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[ START RECORDI NG]

MALE VOI CE 1:   Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on and on beha l f

o f  a l l  o f  my c ol l eagues  he r e  a t  t he Foundat i on  and  my

c ol l eagues  i n  t he  gr ant  mak i ng  wo r l d ,  Dr .  Mi chae l  Si nc l a i r ,  t he

Kai s er  Fami l y  Founda t i on  we  we l come a l l  o f  y ou  her e  t oday .

Eve r yone  he r e  i s  an hono r ed  guest  bu t  I  d i d  wan t  t o  i n t r oduc e

t o y ou  s omeone  who  we ’ r e  v e r y ,  ve r y  p l eas ed  t o  hav e  wi t h  us

f r om Be i j i ng,  Ch i na,  Dr .  Won  Yan  Ha i  ( mi ss pel l ed? )  who i s  t he

c oo r di na t o r  o f  t he  AI DS Ac t i on  Pr o j ec t ;  one  of  t he  l eadi ng  HI V

and  AI DS educ a t i on  p r og r ams  i n  Ch i na .   Thank  y ou  f o r  bei ng  wi t h

us t oday .

One  hund r ed  y ear s  ago  t he Tr ue  Re f or mer  Bui l di ng  wher e

we’ r e s i t t i ng  now,  wh i c h  i s  t he  f i r s t  i n  Amer i c a  t o  be

des i gned ,  c ons t r uc t ed  and pa i d  f o r  by  Af r i c an Amer i cans,  t he

bui l di ng  was ded i c at ed as  a  t es t amen t  t o  t he  s t r eng t h  and  se l f

r el i anc e  o f  a  commun i t y  s t r ugg l i ng  aga i ns t  t he  i nj us t i ce  o f

r ac i al  s eg r ega t i on .   A c ommuni t y  l eade r  dec l ar ed  a t  t he

ded i ca t i on  ce r emony i n 1903  t ha t  t hi s  bu i l d i ng  wou l d s hi ne

f or eve r  t o  he l p t hos e  who a r e s t r ugg l i ng  t h r ough  t he dar k nes s

o f  i nj us t i c e.   When we bec ame t he  s t ewar ds o f  t h i s  hi s t o r i c

c ommun i t y  r es our c e  i n  1999  we p r omi s ed  t o  k eep  t he  sp i r i t  of

t he  Tr ue  Re f o r mer s  a l i v e  i n  al l  t hat  we do her e  t o  suppo r t

c ommun i t i es  a r ound  t he wor l d  t hat  ar e  s t i l l  s t r ugg l i ng  aga i ns t

t he  da r k nes s o f  i n j us t i c e.

And  i t  i s  i n t ha t  sp i r i t  t ha t  we a r e  hono r ed  t o  we l come
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our  gues t s  Zac k i e  Ac hma t  and  Nonk os i  Khumal o .   I n 1994  s ho r t l y

a f t e r  t he h i s t or i c  f i r s t  democ r at i c  e l ec t i on  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca  a

j ou r na l i s t  as k ed  Nel s on  Mandel a ,  now t ha t  t he  Af r i c an Nat i ona l

Cong r es s  i s  t he gove r nment  wha t  i s  t he  r o l e  of  t he  popul a r

mov emen t  f r om wh i c h t he  ANC has  r i sen?   And  Pr es i dent  Mandel a

ans wer ed  t he popu l ar  mov emen t  i s  mor e  i mpor t an t  now t han  eve r

f or  i t  wi l l  bo t h  g i v e  us  t he  s uppo r t  and  ho l d us  ac count ab l e  t o

f ul f i l l i ng  t he  p r omi s es  of  t he  new Sou t h  Af r i c a .   Zac k i e  and

Nonk os i  and  t hei r  co l l eagues  i n  t he t r ea t men t  ac t i on c ampa i gn

and  ac t i v i s t s  wo r k i ng  on  i s s ues  i n  t he  popu l ar  mov emen t  ac r os s

Sou t h Af r i c a a r e  k eep i ng  a l i ve  t he  v i s i on  o f  t he  ANC r ev o l ut i on

even  i f  t he  c u r r en t  ANC gov e r nmen t  i s  no t .

Wha t  we  need t o s uppo r t  t ax  c r i t i c i s m of  t he  Mbek i

gov e r nment ’ s  l ac k  of  ac t i on  i n  mak i ng  dr ug t he r api es  ava i l ab l e

t o peop l e i n Sou t h  Af r i c a who a r e  l i v i ng  wi t h HI V and  AI DS we

mus t  a l s o unde r s t and  t ha t  AI DS i s  a po l i t i c a l  d i sease  t ha t  has

been  a l l owed t o c ont i nue  as  an  ep i demi c  wi t h i n  t he  f ami l i a r

c r ac ks  and  cr ev i c es o f  s oc i a l  and  ec onomi c  i nj us t i c e.   We  mus t

unde r s t and  t ha t  f o r  t he  t wo  bi l l i on peop l e a r ound t he  wo r l d who

ex i s t  on  l ess  t han  t wo dol l a r s  a day  AI DS i s  s i mpl y  anot he r

man i f es t at i on  of  bei ng l ef t  beh i nd  by  t he  new wo r l d  ec onomi c

o r de r .   We  mus t  unde r s t and  t ha t  t he neo - l i be r a l  ec onomi c

pol i c i es  o f  s t r uc t ur a l  adj us t ment ,  p r i va t i z a t i on  and s o- c a l l ed

f r ee  t r ade  ag r eement s  make  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f or  any  gov er nmen t  t o

mee t  t he  bas i c  human  needs  o f  i t s  peop l e  i nc l ud i ng  hea l t h  ca r e,
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educ at i on,  j obs and a f f o r dab l e  hous i ng  a l l  o f  wh i c h  s hou l d  be

t he  t es t s  o f  a  t r u l y  democ r a t i c  and c i v i l i z ed s oc i e t y .

As Amer i cans we c an bes t  s how our  suppor t  and

s ol i da r i t y  wi t h Zack i e and  Nonk os i  by  speak i ng  out  about  our

own  gov e r nmen t ’ s  l ac k  o f  r es pons i v enes s and  mi s gui ded  ac t i on  on

AI DS i n  Af r i c a .   Des p i t e  Geo r ge  Bush ’ s  p r omi ses  of  15  bi l l i on

dol l ar s  ov e r  f i v e  yea r s  f o r  AI DS p r og r ams  i n  Af r i c a  and t he

Car i bbean onl y  t wo  b i l l i on  has  been r e l eased  s o  f a r  t h i s  y ea r .

Dur i ng  t he  Bus h admi n i s t r a t i on ’ s  t hr ee  y ear s  7 . 5  mi l l i on

Af r i cans  have  di ed  o f  AI DS and  ano t he r  f i ve  mi l l i on  a r e

i nf ec t ed  each  yea r .

But  ev en  t he money  t hat  i s  ava i l ab l e  i s  put  t o

mi s gui ded use .   One t hi r d o f  a l l  AI DS pr even t i on  f unds  g i v en  by

t he  Un i t ed  St a t es  mus t  be us ed  on l y  t o  encou r age  abst i nenc e

out s i de  of  ma r r i age.   Wh i l e  r ec en t  s t udi es  s how t ha t  c ondoms

ar e  cu r r en t l y  unav ai l ab l e t o  most  Af r i cans,  Geo r ge  Bus h

c on t i nues t o pande r  t o h i s  f r i ends  i n  t he  Amer i c an  r e l i g i ous

r i gh t  who i ns i s t  t ha t  s ex,  and  no t  AI DS,  k i l l s  peop l e .

And  so  we g r ee t  Zack i e and  Nonk os i  i n  t he  s p i r i t  o f

s ol i da r i t y  wi t h wh i c h  s o  many o f  us  i den t i f i ed  i n t he  an t i -

apa r t he i d mov emen t ;  a  movement  t ha t  i nsp i r ed  a  gene r a t i on  of

Amer i c ans t o t ak e  ac t i on  t o  change  t he i r  own  gov er nmen t ’ s

c omp l i c i t y  wi t h t he r aw f o r c e o f  ev i l  t ha t  apa r t he i d

r ep r es en t ed .

Let  us  r emember  t he l i nes f r om Ber t ol t  Br ec ht ’ s  p l ay ,
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t he  Li f e  o f  Ga l i l eo.   I n  t ha t  p l ay  a  monk  as ked  Gal i l eo ,  don’ t

y ou  t h i nk  t he  t r u t h wi l l  p r eva i l  even  wi t hou t  us  i f  i t  i s  t he

t r u t h?   And  Ga l i l eo r es ponds ,  no.   The  t r ut h  p r eva i l s  on l y  when

we mak e  i t  pr eva i l .   The  t r i umph o f  r eas on c an  onl y  be  t he

t r i umph  of  r eason i ng  peopl e .

