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SECRETARY TOMMY THOMPSON:   - -  Thank  you .   Wha t  a

g l o r i ous  day.   I  wan t  t o  t ak e t hi s  oppor t un i t y  t o t hank a l l  o f

y ou  f o r  comi ng .   I ’ d ce r t a i n l y  l i k e t o  t hank  t he  t r emendous

t eam a t  HHS.   Fo r  Amer i c a’ s  sen i o r s ,  a  s t r ong and mode r n

Med i ca r e  s t ar t s  t oday .   I t  t ook  a  l o t  of  wo r k  t o  ge t  us  he r e .

And  i t  t ook  t he l eade r s h i p  o f  Pr es i den t  Geo r ge  W.  Bus h .

For  yea r s ,  f o r  y ea r s  Was hi ng t on  s t r ugg l ed  wi t h

Med i ca r e .   Bu t  t he  Pr es i den t  r emi nded  us  t ha t  Medi c ar e  i s  a

c ommi t ment  t o  ou r  sen i o r s .   He  wo r ked  wi t h c ong r es s i onal

l eader s h i p  and  member s  o f  bo t h  pa r t i es  and t hi s  Pr es i den t  made

s ur e  t he  j ob was  c omp l e t ed .   Geor ge W.  Bush  de l i ve r ed  f o r

s en i or s .   Eve r yone  i s  ex c i t ed abou t  t he i mp r ov ed  bene f i t s .

Thi s  l aw wi l l  al s o  move  ou r  hea l t h  c a r e s ys t em f r om a  f oc us on

t r ea t i ng  d i sease  t o a  f ocus  on  pr even t i ng  d i seas e.   Ou r  doct o r s

won ’ t  be  s a t i s f i ed  j us t  t o  k eep  peop l e  a l i v e .   They  wi l l  a l s o

k eep  t hem wel l .   Fr om now on ,  we wi l l  measu r e s ucc ess  no t  by

t he  abs enc e  o f  i l l nes s,  bu t  t he  qual i t y  o f  l i f e .   I  am v e r y

p r oud and hono r ed  t o  i n t r oduce  a man  who  s t ands  up  f o r  qua l i t y

hea l t h  c ar e  and he  s t ands up  f o r  Amer i ca ’ s  s en i o r s .   Lad i es  and

gen t l emen,  t he  g r eat  Pr es i dent  of  t he  Un i t ed  St a t es ,  Geo r ge W.

Bus h .

PRESI DENT GEORGE W.  BUSH:  Thank y ou a l l .   Thank  y ou a l l

v er y  muc h.   Thank s .   Thank  y ou  al l ,  good  mor ni ng .   Good

mor n i ng ,  t hank s f o r  t he  wa r m we l c ome .   I n  a  f ew momen t s  I  wi l l

hav e  t he  hono r  o f  s i gni ng an  h i s t o r i c  ac t  o f  Congr ess  i n t o  l aw.
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I ’ m pl eased  t hat  a l l  of  you  ar e  he r e  t o wi t nes s  t he  g r ea t es t

adv anc e  i n  hea l t h  ca r e c ov e r age  f o r  Amer i ca ’ s  s eni o r s  s i nc e t he

f oundi ng  o f  Medi c a r e .

Wi t h  t he  Medi c ar e  Ac t  o f  2003,  ou r  gov er nmen t  i s

f i na l l y  br i ng i ng  pr es cr i pt i on  d r ug  c ove r age  t o  t he  sen i o r s  o f

Amer i c a .   Wi t h  t h i s  l aw,  we ’ r e  gi v i ng  ol der  Amer i c ans  be t t er

c ho i ces  and  mor e  c on t r o l  ov e r  t he i r  heal t h c ar e  so  t hey c an

r ec e i v e  t he  mode r n  med i c a l  c a r e  t hey  dese r ve .   Wi t h  t h i s  l aw we

a r e  pr ov i d i ng  mor e  ac ces s t o  c ompr ehens i v e exams ,  d i s eas e

s cr een i ngs ,  and o t he r  p r ev en t a t i v e  c a r e s o t ha t  sen i o r s  ac r os s

t hi s  l and c an  l i v e  be t t e r  and hea l t h i e r  l i v es .   Wi t h t hi s  l aw

we a r e  c r ea t i ng heal t h s av i ngs  ac c oun t s .   We  do  so ,  so  t ha t  a l l

Amer i c ans c an  pu t  money  away  f o r  t he i r  heal t h c a r e  t ax - f r ee.

