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[ START RECORDI NG]

MS.  CAROL BELLAMY:   My name  i s  Ca r ol  Bel l amy .   I ’ m t he

Exec ut i v e Di r ec t o r  o f  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  Chi l dr en’ s  Fund.   Tha t  i s

UNI CEF.   My  j ob t oday  i s  j us t  l ar gel y  t o  i n t r oduce  peopl e  bu t

I ’ m de l i gh t ed  t o  be her e .

Why  ar e  we  he r e on  a  pr ogr am deal i ng  wi t h  y oung  peopl e ,

HI V and  AI DS?   We l l  I ’ l l  g i v e y ou  j us t  one s t a t i s t i c .   J us t

t oday,  t hi s  one day,  f i r s t  o f  Dec ember  U. N.  AI DS,  o r  I  s houl d

s ay  Wor l d AI DS Day ,  14 t hous and  peop l e ;  how many  peop l e go  t o

y ou r  s c hoo l  f o r  ex amp l e?   What  sc hoo l  i s  he r e?   I s  t he r e  a

s chool  f r om Br ook l yn  he r e?   How many  o f ,  ok ,  wha t  s chool ?   What

s chool  i s  r i gh t  he r e?   Okay ,  how many  k i ds  a r e  i n y ou r  s c hoo l ?

Thr ee hund r ed ,  we l l  t hi nk  abou t  t hat .   That  means mor e  t han 15

t i mes y our  sc hoo l  i s  ge t t i ng  i n f ec t ed  j us t  t oday  a r ound t he

wor l d.   Tha t ’ s  j us t  t oday,  one  day .   And  of  t ha t  14  t hous and

mor e  t han hal f  o f  t hem a r e  y oung peop l e.   So  t ha t ’ s  why we ’ r e

her e  t o  hea r  f r om you  t oday .   Tha t ’ s  my poi n t  I  wan t  t o make .

Now my  j ob  i s  t o  i nt r oduce  peop l e  and  t hey ’ r e go i ng  t o

t ak e  y ou  t h r ough  t he  pr ogr am.   So  l e t  me  i n t r oduce  you  t o  some

o f  t he  t er r i f i c  peop l e we have .   Fi r s t  L i nda  El l er bee  she  i s  a

h i gh l y  r es pec t ed  p r oduc e r .   I  nev e r  ge t  i nt r oduc ed  as  hi gh l y

r es pec t ed but  she ’ s  t he  wr i t er  and  hos t  o f  Ni c k e l odeon ’ s  Ni c k

news .  She’ s  go i ng  t o  i n t r oduce  you  t o  some t hi ngs her e .   She ’ s

goi ng t o  t a l k  abou t  her  ex pe r i enc e .   And  she ’ l l  i n t r oduc e  you

t o t hes e  t wo g r ea t  p r og r ams  t ha t  y ou ’ l l  s ee  t oday.   And s he’ s
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goi ng t o  be  up  he r e i n j us t  one  s econd .

Af t e r  t hat  I ’ m go i ng  t o ,  I ’ m no t  goi ng  t o  c ome  up

any mor e .   But  she ’ l l  be  f o l l owed by St ephen  Lewi s .   St ephen

Lewi s  i s  t he muc k et y - muc k who  r ep r es ent s ;  he  i s  t he  Ch i e f  Env oy

o f  t he  Sec r et a r y  Gene r a l  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons .   That ’ s  Ko f i

Annan.   He ’ s  t he  Chi e f  Env oy  o f  t he Secr e t a r y  Gene r al  t o  a l l  of

Af r i ca  when  i t  c omes  t o  HI V and  AI DS.   So  St ephen i s  her e  wi t h

us t oday .

Then  t h r ee  young  peop l e  I ’ m de l i gh t ed ,  one o f  whom I ’ m

s ur e  y ou  k now,  Hy dei a  Br oadben t  as  y ou  k now she ’ s  wi t h  N’ s  Wa l k

i n You r  Shoes .   She’ s  j o i ned  us  t oday .   But  we ’ r e a l s o  j o i ned

by t wo  y oung peop l e f r om Af r i c a .   And  i t ’ s  r ea l l y  good  t o  hav e

t hem he r e.

Let  me  f i r s t  i nt r oduc e f r om Nami b i a,  Nal eo He l ene

Mar t i n  ( mi s spe l l ed?) ,  c ome  on r ai s e y our  hand he r e .   And  t hen

f r om Ma l awi  I ’ d l i ke  t o  i n t r oduce  And r i na  Semengwa

( mi s spe l l ed?) .   I f  y ou don ’ t  k now you  can  as k t hem l a t er  whe r e

Mal awi  and  Nami b i a  a r e.   They a r e  ve r y  i mpo r t an t  c oun t r i es  i n

Sou t he r n  Af r i c a.

Now j us t  be f o r e I  ge t  o f f  t he s t age and t ur n  ov e r  t he

p r og r am t o  Li nda  I ’ d  l i k e t o  r ecogni z e  He r b  Sc anne l l  who  i s  t he

Pr es i den t  o f  Ni c k e l odeon  Ne t wo r k ,  ve r y  i mpo r t an t .   Bo t h

Ni c k el odeon  and The N a r e do i ng  g r ea t  wo r k  on HI V and  AI DS and

I ’ d  al s o  l i ke  t o  r ec ogn i ze  J en  Cas e who i s  t he  Di r ec t o r  o f

HI V/ AI DS Po l i c y  wi t h  t he  Ka i se r  Founda t i on her e .   So t hos e  a r e
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t he  sponso r s  t oday ;  Ni c k el odeon ,  Kai s e r ,  UNI CEF and  y ou.

Now Li nda l et  me  i nv i t e  you  up  he r e.

MS.  LI NDA ELLERBEE:   Hi  I ’ m L i nda El l e r bee  and I  wan t

t o apo l ogi z e t o ev er y  one o f  y ou f or ,  bec aus e I ’ m s o d r es s ed

up.   I  don ’ t  o r d i nar i l y  dr es s up t hi s  muc h but  I  ac t ua l l y  hav e

t o go t o  Wa l l  St r eet  af t er  t hi s .

We a t  Ni ck  News we  went  t o  Sou t h Af r i c a.   Becaus e Sou t h

Af r i ca  has  mor e peop l e wi t h  AI DS t han  any  c oun t r y  on t hi s

p l anet .   We  went  t o s ee  how t ha t  was  a f f ec t i ng  t he  k i ds  t her e .

And  wha t  we  f ound  we r e s ad  s t o r i es  and  b r av e  peopl e .   Bu t  we

wer e  ab l e i n t hi s  pr ogr am t o  s how k i ds  he r e  i n  t he  s t a t es  t ha t

onc e  aga i n  any pl ac e i n t he  wor l d y ou  f i nd  a  bad  s i t ua t i on  you

wi l l  a l way s  f i nd  good  peop l e  t r y i ng t o  make  i t  bet t er .   We  me t

peop l e  wi t h  no t h i ng who  s t i l l  f ound s ome t hi ng t o  g i ve .   We  me t

k i ds  y ou r  own  age  f i ndi ng t he s t r eng t h  and t he  c ou r age  t o  f ac e

bot h  adv er s i t y  and  i n t o l er ance .   The  s t i gma  of  AI DS i s  s t i l l

huge  i n  Af r i c a .   And  we  sa i d  t o  k i ds  her e  i n  ou r  s how i s  t ha t

wha t  happens i n Sout h  Af r i c a  i s  an  un f i n i shed s t or y .   Bu t  i t  i s

not  j us t  t hei r  s t o r y .   I t  i s  y our  s t o r y .   I t  i s  ou r  s t or y .   And

t ha t ’ s  why  we ’ r e  her e  t oday  bec aus e AI DS be l ongs ,  t he  s t o r y  o f

AI DS be l ongs t o a l l  o f  us .   And  how i t  a l l  t ur ns  ou t  t hi s  s t o r y

i s  a  s t o r y  t ha t  we  wi l l  t e l l ,  a l l  of  us  wi t h  ou r  l i ves .

Wha t  I ’ m go i ng  t o ,  s how you  t wo  c l i ps .   The  f i r s t  one

i s  f r om t he  Ni ck  News  s pec i a l  t ha t  a i r s  t on i gh t  at  ni ne P. M.  on

Ni c k el odeon .   I t  i s  c al l ed  The  Cou r age  t o  L i ve ;  Ki ds ,  Sou t h
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Af r i ca  and  AI DS.   Pl eas e  r o l l  t he  t ape .

[ VI DEO PRESENTATI ON]

Thi s  nex t  s how i s  ca l l ed  Wi t h HI V/ AI DS.   I t  pr emi e r es

t on i gh t  on  t he  N a t  9 : 30 .   I t  i s  abou t  r i gh t  he r e,  wha t  goes  on

r i gh t  he r e  i n  t h i s  c oun t r y .   I t  i s  about  a k i d  named Tr ev o r  who

mee t s  Hy de i a and  Ty l e r .   Hy dei a  and Ty l e r  a r e i n f ec t ed  wi t h t he

v i r us  and i t  i s  t he s t o r y  o f  how Tr ev o r  l ea r ns ,  comes  t o

unde r s t and  t ha t  peop l e wi t h  AI DS a r e  j us t  peop l e  and des e r v i ng

o f  our  r es pec t .   And  I  j us t  wan t  t o s ay f or  a momen t  how

hono r ed  I  am t o be  i n  t he s ame  r oom agai n  wi t h  Hyde i a

Br oadben t .   We  f i r s t  me t  e l even  y ear s  ago  when  Ni c k el odeon ,

Ni c k  News d i d  i t s  f i r s t  show abou t  AI DS.   She was j us t  a  l i t t l e

g i r l .   She ’ s  a  beaut i f u l  y oung  woman  now as  you ’ l l  see .   Pl ease

r ol l  t he  t ape .

[ VI DEO PRESENTATI ON]

Unt i l  a  cu r e i s  f ound  t he best  weapon  aga i ns t  t h i s

d i s eas e  r emai ns educ a t i on.   We  ar e  he r e t oday t o  c e l eb r a t e  t hat

p r emi s e .   And  we  a l s o  c e l eb r at e  t he l i ves  o f  Tr evo r  and o f

Hyde i a  who  ar e  l i v i ng  wi t h  AI DS and who a r e  wi t h  us .   We

c el ebr a t e t he  l i v es  o f  t he  c hi l dr en i n  Sout h  Af r i c a  and

espec i a l l y  t ha t  o f  Kenes a ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  who  di ed  j us t  r ec ent l y .

But  he r  l i f e c oun t ed .   And  we need  t o  mak e s ur e  t ha t

eve r ybody ’ s  l i f e  c oun t s .

We now unde r s t and  t ha t  we a l r eady ,  a l l  o f  us ,  l i ve  i n  a

g l obal  v i l l age .   And  t ha t  means  i t  i s  ou r  r espons i b i l i t y ,  al l
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o f  us ,  as  c i t i zens  o f  t h i s  g l obal  v i l l age  we  hav e a

r es pons i bi l i t y  t o  mak e our  wor l d bet t e r .   I t  i s  dy i ng  t o  get

bet t er .   Thank  y ou .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I ’ m St ephen  Lewi s .   Thos e we r e  ve r y

power f u l  s hor t  f i l ms .   I ’ m goi ng t o s uggest  t ha t  ou r  pane l i s t s

j oi n  me  now on  t he  pane l  up  he r e.   And  we ’ l l  t a l k  a  l i t t l e

amongs t  ou r se l ves .   And  t hen  I ’ m hop i ng t ha t  y ou ’ l l  have

ques t i ons and  we  c an  engage  i n  some ques t i ons and ans wer s  so

t ha t  ev e r y body  wi l l  enj oy  t he exc hange .

On my f a r  r i gh t  i s  Andr i na  ( mi s spe l l ed?)  f r om Ma l awi ,  a

v er y ,  v e r y  poo r  bu t  v er y  l ov el y  c oun t r y  i n Sou t her n  Af r i c a .

And  s i t t i ng  bes i de  he r  i s  Ni l ow ( mi s s pel l ed? ) .   Ni l ow and  I

ac t ual l y  me t  s ome  t i me ago  i n her  coun t r y  o f  Nami b i a.   And  t hen

s i t t i ng  bes i de  me  i s  Hy dei a  whom y ou  a l l  saw i n  t ha t  l as t  f i l m.

The r e i s  a  t endenc y t o t hi nk  t hat  somehow AI DS i s  a

p r ob l em f o r  adul t s .   And  I  wan t  t o  r emi nd  y ou t hat  i n  t he  f i l ms

we’ v e j us t  seen t her e  was an  e i gh t - y ea r - o l d  boy  ca l l ed ,  wasn ’ t

a  boy i t  was a  g i r l ,  ca l l ed  Gogo ( mi s s pe l l ed?) .   I t  was a  gi r l

r i gh t ?   I  t hi nk  Gogo  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  means  gr anny  i f  memor y

s er v es  me i n par t s  o f  Sout h  Af r i c a .   So i t  was  a  y oung  e i ght -

y ea r - o l d  g i r l  named Gogo  ( mi ss pel l ed? ) .