Today i n  g r ee t i ng  ou r  gues t s  l e t  us  be  i nsp i r ed  by

t he i r  c our age  and  l e t  us  r ec ommi t  ou r s el v es  f o r  t he  most

i mpo r t an t  ac t  of  s ol i da r i t y  t ha t  we c an o f f e r  t hem bec aus e

Amer i c ans i s  wor k i ng  t o  mak e  s u r e  t ha t  r eas on and t r u t h a r e

r es t or ed  and t hen  pr eva i l  i n  ou r  own  c oun t r y ’ s  ac t i ons  i n

Af r i ca  and  ar ound  t he  wo r l d .

[ VI DEO PRESENTATI ON]

MALE VOI CE 2 :   Wel l  i t ’ s  my g r ea t  p l eas u r e  l ad i es  and

gen t l emen.   Abou t  t wo  week s  ago  J ohannes bur g  a t  t he  s i t e  o f  t he

p r es en t a t i on o f  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  Nel s on Mandel a  wo r k  f or  Hea l t h

and  Human Ri gh t s  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And I  t hough t  i t  mi gh t  be

bes t  f o r  me  t h i s  a f t e r noon  t o l eav e y ou s ome  pa r ag r aph ,  t he

c ommen t s  by  Mr s .  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  Mi c hel l e ( mi s s pe l l ed?)  AKA

Mr s .  Mande l a a t  t hat  ev ent .

We a r e  her e  t oni gh t  t o c el eb r a t e t he  e f f o r t s  o f  an

ext r ao r d i na r y  gr oup o f  peop l e and  an  o r gani z at i on t ha t  i n  l es s

t han  f i v e y ea r s  o f  ex i s t enc e  moved  a  nat i on ,  s h i f t ed gov e r nment

pol i cy  and  adv anc ed t he  r i gh t s  of  peop l e  wi t h HI V eve r ywhe r e  i n

t he  wo r l d.   Bu t  most l y  wha t  we  wan t  t o  s t and  up  and  r e j o i c e

abou t  i s  t he f ac t  t ha t  Sou t h  Af r i c a t oday  has a  const i t u t i on



Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on
Zac k i e  Achmat  and  Nonkos i  Khumal o
11/ 06/ 03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

6

t ha t  a l l ows  f r eedom o f  s peec h,  f r ee o r gan i z a t i on ,  t he  r i gh t  t o

pub l i c  p r o t es t  and  r eso r t s  t o an i ndependen t  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e ) .

Ci v i l  s oc i e t y  he l ped  wi n  t he  v i c t o r y  aga i ns t  apa r t hei d .

Yet  many  a f t e r  t he  demi s e o f  apar t he i d  s pec u l a t ed t ha t  t he r e  no

l onger  was  a r ol e  f o r  c i v i l  soc i e t y  i n  Sout h  Af r i c a .   We l l  my

f r i ends  t on i gh t  we  a l so  ce l ebr a t e  how wr ong  t hey  we r e .

Al l  ov e r  t he wor l d  i n  ex amp l e a f t e r  ex amp l e  t he r e i s

c l ea r  ev i denc e  o f  t he  i ndi s pens ab l e r o l e  of  c i v i l  s oc i et y

s hap i ng  humane  and  j us t  democr acy .   Ci v i l  s oc i e t y  i s  not h i ng

mor e  t han t he  band i ng  t oge t her  of  c i t i zens t o i mpr ove  t he

qua l i t y  of  l i f e,  r i gh t  t he  wr ongs ,  r ed r es s t he  i nj us t i ce  o f

i nj us t i c es  and  t o  adv anc e t he r i gh t s  o f  t he  di s adv ant aged .   I n

s ho r t  t o  pe r pe t ua t e t he  age l es s  human  s t r ugg l e  f or  t he  j us t

s oc i et y .

Ci v i l  s oc i e t y  i s  an i nd i spensab l e  pa r t  o f  mode r n

democr ac y.   And  as  i nd i spens ab l e  as  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)  and  t he

j ud i c i a r y  and  t he  gov er nmen t  r espons i v e o f  i t s  c i t i zens.

Ton i gh t  we  s t and  up and  r e j o i c e  t hat  Sou t h Af r i c an

democr ac y i s  s t r onge r  f o r  t he e f f o r t s  of  t hose  we r ec ogn i z e.

We need  t o  r e j oi c e  because  t he i r  e f f o r t s  hav e he l ped mov e  t h i s

c oun t r y  c l ose r  t o  t ha t  i dea l i z ed ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )  s oc i et y .   The

PAC s t r ugg l e g r ows  ou t  o f  t he bes t  t r adi t i on  an t i  apa r t he i d

g r oup.   The  r esu l t  i s  an  ex c ep t i onal l y  h i gh  l ev e l  o f  awa r enes s

and  mob i l i z at i on  aga i ns t  HI V AI DS i n  hel p i ng  r educ e  t he s t i gma

ass oc i a t ed  wi t h t he epi demi c  and r ai s e  t he nat i ona l
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c ons c i ousness  of  t he  f ac t  t hat  we  ar e  al l  a f f ec t ed  by  HI V AI DS.

Thus  as  democ r ac y  gi v es  us  r i gh t s  i t  a l s o  g i ves  us  beaut y .   Let

us  nev e r  be  s i l en t .   I t  i s  our  du t y  as  c i t i z ens

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  demand  ou r  r i ght s ,  mobi l i z e  and  o r gan i z e  f o r

t he  adv anc emen t  o f  t he g r ea t er  good.

Wel l  l ad i es  and gent l emen;  I ’ m su r e t hat  we  cou l d a l l

app l aud  t he  c onc ep t  o f  c i v i c  du t y .   Bu t  how many  o f  us  wou l d  be

p r epar ed  t o  pu t  ou r  l i v es  on  t he l i ne  f o r  t he g r ea t er  good?

Tha t  i s  wha t  Zac k i e has  done ,  and  who  knows  at  wha t  c ost  t o h i m

l ong  t e r m hea l t h .   How many  of  us  wou l d be wi l l i ng  t o  endu r e

bei ng os t r ac i z ed  by  our  f ami l i es ,  f r i ends  and c ommuni t y  f o r

open l y  dec l ar i ng  our  HI V s t a t us .   Tha t ’ s  wha t  t hous ands o f

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  member s  hav e endu r ed .   They  hav e had  t he

c ou r age  t o  do  t h i s  because  t hey  k new a t  t he  end  of  t he  day

t he i r  l i ves  a r e on  t he l i ne  t oo .   Bu t  mos t l y  bec aus e o f  t he

i mpecc ab l e  br ave r y ,  c ou r age  and  c ommi t men t  o f  Zack i e Achma t  and

h i s  ab i l i t y  t o  mak e t hem be l i ev e t ha t  t hey c ou l d  c hange t he

c ou r se  o f  h i s t or y .

Al l  or gani z at i ons  ar e  g r ea t e r  t han  t he  s um o f  t hei r

par t s .   Bu t  i t  i s  a v er y  r a r e hono r  t o  be  i n  t he  c ompany  o f  one

who  has  wr i t t en h i s  own  page  i n  t he anna l s  o f  ou r  t i mes and

t oge t he r  wi t h  t housands  of  o t he r  c ou r ageous  Sou t h Af r i cans  have

mov ed a  na t i on  and  c hanged  t he  wo r l d  f or  t he  be t t e r .

Zac k i e  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) ,  we l come.

MR.  CORNEL I US BAKER:   Good  a f t er noon .   I ’ m Co r ne l i us
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Bak e r ,  t he  Ex ecu t i ve  Di r ec t o r  o f  Whi t man  Wa l ke r  Cl i ni c .   And  i t

i s  s uc h  an  honor  t o be her e  wi t h y ou  and ,  o f  c ou r s e ,  wi t h

Zac k i e  and  Nonkos i .   Th i r t y  yea r s  ago  t h i s  mon t h  ac t ua l l y

Whi t man  Wa l ke r  Cl i ni c  was f ounded  he r e  i n  Wash i ngt on on t he

hee l s  o f  t he c i v i l  r i gh t s  movemen t  and  St onewa l l  r ebe l l i on  i n

New Yo r k .   And  wha t  c ame  a f t er  du r i ng  t he  ea r l y  sev en t i es

c r ea t i ng  t he f r ee  c l i ni c  mov ement  and  ou r  mass  mov emen t  i n  t h i s

c oun t r y  t owar ds heal t h c ar e  f o r  t he poor  and  f o r  t hos e  who  had

been  d i s en f r anch i s ed .