Our  na t i on  has  t he  best  hea l t h  ca r e s y s t em i n t he wor l d.   And

we wan t  ou r  s eni o r s  t o s ha r e  i n  t he bene f i t s  o f  t ha t  s ys t em.

Our  na t i on  has  made a  p r omi s e,  a s ol emn p r omi s e  t o  Amer i c a ’ s

s en i or s .   We hav e  pl edged t o  he l p  ou r  c i t i z ens  f i nd  a f f o r dab l e

med i ca l  ca r e i n t he l at e r  y ear s  o f  l i f e.

Lyndon  J ohnson  es t ab l i s hed  t ha t  c ommi t men t  by  s i gn i ng

t he  Med i ca r e Act  o f  1965 .   And  t oday ,  by  r e f or mi ng  and

mode r n i z i ng  t h i s  v i t a l  p r og r am,  we  a r e  hono r i ng  t he  c ommi t men t s

o f  Med i c ar e  t o  a l l  ou r  s en i o r s .   The  poi n t  man  i n my

admi ni s t r a t i on  on  t h i s  i ss ue  was Sec r e t a r y  Tommy  Thompson  and

he and  h i s  t eam d i d a  f abu l ous  j ob  o f  wo r k i ng wi t h  t he  Congr ess

t o get  t hi s  i mpo r t an t  p i ec e  of  l eg i s l a t i on pas s ed.   Tommy  I
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wan t  t o  t hank  you  f o r  y our  wor k .

Thi s  b i l l  pas s ed  t he  Congr es s bec aus e  of  t he  s t r ong

l eader s h i p  of  a hand f ul  of  member s  s t a r t i ng  wi t h  t he Speak er  of

t he  Hous e,  Denny  Has t er t .   Mr .  Speak e r .   Mr .  Speak e r  was  j oi ned

by Sena t or  Bi l l  Fr i s t ,  Sena t e Maj o r i t y  Leade r  o f  t he Sena t e,  i n

p r ov i d i ng t he  l eader s hi p  nec es s ar y  t o  ge t  t h i s  b i l l  done .   I

wan t  t o  t hank  you  bo t h.   I  app r ec i at e  t he  ha r d  wor k  o f  t he

Hous e Ma j o r i t y  Leade r ,  Tom DeLay,  i n  s ee i ng  t ha t  t h i s  bi l l  was

pas s ed .   I  al s o appr ec i a t e  t he  ha r d wo r k  of  t he  Cha i r man  o f  t he

Way s  and  Means  Commi t t ee ,  Chai r man  Bi l l  Thomas ,  f o r  h i s  good

wor k .   The  Cha i r man o f  t he  Fi nanc e  Commi t t ee  i n  t he  Sena t e ,

Sena t o r  Chuck  Gr as s l ey ,  di d  a nob l e j ob.   And he  was j oi ned i n

t hi s  t as k  by  t he  r ank i ng  member  o f  t he  Fi nance  Commi t t ee ,

Sena t o r  Max  Bauc us  o f  Mont ana.   And t he ent i r e  Sena t e  ef f o r t

was  boos t ed  by  t he  e f f o r t s  o f  a  man f r om Lou i s i ana ,  Sena t o r

J ohn  Br eaux .   And  speak i ng  abou t  Lou i s i ana,  Bi l l y  Tauz i n  o f  t he

Hous e o f  Repr esen t at i ves  d i d  g r ea t  wo r k  on t hi s  bi l l .   Senat o r

Or r i n Ha t c h  f r om Ut ah  made  a  s i gn i f i c ant  con t r i but i on .   Nanc y

J ohnson ,  t he Hous e  member  f r om Connec t i c u t ,  di d  a g r ea t  j ob.