The r e was a  13 - y ea r - o l d ,  15 - yea r - o l d ;  al l  t hes e  ve r y ,

v er y  y oung  peopl e  who  we r e  i nf ec t ed wi t h  t he  v i r us  and  c a r r y i ng

on and  c ar r y i ng on  s t r ongl y  and  v a l i an t l y .   And  wha t  I ’ d  l i k e

t o do i s  t o  as k  Hy de i a and  And r i na  ( mi ss pel l ed? )  and Ni l ow
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( mi s spe l l ed?)  t o  t el l  us  a  l i t t l e  bi t  about  t he i r  own  s t o r i es

and  wha t  t hey  hav e  ex pe r i enc ed  and  wha t  happened  i n  t hei r

f ami l i es  and wi t h  t he i r  f r i ends  and i n  t hei r  s c hoo l s .   Wha t

k i nd  o f  di f f i c ul t i es  t hey ’ v e  encount e r ed .   I ’ d  r ea l l y  l i k e  t o

y ou  t o  l i s t en  t o  t he  s t o r i es ,  wha t ev e r  t hey  chos e t o t el l ,  v e r y

c ar e f u l l y .   And t hen  l e t ’ s  j us t  t a l k  abou t  i t  a  l i t t l e  bec aus e

t hes e a r e i nc r ed i b l e  s t r ugg l es  t ha t  y oung  peop l e  deal  wi t h  when

t hey ’ r e  cop i ng  wi t h HI V and  AI DS.

Wi t hou t  pu t t i ng y ou on t he  s po t  Ni l ow ( mi ss pel l ed? )  and

p r e t end i ng  t ha t  we ’ r e  o l d f r i ends ,  wh i ch  we  ar e ,  bu t  I ’ d  l i k e

t o be.   Why  don’ t  you  s t ar t  us  of f  and  g i ve  us  a  s ens e  o f  wha t

i t ’ s  l i k e t o be l i v i ng wi t h  AI DS i n Nami b i a  and  t he  k i nds  of

t hi ngs  y ou ’ ve  enc oun t er ed pe r s ona l l y  bot h  good  and  bad .

NI LOW ( MI SSPELLED?) :   Good  mor ni ng eve r y body,  Ni l ow

Mas s en  ( mi s spe l l ed?) .   I ’ m f r om Nami b i a.   I ’ m a  ve r y  y oung

per s on ,  21  yea r s  o f  age  l i v i ng  wi t h HI V f or  al most  f i v e y ear s .

A mo t he r  o f  a  t h r ee- y ea r - o l d  s on a l s o  HI V pos i t i ve .   And  I  go t

i nf ec t ed  a t  a  ve r y  y oung  age  and whi l e  I  was  s t i l l  at  sc hool .

And  I  happen t o go  f o r  an HI V t es t  as  a r es u l t  o f  my k i d

get t i ng  s i c k ;  t oday i s  f i ne ,  t omor r ow i s  s i c k  and t ha t  l ead us

t o go f o r  an HI V t es t .

For  me  f i nd i ng  ou t  t hat  I ’ m HI V pos i t i ve  I  wou l d  s ay

f or  qu i t e s ome  t en  mi nu t es  I  f e l t  l i k e  no ,  t hi s  i s  t he  end  o f

t he  l i f e ,  I  mean  I ’ m no  l onger  a human  be i ng .   I ’ m a dead

per s on .   Howev er ,  t he  c ouns e l i ng t ha t  I  got  I  l a t e r  r eal i z ed
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l i k e ,  no  l i f e  goes  on  whet he r  I ’ m pos i t i v e o r  no t  pos i t i v e .

The  on l y  t h i ng  t ha t  I  needed  as  a  pe r s on  wi t h HI V s uppor t ,  I

need  l ov e.   I  need  c a r e .   And I  k now a l l  t hese  t hi ngs ,  t he  on l y

per s on  t ha t  c an g i ve  t h i s  t o  me  i s  my  mom.   I ’ m t a l k i ng mor e

abou t  my  mo t he r  because  I  g r ew up  wi t h  my  mo t he r .   I  k now my

f at her  but  I ’ m no t  i n  t hat  c l os e c on t ac t  wi t h my  f a t he r .

My mom got  t he  news f r om t he  hosp i t a l  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )

f or  he r  t o  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e ) .   I t  was  a l s o  d i f f i c ul t  f o r  me  t o

b r eak t hat  news t o  he r .   So  I  s t a r t ed  t o  t ak e ou t  o f  t he

hos p i t a l ,  s he  hea r d t he  news .   The  day  t hat  she  pr oved  how

s t r ong  a  bond  be t ween  a  mo t her  and  a  daught e r  i s  s howed me

l ov e ,  c a r e  and  s uppo r t  t ha t  al t hough  I ’ m pos i t i v e s he  can ,  I ’ m

s t i l l  a  daugh t er .   I ’ m s t i l l  pa r t  and  pa r ce l  o f  t he  f ami l y .

I  happened  t o  go  bac k  t o  s c hoo l  and when  I  wen t  bac k t o

s chool  eve r y t h i ng ,  my  mi nd ,  t he  on l y  t hi ng I ’ m hav i ng  on  my

mi nd  i s  HI V and AI DS.   To ge t  a  book  t he  on l y  t h i ng  t hat  I  want

t o r ead  i n  t ha t  book  i s  abou t  HI V and  AI DS.   To  l i s t en  t o

t el ev i s i on  t he  on l y  t hi ng t hat  I  hav e  i n t er es t  on i s  HI V.   So

HI V and  AI DS a r e  s t ay i ng  a  b i g  ho l e on  my  mi nd .   I  nea r l y  ev en

got  a l i t t l e l i k e  you  s ay,  I  c oul d  no t  c onc ent r a t e  on  my

s t ud i es .   Eve r y t h i ng  i s  j us t  HI V and  AI DS.

Apa r t  f r om t h i s  I  al way s  t r i ed  t o  j ok e  t o  my  f r i ends

abou t  HI V and  AI DS because  i n Nami bi a  t he  h i ghes t  p r ev al ence

r at e  o f  HI V i s  i n  young  peop l e .   And  I  c ame  t o  r ea l i z e  t ha t

s t i l l  y oung  peop l e  t hey  be l i ev e  what  t hey  s ee t hat  HI V i s
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s ome t h i ng t ha t ’ s  not  meant  f or  t hem es pec i a l l y  i f  t hey  a r e

s t i l l  a t  s c hoo l .   Th i s  was  a  b i g i nf l uenc e on me  and I  dec i ded

l et  me  d i s c l os e my  HI V s t a t us  pub l i c l y  s o  t hey  c an  see  t ha t  y ou

c an  be  y oung,  you  can  be  home f r om wha t ev er  f ami l y ,  HI V does

not  di s c r i mi na t e .   And f r om t o  wa t ch  peop l e  di s c r i mi na t e  peop l e

wi t h  HI V i s  t her e  i s  a b i g ,  bi g ,  b i g  s t i gma  and  di s cr i mi na t i on

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  aga i ns t  HI V and AI DS i n  Nami b i a .

So I  dec i ded t o d i sc l os e  my  s t a t us  f o r  y oung  peopl e  t o

t ak e  me  as  an  ex ampl e  t hat  whe r ev e r  y ou a r e  HI V does not

d i s c r i mi na t e.   And  i t ’ s  an  expe r i enc e  t ha t  I  hav e l ea r ned  t ha t

a l t hough  y ou a r e  pos i t i v e l i f e  goes on .   I  t r av e l ed  on

d i f f er en t  p l ac es .   I ’ m c ur r ent l y  i nv o l ved  i n  ac t i v i t i e s  wi t h

y oung peop l e i n wo r k i ng  as  an ambass ador  of  l i gh t ,  an

ambass ador  of  hope  i n  my  c ount r y  t ar ge t i ng y oung  peop l e i n

s ec onda r y  s chool s .   So l i f e  goes whe t her  you  a r e  pos i t i v e  or

not .

But  be i ng pos i t i v e ,  wonder i ng i f  ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )

y ou r se l f  and i f  y ou l ook  a t  al l  t he s t at i s t i cs  bei ng g i v en  o f

HI V i t ’ s  i n  y oung  peopl e .   So I  be l i ev e t ha t  we  as  young  peop l e

we need  t o  do  some t h i ng ,  ho l d hands,  f i gh t  aga i ns t  t h i s

epi demi c .   Thank  y ou .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ni l ow ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  i s  par t  of  a

g r oup c a l l ed Lur onga  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  Epa r u  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  wh i ch  i s

t he  as s oc i a t i on o f  peop l e l i v i ng wi t h  AI DS i n Nami b i a .   And I

r emember  when  I  f i r s t  s a t  down  and  t a l ked  wi t h  t hem a  coup l e  of
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y ea r s  ago.   I t  was  a  ve r y  s ad mee t i ng  bec aus e s eve r al  of  t hem

had  ac t ual l y  gone  t o  t he  hos pi t al  t o  be t r ea t ed .   And  t hey  we r e

t ur ned  away  by  t he  nu r s es a t  t he hos p i t a l  who d i dn ’ t  wan t  t o

dea l  wi t h peop l e  who  we r e l i v i ng wi t h  AI DS.   And  t hat  was  an

ext r eme l y  pai n f u l  ex per i enc e  t hat  t he  med i c a l  s y s t em s hou l d

c l os e t he doo r s  on  peop l e who wer e  l i v i ng  wi t h  AI DS.

I  r emember  t h r ee  o r  f ou r  y oung  women  weep i ng  as  we

t al k ed  abou t  i t  because  t hey  had s uf f e r ed  s uch  s t i gma  i n  t he

p r oc es s  of  s t r ugg l i ng  wi t h  t he  v i r us .   Now r i gh t  bes i de me  i s

Hyde i a  and  I ’ m go i ng  t o  as k  he r ,  and  s he  has  s poken  t o  many

s t uden t s  and t o many  s t uden t  bodi es  ov er  t he  l as t  number  o f

y ea r s .   So  I ’ m go i ng  t o  as k  he r  t o  g i v e y ou  a s ens e  o f  wha t  s he

t hi nks  i s  i mpo r t an t  and  wha t  s he has  s t r ugg l ed  wi t h .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   Wel l  my  name i s  Hy de i a.   I ’ m 19

and  I  was bor n  wi t h i t .   My  bi r t h  mo t her  was  an  I V dr ug us er

who  i n f ec t ed her s e l f  and  pas sed  i t  on  t o  me  at  b i r t h.

Al l  my  f r i ends ,  I ’ ve  nev er  l os t  any f r i ends .   They ’ ve

a l ways  been  pos i t i ve  about  t he  f ac t  t hat  I  hav e  AI DS bec ause  i f

y ou  mee t  s omeone  wi t h  AI DS t hey ’ r e  no r ma l .   You  can ’ t  ge t  i t

f r om t ouch i ng  t hem o r  be i ng  ar ound  t hem.   You c an’ t  ge t  AI DS

l i k e  t ha t .   So  t he r e ’ s  no r eas on why  y ou  shoul d  be  af r ai d  t o  be

a  f r i end  wi t h  someone  who’ s  i n f ec t ed .

And  so  eve r ybody  i n my s choo l ,  al l  my  f r i ends,  t hey

s uppor t  me .   They  l e t  me  k now t ha t  wha t  I  do  i s  i mpor t an t

bec aus e  k i ds  a r e  our  f u t ur e .   And  i f  we don ’ t  t ake  t he  t i me t o



UNICEF, Nickelodeon, The N, and The Kaiser Family Foundation
Youth and HIV/AIDS
12/1/03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

11

educ at e  ou r  k i ds  we mi gh t  no t  hav e  a  f ut u r e  bec aus e  t her e  i s  no

c ur e  f o r  AI DS.

So i t ’ s  i mpor t an t  t ha t  i f  y ou guy s  hav e ques t i ons o r

y ou  go  t o y ou r  t eache r s ,  y ou  go  t o  y ou r  par ent s ,  y ou go

whe r ev e r  because  eve r ybody  s hou l d  be  educ at ed.   And  neve r  be

a f r a i d  t o ask  a ques t i on  bec aus e t he r e ’ s  no  suc h  t h i ng  as  a

s t up i d  ques t i on.