We began  an  STD c l i n i c  c ar i ng f or  gay  men  who we r e  no t

get t i ng  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )  t r eat men t  f r om t he i r  doct o r  o r

phy s i c i an bec aus e  of  t he i r  s ex ual i t y .   I n  t he ea r l y  80 ’ s  we

began r espond i ng  t o HI V ep i demi c  f i r s t  because  i t  a f f ec t ed  gay

men  bu t  t hen bec ause  i t  was  a mor a l  i mpe r at i ve  t ha t  we  c on t i nue

t o add r ess  f o r  a l l  peop l e i n  ou r  c ommuni t y  and  t ha t  what  we

f ee l  v e r y  s t r ong l y  abou t  i s  t ha t  whi c h  oc cu r r ed  t o  us  i n  t he

f i r s t  y ear s  o f  t he  80 ’ s  as  t hi s  ep i demi c  began  bot h  i n  us  and

gay  men  t ha t  i t  s hou l d not  occ u r  t o o t he r  peop l e  i n  t he wo r l d

and  ce r t ai n l y  no t  i n  ou r  c ommun i t y  t ha t  t hey  wou l d  be  den i ed

c ar e  and  t r ea t men t  t hat  t hey  dese r ve  as  humans .

Whi c h l eads  us  why  we ’ r e  he r e t oday;  and  I  s uppose  I

wou l d want  t o  j us t  d i gr ess  f or  a momen t  i n ack nowl edg i ng  t he

wor k  t ha t  we’ v e done  i n  t he  pas t  20 y ear s  and what  di d  oc c ur  t o

us i n t he f i r s t  y ear s  o f  t he  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  t i e our s el v es t o

t he  s t r ugg l e t ha t ,  o f  c our s e ,  Zac k i e  and  Nonkos i  a r e l ead i ng



Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on
Zac k i e  Achmat  and  Nonkos i  Khumal o
11/ 06/ 03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

9

t oday i s  t hat  CBS News i n a  ve r y  c owar dl y  ac t  j us t  cance l l ed  a

doc umen t ar y  f i l m,  f i c t i on,  wha t ev e r  y ou wan t  t o  ca l l  i t  on  t he

Regan.   And  t he r e l i g i ous r i gh t  t hat  bec aus e  t he i r  v i ewpo i nt  on

AI DS hav e been  d i s t o r t ed .   But  t he  pub l i c  r eco r d  i s  c l ea r .   No

mat t er  how you  c ha r ac t e r i z e  i t  i n  f i l m and no ma t t e r  wha t  wo r ds

a r e  pu t  i n  hi s  mou t h  on  f i l m,  i n 1987  t he  t hen  Pr es i dent  s pok e

t o t he  Amer i c an Foundat i on  f or  AI DS Resea r c h  and  t he Thi r d

Wor l d I n t e r na t i ona l  AI DS Con f e r enc e.   And  wh i l e  he  t a l ked  about

t he  need  t o  r espond t o t he  epi demi c ,  a t  t he  end  of  hi s  r emar k s

he s ai d  t he  on l y  j udge o f  t hei r  s oul s  wi l l  be God.   And t he

i mp l i c a t i on  o f  t ha t  i s  c l ea r ;  and  t he  i mp l i c at i on o f  h i s

s i l enc e  t he  s even  yea r s  pr ec ed i ng  i s  even  mor e  c l ea r .   No t  on l y

do we have  mi l l i ons  o f  peop l e i n our  c oun t r y  who  s u f f e r

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  and  t hous ands  who  s t r ugg l e  ev e r y  day  bu t  we

a l s o  hav e,  bec aus e  o f  t he l ack  of  Amer i c an l eade r s h i p  and  wi l l ,

a  f u l l  bor ne HI V epi demi c  pandemi c  a r ound  t he wo r l d  t hat  now

t hr eat ens t he  l i v es  o f  40 mi l l i on  peop l e  on  ea r t h t oday and an

add i t i onal  50  t o  60 mi l l i on  i n  t he  dec ade  t o  c ome.

But  t he r e a r e  he r oes  i n  ou r  s t r ugg l e .   Two o f  t hem ar e

wi t h  us  r i ght  now;  peop l e who r ef use  t o t ak e  no  f o r  an  ans wer

when  t hose  who  a r e  i n  power  and  t hos e  who  have  pos i t i on and

t hos e who hav e  wea l t h  when  t hos e who  c an  do  some t h i ng  r e f use  t o

do s o.   And  t hey  s t and up.   And  t hey  s t and up no t  onl y  f o r

t hemse l v es  bu t  t hey s t and up  f o r  a l l  o f  us .

I ’ m r ea l l y  pa r t i c u l a r l y  hono r ed  t o  be  i n t r oduc i ng
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Zac k i e ,  and  no t  i n  any s l i gh t  t o Nonk os i ,  s o  I  wi l l  ge t  t o

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   Bu t  ac t ua l l y  a t  l unch  t oday  Zac k i e  ca l l ed

h i s  men t or ,  f o r mer  boss ,  J us t i c e Edwi n  Camer on ,  one  o f  t he

o t he r  g r ea t  he r oes  o f  t he movemen t  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca  hav i ng  come

t o Whi t man  Wa l ke r  Cl i ni c  t o  wi t nes s ou r  l aw pr og r am and s a i d ,

oh,  you  may  no t  r eca l l  t ha t .

And  I  r eca l l  eve r y  Monday t hat  I  am i n  J ust i ce

Camer on ’ s  p r es enc e .   Bu t  ev en mor e  s o  I  r ec a l l  t he  f i r s t  t i me

t ha t  he  i n t r oduc ed  us  s eve r a l  y ea r s  ago.   And what  a g r ea t

hono r  i t  was t hen .   And  my  admi r a t i on  of  you  has  on l y  gr own i n

t he  yea r s  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

Zac k i e  l i v es  wi t h  HI V.   Bu t  no t  on l y  does  he  l i v e wi t h

i t ,  he  c ha l l enges  i t .   And  he c ha l l enges  al l  o f  us  t o  t h i nk

abou t  i t  i n  d i f f e r en t  ways  and  i n  new way s o f  what  i t  means t o

hav e  i t  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )  i n  ou r  wo r l d .

He c omes  t o  t h i s ,  I  t hi nk  t h i s  pl ace  o f  power ,  t hi s

p l ac e o f  p r es enc e  i n  t he  wo r l d  no t  j us t  bec aus e  of  t he  HI V

epi demi c  bu t  bec ause  of  hi s  who l e  ex pe r i enc e  i n  be i ng  a Sout h

Af r i can .   He j oi ned t he  an t i  apar t he i d  movemen t  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca

dur i ng  t he  1976 up r i s i ng .   He was  de t a i ned and  i mp r i s oned  on

mor e  t han f i v e  oc c as i ons  as  a y ou t h ac t i v i s t .   Zac k i e  was  a

c ommun i t y  ac t i v i s t  who ass i s t ed  wi t h  t he  or gan i z at i on  of  y ou t h,

l abo r ,  hea l t h  and  commun i t y  or gan i za t i ons  be t ween 1977  and

1999 .   And  he  i s  s t i l l  an ac t i v e member  o f  t he  Af r i can  Na t i onal

Cong r es s .   He  al s o  c ampa i gned f or  l es b i an / gay/ b i sex ua l  and
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t r ansgende r  equa l i t y  and  was  a  f ound i ng member  o f  t he  Na t i ona l

Coa l i t i on f or  Gay  and  Lesb i an equa l i t y .   The  Coa l i t i on

c ampai gned  f o r  t he  equa l i t y  c l aus e  i n  t he  c ons t i t u t i on ;  one o f

t he  wo r l d’ s  g r ea t  const i t u t i ons ,  Sou t h  Af r i c a.

Zac k i e  was  al s o Di r ec t o r  a t  Ai ds  Law Pr o j ec t  be t ween

1994  and  1997 .   I n  December  of  1998 he  ga t he r ed  wi t h t en  o t he r

act i v i s t s  who  l aunched a  t r eat men t  ac t i on  c ampa i gn .   And

t hey ’ v e  had  numer ous  suc ces s es  wh i ch  I ’ m su r e he  wi l l  t e l l  y ou

abou t  and Nonk os i  wi l l  a l s o  i n f or m y ou  o f .   So  I  won’ t  d i s cus s

t hem now.

I  woul d  l i k e t o s ay,  and  many o f  y ou  hav e  p r obab l y  r ead

t he  ar t i c l e  on  t h i s  i n t he  New Yo r ke r  cov er i ng  Zac k i e  l as t  y ear

o r  ear l i er  t h i s  y ear ,  and y ou’ v e r ead  about  hi m i n  ot her

news pape r s  bu t  h i s  p r i nc i p l e  s t and ,  no t  t o t ak e  an t i  r et r o

v i r a l  t her apy  wh i l e o t he r  peop l e i n h i s  c oun t r y  we r e den i ed

t hem i s  somet h i ng  t ha t  I  f ound  so  i nc r ed i bl y  mov i ng ,  s o deep l y ,

p r o f ound l y  cha l l engi ng as  a  mor al  conc ep t  i n  t he  wo r l d  f o r

t hos e o f  us  who a r e i n p l ac es o f  p r i v i l ege whe t her  i t ’ s  because

we hav e  hea l t h  c a r e o r  bec ause  we  ar e  Amer i c ans  i n  how we  go

abou t  ou r  wor k  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  hones t  i n  ou r  s o l i dar i t y

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  o t he r  peop l e i n t he  wor l d.