Mi k e  Bi l i r ak i s  f r om Fl o r i da  wo r ked  ha r d on t hi s  pi ece  of

l eg i s l a t i on .   I  want  t o  t hank a l l  t he  ot her  member s  o f  t he

Cong r es s  and t he  Sena t e  who  hav e j oi ned us .   Thank  you  a l l  f o r

t ak i ng  t i me  ou t  o f  y our  bus y  s c hedul es  t o  s har e  i n  t h i s

h i s t or i c  momen t .

I  appr ec i a t e Tom Scu l l y ,  t he  Admi n i s t r at o r  o f  t he
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Cen t er s  f o r  Medi c a r e  and  Med i c a i d  Se r v i c es,  f o r  hi s  good  wor k .

The  Di r ec t o r  o f  t he CDC,  J u l i e  Ge r be r d i ng  i s  wi t h us  t oday .

J ul i e,  t hank y ou  f or  comi ng .   The  Food  and Dr ug  Admi n i s t r a t i on

Commi s s i one r ,  Ma r k  Mc Cl e l l an ,  i s  her e .   J o Anne  Ba r nha r t ,  t he

Commi s s i one r  o f  t he Soc i al  Sec u r i t y  Admi n i s t r a t i on  i s  wi t h  us .

Thank y ou f or  comi ng  Jo  Anne .   Kay  J ames  who  i s  t he  Di r ec t or  of

t he  Of f i ce  of  Pe r s onnel  Managemen t  i s  wi t h us .   Thank  you  f o r

c omi ng  Kay .

A l o t  o f  t h i s  happened,  t h i s  b i l l  happened bec ause  of

g r as s r oot s  wo r k .   A l o t  o f  ou r  f e l l ow c i t i z ens  t ook i t  upon

t hemse l v es  t o  ag i t at e  f o r  c hange,  t o  l obby on beha l f  o f  what ’ s

r i gh t .   We  had  s ome gov e r no r s ’  suppo r t  a r ound t he c oun t r y ;

Gov e r no r  Gr eg  Bens on  f r om New Hampsh i r e i s  wi t h  us  t oday .

Gov e r no r ,  t hank y ou f or  comi ng .

But  t he  gr oups  t ha t  s peak f o r  t he  el de r l y  d i d f ant as t i c

wor k  on  t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on .   You  see  t he r e  was  a  l ot  of  pr es su r e

not  t o  get  somet h i ng  done,  f or  t he  wr ong  r easons  I  mi ght  add .

But  Bi l l  Nove l l i ,  t he  CEO o f  AARP,  s t ood  s t r ong  i n  r ep r es ent i ng

t he  peop l e  he  was  suppos ed  t o r ep r es en t  and  wo r k ed  ha r d t o  ge t

t hi s  l eg i s l at i on  pas s ed .   And Bi l l ,  I  wan t  t o t hank  y ou f o r

y ou r  l eade r sh i p.   And  y ou we r e  j o i ned  by  J i m Pa r ke l  who i s  t he

Pr es i den t  o f  t he  AARP.   J i m,  I  wan t  t o  t hank  y ou  as  we l l .   Fo r

doi ng what  was  r i ght .   For  f oc us i ng on  t he needs  o f  t he s eni o r s

o f  our  c oun t r y .   J i m Mar t i n ,  t he Pr es i den t  o f  Si x t y  Pl us

Ass oc i a t i on ,  wor k ed har d .   Cha r l i e  J a r v i s ,  t he  Cha i r man and CEO
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o f  t he  Uni t ed  Sen i or s  As soc i at i on ,  wo r ked  ha r d .   Mi ke  Mav es,

t he  Ex ec ut i ve  Vi c e  Pr es i den t  and CEO o f  t he  AMA,  wo r k ed ha r d  on

t hi s  p i ece  of  l eg i s l a t i on.   Ma r y  Mar t i n,  t he  Cha i r man  of  t he

Boa r d o f  t he Sen i o r s  Coa l i t i on ,  wo r k ed  ha r d .   And t he  t r u t h o f

t he  ma t t er  i s ,  a  l ot  of  good  peop l e wo r k ed har d  t o  ge t  t h i s

i mpo r t an t  l eg i s l a t i on  done .   And I  t hank  you  f o r  y our  wo r k .