And  I  wi l l  con t i nue t o educ a t e  k i ds  as  l ong  as  k i ds  a r e

bec omi ng  i n f ec t ed  bec aus e t her e ’ s  some t h i ng  t ha t ’ s  ve r y

i mpo r t an t .   Becaus e as  y ou  c an  see  i t ’ s  not  j us t  happeni ng  i n

Amer i c a .   I t ’ s  happen i ng  ev e r y whe r e.   And  i t ’ s  happen i ng  i n

y ou r  c ommun i t y .   So don ’ t  t h i nk  t hat  y ou  don ’ t  k now anybody

wi t h  AI DS bec aus e  you r  bes t  f r i end  mi ght  hav e AI DS.   So y ou

s hou l d  r ea l l y  t h i nk  abou t  what ,  y ou s hou l d t hi nk  abou t  wha t  y ou

s ay  abou t  peop l e  wi t h  AI DS bef o r e  you  say  i t .   Bec aus e  y ou

don ’ t  k now who  mi ght  hav e i t .   And  t h i s  i s  a  peopl e ’ s  di s eas e .

AI DS doesn ’ t  d i s c r i mi na t e l i ke  peopl e  do .   And  j us t  t h i nk  about

t hi ngs  bec aus e  t ha t ’ s  what ’ s  i mpo r t an t .

I f  I  was  a f r a i d o f  what  my  f r i ends  mi ght  say  about  me

bec aus e  I  had  AI DS I  mi ght  nev e r  c ome  ou t  o f  my  house .   You

k now i f  I  was  af r a i d  t ha t  peop l e wou l dn’ t  l i ke  me I  mi gh t  no t

be goi ng  t o  c o l l ege nex t  y ea r .   And t h i s  i s  some t h i ng  t ha t ’ s

happen i ng.   So  don ’ t  t h i nk  t ha t  i t ’ s  not .   And  don ’ t  t hi nk  t hat

y ou  shou l d  r un  f r om i t  o r  be  a f r a i d o f  i t .   And  i f  you  k now

s omebody  as k a  quest i on  bec aus e  mor e  t han  l i ke l y  we  want  y ou  t o
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be educ a t ed .   And  we  don ’ t  wan t  y ou t o  be  a f r a i d  o f  us  bec aus e

t he r e i s  no  r eas on .   We ’ r e  j us t  l i ke  eve r ybody  e l s e .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ok Hyde i a has ,  whose  name I

mi s p r onounc ed  bu t  now I  wi l l  c o r r ec t  i t ,  Hy dei a  has  t h r own  ou t

a  c hal l enge  t o  y ou  t o  t h i nk  of  some ques t i ons,  any  quest i ons .

She ’ l l  obv i ous l y  be happy t o  answer  any ques t i ons a t  a l l .   I

t hi nk  ev er y body wi l l .

But  be f o r e  we  do  t ha t  t hank  you  f o r  hav i ng y ou  hand  up

but  I ’ l l  c a l l  on  y ou  as  soon  as  Andr i na ( mi s spe l l ed?)  has  t o l d

us her  s t o r y .

ANDRI NA ( MI SSPELLED?) :   Ok my name  i s  And r i na

( mi s spe l l ed?)  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  f r om Ma l awi .   I  go t  i n f ec t ed

when  I  was  16 .   I  go t  i n f ec t ed  when I  was  16  and  I ’ ve  go t  a s on

who  i s  HI V pos i t i v e,  f ou r  y ear s  o l d.   And  I  was  hi d i ng  about  my

s t a t us  up t o 20 y ear s  o l d.   And  becaus e o f  s t i gma and

d i s c r i mi na t i on  i n  my  count r y  and ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )  s omewha t  open

y ou  f i nd  t hat  i f  y ou  wan t  t o  buy s ome t hi ng,  some t h i ng  l i k e

c l o t hi ng  peop l e wi l l  l augh  a t  y ou  say i ng  t ha t  y ou a r e  dy i ng s o

why  buy  t hose  c l o t hes .

And  some t i mes  i f  y ou  t ak e a  cab  and maybe  y ou f eel

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  open  and y ou wan t  t o  us e  t he s ame  cab  and

s omebody  has s een  t ha t  y ou  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  ev e r yone wi l l  go

away  and  don’ t  t ouch  t ha t  c ab a f r a i d  o f  bei ng i n f ec t ed .   And

t hey  s how t he  pr ob l em t hat  I  had t o ac ces s o f  buy i ng t he

med i c i ne .   And  I  was  af r ai d  of  my  mama Ka r en ,  and espec i a l l y  my
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mot her  bec aus e  my  f a t he r  d i ed when  I  was  about  s ev en y ea r s  o l d.

And  I  had t he  ac c ess ,  my  f r i ends t ol d  me  t o  go  t o a

s ec ond  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  an  o r gan i za t i on  ca l l ed  t he  na t i on o f

peop l es  t ha t  wer e  l i v i ng  wi t h HI V/ AI DS i n  Ma l awi .   And  i n  t ha t

o r gani z a t i on I  me t  s ome  peop l e  who  we r e HI V pos i t i v e.   And  I

was  happ i e r  becaus e I  t hough t  t ha t ,  I  was  my se l f .   La t er  on I

got  emp l oy ed i n t he Chi e f  o f  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  i n  gove r nmen t  o f

peop l e  l i v i ng  i n  HI V and  AI DS.   And i n  t hat  I  was t r a i ned  as  a

v ol unt a r y  c ounse l i ng  and  t es t i ng and  use  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e )  hav e

s af e  s ex .   And  I  was  wi t h t he ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  on pee r

educ at i on and  wo r k ed  on  t he  you t h  counc i l  f o r  t h r ee  mont hs .

And  I ’ m enc ou r ag i ng y oung men t o go f o r  t es t i ng  bec aus e most  of

y oung men i n my c oun t r y ,  y oung  peopl e  i n  t he  c ount r y ,  t hey

don ’ t  want  t o  go  f or  HI V bec aus e t hey  don ’ t  wan t  t o  c hange

t he i r  behav i o r s .   They a r e  a f r a i d  of  c hangi ng t hei r  behav i or s

and  af r a i d  of  be i ng s t i gma t i zed .

I  haven ’ t  got  a l o t  t o s ay  bec aus e  I  hav en’ t  go t  many

expe r i ence  i n  t h i s .   And  wha t  I  c an s ay i s  t ha t  you  must ,  we

mus t  a l l  be  pos i t i ve  and  f i ght  s t i gma .   Tha t ’ s  wha t  I ’ m s ay i ng.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Now l e t ’ s  go t o ques t i ons because  I

c an  see  t ha t  a  l o t  o f  peop l e  a r e anx i ous  f o r .   The r e’ s  a

mi c r ophone ;  i s  t he r e  j us t  one?   One on  each  s i de?  Al l  r i ght ,

l et ’ s  s t ar t  i n  t he  back  r ow.   The  young g i r l  i n  t he  r ed wi t h

her ,  a l l  r i gh t ,  r i gh t  i n  bac k,  su r e.

FEMALE VOI CE 1 :   I s  i t  ha r d  ge t t i ng  i n t o  a
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r el a t i onsh i p?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Can  you  say  t hat  aga i n?

FEMALE VOI CE 1 :   I s  i t  ha r d  ge t t i ng  i n t o  a

r el a t i onsh i p?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I s  i t  ha r d  ge t t i ng  i n t o

r el a t i onsh i ps ?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I t ’ s  no t .   I ’ v e had l i k e  s ev er a l

d i f f er en t  boy f r i ends .   Peop l e i n my s c hoo l  o r  peop l e t ha t  know

me,  I ’ m ve r y  pub l i c  wi t h  t he  f ac t  t ha t  I  hav e AI DS.   I  s i t  down

and  I  l e t  t hem k now.   I  educ at e  t hem on wha t ’ s  s af e  and what ’ s

not .   I ’ ve  nev er  had  any body  no t  wan t  t o  da t e me  because  I  was

i nf ec t ed  wi t h  AI DS.   And  I  was  r ea l l y ,  I  t h i nk  t ha t ’ s  a v e r y

pos i t i v e  t h i ng .

So i t ’ s  no t  ha r d  f or  me  t o  hav e  a  r e l a t i ons h i p .

NI LOW:   One  i t ’ s  no t  r ea l l y  har d .   I  mean  you  ar e  a

human be i ng .   I  have  f ee l i ngs.   The v i r us  i s  i n  my  bl ood ,  no t

on my mi nd  so  wha t ’ s  so  ha r d?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Let ’ s  t ake  ano t he r  ques t i on .   Bac k

her e ,  why don ’ t  y ou c ome  i n t o t he  cen t er  ai s l e  whe r e t he r e  s eem

t o be mor e  hands  up.   Th i s  y oung f el l ow on t he  edge  was t he

f i r s t  pe r s on t o s t and  up  s o  why  don’ t  we  gi v e h i m a  c hanc e .

MALE VOI CE 1:   Hel l o.   Does AI DS ho l d y ou  bac k  f r om

doi ng anyt h i ng?  Does  AI DS hol d  y ou back  f r om do i ng  anyt h i ng?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I s  t he r e  anyt h i ng  t ha t  y ou  don ’ t  do

bec aus e  of  AI DS?   Does i t  ho l d  you  bac k f r om any t h i ng?   Who
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wan t s  t o  answer ?

NI LOW:   I  c an on l y  say  when y ou  ar e  i n  a r el a t i onsh i p

t he  on l y  t h i ng  t ha t  wi l l  no t  r eal l y  bu t  t he  on l y  t h i ng  I  c an

s ay  i s  one  has  t o  al way s  mak e s ur e  t ha t  y ou  don ’ t  do t hi ngs

t ha t  a r e  r i sk .   L i ke  when y ou a r e  i n  a  r e l a t i ons hi p  y ou

p r ev en t ,  y ou avo i d  y our s el f  f r om unp r o t ec t ed  s ex  and but

bec aus e  I  s ay  we  a r e  human  bei ngs  and  I  mean  I  don ’ t  s ee  any

d i f f er ence  be t ween  me  and a  pe r son  who ’ s  negat i v e.   So  why

s hou l d  I  be  ho l d  bac k  by  any t h i ng?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   You  guy s  when  I  was y ounge r  I

was  ve r y  s i ck .   I  had  a  l o t  of  l ung p r ob l ems  s o  I ’ m no t  as

a t h l et i c  as  I  wou l d l i k e  t o  be .   I  us ed t o do a  l o t  o f

c hee r l eadi ng and  danc e and  I ’ m no t  ab l e t o do i t  anymor e

bec aus e  I  don ’ t  have  t he  l ung c apac i t y .

But  t he r e’ s  no t h i ng r ea l l y  t ha t  we  c an ’ t  do .   Ther e ’ s ,

i f  I  wan t ed  t o  I  c ou l d but  I  r eal l y  don’ t  l i ke  bei ng exhaust ed

and  t r y i ng  t o  ca t c h my b r ea t h.   So  bu t  anyt h i ng  bas i c a l l y .   We

c an  pr e t t y  muc h do  anyt h i ng  t ha t  we pu t  our  mi nds t o.   L i k e

we’ r e no t ,  I ’ m no t  s i ck  any mor e .   I ’ m ab l e t o do ,  l i k e ,  I  can

do bas k e t ba l l ,  s wi mmi ng  and  s t u f f  l i k e  t hat .   Bu t  i t  j us t ,  I

get  wi nded  ve r y  eas i l y  s o I  l i k e t o s i t  out  a l o t .   Bu t  I  go  t o

s chool .   I ’ m i n s c hoo l .   I  go t o s choo l  f i v e  day s a  week .   I  do

p r e t t y  muc h  ev er y t hi ng t ha t  no r ma l  k i ds  do l i k e  bec aus e I  am

nor mal .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Andr i na  ( mi ss pel l ed? )  do  y ou  want
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t o s ay  s ome t h i ng?

ANDRI NA:   Yeah  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  I ’ ve  got  a boy f r i end.

The  one  who  i n f ec t ed  me  i s  a l s o  HI V pos i t i v e .   So i n my c oun t r y

i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  have  someone  t o  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  y ou who i s

HI V nega t i v e bec ause  t hey a l way s ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e ) .   He r e  i t

a r i s es  y ou ’ r e  HI V pos i t i ve .   So  I ’ m happy  t o  hav e a  boyf r i end

who  i s  HI V pos i t i v e.   We  a r e  a l way s us i ng  c ondoms.   That ’ s  why

I ’ m no t  ge t t i ng anyt h i ng  l i k e i nf ec t i ons .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   So y ou r  ex per i enc e  i s  t hat  when  HI V

nega t i v e  y oung  men  want  t o  hav e  a  r e l a t i ons h i p  and  l ea r n  t ha t

t he  woman i s  pos i t i v e…

ANDRI NA:   Yeah  i f  someone i s  p r opos i ng  y ou and  f ound

t ha t  y ou  a r e pos i t i v e  he  goes away .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ok.