And  as  a  pe r s on l i v i ng wi t h  HI V f o r  ov er  20  yea r s  now I

f ound i t  s uch  an  ex t r eme l y  r i c h  and deep  momen t  of  ev en

per s ona l  c hal l enge  and wha t  does i t  mean  t o  be  an ac t i v i s t

t oday i n  t he wor l d  and wha t  we ’ r e  t r y i ng  t o  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)
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f or  al l  peopl e  i n  t he  wo r l d .

He was  r i gh t l y  honor ed and  awar ded  t he  f i r s t  Des mond

Tut u  Fe l l owsh i p i n  Oc t ober  2001 .   Nonk os i  I ’ ve  j us t  me t  t oday

and  who  i s  j us t  as  b r i gh t  as  an  ange l .   And  i t  i s  s uc h  a  g r ea t

j oy  t o  be i n her  p r es enc e as  we l l .   I  won ’ t  t e l l  he r  age

bec aus e  i t  i s  j us t  s o  deep l y  o f f ens i v e  t o  t he r es t  of  us .   Bu t

I  wi l l  s ay  she  was  bo r n  i n  1977 .   And  you  k now t he r e’ s  t ha t

s ay i ng  don ’ t  hat e  me  bec aus e  I ’ m beau t i f u l .   We l l  y ou  know y ou

don ’ t  ge t  t o be bo t h .   So t h i s  i s  a r eal  pr obl em.   And  s he  has,

y ou  know,  s he ’ s  s t ud i ed  ou t  t he  wazoo  ( mi ss pel l ed? ) .   She  wen t

t o t he  Uni v er s i t y  of  Na t el  and  she  has  a  B. A.  degr ee,  ma j o r ed

i n l ega l  s t ud i es .   She g r aduat ed i n 1998 .   She  r ec e i v ed an

hono r s  deg r ee  i n  1998  and s he has  been  ac t i v e wi t h  t he  Af r i c an

and  Na t i ona l  Cong r es s  and wi t h  ot her  p r og r ams t h r oughout  her

educ at i on and  sc hool i ng .   Bu t  mor e  t han s or t  o f  he r  b i og r aphy ,

bec aus e  she ’ s  so  i nc r ed i bl y  young  t ha t  s he does n ’ t  r ea l l y  hav e

one ,  I  was  mov ed  by her  wo r d  and her  own  des cr i p t i ons  of

her s el f .   And  by  way  of  i n t r oduct i on  I  woul d  j us t  l i k e  t o  r ead

t o y ou .   And Nonk os i  wr i t es ;  I  began  s ee i ng  peop l e  c l ose  t o me

dy i ng s l ow and  pa i nf u l  dea t hs  due  t o  AI DS r e l a t ed i l l nes s es.

And  t hen  I  began  t o ques t i on  t he manne r  i n whi c h  t he HI V AI DS

pr ob l em was  be i ng  dea l t  wi t h  i n  Sout h  Af r i c a .   I  was c onc e r ned

by t he  manner  i n  whi c h peop l e l i v i ng  wi t h ,  o r  f ami l i es  o f

peop l e  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V and  AI DS,  wer e  be i ng  s t i gma t i z ed and

bei ng d i sc r i mi na t ed aga i ns t .   I t  dawned t o me t hat  educa t i on
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and  awar eness  ar e  no t  t he on l y  so l ut i ons  t o  t he  dea l i ng wi t h

HI V and  AI DS and  t ha t  s ome t h i ng  mor e ,  muc h mor e  t han t ha t ,  had

t o be done .

We a r e  s o g r a t ef u l  t hat  t hes e t wo  peop l e  ar e  wi t h us

and  t ha t  t hey  ar e  do i ng  mor e ,  s o muc h  mor e,  t ha t  we ’ v e  done.

And  I  b r i ng  t o  y ou  now Zac k i e and  Nonk os i .

MS.  NONKOSI  KHUMALO:   Ok,  he  wan t s  t o s i t  nex t  t o  me

bec aus e  he  wan t s  t o hol d  my  hand ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e ) .   Thank  you

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) ,  a good  i n t r oduc t i on  I  wou l d gues s .   I  am no t

s ur e  whe t he r  ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )  bec aus e  I  t hi nk  ev en  j us t  s ome  of

t he  f ac es a r e  t ak en.   I  t h i nk  t he  peop l e  t ha t  have  been do i ng

t r emendous  wo r k  a t  PAC a r e  t he  peopl e  t ha t  we l e f t  beh i nd  i n

Sou t h Af r i c a.

I  woul d  l i k e t o t hank  a l l  t hes e  peop l e  c omi ng he r e .   I

am wha t  t hey c al l  vo i ces  f r om t he  f r on t  l i ne .   And  we  ar e  so

hono r ed  t o  be  he r e .   We ’ ve  had  t r emendous  t i me  i n t he  l as t  t wo

day s  mee t i ng wi t h  t he  Sena t o r s ,  t he Cong r es s men  wh i ch  we  d i d

y es t er day.   And we ’ v e  done  s o many  o t her  i n t er es t i ng t hi ngs.   I

t hi nk  abou t  t he U. S.  bu t  a l s o s ome  o f  t he  t h i ngs  t hat  we  wou l d

l i k e  t o  pos e as  a  cha l l enge  t o  you  as  Amer i c ans  or  peopl e  t ha t

a r e  l i v i ng  i n  Amer i c an.   And  poss i bl y  t h i ngs  t ha t  we wou l d  l i ke

y ou  t o  t ak e  home  wi t h  y ou a f t e r  ou r  b r i e f  meet i ng wi t h  y ou

t oday;  but  be f or e  I  go on I  wou l d  l i k e  t o  j us t  t ak e  an

oppo r t un i t y  t o  t hank  some o f  t he f ew o r gani z at i ons  he r e t hat

hav e  s uppo r t ed  PAC ev er  s i nc e i t  s t a r t ed  i n  1998 .   And  t ha t
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i nc l udes  most l y  t he Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on,  t he  Sou t h

Af r i can  Dev el opmen t  Fund ,  Medi c i nes and Fr on t i e r s ,  Br ead  f or

t he  Wor l d,  Tr eat ment  Ac t i on  Gr oup ,  Gay  Men’ s  Hea l t h ,  The  Hea l t h

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) ,  Pr o j ec t  I n f o r m,  t he  Consumer  Pr o j ec t  and

Tec hno l ogi es ,  St uden t  Gl oba l  AI DS Campai gn and  TA Uni v er s i t y .

They  hav e done  mor e t han  enough  f o r  PAC.   Bu t  we  s t i l l  a s k i ng

t hem t o  con t i nue  doi ng mor e  f o r  t he o r gan i z a t i on .

Bef o r e  I  go  on  I  wou l d l i k e  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e ) .   But

any way ,  be f or e  I  go on wi t h  t h i s ,  t he r e’ s  quot e  t ha t  I ,  t h i s  i s

my p i ec e  o f  pape r  t ha t  I  wr o t e  i n  1995 .   And  I  c ar r y  i t  a l ong

wi t h  me  al l  t he t i me .   I  t h i nk  i t  has  been an i nsp i r a t i on  f o r

me one  as  an ac t i v i s t  bu t  s econdl y  as  a y oung ANC act i v i s t  i n

Sou t h Af r i c a.

I t  i s  a  speec h  by  Ne l son  Mande l a t ha t  he  gav e i n  h i s

i naugu r a t i on i n 1994 .   And  as  I  r ead  I  woul d  l i k e a l l  of  us  t o

r ef l ec t  on  wha t  i t  means  t o  eac h and  eve r y  one  o f  us .   Bec aus e

i t  s ay s  so  many t h i ngs abou t  us  as  i nd i v i dua l s  but  t hey ’ r e  a l l

t ha t  we  hav e i n t he f ac e  o f  human i t y ,  I  mean  ou r  d i f f e r en t

c oun t r i es .

And  i t  goes  l i ke ;  ou r  deepes t  f ea r s  i s  no t  t ha t  we  ar e

i nadequa t e .   Our  deepes t  f ea r  i s  t ha t  we  ar e  power f ul  bey ond

meas ur e .   I t  i s  ou r  l i gh t ,  not  ou r  da r kness ,  t ha t  mos t

f r i ght ens us .   We  as k  ou r s e l ves  who am I  no t  t o  be  br i l l i ant

but  t o  be gor geous ,  not  t o  be t al ent ed  and not  t o be f abu l ous .