Med i ca r e  i s  a  gr ea t  ach i ev emen t  o f  a  c ompas s i ona t e

gov e r nment .   And  i t  i s  a  bas i c  t r us t  we hono r .   Med i c a r e  has

s pa r ed  mi l l i ons  o f  s eni o r s  f r om need l ess  ha r ds h i p.   Each

gene r a t i on  benef i t s  f r om Med i c a r e .   Each  gener a t i on  has a  du t y

t o s t r engt hen  Med i ca r e.   And  t h i s  gene r a t i on  i s  f u l f i l l i ng  ou r

dut y .   Fi r s t  and  f or emos t  t h i s  new l aw wi l l  pr ov i de  Medi c a r e

c ov e r age  f o r  p r es c r i p t i on d r ugs .   Med i ca r e was  enac t ed  t o

p r ov i de  sen i o r s  wi t h  t he  l a t es t  i n  moder n  medi c i ne .   I n 1965

t ha t  us ual l y  mean t  hous e  c a l l s ,  f o r  oper a t i ons ,  f o r  l ong

hos p i t a l  s t ay s .   Today mode r n med i c i ne  i nc l udes  ou t pa t i en t

c ar e ,  d i sease  sc r een i ngs ,  and p r es cr i p t i on d r ugs .   Med i c i ne has

c hanged .   But  Med i ca r e has  not .   Unt i l  t oday .

Med i ca r e  t oday  wi l l  pay  f o r  ex t ended  hos p i t a l  s t ay s  f o r

u l c e r  s u r ge r y ,  t o  t he  c ost  o f  abou t  t wen t y- e i gh t  t hous and

dol l ar s  pe r  pa t i en t .   Ye t  Medi c ar e  wi l l  not  pay  f o r  t he d r ugs

t ha t  e l i mi nat e  t he  c aus e  o f  mos t  u l c e r s .   Dr ugs  t ha t  c os t  about

f i v e  hundr ed dol l a r s  a y ea r .   I t ’ s  a  good  t h i ng  t ha t  Med i c ar e

pay s  when s en i or s  ge t  s i ck .   Now y ou  s ee ,  we ’ r e  t ak i ng  t h i s  a

s t ep  f u r t he r .   Med i c a r e  wi l l  pay f or  t he  pr esc r i pt i on  dr ugs s o
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t ha t  f ewer  sen i o r s  wi l l  ge t  s i c k  i n t he f i r s t  p l ac e .   Dr ug

c ov e r age  unde r  Med i c a r e  wi l l  a l l ow s en i o r s  t o r epl ace  mor e

expens i v e s ur ger i es  and  hos p i t a l i z at i ons  wi t h l ess  ex pens i ve

p r es cr i p t i on med i c i ne .   And  ev en mor e  i mpor t an t ,  d r ug  cov e r age

unde r  Medi c ar e  wi l l  s av e  ou r  s eni o r s  f r om a  l o t  of  wo r r y .   Some

o l de r  Amer i cans s pend  much  o f  t he i r  s oc i a l  s ec u r i t y  c hec k s  j us t

on t he i r  medi c at i ons .   Some  cu t  down  on t he  dos age  t o  mak e  a

bot t l e  o f  p i l l s  l as t  l onge r .   El de r l y  Amer i c ans  shoul d  no t  have

t o l i v e  wi t h t hos e  k i nds  o f  f ea r s  and  ha r d c ho i c es .   Thi s  new

l aw wi l l  ease  t he  bu r den  on  sen i o r s  and wi l l  g i v e t hem t he

ext r a he l p  t ha t  t hey  need.

Sen i or s  wi l l  s t a r t  s eei ng he l p  qu i ck l y .   Du r i ng  t he

t r ans i t i on  t o  t he  f u l l  p r es c r i p t i on bene f i t s ,  s eni o r s  wi l l

r ec e i v e  a d r ug  d i s count  ca r d .   Th i s  Medi c ar e  app r ov ed  ca r d  wi l l

del i ve r  sav i ngs o f  t en t o t wen t y  f i v e  pe r cen t  o f f  t he  r e t a i l

p r i c e o f  most  med i c i nes .   Low i nc ome  s en i or s  wi l l  r ec e i v e  t he

s ame  s av i ngs,  pl us  a  s i x  hundr ed dol l a r  c r ed i t  on t he i r  c a r ds

t o hel p  t hem pay  f or  t he  med i c a t i ons  t hey  need .