ANDRI NA:   Tha t ’ s  t he  pr obl em i n  my  c ount r y .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Nex t  quest i on .   Ri gh t  he r e  a t  t hi s .

FEMALE VOI CE 2 :   How do  y ou  r eact  t o peop l e  who

d i s c r i mi na t e aga i ns t  you  bec aus e y ou  hav e  AI DS o r  y ou ’ r e  HI V

pos i t i v e?

NI LOW:   On my s i de  I  r ea l l y ,  I  l ook  at  t ha t  pe r s on

t wi c e because  you  po i nt  f i nger s  a t  me ,  y ou k now,  po i n t  f i nge r s

t o t he  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  f i nger s  a r e po i n t i ng  a t  you r s e l f .   So

i t ’ s  l i k e y ou ’ r e  s t i gma t i z i ng y ou r se l f .   St i gma  i s  t he r e  but  as

a  human  be i ng  you  hav e t o be  b r av e .   Bei ng HI V pos i t i v e t o  me

does  no t  mean  i t ’ s  t he end  o f  y ou r  l i f e.   So  I  bel i ev e  t ha t
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per s on  who ’ s  s t i gmat i z i ng me  t oday  t omor r ow i t  wi l l  a  shame.

So i t ’ s  a dea l  t ha t  y ou  hav e  s t i gma.   Today  someone  wi l l  c ome

bac k  t o  s t i gma t i z e  y ou.   So  I  don ’ t  r eal l y  get  f r us t r a t ed  by

t he  so r t  o f  be i ng  af f ec t ed  by  t hes e.   I  k now be f or e  I  di s c l os e

my s i c k nes s  I  know t her e  wi l l  be s t i gma,  di s cr i mi na t i on.   And  I

am r eady  t o  f i gh t  i t  so  t ha t ’ s  no t  a  b i g  dea l .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ni l ow ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  how hav e ;  c an  I

ask  you  how have  y ou  ex per i enc ed t he  s t i gma?   What  has  been

done?

NI LOW:   On my s i de  I  don ’ t ,  I  haven ’ t  been  s t i gma t i z ed .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Rea l l y ?

NI LOW:   Not  ev en  d i sc r i mi nat ed.   I  hav e  f r i ends.   The

f r i ends  t ha t  I  hav e bef o r e  I  c ame  t o  k now my  s t a t us  a r e s t i l l

t he  f r i ends  t hat  I ’ m hav i ng .   I ’ m ac c ept ed by  my  f ami l y ,  t he

c ommun i t y  and  ev e r ybody .   So  l i f e  goes  on .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ei t her  o f  t he  ot he r s ?

ANDRI NA:   Ok on my  s i de  and  about  s t i gma ,

d i s c r i mi na t i on  I  f ound t ha t  t he  ones  who  ar e  s t i gma t i z i ng  me

a r e  t he  one  who have  nev er  gone  f o r  HI V t es t .   And  on  t op  of

t ha t ,  ok  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Al l  r i gh t ,  l e t ’ s  go t o ano t her

ques t i on  t hen .   Ther e ’ s  a hand  up  r i gh t  her e .

FEMALE VOI CE 3 :   I  j u s t  wan t  t o  k now i f  any ,  i f  you r

l i f e  i s  di f f e r en t  i f  you  had ,  i f  y ou  wer en’ t  bo r n wi t h  AI DS

was ,  i s  you r  l i f e  di f f e r en t  t han i t  was bef o r e  y ou  we r e bo r n?
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I  mean ,  so r r y ,  be f or e  y ou had AI DS o r  HI V pos i t i ve .   Who  was

y ou r  l i f e d i f f er en t  f r om?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I s  y ou r  l i f e d i f f e r en t  now f r om

wha t  i t  was  be f o r e  y ou got  t he  v i r us ?

NI LOW:   On my s i de  l i f e i s  d i f f e r en t  i n  a  way  t ha t  t hi s

i s  t he  t i me  t hat  I ’ m see i ng  wha t  l i f e ’ s  a l l  abou t .   Becaus e I

d i dn ’ t ,  be f or e  I  c ame  t o  k now my s t a t us  I  d i dn ’ t  k now,  I  was

j us t  l i v i ng  l i f e  bec aus e  i t ’ s  l i f e  and  I  hav e t o  l i ve  some

l i v i ng .   Bu t  now I ’ m l i v i ng  hav i ng  a  mi s s i on  and  a  v i s i on  of

wha t  I ’ m l i v i ng.   And  I  know now t ha t  wha t  i s  best  f o r  me  no t

wha t ’ s  bes t  and what  i s  bes t  and wha t  i s  no t  bes t .   So  l i f e i s

d i f f er en t  i n t he  way  t ha t  I ’ ve  bec ome  mor e mat u r e.   And i t  does

not  mean  I ’ m goi ng  t o  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e ) .   And  I ’ m p r oud  o f  t he

way  I ’ m l i v i ng  my  l i f e now bec aus e  on  t he  o t he r  s i de I  wou l d

not  hav e  been  i n  New Yo r k  t oday .   So  I ’ m r ea l l y  pr oud  of  t he

way  I ’ m l i v i ng .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Di d  you  wan t  t o s ay s ome t h i ng

And r i na  ( mi ss pel l ed? ) ?

ANDRI NA:   On my s i de  my  l i f e  c hanged  t ot a l l y  d i f f e r en t

bec aus e  I  had  many  i n f ec t i ons t ha t  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  i s  her e .

And  when  I  changed  my  l i f e  and  s t a r t ed  t o  t ak i ng  my se l f

eve r y t h i ng  goes ou t  on t he  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And a t  f i r s t  y ou

c an ’ t  ev en  be l i ev e  t hat  I  was t he  one  who  has many  i n f ec t i ons

and  t ha t  my  l i f e  has  now c hanged.   And  I ’ m p r o t ec t i ng  my s e l f .

Thank y ou.
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MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Does  t he ,  t he r e’ s  a mi c r ophone

r i gh t  he r e .

FEMALE VOI CE 4 :   I  want ed  t o  k now i f  l i k e  t he  U. S.

gov e r nment  i s  supp l y i ng  Af r i ca  wi t h dona t i ons f o r  l i k e  t he

t r ea t men t  o f  HI V bec aus e  s ome c oun t r i es  l i k e  don ’ t  hav e t he

t r ea t men t s  f o r  HI V.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I  t h i nk  t ha t ’ s  p r obab l y  eas i er  f o r

me t o t a l k  about  t han  member s  o f  t he  pane l .   Yes .   The

Pr es i den t  o f  t he  Uni t ed  St a t es  bac k l as t  Janua r y  announc ed  t hat

t he  Un i t ed  St a t es  wou l d  spend a  t o t a l  of  15  bi l l i on  do l l a r s

ove r  f i v e y ea r s ,  t hr ee b i l l i on  do l l a r s  a  yea r ,  t ur ned  ou t  t o  be

a  l i t t l e  l ess  t han  t hat  i n  t he  f i r s t  y ea r .   Bu t  i t ’ s  v er y  s t i l l

v er y  h i gh whi c h woul d  go  t o  11  or  12  c oun t r i es  i n Af r i ca .

I nt e r es t i ng l y  enough  Ma l awi  i s  no t  one  o f  t hos e

c oun t r i es .   Bu t  i t  woul d  go  t o  12  coun t r i es  i n  Af r i ca  f o r

t r ea t men t  and  pr ev en t i on  and  c a r e  and  educa t i on  f o r  ev er y

s i ng l e  aspect .   Bu t  a  l o t  o f  i t  wi l l  go t o pur c has e  d r ugs  t o

k eep  peopl e  a l i v e .

J us t  ou t  o f  c u r i os i t y ;  who ,  wh i ch  of  t he  t h r ee  o f  y ou

i s  now on t r ea t men t ,  now t ak i ng  an t i  r et r o v i r a l s?   Andr i na and

Hyde i a?   Bu t  y ou ’ r e not ?

NI LOW:   No.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Can  you  t a l k  abou t  t hat  a l i t t l e

b i t ?

NI LOW:   I  be l i ev e t ha t  i t ’ s  my,  my s e l f  and  I .   I  can
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mak e  i t  wi t hou t  t r ea t men t  because  I ’ m a per s on  who  be l i ev es i n

mys e l f .   When  I ’ m s i c k  I  k now t ha t  my  own  be l i e f  wi l l  hea l  me

bec aus e  I ’ m,  l i k e  t he  s i de  e f f ec t s  o f  t he  t r ea t men t  i s

s ome t h i ng t ha t  I  r ea l l y  can ’ t  c ope  wi t h.   So  whe t he r  I  ge t  on

t r ea t men t  I  don’ t  t h i nk  i t  wi l l  be  any  d i f f e r en t .   I  don ’ t  s ee

a  need  o f  me bei ng  on  t r ea t men t .   I  be l i eve  t ha t  I  wi l l  go  on .

I  wi l l  l i v e  l i f e  l onger  i f  I ’ m be l i ev i ng .   So I  be l i ev e i n  me ,

mys e l f  and  I .   And  when  I ’ m s i c k  I  a l way s  t a l k  t o t he  s i c k nes s

t ha t  hey ,  l i s t en ,  you  c an’ t  con t r o l  me .   I  am c ont r ol l i ng

mys e l f .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   You  don ’ t ,  by  al l  means  don ’ t  hav e

t o.   We l l  I  t h i nk  we ’ l l  come  back  t o  t ha t  a t  s ome poi n t .   Bu t

l et ’ s ,  t he r e’ s  a  hand  on  t ha t  s i de  o f  t he  a i s l e ,  a  young  g i r l .

MALE VOI CE 2:   My ques t i on  i s  why  do  y ou t h i nk  HI V and

AI DS has  had s uc h  a dev ast a t i ng  i mpac t  on  t he y out h  c ommun i t y

j us t  l i k e wor l dwi de?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Can  you  r epea t  t ha t  j us t  onc e?

MALE VOI CE 2:   Why  do  y ou  t h i nk  HI V and  AI DS has  had

s uc h  a  dev ast a t i ng  i mpac t  on  t he y oung  c ommuni t y  wo r l dwi de?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Why  do  y ou  t h i nk  AI DS has had s uc h

a  devas t at i ng  i mpact  on  you t h wor l dwi de?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   For  one  es pec i al l y  i n  Amer i c a,

PTA member s ,  t he  Cong r es s,  t he  Pr es i dent ,  t hey  don ’ t  wan t  t o

t hi nk  t hat  k i ds  a r e out  he r e  do i ng  wha t  we’ r e do i ng .   I ’ m go i ng

t o s ay  we,  bec aus e  I ’ m a  pee r ,  I  am o f  y our  age  gr oup .   I  go  t o
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s chool .   I  see  wha t  k i ds  do .   I  s ee what  k i ds  ge t  i nt o .

Adu l t s  don ’ t  wan t  t o  be l i ev e  t hat  we  k now mor e  t han

wha t  we  know.   Am I  l y i ng?   A l ot  of  par ent s  t hey don ’ t  want  t o

t al k  about ,  y ou k now,  t hey  don ’ t  wan t  t o  t a l k  abou t  s ex.   They

don ’ t  want  t o  t h i nk  t ha t  we ,  t hey  don ’ t  g i v e  us  cr edi t  f o r  what

we k now.   The r ef o r e t hey ’ r e  no t  g i v i ng  us  educ a t i on  t hat  we

need .

How many  o f  y ou have  ac t ua l l y  had  someone  c ome  t o y ou r

s chool  and  t a l k  t o  y ou abou t  HI V AI DS?   Look  a t  how many  k i ds

a r e  i n  t he  r oom.   Look a t  how many  peopl e  r a i s ed  t hei r  hands .

I n my own s t a t e o f  Nevada I  can ’ t  go  and  t a l k  t o  my  own peer s

abou t  HI V/ AI DS.   And  t ha t ’ s  a s ad ,  t ha t ’ s  s ad.   We  j us t  we r e

out  he r e  do i ng  i t  bu t  nobody ’ s  ou t  he r e educ at i ng us .

And  so  as  y ou t h i t ’ s  t i me t hat  we  educ at e  ou r s e l ves .

You  know go  t o  y ou r  par ent s .   Go t o y our  couns e l or  or  you r

p r i nc i pa l .   Te l l  t hem y ou want  somet h i ng  i n  you r  s c hoo l

t omor r ow abou t  HI V/ AI DS.   Because  k i ds  we  c an make  a

d i f f er ence .   And  i t ’ s  up  t o  you .   I  c an’ t  do  i t  al one .   L i ke  I

l ov e  t r ave l i ng .   I  l o ve  go i ng and  speak i ng t o k i ds .