Act ual l y  who a r e  y ou  no t  t o  be  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e ) ?   You  ar e  a
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c hi l d o f  god,  pl ay i ng  s mal l  doesn ’ t  s e r v e  t he wo r l d .   The r e i s

not h i ng  en l i gh t en i ng  about  s hr i nk i ng  s o o t he r  peop l e won ’ t  f eel

i ns ecu r e  a r ound y ou.   We  a r e  bo r n  t o  mak e  many  man i f es t  o f

g l o r y  o f  good  t ha t  i s  wi t h i n  us .   I t ’ s  no t  j us t  some o f  us ,

eve r yone .   And  as  we  l e t  ou r  own l i gh t  s h i ne  we  unc ons c i ous l y

g i v e  o t her  pe r mi s s i on  t o  do  t he  s ame .   As  we  a r e  l i be r at ed  f r om

our  own  f ea r  our  p r es enc e au t omat i ca l l y  l i be r a t es  o t he r s .   I t ’ s

j us t  l i k e ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

So one  wou l d ask  me wha t  does i t  mean  t o  me ;  as

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  an i nd i v i dual .   Wha t  has  i t  t augh t  me  ov e r  t he

y ea r s  i n  t e r ms  o f  go i ng  af t e r  wha t  I  wan t ?  I t  s ay s  I  shou l d

nev e r  be  a f r a i d t o  t a l k  abou t  wha t  I  wan t  and what  I  f ee l .   And

Sou t h Af r i c a has  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  by  a  l o t  o f  s t r uggl e .

( Un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  and  i n  t he  80 ’ s  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  whe r e ,  as

y oung peop l e a t  t he t i me ,  ou r  s chool s  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )  bec aus e

was  t o l d  t hat  I  was bor n  l a t e ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And y ou  wou l d

s ee  peop l e  al l  t he  t i me  i n  t he  s t r ee t s ,  y ou  know,

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  I  woul d  t h i nk  t hey woul d  l i ke  t o s ee  change  i n

t he i r  l i ves .   And  ev e r  s i nc e  I  j o i ned  PAC i n  2001  wh i ch  at  t he

t i me  I  k new s o  l i t t l e  abou t  t hem but  I  t h i nk  my  ex per i enc e

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  o r gani z at i on t ha t  I  c ou l d i den t i f y  wi t h  a t  t he

t i me .   I t  has  t aught  me  how do  you  bec ome  an  ac t i v i s t  bec aus e

we a l l  wan t  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  ac t i v i s t s  i n  ou r  own r i gh t

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

Bei ng an  ac t i v i s t  i s  no t  on l y  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)
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s ome t h i ng abou t  i t .   And  I  t hi nk  t he  mi l es t one  t ha t

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  ove r  t he l as t  f i v e y ear s  has demonst r at ed

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And i t  c ont i nues t o  demonst r a t e  I  t hi nk  t o

many  o t her  or gan i z at i ons  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  as  muc h as we have

f ought  f or  democ r acy  i t ’ s  no t  enough  t o j us t  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )

hol d  ac c oun t ab l e  eac h  and ev er y  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  t hat  i s

hol d i ng  a pub l i c  o f f i ce .

And  I  t h i nk  t hos e  ar e  t he l ess ons  t ha t  y ou mi gh t  want

t o l ea r n  as  we l l  i n our  own  count r y .   I ’ m s peak i ng  t h i s  I  t h i nk

i n t he  l i gh t  o f  t he ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  abo r t i on v i ew.   And  I ’ m

t hi nk i ng  we  have  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  ni ne t y  of  t hem a r e women .

And  i t  f ee l s  l i k e  ev e r y body ’ s  t al k i ng  about  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)  by

men .   And I  t h i nk  f o r  me  i t ’ s  s o,  I  t h i nk  i t ’ s  c ha l l engi ng  t o

me as a  woman  and  as  a y oung  woman  t ha t  hav i ng  a l l  t hese

power f u l  peop l e,  power f u l  men,  power f u l  whi t e men mak i ng

dec i s i ons abou t  us  as  women .   And  t hey ’ r e  s ay i ng  we  c an’ t  mak e

c ho i ces  of  ou r  p r egnanc y ,  we  c an’ t  mak e c ho i ces  about  whe t he r

o r  not  we wan t  t o  hav e bab i es .   And t hey  do  no t  under s t and  t he

dynami c s  behi nd be i ng  a  woman i n a  c ount r y  whe r e  f i r s t  o f  al l

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   So  I  t h i nk  we s hou l d be l ea r n i ng  f r om t hem,

i t ’ s  no t  on l y  abou t  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And we s hou l d be

f oc us i ng  mor e  on  equa l i t y  bu t  a l s o  on  wha t  s oc i a l i s m i s  i n  t he

c on t ex t  of  equal i t y  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   I t  s hou l d  be  i n f o r mi ng

t he  way  t ha t  we a r e dea l i ng  wi t h ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e ) .

I ’ m j us t  go i ng  t o  gi v e a  b r i ef i ng  of  y ou  know wher e  PAC
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s t a r t ed .   Tha t  i s  an  or gan i z at i on  i n  1988  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  wi t h

whe r e we  want  t o  go bec aus e  I  t hi nk  i t  needs  t o  be  t ha t  i t ’ s

o l d  enough  t o  t h i nk  abou t  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .

PAC s t a r t ed  i n  1998,  I  am t o l d ,  by  15  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )

Zac k i e  and  t hen ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  and  o t he r  g r andmo t he r s

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And why  d i dn ’ t  f o r m,  I  t h i nk  t he  f o r ma t i on

o f  t he  mov emen t  a t  t he t i me  wh i ch  was  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )

o r gani z a t i on was  t ha t  t her e  was  a  se r i ous  and ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )

mov e  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  no t  t a l k i ng  abou t  t r ea t men t  l i k e

eve r ywhe r e  el s e i n  t he wor l d .   And  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t her e  was  a

s t r ong  i ss ue amongst  t he  po l i t i c i ans  and  es pec i a l l y  peop l e  t hat

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  dec i s i ons  i n our  coun t r y .   I t  was  a v er y

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

We a l s o  wan t ed  t o  l ook a t  t he i ss ues  o f  how do  we b r i ng

t r ea t men t  t o t he  peop l e  t ha t  most  need  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .   And

t hos e a r e t he  poo r  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .   I  c annot  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)

wha t  about  t he  nex t  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  who ’ s  unemp l oy ed

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  does n’ t  k now any t hi ng  abou t  t h i s  t r ea t men t  but

k nows a  s  muc h  as  he  or  she  can  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  abou t ,  y ou

k now,  s peak i ng  about  hav i ng  HI V.   And  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)  s t i gma

o f  c on t ent i on  i n  many  ways  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

We hav e  l ea r ned ov er  t he  y ea r s  t ha t  t her e  a r e

med i c i nes.   Ther e  ar e  medi c i nes  t o  t r eat  oppor t uni s t i c

i nf ec t i ons  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e )  s t em t he  p r og r es s i on  o f  HI V t o

AI DS.   I  have  men t i oned  t ha t  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  ba l ance



Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on
Zac k i e  Achmat  and  Nonkos i  Khumal o
11/ 06/ 03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

18

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

And  ov e r  t he y ea r s  we  have  l ea r ned  how do  we  adv oc a t e

d i f f er en t  l ev e l s  o f  gov e r nment  and  educa t i onal  pol i c i es  i n

t er ms o f  ge t t i ng  acc ess  t o  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   I ’ m j us t  go i ng  t o

g i v e  one  ex amp l e  o f  a  d r ug  t ha t  we o r  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )

c oc a l men i ng i t i s  ( mi s s pe l l ed? ) .   I t  i s  manuf act u r ed  by  a

pha r mac eut i ca l  c ompany c al l ed Pf i z er .   And a t  t he t i me  when we

s t a r t ed  adv oc a t i ng  f o r  t he  abi l i t i es  o f  t he  dr ug  i t  was

ext r eme l y  expens i v e ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   Many  peop l e  di dn’ t  ge t

acc ess  t o t hem.   And  so  we  wer e  t a l k i ng abou t  i s sues o f

pat i en t s .   At  t he  t i me y ou  c ou l d nev e r  i mag i ne  me t al k i ng  about

pat i en t s ,  wha t  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e ) ,  who  goes  wi t h  t hi s  pa t i en t  and

how do  we beg i n t o  advoc at e  t he  pa t i en t .   And I  t h i nk  one  of

t he  gr ea t  t hi ngs  t ha t  I  hav e  l ear ned  t o t ak e  i t  t o  under s t and

not  on l y  what  i s  goi ng on i n  Sout h  Af r i c a  bu t  unde r s t and  wha t

t he  i n t e r na t i ona l  po l i c i es  a r e  t ha t  a f f ec t  d i r ec t l y  t he way

t ha t  I  l i v e  my  l i f e.

And  i t  has  cr eat ed  many  oppo r t uni t i es .   And  one  of  t hem

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  abou t  HI V ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   I  t h i nk  ha l f  o f

peop l e  i n t hi s  r oom wou l d neve r  unde r s t and wha t ,  y ou k now,  how

many  t y pes  of  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e) .   But  s ome  o f  us  hav e been

f or t una t e enough  t o get  t he  bas i c  i n f o r ma t i on and unde r s t and i ng

o f  wha t  i s  i t  and  how does  i t  wor k .