I n abou t  t wo y ea r s  f u l l  pr es cr i pt i on  c ov e r age unde r

Med i ca r e  wi l l  beg i n.   I n  r e t ur n  f o r  a  mon t h l y  p r emi um of  abou t

t hi r t y - f i v e  do l l a r s ,  mos t  s eni o r s  wi t hou t  any p r es c r i p t i on  d r ug

c ov e r age  c an now expect  t o  s ee  t he i r  c ur r en t  d r ug b i l l s  c u t

r oughl y  i n  ha l f .   Th i s  new l aw wi l l  p r ov i de  ni ne t y - f i v e pe r c ent

c ov e r age  f o r  out  o f  poc k et  d r ug  s pend i ng  t ha t  ex ceeds  t h r ee

t housand  s i x  hund r ed  do l l a r s  a  yea r .
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For  t he  f i r s t  t i me  we ’ r e  g i v i ng  s eni o r s  peac e o f  mi nd

t ha t  t hey wi l l  no t  have  t o  f ac e  un l i mi t ed  ex pens es  f o r  t he i r

med i c i ne .   The  new l aw o f f e r s  s pec i a l  he l p t o one t hi r d o f

o l de r  Amer i cans wi t h  l ow i nc omes.   Suc h as  a  s en i o r  c oup l e  wi t h

l ow sav i ngs  and annua l  i nc ome o f  abou t  e i gh t een  t hous and

dol l ar s  or  l es s .   These  sen i or s  wi l l  pay  l i t t l e  or  no  pr emi ums

f or  f u l l  d r ug  cov e r age.   The i r  deduc t i bl e  wi l l  be no h i ghe r

t han  f i f t y  do l l a r s  pe r  y ea r .   And  t he i r  c o- pay ment  on  eac h

p r es cr i p t i on wi l l  be  as  l i t t l e  as  a do l l a r .   Sen i o r s  i n t he

g r ea t es t  need  wi l l  have  t he  gr eat es t  hel p  unde r  t he  mode r n i z ed

Med i ca r e  s y s t em.

I  v i s i t ed wi t h  s en i o r s  a r ound t he  coun t y  and  hea r d  many

o f  t he i r  s t or i es .   I ’ m p r oud  t hat  t h i s  l egi s l a t i on  wi l l  g i ve

t hem p r act i ca l  and  much  needed  he l p.   Ma r y  J ane  Jones  f r om

Mi d l ot h i an ,  Vi r g i n i a ,  has a  modes t  i nc ome .   He r  dr ug b i l l s

t ot a l  near l y  f i v e  hundr ed do l l a r s  a mont h .  Thi ngs got  so  t i gh t

f or  a wh i l e  s he had t o use  need l es  t wi ce  or  t h r ee t i mes f o r  her

i ns u l i n  sho t s .   Wi t h  t h i s  l aw,  Ma r y  J ane  won ’ t  hav e  t o  go  t o

s uc h  ex t r emes .   I n  ex change  f o r  a  mon t hl y  p r emi um o f  abou t

t hi r t y - f i v e  do l l a r s ,  Ma r y  J ane  Jones  wou l d s av e  nea r l y  t wo

t housand  s even  hundr ed dol l a r s  i n  annual  pr esc r i pt i on  dr ug

s pendi ng .

Hugh  I v e r s on f r om Wes t  De Mo i nes,  I owa  j us t  go t  hi s

Med i ca r e  member s h i p.   That ’ s  a  good t h i ng .   Bec aus e  he  hadn’ t

had  hea l t h  i ns ur ance  f o r  mo r e t han  t h r ee  yea r s .   Hi s  d r ug  bi l l s
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t ot a l  a t  l eas t  f ou r  hund r ed  do l l a r s  a  mon t h .   I n  t wo y ea r s ,

wi t h  t he  t h i r t y - f i ve  do l l a r  a mon t h c ove r age ,  he ’ l l  be  ab l e t o

c ut  t hos e b i l l s  near l y  i n ha l f ,  s av i ng  h i m abou t  t wo t hous and ,

f ou r  hundr ed dol l a r s  a y ea r .