But  i f  y ou  guy s don’ t  f i gh t  f o r  y our  r i gh t  i t ’ s  no t

goi ng t o  be  t her e ,  t he educ a t i on.   And  I ’ m s o happy  t hat  y ou

ask ed t hat  quest i on.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I s  t he r e  a  l aw i n  t he  s t at e  of

Nev ada  t ha t  s ays  y ou  can ’ t  go t o s choo l s  t o  t a l k  abou t

HI V/ AI DS.
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MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I  don’ t  ac t ua l l y  k now what  t he

l aw i s  o r  t he  r equ i r emen t .   Bu t  we  wen t  t o a  s c hoo l  a f t e r  t h r ee

o ’ c l oc k .   The  med i at o r  s ai d  t he  wo r d  c ondom.   She was  pu t  on

admi ni s t r a t i v e  l eave  and  f i ned .   So and my mom and  me  we  c an ’ t

a f f o r d  t o t hes e f i ve  t hous and dol l ar s  and  what  bec aus e  we  sa i d

t he  wo r d  c ondom.   And  s o  t hey c hanged  t he  l aws .   We  won’ t  be

s peak i ng  i n  any s c hoo l s  i n  Vegas.   Bu t  I  say  I  bel i ev e  t he r e  i s

a  l aw.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I  woul d  hav e t hought  Vegas  needed

i t  mor e  t han mos t  of  us .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   We do,  we do.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Yes ?   Al l  r i gh t ,  by  a l l  means.   Go

ahead ov er  he r e.

MALE VOI CE 3:   For  t hos e o f  y ou  who  ar e  on  t r eat men t ;

wha t  a r e  s ome  of  l i k e  t he s i de  ef f ec t s  t hat  you  f ac e?

ANDRI NA:   L i k e  on  my  s i de ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) ,  on  my s i de

s i nc e I  was  on  t r eat men t  I  d i dn ’ t  hav e  any s i de  ef f ec t s .   Bu t  I

had  my  f r i ends  who  have  s i de  e f f ec t s .   Bu t  I  don ’ t  know how

t hey  f ee l .   Becaus e s i nc e I  was  on  t r eat men t  I  d i dn ’ t  hav e  any

s i de  e f f ec t s .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   The  s i de  e f f ec t s  t ha t  I

s ome t i mes get  ar e  headac hes ,  naus ea.   I  v omi t  s ome t i mes bu t

i t ’ s  v e r y  r ar e l y  as  l ong  as  I  k eep  t ak i ng  t he medi c i ne

c on t i nuous l y  and  don ’ t  s t op .   Then  I  r ea l l y  don ’ t  hav e  any  s i de

e f f ec t s .
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NI LOW:   J us t  t o  add  a  bi t  on  t ha t .   Why  I  say  I  r ea l l y

c an ’ t  i t ’ s  al s o on  t he o t he r  s i de  I  have  seen a  number  o f  my

f r i ends  and  a  number  of  my  c ol l eagues  who  a r e on  t r ea t men t .

You  know t hey  ar e  ea t i ng  t oo  much .   They  ar e  ov e r ea t i ng and I

don ’ t  l i ke  i t  you  know.   And  i t ’ s ,  and  i t ’ s  al s o  s ome t hi ng  l i ke

t he  s i de  e f f ec t s  s he  spoke  abou t .   I t ’ s  s ome t h i ng t ha t  I  c an ’ t

c ope  wi t h s o t hos e  a r e t he  s i de  e f f ec t s  and  i f  y ou  wan t  t o  be

on t r ea t men t  y ou  hav e  t o  mak e s ur e  t ha t  y ou  al s o  have  enough ,

y ou  wi l l  be  ab l e  t o a f f o r d  t o hav e  enough  nu t r i t i on .   So

t r ea t men t  on t he  o t he r  s i de  you  must  be r es pons i bl e .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   See  f o r  t he  t r ea t men t  t o  wo r k  y ou

r ea l l y  need  t o  hav e f ood .   And  f o r  a  l ot  of  peop l e ,  a  l o t  of

f ami l i es  i n  Af r i c a  t her e  j us t  i sn ’ t  f ood .   So t he t r ea t men t

goes  i n t o bod i es  t ha t  a r e v e r y  weak.   And  a l t hough  t he

t r ea t men t  i s  t er r i bl y  v a l uab l e  and  t e r r i b l y  i mpo r t ant  and  j us t

t oday t he Wor l d Heal t h Or gan i z a t i on announc ed t hat  t hey want  t o

put  be t ween  t wo and t hr ee mi l l i on  peop l e  i n t o t r ea t men t  i n

Af r i ca  by  t he  yea r  2005 .

But  some  o f  t he s i de  ef f ec t s  I  see ,  and I ’ v e  s een a  l o t

o f  v omi t i ng .   I ’ v e  s een  a l o t  o f  d i a r r hea .   I ’ v e  s een  a l o t  o f

mus c ul a r  ac hes  and  pa i ns .   And  mos t  o f  i t  i s  bec aus e peop l e

don ’ t  have  enough  t o  ea t .   The i r  bod i es  a r en ’ t  s t r ong  enough .

They  don ’ t  hav e t he f ood  t o  mak e t he  t r ea t ment  mor e  e f f ec t i v e .

So when  we  t a l k  abou t  d r ugs  we  al s o have  t o  t a l k  abou t

f ood .   Who ’ s  nex t ?   Debb i e  c ome  ov er  t o t hi s  s i de o f  t he  r oom
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l es t  t hey f ee l  d i s cr i mi nat ed  agai ns t .   So  t her e ’ s  no s t i gma

her e .

FEMALE VOI CE 5 :   How i s  d r ugs r el a t ed  t o  HI V or  AI DS,

l i k e  t ak i ng  d r ugs  t ha t  a r e  bad  f o r  y ou?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   How ar e  dr ugs  r e l a t ed  t o ,  ok .

For  one  when y ou  do d r ugs y our  mi nd,  y ou ’ r e  no t  i n  you r  r i gh t

mi nd .   So y ou  wou l d do t hi ngs t ha t  wou l d  pu t  y ou r s e l f  at  r i s k

f or  bec omi ng i nf ec t ed  wi t h  AI DS.

When  y ou  do  I V d r ug us i ng need l es  t o  need l e ,  s ha r i ng

need l es  wi t h s omebody ,  b l ood  t o  b l ood  con t ac t  because  t ha t ’ s

t he  way  t ha t  AI DS i s  sp r ead ,  t h r ough  bod i l y  f l u i ds .   And  b l ood

i s  t he  number  one  way .   So  i f  y ou ’ r e  doi ng I V d r ug  us i ng ;  when

y ou ,  i f  I ’ m i n f ec t ed  and  I  pas s  t he need l e on t o  he r  and  s he ’ s

not  i n f ec t ed s he  wi l l  become  i n f ec t ed .   So t ha t ’ s  how dr ugs a r e

c onnec t ed t o HI V/ AI DS.   You  wan t  t o e l abo r a t e on  t hat ?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   No,  t ha t ’ s  pe r f ec t .   Go  ahead aga i n

on t ha t  s i de.

FEMALE VOI CE 6 :   Do y ou  t hi nk  y ou  made  a  di f f er enc e

abou t  on  t he way  o t he r  peop l e t hi nk  abou t  peop l e  who a r e

i nf ec t ed  wi t h  HI V and  AI DS?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Good  quest i on .   Do  y ou t hi nk  y ou’ v e

made  a  d i f f er enc e  i n  t he  way  o t he r  peopl e  a r e t h i nk i ng  about

HI V/ AI DS as  y ou t a l k  about  i t  and  educ at e  t hem?   Who wan t s  t o?

May be ev er y body s hou l d ans wer  t ha t .

ANDRI NA:   Yeah  i t ’ s  s ome t h i ng l i k e  on  my  s i de I  f ee l
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l i k e  when I ’ m i n  a  g r oup  o f  peopl e  who  a r e HI V pos i t i v e I  mak e,

I  f eel  l i k e  s ome t h i ng  l i ke ,  I ’ m f eel i ng l i k e  s omet h i ng  l i k e

a l one.   I  f ee l  l i k e l one l y  and  I  f ee l  t he r e ’ s  s t i l l  s ome t h i ng

l i k e  may be  no t  t o  di s c l ose  my s t a t us .   And I  j us t  f ee l  as  i f

I ’ m l one l y  i n  a g r oup  o f  peopl e  nega t i ve ,  HI V nega t i v e .

NI LOW:   I  made  a  b i g d i f f e r ence  i n  a  number  o f  y oung

peop l e ’ s  l i ves .   They  have  c hanged  t he i r  way  o f  behav i or s .

They  hav e,  some o f  t hem es pec i a l l y  ac t i v e ,  and  i t  has  t ouc hed

t hem i n  a way  t ha t  t hey  dec i ded  t o  abs t a i n.   So r t  o f  l i k e  de l ay

s ex  and  t he  r esponse  I  get  f r om y oung  peopl e  i t  r ea l l y  s hows

t ha t  I ’ m mak i ng a  di f f e r enc e  i n  a  number  of  peop l e ’ s  l i v es .

And  I ’ m pr oud  of  t ha t .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Hyde i a  y ou ’ ve  done  a  l o t  o f  t h i s .

Wha t  do  you  t h i nk ?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I  be l i ev e t ha t  I  hav e  c hanged

t he  way  t ha t  peop l e t hi nk  abou t  HI V/ AI DS bec aus e  I ’ ve  had

peop l e  t ha t  c ame  up t o me and s ai d  I  wou l d nev e r  t o  t a l k  t o

s omebody  who had  AI DS and now I  want  t o be y ou r  bes t  f r i end.

So I  t h i nk  I  hav e  changed a  l o t  o f  peopl e ’ s  ou t l ook  on

HI V/ AI DS.   And  y ou  c an ans wer  t ha t  quest i on  you r se l f  bec ause

how di d  you  f eel  bef o r e  you  came and  how do  you  f ee l  now?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Wel l  j us t  a  momen t .   Can  we  as k

t ha t  y oung  man  t o  ans wer  t he  ques t i on  he  j us t  as ked?  How hav e

y ou  been  i n f l uenc ed by t hi s  di s cus s i on?  Do  you  wan t  t o t ake

t he  mi c r ophone  and  t e l l  us  how?
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MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   You  don ’ t  hav e  t o  i f  you  don ’ t

wan t  t o .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Oh why  not ?

FEMALE VOI CE 6 :   Yeah  I  hav e  becaus e I  t hough t  t ha t

j us t  bec aus e s ome  has  i t  y ou  s hou l dn ’ t  be  l i ke  a r ound  t hem.

But  now i t ’ s  j us t  l i k e t hey ’ r e  j us t  l i ke  you .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ok.   Nex t  doo r  he r e.   Ri gh t  nex t

doo r  t h i s…

FEMALE VOI CE 7 :   Bef o r e  y ou  go t  i n f ec t ed  wi t h  HI V wha t

was  you r  ou t l ook  on AI DS and  HI V?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Bef o r e  y ou  go t  i n f ec t ed  wha t  d i d

y ou  t h i nk  o f  i t ?   Wha t  d i d ,  be f or e  y ou  go t  i nf ec t ed  how d i d y ou

f ee l  about  HI V/ AI DS?   What  d i d  you  t h i nk  about  peop l e  who  had

i t ?

ANDRI NA:   Bef o r e  I  was i nf ec t ed  I  was  t h i nk i ng  t ha t

HI V/ AI DS i s  f o r  peop l e who  a r e  mar r i ed  and i t ’ s  no t  f o r  maybe

t he  young peop l e .   And I  was  no t  even  i n t er es t ed  t o  go  f o r

t es t i ng .   And  I  wasn ’ t  even  t h i nk i ng  abou t  i t .   I  was  j us t

t hi nk i ng  t hat  may be HI V/ AI DS i s  f o r  t he mar r i ed  peopl e .   Tha t ’ s

a l l .

NI LOW:   On my s i de  t o  t e l l  t he t r u t h  I  knew abou t  HI V

bef o r e  I  go t  i nf ec t ed .   I  was a  y out h  ac t i v i s t .   I  s t a r t ed  a t  a

v er y ,  v e r y  young  age  as  a y out h  ac t i v i s t  and  as  a c ampai gner

p r omot i ng t he  us i ng o f  c ondoms ,  y oung  peopl e  t o  t ak e c on t r ol  of

t he i r  l i ves .   Peop l e  i n  my  c oun t r y  c a l l  me a  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )



UNICEF, Nickelodeon, The N, and The Kaiser Family Foundation
Youth and HIV/AIDS
12/1/03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

27

but  I  t e l l  t hem t hat  I ’ m no t  a  pr eac he r .   I  am a  p r ov oke r .