And  t hen  we  dec i ded t ha t  bec aus e ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )  f or

t he  pa t i en t  and peop l e c anno t  get  ac c ess  t o  conozo l e



Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on
Zac k i e  Achmat  and  Nonkos i  Khumal o
11/ 06/ 03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

19

( mi s spe l l ed?) .   J us t  go i ng  t o b r eak ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  bec ause

t hen  t ha t  i s  how we c an  ge t  ac c es s  t o  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )  t ha t  we

wan t  ev en t hough  our  po l i c i es  a r e  so  s t r i c t .   Es pec i a l l y  f or

t he  peop l e  t ha t  c anno t  ac t ua l l y  a f f o r d  t h i s .

Then  we  wen t  t o Thai l and  and  we  i mpo r t ed  t he  genet i c

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  b i oz ol e  ( mi ss pel l ed? ) .   Ac t ual l y  t he  s ame

t hi ng t hat  conoz o l e ( mi s spe l l ed?)  does  a t  a  muc h  l ess e r  p r i c e .

And  TAC has  ov er  t he  yea r s  been  ge t t i ng s uc h  a  s upp l y  f r om

Tha i l and .   And  we ’ r e  gi v i ng  i t  t o  gov e r nmen t  hos pi t al s  whe r e

t hey ’ r e  no t  ge t t i ng acc ess  t o c onozo l e  ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  t hough

dona t i ons t hey  had  wi t h  t he  gov er nmen t .   And  i t  has ,  y ou  k now,

done  a  l ot  of  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e)  f o r  s o  many o t he r  peop l e.

And  I  t h i nk  what  p r ompt ed t hat  was  we  we r e g i v i ng s o

many  peopl e  i n  t he  o r gan i z a t i on  t hat  wer e  dy i ng  of

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  t hey  c oul dn ’ t  ge t  ac c es s  t o  t r eat men t .   I t  has

i mpr ov ed  t r emendous l y .

And  t hen  we ’ v e  had  ou r  c ampa i gns.   Some o f  t hem wer e

des i gned  t hat  peop l e  wou l d  go t o t hem nev er  ge t  t r eat ed

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  Sou t h Af r i c an  gov er nmen t .   And  i t  was  c i v i l

d i s obed i enc e ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e )  whe r e we  s a i d  we ’ r e j us t  go i ng  t o

occ upy  gov e r nmen t  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e )  t o  t ak e our s e l v es t o t he

pol i ce  s t a t i on  s o  we  ge t  a r r es t ed  ( un i nt e l l i gi b l e) .   And

i nt e r r up t i ng pub l i c  mee t i ngs  t hat  t he  Mi n i s t er  was  hav i ng  i n

and  ar ound  t he  c ount r y .   And  s ome  of  us  had  t o

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And we want  t o  t hank a l l  ou r  suppo r t e r s  he r e
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f or  suppor t i ng  us  t h r ough t he p r oc es s  of  c i v i l  d i s obed i enc e

bec aus e  I  t hi nk  we  a r e whe r e  we  a r e t oday  and ou r  Sou t h Af r i c an

gov e r nment  i s  ev en  c ons i de r i ng  a r ol l i ng  ou t  p r ogr am o f  an t i

r et r o v i r a l s  bec ause  we  t ook  a  s t and  aga i ns t  t hem.   Bu t  we  a l so

got  suppor t  f r om y ou  guy s and many  o t her  gr oups  t ha t  c ou l dn’ t

mak e  i t  t oday  he r e .

And  we  a r e  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e )  po i nt  t a l k i ng  abou t  how do

we b r i ng  t he p r i c e  o f  d r ugs  down.   Bu t  we  a r e s ay i ng t o y ou we

a r e  c l os er  t o  whe r e pol i c i es  a r e made .   Wha t  a r e  y ou s ay i ng

abou t  pa r ag r aph s i x  o f  t he  dec l ar a t i on ;  s o wha t  do  you  t h i nk  of

how i t  c ou l d be ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .   Bec aus e as  much  as  we  wan t

t o t hi nk  i t ’ s  a c api t al i s t  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  f o r  Af r i c an c ent e r s

o f  who  a r e ,  I  mean ,  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  s o we’ r e as k i ng t ha t  k i nd

o f  s uppo r t  f r om y ou.   We ’ r e  say i ng  l e t ’ s  enc ou r age  ou r

gov e r nment  t o  i nv o l v e  t hems e l v es i n ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  and  get  as

muc h  money  as  pos s i b l e f or  t he  Gl oba l  Fund s o t her e ’ s  no t  on l y

Sou t h Af r i c an  bene f i t s  f r om t he r e  bu t  many o t he r  c oun t r i es  t hat

need  as s i s t anc e c an get  ac c ess  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e ) .   I  c an go

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  but  I  wou l d  l i ke  t o  g i v e  t he oppo r t un i t y  f o r

Zac k i e  t o t ak e  ov e r  s ome  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  I  mi gh t  not  hav e

c ov e r ed  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e ) .

MR.  ZACKI E ACHMAT:   I  hope  s he  ( un i n t e l l i gi b l e ) .   Ver y ,

v er y  d i f f i c ul t  t o  be  he r e;  t he r e’ s  many o f  us  he r e

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   Many  peop l e  he r e have  l os t  many  peopl e

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   I t ’ s  al ways  di f f i c u l t  t o  speak t o peop l e
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abou t  AI DS.   But  I  want  t o  s peak abou t  i n t e r na t i ona l i s m because

t ha t  i s  t he  hear t  of  ev e r y t h i ng  we  do  ( un i n t el l i gi b l e ) .   No,

Cor nel i us  made  f un  I  t h i nk  not  of  Nonk os i ’ s  age  bu t  o f  ou r  age.

But  i n  our  age  we  us ed t o t a l k  about  i nt e r na t i onal i sm and  no t

g l obal i z at i on .

Wha t  does t ha t  mean?   That  means s ol i dar i t y .   Nonk os i

men t i oned t he  Pf i z er  donat i on o r  t he  Pf i z er  de f i anc e c ampa i gn .

But  we  don ’ t  hav e  money  at  t ha t  t i me .   We  we r e  poo r  and v e r y

poo r  s t r ugg l i ng o r gan i z a t i on ,  s t i l l  s t r uggl i ng ,  bu t  we ’ r e  no t

s o poo r .

Nonk os i  men t i oned  t ha t  we went  t o  Tha i l and and  t ha t  we

bot h  made ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   One,  noc onoz ol eca t c ho l

( mi s spe l l ed?)  cos t  18  U. S.  dol l ar s .   We b r ough t  i t  bac k f r om

Tha i l and  a t  t he p r i c e  o f  l es s  t han  18  U. S.  c en t s .   Tha t ’ s  wha t

i t  c os t s .   Tha t  was made  pos s i b l e  by  a  r ange  o f  i n t er nat i ona l

pos s i b i l i t y .   The r e a r e  peop l e  who  wou l d  come t oge t he r  t o

bel i ev e  t ha t  a l l  o f  us  hav e  t he  r i gh t  t o  l i f e and t o d i gn i t y .

But  mos t  i mpo r t an t  o f  t hos e  was  a  woman who  dona t ed  money  t o

us,  Li nda Dee ,  a  Bal t i mo r e  AI DS ac t i v i s t  who  s a i d,  ok ,  I ’ l l

f i nd  y ou  f i ve  t housand dol l a r s  t o  ge t  t he  money ,  t o  ge t  t he

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   And t ha t  he l ped  us  eno r mous l y  i n  ge t t i ng t he

d r ug .

Tha t  was n’ t  a l l .   Me t r e  ( mi s spe l l ed? )  Sans Fr on t i e r ,

Doc t or s  Wi t hou t  Bo r de r s ,  had  a  br anc h  i n  Tha i l and.   And t hey

hel ped  us  f i nd  t he  b i oequi v a l en t  s t ud i es  t ha t  s howed t ha t  t he
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med i c i ne  t hat  we  wer e  go i ng  t o  br i ng  i nt o  ou r  c oun t r y  was  sa f e

and  ef f ec t i ve .   That  i t  was n ’ t  a f ak e  gener i c  and i t  was n ’ t

j us t  a  c opy  o f  a  med i c i ne t hat  was  go i ng  t o  do  har m.

Many ,  many  peopl e  con t r i bu t ed t o t ha t .   I  r emember  t he

Tha i  ac t i v i s t s  and  meet i ng  wi t h  t hem.   They  t hemse l ves  had  j us t

been  o r gan i z i ng agai ns t  Br i s t o l  Meye r s  Squi bb t o  ensu r e t hat

peop l e  had  ac c es s  t o  s t abud i n ( mi s spe l l ed?)  and  bi denozene

( mi s spe l l ed?)  dr ugs t ha t  y ou  wi l l  know as  D14 and BDI .   We  c a l l

t hem by  t he i r  gene r i c  names  bec aus e we  don’ t  wan t  t o p r omo t e

any  pa r t i c u l a r  c ompany.