Nei l  LeGr ow ( mi s s pel l ed? )  f r om Cu l pepper ,  Vi r g i n i a ,

t ak es f i f t een  med i ca t i ons,  c os t i ng  h i m a t  l eas t  sev en  hund r ed

dol l ar s  a mon t h.   To  af f or d  al l  t hos e  med i c a t i ons,  Ne i l  has t o

s t ay  wo r k i ng.   And  t hank s t o  t h i s  l aw,  once  he  i s  enr o l l ed  i n

t he  dr ug  bene f i t ,  he ’ l l  be  abl e  t o  c u t  back  hi s  wo r k  hou r s  and

enj oy  h i s  r et i r ement  mo r e because  he ’ l l  hav e  c ov er age  t ha t

s av es h i m abou t  f our  t hous and s ev en hund r ed  do l l ar s  a  yea r .

I  p r omi s ed  t hese  s en i or s  when I  me t  wi t h  t hem,  t ha t  we

wou l d wo r k  ha r d t o  g i ve  t hem t he hel p  t hey need .   They  a r e  a l l

her e  t oday .   So I  am happy  t o r epo r t  t o t hem i n  pe r son ,  Ma r y

J ane ,  Hugh ,  and Ne i l ,  we  a r e  k eep i ng  our  pr omi s e .

I n add i t i on  t o  p r ov i d i ng  c ov er age  f o r  pr esc r i p t i on

d r ugs,  t hi s  l egi s l at i on  ac h i ev es a  s ec ond  g r ea t  goa l .   We ’ r e

g i v i ng  our  sen i o r s  mor e  hea l t h  ca r e c hoi c es  so  t hey  c an ge t  t he

c ov e r age  and c ar e  t ha t  mee t s  t hei r  needs .   Eve r y  s eni o r  needs

t o k now,  i f  y ou don’ t  want  t o c hange  y ou r  c u r r en t  c ov e r age ,  y ou

don ’ t  have  t o  change .   You ’ r e t he  one  i n  cha r ge .   I f  y ou  wan t

t o k eep  you r  Med i c ar e  t he way i t  i s ,  a l ong wi t h  t he  new

pr es cr i p t i on bene f i t  t ha t  i s  y our  r i gh t .   I f  y ou  want  i mp r ov ed

bene f i t s ,  may be dent a l  c ov e r age ,  eyeg l as s  c ove r age ,  managed

c ar e  p l ans  t ha t  r educ e out  o f  poc k et  c os t s ,  you ’ l l  be  f r ee  t o
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mak e  t hose  cho i c es  as  we l l .   And when  sen i o r s  have  t he  ab i l i t y

t o mak e  cho i c es,  hea l t h  ca r e  p l ans  wi t hi n  Medi c a r e  wi l l  have  t o

c ompet e  f o r  t hei r  bus i ness  by  o f f e r i ng  h i ghe r  qual i t y  se r v i c e .

For  t he  sen i o r s  o f  Amer i ca ,  mo r e c ho i c es  and  mor e c on t r o l  wi l l

mean  be t t e r  heal t h  c a r e .

Thes e a r e t he  k i nds o f  hea l t h c ar e  op t i ons we g i ve  t o

t he  member s  o f  Congr ess  and  f eder a l  empl oyees.   They hav e  t he

abi l i t y  t o  pi c k  p l ans  t hat  a r e  r i ght  f or  t he i r  own  needs .

Wha t ’ s  good  f o r  member s  of  Cong r es s i s  a l so  good  f o r  s en i o r s .

Our  sen i or s  a r e f u l l y  c apab l e o f  mak i ng hea l t h  c ar e  c hoi c es.

And  t h i s  b i l l  al l ows  t hem t o  do  j us t  t ha t .