So I  k new abou t  HI V and  I  j us t  af r ai d  t o  f o l l ow t he

s t eps t hat  I  was  t el l i ng  o t her  peopl e .   Howeve r  on  t he  o t her

s i de  i t ’ s  l i k e  t he  man t ha t  i n f ec t ed  me o r  t he  guy  t ha t

i nf ec t ed  me  t he l ove  t ha t  I  had  f o r  h i m f oo l ed  me.   I  f e l t

l i k e ,  t he wor ds we r e  i ns i de ,  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  t o  j us t  us e  a

c ondom.   Bu t  I  f a i l ed  t o  t e l l  h i m t ha t  l e t ’ s  us e  a  condom.   I

f el t  l i k e i f  I  t e l l  h i m may be t ha t  wi l l  be t he  end  of  t he

r el a t i onsh i p t ha t  he  wou l d  s ay  ok ,  y ou  go  buy a  condom.

And  you  know I  was  j us t  s t i l l  y oung t o  s ay no and l et

me no mean  no .   So  t hat ’ s  what  happened.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   I s  t ha t  us i ng ,  t ha t ’ s  t he way mos t

y oung g i r l s  and women  woul d  f ee l .

NI LOW:   I n my,  i n t he  commun i t y  whe r e I  c ome  f r om I

k now I  bel i ev e  i t  i s  t he  s ame t hi ng t hat  s t i l l  o t he r  y oung

peop l e  a r e  go i ng  t hr ough .   One  r ea l l y  wan t s  t o  s ay  no  bu t  you

j us t  c an ’ t  con t r o l  t he men ,  so r t  o f ,  y eah .   One  k i nd o f  l e t  no

mean  no ;  i n  t hey  s ay  i n  my  c oun t r y  t hey s ay  when  a  man ,  when

y ou  t e l l  a  man  t ha t  no t hen  t he  man t h i nk s  t ha t  t hen may be  and

may be means  y es.   So  i t ’ s…

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Let ’ s  c ome  bac k.   Ri ght  on  t he

a i s l e he r e .   I ’ m s or r y ,  ok ,  go  ahead .   Whomeve r  you ’ v e  g i v en

t he  mi c r ophone  t o  so  I  c an ’ t  s ee a t  t h i s  po i nt .   Al l  r i gh t .

Hi .   One  he r e  and  t hen ove r  he r e,  t h i s  s i de  f i r s t  and  t hen

we’ l l  c ome  t o  t h i s  s i de .   Go  ahead .
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FEMALE VOI CE 8 :   At  wha t  age  a r e peop l e mos t  vu l ne r ab l e

t o d i e  bec aus e  o f  HI V o r  AI DS?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Cou l d y ou s ay  i t  j us t  once  mor e?

FEMALE VOI CE 8 :   At  wha t  age  a r e peop l e mor e  vu l ne r ab l e

t o d i e  bec aus e  o f  HI V o r  AI DS?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Mor e  v u l ne r ab l e t o  d i e.

FEMALE VOI CE 8 :   Yes .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I ’ m go i ng t o ans wer  t ha t

ques t i on .   I  was  d i agnos ed  when  I  was  t h r ee .   And t hey  s a i d

t ha t  I  wou l dn ’ t  l i ve  t o  be  f i v e  and I ’ m 19.   So  t he r e ’ s  r eal l y

no age  t ha t ,  t hey  can ’ t  t e l l  y ou when  you ’ r e  go i ng  t o  di e .   I

mean  doc t o r s  hav e  t o l d me many  t i mes  t ha t  I  was  go i ng  t o  d i e

and  I ’ m s t i l l  he r e  t oday .   And  I  f ee l  t ha t  i f  y ou bel i ev e  i n

y ou r se l f  t hat  you ’ r e  go i ng  t o mak e  i t  and  t ak i ng  c a r e  of

y ou r se l f  t hen  you ’ l l  mak e i t .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Go ahead  on  t h i s  s i de .   Who  has  t he

mi c r ophone  ov e r  he r e?

CYNTHI A:   Me.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Pl ease .

CYNTHI A:   Ok.   Hi ,  my  name  i s  Cyn t hi a .   When  y ou  f ound

out  t ha t  y ou wer e  HI V pos i t i ve  di d  y ou  ho l d  bac k  t e l l i ng

any one?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   When  y ou  f i nd  ou t ,  when  you  f ound

out  t ha t  y ou wer e  HI V pos i t i ve  di d  y ou  ho l d  bac k  i n  t e l l i ng

any one?   Di d y ou  c ome  ou t  r i gh t  away ?   What  wen t  t h r ough  y ou r
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mi nd?

NI LOW:   On my s i de  I  d i dn ’ t  hol d  bac k bec aus e  I  s ay  a

per s on  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V i s  a  pe r son  wi t h HI V needs l ov e ,  needs

c ar e .   You  need s uppo r t .   So  I  cou l dn ’ t  f i nd  t he  need  of  me

hol d i ng  bac k s or t  of  l i k e l e t  me t el l ,  l e t  me no t  t el l  bec aus e

I  k new I  need  l ov e ,  I  need  c ar e .   And  how wi l l  peop l e  know t hat

I  need ,  t hey need  t o  gi v e me  a l l  t hes e  t h i ngs i f  I  di dn’ t  t e l l

t hem.   So I  c oul dn ’ t  f i nd any o f  me ho l d i ng  bac k .   So  I  t o l d  my

mom.   I  t ook my mom f or  counse l i ng  and  t hen  she  was  t o l d  i t

c ou l d be  done .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   What  happened  be t ween  y ou when  you

t ol d  he r ?

NI LOW:   She  on l y  p r ov ed t o  me  t hat  a l t hough I ’ m

pos i t i v e  t her e  was  no  d i f f e r enc e i n t r ea t men t .   Howev e r  s howed

me mor e  l ov e,  mo r e  c a r e  and  mor e s uppo r t  t han s he used  t o  do

bef o r e .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Rea l l y ?   Andr i na  ( mi s spe l l ed?) ?

ANDRI NA:   On my s i de  I  d i d  not  di s c l os e my s t a t us  unt i l

I  had by ,  unt i l  I  was  on  t r eat men t  bec aus e my mo t he r  was  l i k e ,

when  my  ch i l d  was  s i x  s he was l i k e  go  away wi t h  you r  AI DS baby.

Some t h i ng l i k e ,  j us t  t a l k i ng ,  s ome t h i ng I  d i sc l osed  t o  he r  bu t

s he  was  j us t  t al k i ng  l i k e a  j ok e,  some t h i ng  l i k e  t hat .   And s o

I  d i dn ’ t  d i sc l os e  my  s t a t us  t o  any body  un t i l  I  had  my ,  un t i l  I

was  on  t r ea t ment  t hen  I  di s c l os ed  my  s t a t us  t o  my b r o t he r  and

my s i s t e r .
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MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   How di d  t hey acc ep t  i t ?

ANDRI NA:   The  br o t he r  o f  mi ne was  t he  one  who was

buy i ng  med i c i ne f o r  me.   And  he  was encou r ag i ng  me  t ha t  I

s hou l d  not  t h i nk  abou t  i t  s e r i ous l y  and I  have  t o wi t hs t and.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Nex t  quest i on?

FEMALE VOI CE 9 :   Hi ,  how di d  t he l i ves  o f  y ou r  s ons ,  do

t hey  i mpac t  y our  l i v es  wi t h  hav i ng  HI V o r  s i nc e  t hey a r e

i nf ec t ed  wi t h  t he  di s eas e?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Tha t ’ s  a  good  ques t i on.   Te l l  us

abou t  y our  sons.   One  i s  t h r ee  yea r s  o l d .   One  i s  f ou r  y ea r s

o l d  as  I  r emember .

ANDRI NA:   Ok,  abou t  my s on  I  c an s ay  t ha t  he ’ s  j us t  ok .

He’ s  no t  on  t r ea t men t .   And  he  doesn ’ t  l ook  l i k e  as  i f  he ’ s

s i c k .   I  mean  some t i mes  i f  I  happen t o  d i sc l os e  my  s t a t us  t o

my,  some  o f  my  r e l at i ves  and  s ome  of  my f r i ends  and  s ay i t  c an

be how c ome  y our  s on  l ook l i ke  t he  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  s ome t h i ng

l i k e  t ha t .   Bu t  he ’ s  bi g  c hest ed but  I ’ m check i ng out  a s econd

doc t or  j us t  f o r  a  check  up .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Has  he  been  heal t hy  a l l  hi s  l i f e?

ANDRI NA:   Yeah .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ni l ow ( mi s s pe l l ed? ) ?

NI LOW:   My s on  i s  hea l t hy .   He’ s  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )

c l i n i c  eve r y  mon t h  t o  s ee a  doc t o r .   He s ees  a  doc t or ,  c onsu l t

a  doct o r  ev er y  mon t h .   And  wel l  he  ex per i enc ed  s ome  s i ck ness

s ome t i mes but  t ak e  h i m f or  t o s ee  a doct o r  and  get  we l l .
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I  make ,  I  mean ,  I  mak e h i s  l i f e  happ i e r .   I  hav e  t o

k eep  h i m go i ng  and  I ’ m hav i ng hope  t ha t  I  wi l l  s ee  my  son  one

o f  t he  day s  i n  t he  a t t endi ng  s c hoo l .   The  on l y  t hi ng i s  t hat

t he  f a t her  i s  s t i l l  i n den i a l  whe r eby  ev en t ol d  us  hav e t o  s t ay

f ar  away  f r om hi m,  l e t ’ s  no t  s t op  of f  at  hi s  house .   So

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  he’ s  g r owi ng up i n t he hands o f  t he mot he r ,

onl y  t he  l ove  f r om t he mot he r  and  no t  f r om bot h  pa r en t s .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Al l  r i gh t  i s  t he r e  s omeone  ove r

t he r e?

SI MONE:   Hi .   My  name i s  Si mone and  I ’ m f r om,  ac t ual l y ,

a  h i gh  s chool .   I  had  a  ques t i on,  I  ac t ua l l y  had  t wo ques t i ons.

One  i s ,  gos h eve r y one ’ s  t u r n i ng  a r ound ,  a l l  r i gh t  one  i s  t he

f ac t  t ha t ,  you  k now,  you  c ome out  and  you ’ v e  s o r t  o f  been

d i s c us s i ng  t h i s  i s sue  i n  y ou r  own  coun t r i es  I  mean  i t ’ s

ex t r ao r d i na r y .   Bu t  i n t er ms  o f  men how p r ev al en t ,  l i k e how

c ommon ,  i s  i t  t ha t  men c an  c ome  ou t  and a l s o  d i s cus s t he  i ss ue?

Bec aus e  I ’ m s u r e  l i k e ,  y ou  k now,  i t ’ s  so r t  o f  a l l  t he  bi g

p r ob l em.   And  you  know men  and  women  a r e  you  k now eve r y t h i ng ’ s

s or t  o f  f eeds  i n t o  i t  a l l  a t  once .   So  I ’ m j us t  say i ng  l i k e i n

t er ms o f  men how c ommon  i s  i t  f or  a man t o c ome  ou t  and s ay

t ha t  he  has  AI DS and  t o  educ at e  t he popu l at i on?

And  al s o  I  mean i n  t e r ms  o f  r e l i g i on  how has  r e l i g i on

a f f ec t ed  t he use  o f  c on t r ac ept i ves  i n  you r  c oun t r y .   Sor r y .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Thos e a r e r ea l l y  good  ques t i ons .

Ok.   Te l l  us  abou t  men and  t he i r  pub l i c  pos i t i on .
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NI LOW:   On t he  a  s i de  of  t he  men  I  wi l l  as k  t he

aud i enc e  i f  y ou c an j us t  g i v e t i me  t o  a man .   Ther e  i s  a  man

her e  who  i s  pos i t i ve .   I  me t  wi t h  hi m i n  Kenya .   We  a t t ended

t he  l eader s hi p  wo r ks hop .   Mus i  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  c an  y ou p l eas e

t el l  us  on  t he  s i de o f  men?

He i s  a  man  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V.

MUSI  ( MI SSPELLED?) :   Thank y ou.   Th i s  i s  a  v e r y

c ha l l eng i ng  ques t i on  I  mus t  say .   I  c ome  f r om Swaz i l and.   I  met

t he r e i n  Na i r obi  t hi s  y ear .   I ’ m a l s o  l i v i ng  wi t h HI V.

I  j us t  f ound out  my HI V s t a t us  i n  1992 .   I n  my  c oun t r y

I  was t he s ec ond  per s on  t o  c ome  ou t  i n  t he open .   And  s i nc e

t hen  t he r e  ar e  qu i t e  a f ew men  comi ng  ou t  d i sc l os i ng t he i r  HI V

s t a t us .   And a  l o t  o f  women  who  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V and  a r e r eady

t o c ome  ou t  i n  t he  open  bu t  i n  many c ases  most  o f  t hes e women

a r e  i n  r el a t i ons h i ps  wi t h o t he r  men who a r e  mos t l y  i n  den i al .