But  al s o  wh i l e  t hose  peopl e  i n  Tha i l and wer e

c ampai gn i ng  on  BMS d r ugs ,  Br i s t ol  Mey e r s  Squ i bb  dr ugs ,  i t  was

t he  wo r k  o f  peop l e  l i ke  Ja i me Lov e  ( mi ss pel l ed? )  a t  c ons umer

p r o j ec t  on  t ec hno l ogy  and o t he r  peop l e  l i ke  t ha t  who made  al l

o f  us  awar e  t hat  t hos e d r ugs ,  t he  i nv ent i on ,  t he  r esea r c h  and

dev e l opmen t  we r e  t he  ef f or t s  o f  s c i en t i s t s  and  doc t or s  a t  Ya l e

Uni v er s i t y  and  t he  NI H.   And  t hat  t he  dr ug c ompani es  had

app r op r i at e  t he f r ui t s  o f  o t he r  peop l e ’ s  l abor  and  we r e

c ha r gi ng  ex ces s i v e  p r i c es ,  put t i ng  a  huge  p r i c e  on  l i f e.   And

i t  was  our  du t y  t o  ac t  aga i ns t  t h i s .

And  i t  was  br i ng i ng t oge t he r  a l l  t ha t  knowl edge  and

mak i ng  s ur e  t hat  i t  was  no t  t he  p r es e r ve  of  l obby i s t s  bu t  t he

unde r s t and i ng  of  o r d i na r y  peop l e on t he g r ound ;  t ha t  i t  was

wor k  s hopped i n Ca i l i t c ha ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )  i n

J ohannes bu r g,  Sowe t o  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  whe r e  peopl e  cou l d  speak
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abou t  t hos e  t h i ngs ,  peop l e  who  os t ens i bl y  a r e deni ed t he  f r u i t s

o f  g l oba l i z at i on .   Bu t  I  be l i ev e t ha t  t hose  ar e  t he  f r ui t s  o f

g l obal i z at i on  ope r at i on  wo r k i ng  t oge t her  i n t er na t i ona l l y .

I t  a l l owed  us  ov e r  t he l as t  f ew y ear s ,  a l l  o f  us ,  and

when  I  s ay  us  now I ’ m no t  s peak i ng  about  t ha t .   I ’ m s peak i ng  of

peop l e  s i t t i ng  i n  t h i s  r oom.   I  s ee ou r  c ol l eague J enn i f e r

J oney ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  who  has  des er t ed  us .   She’ s  one  o f  ou r  best

l awy er s  who  r an away  t o  t he  Un i t ed  St a t es .   You ’ d bet t er  c ome

bac k  home s oon .

But  you  know a l l  o f  us ,  wha t  we  have  ach i ev ed i s  one o f

t he  mos t  r emar kab l e,  one  o f  t he  most  r emar k abl e  v i c t o r i es

aga i ns t  gl oba l  c o r po r at e  power .   Fr om f ou r  and  a  ha l f  t housand

r ank s,  whi c h i s  mo r e  t han 650 dol l ar s  a mon t h,  t ha t  i s  wha t  our

med i c i nes used  t o  cos t .   The  av er age  i nc ome  of  a  Sout h  Af r i c an

f ami l y  i s  l es s  t han 1 , 500.   The  av er age f ami l y  i s  l es s  t han

1 , 500 r and  a mon t h .   So  f ou r  t hous and  f i v e hund r ed  r and was a

l ot  of  money.

Cor nel i us  men t i oned,  t hus does  Edwi n  Camer on ,  I

r emember  t he day s  when he pa i d  f ou r  and a  ha l f  t housand r and  a

mon t h f o r  h i s  med i c i ne.   And  we  as  h i s  f r i end had t o t r y  and

get  money f or  a j udge  becaus e o t he r wi s e he wou l d  have  t o  s el l

h i s  hous e i n o r de r  t o  s t ay  a l i v e.   Al l  o f  us  and  a l l  our

e f f o r t s  hav e pus hed bac k  mu l t i  na t i ona l  power  and ach i ev ed  t he

pos s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  r i gh t  t o  l i f e f or  mi l l i ons  o f  peop l e.

Today i n  ou r  c oun t r y  t hese  med i c i nes ,  i f  ou r  gov er nmen t
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had  t he  dec enc y t o  ac t ,  t hes e med i c i nes wou l d be  av ai l ab l e .   I

pay  f o r  t hem b r eak i ng  t he pa t en t  t o t he f ac t  t r eat men t  p r o j ec t ;

I  pay f o r  t hem 43  do l l a r s  a  mon t h .   Bu t  t he  Cl i n t on  Founda t i on,

I  s ee a f t e r  one ge t s  ou t  o f  power  one  ge t s  bet t e r ,  I  don ’ t

t hi nk  t hat  t he r e ’ s  hope  f o r  you r  c ur r ent  Pr es i dent  af t er  power .

But  t he  Cl i nt on Foundat i on  has  made i t  poss i bl e  t o  ge t

t he  same  d r ugs  a t  11  do l l a r s  a  mon t h  f or  t he  s t a t e  sec t o r .

Tha t  s ay s t o me t hat  i t  i s  not  on l y  poor  count r i es  t ha t  a r e

s uf f er i ng,  t ha t  t he peop l e  who  ar e  s u f f e r i ng  mos t  i n t hi s

c oun t r y ,  i n  t he wo r l d  a r e peop l e i n t he Uni t ed  St a t es  and  i n

Eur ope ,  su f f e r i ng  under  t he  pr o f i t ee r i ng  of  t he  dr ug c ompani es .

And  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t hat  al l  of  us  s t and t oge t he r  and ens u r e

t ha t  no t  on l y  peop l e  l i v i ng  wi t h HI V but  t ha t  peop l e,  t he  ol d

age  pens i oner s ,  s hou l d not  hav e  t o  c r oss  t he  Canad i an  or  t he

Mex i can  bo r de r  bu t  t hat  t hey  s hou l d be  ab l e  t o  get  t he i r

med i c i nes her e  f r ee and  af f o r dabl e  a t  an  ac c es s i bl e  p r i c e .

At  t he  end  of  t h i s  y ear  we  a r e  ce l eb r a t i ng f i v e  yea r s

o f  PAC.   Ea r l y  nex t  y ea r  we  wi l l  be c e l eb r a t i ng  t en  y ear s  of

democr ac y i n Sou t h  Af r i c a.   I t ’ s  a  v e r y  i mpo r t an t  moment  f or

a l l  of  us .   I t ’ s  one  of  t he  mos t  exc i t i ng  p l ac es  i n  t he wo r l d

t o l i v e  i n  no t  bec aus e we’ v e  go t  a  dumb p r es i den t  but  bec aus e

we’ v e go t  a  v i br an t  s oc i et y ,  a  v i b r an t  c i v i l  s oc i e t y  bec ause

we’ v e go t  an i con  of  democ r acy  l i k e Ne l s on Mande l a  no t  bec aus e

we’ v e go t  t ac t  ( mi ss pel l ed? )  bu t  bec ause  we ’ ve  got  mi l l i ons  o f

poo r  peopl e  p r epa r i ng  and ge t t i ng  r eady t o v ot e ;  t o  us e t hei r
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v ot e  t o  change  t he i r  l i v es .

And  I  be l i eve  as  an ANC member  t ha t  t hos e  o f  y ou  who

a r e  ANC suppo r t e r s  and hav e  been i n t he ant i  apa r t hei d  mov ement

s hou l d  s ay  t o  you r se l ves  t ha t  t he  ANC does not  bel ong  t o  Tav o

( mi s spe l l ed?)  Mbek i .   The ANC does  no t  be l ong t o  anyone bu t  t he

peop l e  o f  Sal gof a l  ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  l i be r at i on ,  a l l  o f  us .  And

t ha t  means  t ha t  i n  t r ans f o r mi ng  ou r  s oc i e t y  t he  mos t  i mpo r t an t

t as k  be f or e  us  now i s  t o  s av e t he  l i v es  o f  f ou r  t o  f i v e mi l l i on

peop l e .

I n t he  l as t  c ent u r y  17 mi l l i on  Af r i c an  peop l e,  men ,

women and c hi l dr en ,  wen t  t o  j a i l  bec ause  of  t he  pas t  l aws .

Bei ng i n  t he r i gh t  p l ac e  a t  t he  wr ong  t i me peop l e wer e  a r r es t ed

and  pu t  i n t o j ai l ,  c r i mi na l i zed  becaus e t hey  c ou l d  no t  mov e t he

c oun t r y  of  t he i r  b i r t h.

I mag i ne  a hol ocaus t  aga i ns t  poo r  peop l e i n whi c h  f our

o r  f i v e  mi l l i on peop l e d i e  wi t hou t  ac c es s  t o  med i c i ne .   I t

pai ns  a l l  o f  us  enor mous l y  t o hav e  s t r ugg l ed  aga i ns t  our

gov e r nment  i n  t h i s  a r ea .   I t ’ s  an  eno r mous pai n  and  i t  s t i l l

i s .