A t h i r d  pu r pos e ac hi eved  by  t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on  i s  smar t e r

med i c i ne  wi t h i n t he Med i ca r e  s y s t em.   Fo r  y ear s  ou r  s eni o r s

hav e  been den i ed  Med i ca r e c ove r age  f o r  a  bas i c  phy s i c a l  ex am.

Beg i nn i ng i n 2005  al l  newl y  en r ol l ed  Med i ca r e bene f i c i ar i es

wi l l  be  cov er ed f o r  a  c omp l e t e  phy s i c a l .   The Medi c ar e  s y s t em

wi l l  now he l p  sen i or s  and t hei r  doct o r s  d i agnos e  heal t h

p r ob l ems  ea r l y  s o  t hey c an  t r ea t  t hem ea r l y  and  ou r  s eni o r s  c an

hav e  a  bet t er  qua l i t y  l i f e .   Fo r  examp l e ,  s t ar t i ng  nex t  y ear ,

a l l  peop l e  on  Med i ca r e wi l l  be  cov er ed  f o r  b l ood  t es t s  t ha t  c an

d i agnos e  hear t  d i s eas es .   Thos e  a t  h i gh r i s k  f o r  d i abe t es  wi l l

be c ov e r ed  f o r  b l ood  sugar  s cr een i ng  t es t s .   Moder n  heal t h  c a r e

i s  not  c omp l e t e wi t hout  pr ev en t i on .   So we’ r e ex pandi ng

p r ev en t a t i v e s er v i ces  unde r  Med i c a r e .

Fou r t h ,  t he  new l aw wi l l  he l p a l l  Amer i c ans  pay  f o r  ou t
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o f  poc k e t  hea l t h  c os t s .   Th i s  l eg i s l a t i on  wi l l  c r ea t e  hea l t h

s av i ngs  ac c oun t s ,  ef f ec t i ve  Janua r y  f i r s t ,  2004.   So  Amer i c ans

c an  se t  as i de  up  t o f ou r  t hous and ,  f i v e hund r ed  do l l a r s  ev er y

y ea r ,  t ax  f r ee ,  t o  s ave  f o r  med i c a l  ex penses .   Depend i ng  on

y ou r  t ax  b r ac k et  t ha t  means  you ’ l l  s av e bet ween  t en  t o  t h i r t y -

f i v e  pe r cen t  on any c os t s  c ove r ed  by  money i n y our  ac c oun t .

Our  l aws  encou r age  peop l e t o  p l an  f o r  r e t i r emen t  and t o s ave

f or  educ at i on .   Now t he  l aw wi l l  mak e  i t  eas i e r  f o r  Amer i c ans

t o s av e  f o r  t hei r  f u t ur e  hea l t h  c a r e  as  wel l .   A heal t h s av i ngs

acc oun t  i s  a good  dea l .   And  a l l  Amer i cans s hou l d c ons i de r  i t .

Eve r y  y ear  t he  money  no t  s pent  wou l d  s t ay  i n  t he  ac count  and

gai n  i n t er es t  t ax  f r ee j us t  l i k e an I RA.   And peop l e wi l l  hav e

an i nc en t i v e t o l i ve  mor e heal t hy  l i f e  s t y l es  because  t hey  want

t o s ee  t he i r  hea l t h s av i ngs  ac c oun t  g r ow.   Thes e  ac count s  wi l l

be good  f o r  s mal l  bus i ness  owne r s  and  emp l oy ees .   Mor e

bus i nes s es  can  f oc us  on  cov e r i ng wor k e r s  f o r  ma j or  med i c a l

p r ob l ems  s uch  as  hos p i t a l i z a t i on f or  an i nj u r y  o r  i l l nes s .   And

a t  t he  s ame  t i me ,  emp l oy ees  and  t hei r  f ami l i es  wi l l  us e t hes e

acc oun t s  t o  c ove r  doc t o r ’ s  v i s i t s  or  l ab  t es t s  or  ot he r  s ma l l e r

c os t s .   Some emp l oye r s  wi l l  con t r i bu t e  t o  empl oy ee  hea l t h

acc oun t s .   Th i s  wi l l  he l p mor e  Amer i c an f ami l i es  ge t  t he  hea l t h

c ar e  t hey need  a t  t he  p r i c e  t hey c an  a f f o r d .