I t  i s  v e r y ,  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o get  men  t o  open up  abou t  t he i r

HI V s t a t us .

And  t ha t  i s  wher e  t he  c hal l enge  i s .   I n many  c as es

women when  t hey ge t  i nv o l v ed  i n  r e l a t i ons hi ps  90  pe r c ent  I ’ l l

s ay  t hey ’ r e  most l y  s t eady o r  f a i t h f u l  i n  t he i r  r el a t i ons h i ps

whe r eas  men  i n  many c as es i t  i s  s oc i a l l y  ac c ep t abl e ,  espec i a l l y

i n t he  c oun t r y  t ha t  I  c ome  f r om,  whe r eby  men  wi l l  hav e  s ev er a l

g i r l f r i ends  ev en  i f  t ha t  man  i s  ma r r i ed.   He  wi l l  a l s o  hav e

ext r amar i t a l  a f f a i r s  whe r eas  when  i t  c omes t o women  i t  i s  no t

acc ept ab l e .   And  i n many  c as es  t hose  a r e  t he  men  who b r i ng  t he
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HI V v i r us  t o t he i r  women .   And  t he i r  women hav e  t o  su f f e r  a

doub l e  bur den .

I  a l so  got  ma r r i ed  j us t  t h i s  y ear  i n  Nov ember  1 .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   J us t  s o  t he  audi ence  knows  a  v e r y

s i gn i f i c an t  ma j o r i t y  of  t he  i n f ec t i ons  i n  Af r i c a  a r e amongst

women.   Women  ar e  mor e v ul ne r ab l e  t han  men t o t he i nf ec t i on.

Men  sp r ead  t he  i n f ec t i on  wi del y .   And  a maj o r i t y  o f  t he

i nf ec t i ons ,  s omewher e  be t ween 58 and  67 per c en t  of  t he

i nf ec t i ons ,  a r e women .

So women  a l so  t end  t o  be  mor e pub l i c  when  t hey  dec i de

t o dec l a r e .   For  i ns t anc e i n  Ni l ow’ s  ( mi s spe l l ed?)  cas e t he,

her  or gani z at i on  i s  headed  by a  v e r y ,  ve r y  s t r ong y oung woman

named Emma.   And  whe r ev e r  I ’ ve  gone i t ’ s  i n t er es t i ng.   The

g r oups  o f  peop l e  l i v i ng  wi t h  AI DS t end  t o  be  l ed  by  women .   And

women a r e ex t r eme l y  c ou r ageous  and  pub l i c .

Thank y ou s o muc h  f o r  s ay i ng  what  you  sa i d.   And

c ong r a t u l a t i ons on  y our  mar r i age.   Any one  on  y ou r  s i de  L i z a o r ?

Oh,  al l  r i ght ,  ok ,  s eems  as  t hough  ev e r y ,  oh  I ’ m s o r r y .   The r e

was  an  exc e l l ent  ques t i on abou t  r e l i g i on .   Who  wou l d l i k e  t o

ans wer  t ha t ?

The  ques t i on was  i n wha t  way  has t he  r el i gi on a f f ec t ed

t he  us e  of  con t r ac ep t i v es?

ANDRI NA:   L i k e  i n  my  count r y  t her e  a r e ,  mos t  o f  t he

c l e r i c  a r e  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)  or gan i z at i ons  and  no t  onl y  f a i t h

bas ed o r gan i z a t i ons but  t he  chu r c hes  do not  al l ow t he  us e  of
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c on t r ac ept i ves ,  es pec i a l l y  t o t he  you t h.   I  hea r  t hat  t he r e’ s

onl y  one  c hur c h,  a  Ca t ho l i c  chu r c h ,  bu t  i t ’ s  no t  on l y  t he

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  c hu r ches bu t  i n one  a r ea  t hey  a r e ,  t hey  a l l ow

us t o us e t he  condom.   But  t ha t ’ s  t he  on l y  c hu r c h I  k now t ha t

t hey  a l l ow you  t o  us e  a  condom i n  my  c oun t r y .   But  t hey s ay

t ha t  t hey bel i ev e  t ha t  s ex  bef o r e  mar r i age i s  s een  so  t he

c oun t r y  enc ou r age  us e  a  condom.   Thank  y ou.

MR.  STEPHEN NI LOW:   Want  t o  add  anyt h i ng  el s e?

NI LOW:   I n my c oun t r y  now at  t h i s  s t age  c hur c h  o r

r el i gi ons a r e ,  we  ar e  wo r k i ng hand  i n  hand wi t h  t hem.   We  t r i ed

our  bes t  i n  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  HI V t o pu t  p r es su r e  on  t hem unt i l

t o t hi s  po i nt  t ha t  t hey  came  t o  ag r ee  wi t h us  t hat  we  hav e  t o

wor k ,  o r  we  have  t o g i v e ,  we  have  t o  s peak t he  s ame  l anguage .

One  cannot ,  I  cannot  go  t o  s chool  and  t e l l  t he  k i ds  don’ t  us e  a

c ondom and  one  i s  say i ng  no ,  y ou c an  use  condoms .

So we c ame  t o  t ha t  p l ac e  t ha t  unt i l  we  ge t  c hu r c hes  o f

r el i gi ons t o c ome  and  wo r k  hand  i n  hand wi t h  us .   And  by  t hi s

t i me  t hey a r e  t a l k i ng  abou t  condoms,  t hey  a r e t a l k i ng  abou t  a l l

t he  ot he r  t hi ngs  t ha t  t hey  wer e  agai ns t ,  t hey a r e now t a l k i ng

t he  same  t h i ng  t ha t  we a r e  t al k i ng  as  peopl e  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V.

The r e’ s  or gan i za t i ons  g i v i ng  awar enes s  on  HI V and AI DS.

So t hi nk  t hey ’ r e  r ea l l y  wo r k i ng  wi t h ,  I  c an ’ t  r eal l y

s ay  a l o t  on t ha t  quest i on .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Who el s e  i s  next ?   Yes,  r i gh t  a t

t he  bac k .
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EDDI E:   Good  a f t er noon .   My name  i s  Edd i e .   I  at t end

Bengal  Hi gh  Sc hoo l .   The  quest i on  I  want ed t o as k  i f  has  t he r e

eve r  been a  po i n t  i n  you r  l i f e  af t er  y ou ’ r e  i n f ec t ed t ha t  you

f el t  l i k e g i v i ng  up o r  y ou  t hough t  t he r e  was ,  l i f e  was n’ t  wo r t h

l i v i ng?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Di d  you  f ee l  r ea l  des pa i r  a t  s ome

poi n t  a f t e r  y ou l ear ned  you  we r e i nf ec t ed  t hat  l i f e  wasn ’ t

wor t h l i v i ng?   Tha t  y ou ’ d l i ke  i t  t o  be ove r ?

NI LOW:   Di d  you  hea r  t he  ques t i on?

ANDRI NA:   No,  I  d i dn ’ t .

NI LOW:   Was  t he r e a  po i n t  t ha t  y ou  f el t  l i ke  when  y ou

f ound ou t  y ou r  s t a t us  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e ) .

ANDRI NA:   Ok.

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Tha t ’ s  f or  any one ,  anyone o f  y ou.

ANDRI NA:   Ok.   To  my  s i de I  was  d i sappoi n t ed  about  my

s t a t us  but  I  was  d i s appo i n t ed abou t  my  s on’ s  s t a t us  becaus e I

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  f or  a c hes t  l a t e r  on  I  do t hi nk  when  he  was

t hr ee y ear s  o l d and when  t he  doct o r  t o l d  me  t ha t  y our  son  i s

HI V pos i t i v e and  I  was d i s appo i nt ed.   And  I  ev en  c r i ed .   My on

my s t a t us  I  wasn ’ t  t oo muc h  di s appoi n t ed .

NI LOW:   I  r emember  a t i me  when I  f i r s t  l i k e r egr e t t i ng ,

as  I  s a i d may be t he s i de  o f  t en  mi nu t es  when  I  got  my  r es u l t s  I

f el t  l i k e why  di d  t h i s  happen t o me.   Bu t  I  t h i nk  i t  was  c aus ed

by not  hav i ng  enough  couns e l i ng .   Bu t  l a t er  on  I  ge t  enough,

when  I  got  enough  couns e l i ng  i t  made  me unde r s t and  wha t  i t



UNICEF, Nickelodeon, The N, and The Kaiser Family Foundation
Youth and HIV/AIDS
12/1/03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

36

means t o  be  pos i t i ve ,  how one c an  l i v e  and how one  can  c ope

wi t h  HI V.

So I  hav e no r eg r e t s .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I  neve r  f e l t  l i k e  t ha t ,  I

t hough t  l i f e i s  s uch  a beau t i f u l  t hi ng  and I  was  r a i s ed no t  t o

f ee l  any  r esen t men t  o r  f ee l  so r r y  f o r  my s el f .   So I ’ v e  nev er

f el t  l i k e g i v i ng  up.   I  al ways  wan t ed  t o  con t i nue l i k e  I  go t o

s l eep.   I ’ m j us t  wai t i ng  f o r  t omor r ow t o  come because  eac h  day

b r i ngs  s ome t h i ng  new and  beaut i f u l  t o  you r  l i f e .

So and  I  neve r  f e l t  l i k e  g i v i ng  up .   Some  o f  my  f r i ends

hav e .   They ’ v e  been r ea l  dep r es sed  bu t  y ou a l way s got  t o

r emember  l i f e  i s  a  g i f t .   And wha t  y ou  do  wi t h  t ha t  g i f t  i s  up

t o y ou .

AYANO ( MI SSPELLED?) :   Hel l o.   My  name i s  Ay ano

( mi s spe l l ed?) .   I  at t end  Eas t  Si de  Mi ddl e  Sc hoo l .   And  I  wan t ed

t o ask  i f  y ou  don ’ t  hav e  p r o t ec t ed  s ex  because  y ou  wan t  t o  ge t

p r egnan t  i s  t her e  any  way t hat  you r  c h i l d  woul dn ’ t  ge t  a f f ec t ed

by i t ?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Tha t ’ s ,  ac t ua l l y  t ha t  i s  a  ques t i on

t ha t  i s  of t en  as k ed.   I f  y ou  want  t o  get  pr egnan t  i s  t he r e  any

way  t ha t  y ou k now t ha t  y ou r  ch i l d  wou l dn ’ t  be i n f ec t ed .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   The r e’ s  med i c a t i ons t ha t  y ou  c an

t ak e  s o  you r  baby  won ’ t  be  bor n  wi t h  AI DS.   I f  I  want ed t o  have

a  baby  now t he r e ’ s  medi c at i on t ha t  I ’ d  be  ab l e  t o t ak e  s o  my

baby  wou l dn ’ t  be  bor n  i n f ec t ed  wi t h HI V/ AI DS.   So t he r e i s
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med i ca t i on  av a i l ab l e  f o r  women  t ha t  a r e p r egnan t  and HI V

pos i t i v e .

NI LOW:   To add  on t ha t  i t ’ s ,  t he r e  i s  a

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  on my mi nd  t ha t  when  you  want  t o get  pr egnan t ,

y ou  wan t  a  k i d  bu t  ok  t her e  i s  med i c a t i on .   Bu t  who  i s  t he

per s on  t ha t ’ s  go i ng t o i mp r egna t e  you?   Ar e  you  no t  go i ng  t o

i nf ec t  t ha t  pe r s on?  Th i nk  abou t  i t .

ANDRI NA:   And  t o  add  on  t ha t  i n  t he c oun t r y  t he r e’ s

t hi s  p r even t i on o f  mo t he r  t o  c h i l d  bu t  i t  s t i l l  i s  50 / 50 .   You

c an  pr ev en t  i t  bu t  s t i l l  y ou  c an i nf ec t  t he  ch i l d a l s o .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   See  t he r e’ s  a  wonder  dr ug c a l l ed

Nev i r aph i ne  ( mi s s pel l ed? ) .   And  i f  t he  mo t he r  t akes  t he t abl e t

dur i ng  t he  bi r t h i ng p r oc es s  wh i l e  she ’ s  g i v i ng  b i r t h and  t he

baby  t ak es  t he  l i qui d  equi v a l en t  i n t he f i r s t  48  hour s  t hen t he

t r ansmi s s i on o f  t he v i r us  f r om mo t he r  t o  ch i l d  i s  r educed  by

a r ound  50 per c en t .   But  t he r e i s  s t i l l  a  r ea l  poss i bi l i t y  t ha t

a  c h i l d  cou l d  be  HI V pos i t i v e a t  b i r t h .   Bu t  t he r e  i s  a v e r y

s i gn i f i c an t  poss i b i l i t y  t ha t  t he c hi l d  wi l l  be  HI V negat i v e.