The  l eg i s l a t i on we  a r e abou t  t o  s i gn  wi l l  s e t  i n  mo t i on

a  s e r i es  o f  i mpr ov ement s  i n  t he  c a r e  ava i l ab l e  t o a l l  Amer i c a ’ s

s en i or  c i t i zens.   And  as  we  beg i n ,  i t  i s  i mpor t ant  f o r  s en i o r s
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and  t hos e app r oac h i ng  r e t i r emen t  t o unde r s t and  t he i r  new

bene f i t s .   Th i s  c omi ng s pr i ng,  sen i o r s  wi l l  r ec e i v e  a  l e t t er  t o

exp l ai n  t he  d r ug  d i s c oun t  c a r d .   I n J une  t hese  c ar ds,  i nc l ud i ng

t he  s i x  hundr ed do l l a r  annua l  d r ug  c r edi t  f o r  l ow i nc ome

s en i or s ,  wi l l  be  ac t i va t ed .   Th i s  dr ug  c a r d  can  be  us ed t o  t he

end  of  2005 .   I n  t he  f a l l  o f  t hat  yea r  s eni o r s  wi l l  r ece i v e an

i nf o r ma t i on  book l e t  g i v i ng  s i mp l e  gu i danc e on c hanges  i n  t he

p r og r am and  t he new c ho i ces  t hey wi l l  hav e.   Then i n J anua r y  of

2006 ,  s eni o r s  wi l l  have  t he i r  new cov e r age i nc l udi ng per manen t

c ov e r age  f o r  p r es c r i p t i on d r ugs .

Thes e r e f o r ms  ar e  t he  ac t  o f  a  v i b r an t  and

c ompas s i ona t e  gov e r nmen t .   We s how ou r  c onc e r n  f or  t he  d i gni t y

o f  our  s en i or s  by  gi v i ng  t hem qua l i t y  hea l t h  c a r e.   We  s how our

r es pec t  f o r  s eni o r s  by  g i v i ng t hem mor e c ho i ces  and  mor e

c on t r o l  ov e r  t he i r  dec i s i on  mak i ng .   We a r e  pu t t i ng  i ndi v i dua l s

i n c ha r ge o f  t he i r  heal t h c a r e  dec i s i ons .   And  as  we mov e  t o

mode r n i z e and  r e f o r m ot her  p r og r ams o f  t h i s  gov e r nmen t ,  we  wi l l

a l ways  t r us t  i nd i v i dual s  and  t hei r  dec i s i ons  and  pu t  per s ona l

c ho i ce  a t  t he  hea r t  o f  our  e f f o r t s .

The  cha l l enges  f ac i ng  s eni o r s  on Med i c ar e  we r e  appa r en t

f or  many  y ear s ,  and t hos e y ear s  pass ed  wi t h  muc h  deba t e and a

l ot  of  pol i t i c s  and l i t t l e  r ef o r m t o  s how f o r  i t .   And  t ha t

c hanged  wi t h t he  hund r ed  and  e i gh t h  Cong r es s .   Thi s  y ea r  we met

our  cha l l enge  wi t h  f ocus  and  pe r s eve r anc e .   We  c on f r on t ed

p r ob l ems  i ns t ead  o f  pas s i ng  t hem a l ong  t o  f u t u r e
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admi ni s t r a t i ons and f ut u r e  Cong r es ses .   We ove r c ame  o l d

par t i s an  d i f f e r enc es .   We k ept  ou r  p r omi s e and  f ound a  way  t o

get  t he  j ob  done .   Th i s  l eg i s l a t i on i s  t he ach i evemen t  o f

member s  i n  bo t h po l i t i c a l  pa r t i es .   And t hi s  l eg i s l at i on  i s  a

v i c t or y  f o r  a l l  o f  Amer i ca ’ s  s eni o r s .

Now I ’ m honor ed and p l eased  t o  s i gn t h i s  hi s t o r i c  p i ec e

o f  l eg i s l a t i on ,  t he Med i ca r e  Pr es c r i p t i on  Dr ug  I mp r ov emen t  and

Mode r n i z at i on  Ac t  of  2003.

[ END OF RECORDI NG]