I t  i s ,  as  And r i na  say s,  a s o r t  of  50 / 50 p r opos i t i on .

Who  nex t ?  Su r e.

LAURA:   Hi .   I ’ m Laur a  and  I  j us t  want ed t o as k  do y ou

eve r  hav e s ome  s o r t  o f  ange r  t owa r ds  t he  pe r son  who  go t  y ou

i nf ec t ed  wi t h  HI V/ AI DS?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Good  quest i on .   Le t ’ s  as k  Andr i na

( mi s spe l l ed?)  and  Ni l ow ( mi s spe l l ed? ) .   Do y ou  eve r  f eel  ange r
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t owa r ds  t he  pe r s on  who i nf ec t ed  y ou?

NI LOW:   On my s i de  t he  anger  t ha t  I ’ m hav i ng  ove r  t h i s

per s on  i s  not  ange r  o f  s ay i ng he i nf ec t ed  me .   He’ s  a  pa r t  o f

my l i f e .   He d i d  wha t ,  I  t h i nk  s i nce  i t  has  been ,  I  have  t o

ass ess  and  I  onl y  ge t  angr y  bec aus e t h i s  guy  i s  i n  den i a l  and

I ’ m see i ng  hi m s t i l l  wi t h o t he r  women .

And  I  have ,  o f  c ou r s e ,  a  b i g  ques t i on  mar k  t ha t  he

mi gh t  end up i nf ec t i ng my s i s t e r s  or  my b r o t he r s .   I  don ’ t  k now

t he  l ad i es  t ha t  he ’ s  s l eep i ng wi t h ,  whom ar e  t hey s l eepi ng

wi t h ;  maybe  t hey  mi gh t  be wi t h  my  br o t he r s .   And  y ou k now

t ha t ’ s  t he  on l y  ange r  t hat  I ’ m hav i ng  t ha t  he mi gh t  end up

i nf ec t i ng my own  b r o t he r s .   And  he ’ s  i nf ec t i ng  o t he r  y oung

peop l e .   And I  r ea l l y  c a r e  abou t  o t he r  y oung  peopl e ’ s  l i v es .

So t ha t ’ s  t he  ange r  t ha t  I ’ m hav i ng.

We hav e  t o  cope wi t h  eac h day.   Don’ t  need t o b l ame

eac h  o t her ,  who i n f ec t ed  who .   I t  happened and  t he r e i s  no

o t he r  way t o l et  i t  go.   Bu t  i t ’ s  on l y  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .   So

t he r e’ s  no  need t o  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  h i m f or  wha t  he  d i d.   Bu t

i t ’ s  f o r  what  he ’ s  c ont i nu i ng doi ng.

ANDRI NA:   On my s i de  I  was ,  I  gues s I  was  angr y  and

l at e r  on  I  f o r ced  my  boy f r i end ,  t he one who  i n f ec t ed me was t he

s on  of  my Pr i me Mi ni s t e r ’ s  f at her  of  my s on .   And I  encou r aged

h i m t o  go t o t he  doc t or .   And a t  bes t  he  was  i n  den i a l  bu t  now

he’ s  on  t r eat men t  and  we  a r e  s t i l l  t oget her .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Ni l ow ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  y ou  know t hat
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t he  man  who  i n f ec t ed  you  l i k es  unp r o t ec t ed s ex .   You d i dn ’ t

wan t  t o  r a i se  a c ondom wi t h  hi m becaus e y ou  f e l t  awkwar d  abou t

i t .   And  y ou k new he  wan t ed  unp r o t ec t ed s ex .

How do  y ou  f ee l  when  you  s ee  h i m mov i ng a r ound  t he

c ommun i t y  hav i ng  r el a t i ons h i ps ?   Do y ou eve r  f ee l  any  k i nd  o f

need  t o  wa r n peop l e,  t o  t e l l  peop l e?   Or  i s  i t  j us t  s ome t h i ng

t ha t  i s  pr i va t e?

NI LOW:   I  do  wa r n peop l e .   I  do  t a l k  ou t  i n publ i c .   I

hav e ,  I  was  made  r ec ove r y  i n  a l l  t hes e  t h i ngs and but  s t i l l

t he r e a r e o t he r  peop l e t ha t  know t ha t  man  i s  t he  one who

i nf ec t ed  he r .   Bu t  t hey  ar e  s t i l l  r unn i ng  a f t e r  t he  men.   I

don ’ t  k now wha t ’ s  so  spec i a l  i n  t he men.

On t he  o t he r  s i de  peopl e  a r e  a l so  i gno r i ng and  i t  a l s o

f r us t r a t es  me .   So  t her e  a r e  t i mes  i n  my  count r y  i t ’ s  ve r y ,

i t ’ s  aga i ns t  t he  l aw t o  say  somebody ’ s  name  l i k e  he  i s  t he  one

who  i n f ec t ed me.

I  have  been  i n t e r v i ewed  by  med i a,  by  d i f f er ent

news pape r s ,  I  mean  d i f f e r en t  peop l e abou t  t h i s .   And t hey ’ r e

r ea l l y  pus h  me  t o  men t i on t he guy ’ s  name  bu t  I  c an ’ t  mak e  i t

bec aus e  of  t he  l aw.

And  t he r e a r e  t i mes when  I  s ee  hi m wi t h a  l ady  and  I

f ee l  l i k e s t andi ng  ov er  hi m and  c r ac k  hi s  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e ) .

You  know t hat  ange r  but  t he r e i s  not h i ng  I  c an  do.   I t ’ s  t he

onl y  mes sage I  g i v e t hem i s  t ha t  t hey  mus t  t ak e  ca r e o f

t hemse l v es .
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MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Who el s e?  Nex t ?   Ri ght  ov e r  t her e .

STEVEN:   Hi .   I  a t t end  Bengal  Hi gh Sc hoo l .   My  name i s

St ev en .   I  ac t ua l l y  k now s omebody  who  i s  HI V pos i t i ve .   He ’ s  my

gym t eac he r .   And  he  had  a  l ot  of  t h i ngs  whe r e  he wan t ed  t o

bec ome  i n t he  f u t u r e .   But  I  j u s t  wan t  t o  k now t ha t  HI V

pos i t i v e  a f f ec t  a l l  y ou r  d r eams ,  l i k e  wha t  do y ou wan t  t o

bec ome  i n t he  f u t u r e .

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   What  do  you  want  t o be i n t he

f ut u r e?

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Oh.   Wha t  do y ou  wan t  t o  be  i n  t he

f ut u r e?   Was t ha t  t he  ques t i on  es s en t i al l y?   The  mi cr ophone’ s  a

l i t t l e  c l os e t o y our  mou t h  s o t ha t  i t ’ s  muf f l ed .

STEVEN:   I  j u s t  wan t  t o  k now t ha t  HI V pos i t i v e  af f ec t

y ou r  d r eams ,  wha t  do  you  wan t  t o bec ome i n t he  f ut u r e .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Yeah .   How does i t  a f f ec t  y ou?

Wha t  does i t  a f f ec t ,  when y ou t hi nk  abou t  what  y ou  wan t  t o  be

and  t he  dr eam t ha t  y ou hav e  f o r  y our s e l f  how does HI V af f ec t

i t ?

ANDRI NA:   On my s i de  I  t hi nk  HI V has  a f f ec t ed o f  c our s e

my educ a t i on.   Bec aus e t he  t i me  I  knew t hat  I  was pos i t i v e  I

was ,  t ha t  t i me  I  was  s t udy i ng s ome t h i ng l i k e  c ompu t er

p r og r ammi ng .   I  l e f t  sc hoo l .   I  was t h i nk i ng  t ha t  t he r e’ s  no

need  f o r  me  t o  go  t o  con t i nue and  t o  f or  my  educ at i on .   So  I

s t opped  sc hoo l i ng  and  a f t e r  I  s t a r t ed  t ak i ng  t he  t r ea t men t  I  go

bac k  t o  sc hoo l  aga i n .   But  i t  has  af f ec t ed me abou t  my
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educ at i on bec aus e  I  was  suppos ed t o f i ni s h abou t  my  p r og r ammi ng

but  I  j u s t  di d  l i k e i nt r oduc t i on.

NI LOW:   HI V di d  no t  a f f ec t  my  f u t u r e .   I t ’ s  on l y

c hanged  my  way  o f  l i v i ng  and  ev en  i n  a  be t t e r  way i t ’ s  opened

my way  o f  my eyes  t o  show me  how I  mus t  l i v e ,  how one  needs t o

l i v e  l i f e.   And because  I  don’ t ,  as  I  sa i d,  I ’ m a human be i ng .

The  HI V i s  i n  my  b l ood not  on my mi nd .   I  c an s t udy .   I  c an do

wha t .   So i t ’ s  on l y  t ha t  i t  hu r t s  my  p l an  o r  my  f u t ur e  d r eams

t o bec ome.   I  t h i nk  l i k e  my  mom bu t  now I  dec i ded t o f ol l ow

s ome t h i ng l i k e  s oc i a l  wo r k e r ,  y eah .   I ’ m mor e c ommi t t ed i n  t he

f i e l d o f  HI V and  AI DS now.   So  t ha t ’ s  t he  on l y  way  t ha t  has

c hanged .   But  i t  d i dn ’ t  l i k e  s t op  me  t o  go  f o r

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   I  can  s t i l l  do  i t  bec aus e  I  am a  human

bei ng,  a  no r ma l  one.

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   I  r eal l y  don’ t  k now wha t  I  wan t

t o s t udy  when  I  ge t  i nt o  c o l l ege.   Bu t  I ’ m goi ng  t o  c o l l ege.   I

don ’ t  k now wha t  I  wan t  t o be  when  I  g r ow up  ye t .   So i t  hasn ’ t ,

t he r e’ s  no t hi ng r eal l y  t ha t  I  c an ’ t  do .   So  you  know i t  hasn ’ t

s t opped  my  f u t ur e  i n  any  way .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Good .   The r e’ s  one  mor e  ques t i on s o

y ou ’ ve  made  t hat  c ho i ce .   Go  ahead .   Wel l  t hat ,  you ’ v e  as k ed  a

ques t i on ,  no?   I ’ m s o r r y .   Yeah ,  ok ,  go ahead.

WHI TNEY:   Hi .   My  name i s  Wh i t ney .   How d i d  be i ng

d i agnos ed a f f ec t  y ou r  r e l a t i ons hi p  wi t h y ou r  pa r en t s?

MS.  HYDEI A BROADBENT:   My r el a t i onsh i p wi t h  my  pa r ent s
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i s  s t r ong.   They  a r e  t he  ones t ha t  k i nd o f  t ol d  me  as  I  was

g r owi ng  up .   They  r a i sed  me  t o  be  pr oud o f  who  I  am,  not  t o be

ashamed  of  t ha t  f ac t  t ha t  I ’ m i nf ec t ed  wi t h  AI DS.   And  t hey

t aught  me t ha t  AI DS i s  a  pa r t  o f  me.   And  i f  s omeone does n ’ t

l i k e  me  bec aus e I ’ m i nf ec t ed  wi t h  AI DS i t ’ s  t he i r  p r ob l em

bec aus e  I ’ m no t  go i ng  anywhe r e .   So I  hav e a  r ea l l y  good

r el a t i onsh i p wi t h  my  pa r en t s .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   You ’ ve  a l r eady  t o l d us  I  t h i nk

Ni l ow ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  t ha t  y ou r  r el a t i onsh i p wi t h  you r  mom was

s t r eng t hened.   Wha t  hav e  y ou  t o  s ay Andr i na  ( mi s spe l l ed? ) ?

ANDRI NA:   At  bes t  my  r e l at i ons h i p  wi t h  my  mom was not

good .   But  now i n  t he  y ear  2003  a t  l east  t he  r e l at i ons hi p  i s  a

b i t  be t t er .

MR.  STEPHEN LEWI S:   Andr i na  ( mi ss pel l ed? ) ,  Ni l ow

( mi s spe l l ed?)  and  Hy dei a  I  t hi nk  y ou  wi l l  ag r ee  ou r  t h r ee

r emar k ab l e  young  women.   And  t h i s  has  been a  t e r r i f i c

c onv er s a t i on.

I  want  t o t hank a l l  o f  t hem on  you r  beha l f .   I  wan t  t o

t hank y ou on our  beha l f .   And I  want  t o men t i on  t o  you  t ha t  i n

Af r i ca  t he  hi ghes t  r a t es  o f  i n f ec t i on  i s  i n  t he  15  t o  24  y ea r

o l d  age  gr oup .   That ’ s  whe r e  t he i nf ec t i ons  at  t he  momen t  ar e

s t r onges t .   And t hat ’ s  why  t hi s  pane l  has  been  s o i mpo r t an t .

Thank y ou f or  be i ng her e .   Thank a l l  o f  y ou .

[ END RECORDI NG]