You  i mag i ne  Wu i n i c k  ( mi s spe l l ed?)  Pez a  ( mi s s pe l l ed? ) ,

one  of  our  f i r s t  v ol unt eer s  i n  PAC.   She  was  a  mot her  of  t hr ee

c hi l dr en .   She  had  a  l ov el y  l i f e i n t he ear l y  pa r t s  when  t he r e

was  no  c ondoms  and  s he had  many  t h i ngs  t o  do .   She  had  HI V.

She  di ed  on  he r  n i gh t ,  one  n i gh t ,  he r  demen t i a  was  so  bad  t ha t

s he  wr o t e 39 pos t c ar ds t o Pavo  ( mi ss pe l l ed? )  Mbek i  say i ng
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p l ease  Mr .  Pr es i dent ,  g i ve  AZT f r ee t o  p r egnan t  women .   That

l i d ,  t he  next  mo r n i ng  s he was dead .

We had  an eno r mous  c ampa i gn  t ha t  many  of  you  wi l l

r emember .   I t  was  a t r agedy  t ha t  we had t o t ak e  ou r  own

gov e r nment  t o  t he  const i t u t i ona l  c ou r t  t o  ensu r e  t hat  women

hav e  t he  r i gh t  t o  hav e t he i r  c h i l d r en  bo r n wi t hout  HI V.   The

s ame  gov er nmen t  who we had  ass i s t ed,  a l l  of  us  t oge t he r ,  peop l e

i n t hi s  r oom,  peop l e  bey ond  t h i s  r oom,  t o  f i gh t  t he  d r ug

c ompan i es  and  f o r c e t he  dr ug  c ompani es  t o  wi t hd r aw f r om a  cou r t

c as e  aga i ns t  our  gov e r nmen t .   Tha t  t ha t  gov e r nment  was  deny i ng

women t he r i gh t  t o  c hoos e i n  t he s ame  way  as  Bus h Nonk os i

men t i oned,  Bus h i s  t r y i ng t o  l i mi t  women ’ s  r i gh t s  t o c hoos e.

So we s ay t ha t  ou r  c ons t i t u t i on  and ou r  h i s t or y  of

s t r ugg l e  because  we a r e  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  gov e r n  Mbek i ,  we  a r e

t he  ch i l dr en o f  Wa l t e r  Sus u l u ( mi s spe l l ed?)  and  of  Br aun

( mi s spe l l ed?)  Fi s her  ( mi ss pe l l ed? ) .   We a r e  t he  ch i l d r en  o f

Nel s on  Mandel a .   We’ r e t he  c hi l dr en o f  Luke  Fr i s t  ( mi s spe l l ed?)

and  of  Al be r t i na  Sus u l u  ( mi s spe l l ed? ) .   And  we  k now what  our

r i gh t s  a r e  and  wha t  our  cons t i t ut i on  means t o us .

So f or  a l l  of  us  t he r e’ s  an  eno r mous  p r i de i n what  we

hav e  ac h i ev ed  as  a  c oun t r y .   I  am go i ng t o v ot e  ANC next  y ea r ,

not  f o r  Thabo  Mbek i  but  f o r  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  ANC and  f o r  t he

f ut u r e  o f  our  coun t r y .

And  whe r e does  t ac k  ( mi s spe l l ed?)  s t and now as

gov e r nment  i s  announc i ng  a  r ol l  ou t ?   The  b i gges t  c ha l l enge we
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hav e  i s  t o  ens ur e  t ha t  our  c ampai gn i s  t o  bo l d  a  peop l e’ s

hea l t h  c ar e  s e r v i c e,  t o  ens u r e  t ha t  ev er y  pe r s on  i n  ou r  c oun t r y

has  ac c ess  no t  on l y  t o ant i  r e t r o  v i r a l  t he r apy  bu t  when  y ou ’ r e

a  k i d wi t h  as t hma  and  y ou go  t o  a  c l i n i c  t ha t  t her e ’ s  ox y gen

t he r e t o  ensu r e t hat  nu r ses  who  p r ev i ous l y  had  t o s ee  on l y  one

o r  t wo  peop l e  di e  a y ea r  bu t  now wi l l  see  t h r ee  or  f ou r  peop l e

d i e  ev e r y  day ;  t ha t  t hos e nu r s es a r e  hel ped  and  as s i s t ed  i n

eve r y  way.   Ou r  j ob i s  t o he l p  bo l d a  peopl e ’ s  hea l t h  se r v i c e

bec aus e  ot her wi s e  we  wi l l  no t  get  an t i  r e t r o  v i r al  t he r apy

p r oper l y .

The  gov e r nmen t  wi l l  announc e  one ant i  r e t r o  v i r a l

p r og r am pe r  d i s t r i c t .   The  gov e r nmen t  has  admi t t ed  t ha t  up  t o

500  t housand peop l e t o dat e  need ant i  r e t r o  v i r a l  mi x e r s .   Al l

o f  us  he r e  now t ha t  wi t h  t he  best  po l i t i c al  wi l l  i n  t he wo r l d ,

and  I  p r omi se  you  t ha t  means  s hor t  i n  suppl y  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca ,

but  t he  bes t  pol i t i c a l  wi l l  i n  t he  wo r l d  t he  gov er nmen t  wi l l

not  r eac h mor e  t han 150  t housand peop l e ove r  a  y ea r .

Tha t  means  s t i l l  t ha t  t her e ’ s  an eno r mous  j ob f o r  a l l

o f  us  t o  do  t o  ens ur e  t hat  peop l e  hav e  ac ces s t o  medi c i ne .

Wha t  i s  al l  o f  ou r  r o l e  i n  t hi s ?  Tr ea t ment  ac t i on  campa i gn;

our  j ob  i s  t o  ens u r e  t r eat ment  l i t er ac y .

I  s pok e  t o  peopl e  t h i s  mor n i ng  and  s a i d t he  ex ampl e  o f

peop l e  l i k e  gay men’ s  heal t h  c r i s i s ,  t r ea t ment  ac t i on  gr oup and

t he  wo r k  t hat  t hey  d i d i n educ a t i ng t hems el v es  i s  mode l  t o  a l l

o f  us  peop l e l i v i ng wi t h  HI V t o  ensu r e  t hat  we  k now as  muc h,  i f
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not  mo r e  t han  ou r  doc t o r s  do ,  t ha t  we  know abou t  ac yc l ov i r ,  we

k now wha t  TB d r ugs  do ,  we k now t he  s ho r t age  or  t he  sho r t c omi ngs

o f  TB d i agnos t i c s ,  we  k now wha t  a  PCR t es t  i s ,  Nonk os i

men t i oned t hos e.

But  t he  cha l l enge  f o r  us  i s  t o  sc a l e  up t r ea t men t

l i t e r ac y  p r og r ams .   The  cha l l enge  t o  us  i s  t o make  su r e ou r

c l i n i c s  wo r k .   Bu t  abov e  a l l  t he c ha l l enge t o us  i s  t o  mak e

s ur e  ou r  democ r ac y  i n  Sout h  Af r i c a  s u r v i v es  and  t h r i v es  and t o

s av e  t he  l i ves  o f  f ou r  t o f i ve  mi l l i on  peop l e.

The r e’ s  one  appea l  I  wan t  t o  make  t o  a l l  of  you .

Nonk os i  men t i oned  t ha t  we had an eno r mous  amoun t  o f  deat h

ear l i e r  t h i s  y ea r .   At  t he  t i me  o f  t he  c i v i l  d i s obedi enc e

c ampai gn  we  ( uni n t el l i g i bl e )  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t i me  i n  ou r

o r gani z a t i on.   Tha t  c as t  s ev en  t hous and member s  on  ou r  books .

We hav e  110  b r anc hes  ac r os s  t he  c oun t r y .   By  any one ’ s  s t anda r ds

t ha t ’ s  a  s mal l  o r gan i za t i on .   We hav e  eno r mous  s uppor t

t hr oughout  soc i e t y  bu t  bet ween  t he  20 t h of  Ma r c h when  600  peop l e

handed  our s el v es  ove r  f o r  a r r es t  and  s ai d  a r r es t  us  o r  a r r es t

our  Hea l t h  Mi n i s t e r ,  on  t ha t  day,  be t ween  t hat  day  and  when we

had  ou r  con f e r enc e  on  t he f i r s t  o f  Augus t  mo r e  t han  100 o f  ou r

member s  di ed.   Mo r e t han  100  o f  ou r  member s  di ed .

Mos t  o f  t hem l ef t  ch i l d r en  beh i nd .   Most  of  t hem d i ed .

Onl y  one  o f  t hem had  ac c es s  t o  med i c i nes  and  s he  d i ed  of  l ac t i c

ac i dos i s  wh i c h  i s  a r ar e  s i de e f f ec t  t ha t  y ou ge t  f r om an t i

r et r o v i r a l  t her apy.   She d i ed  f r om l ac t i c  ac i dos i s  becaus e s he
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had  t o  t r av el  60  k i l ome t er s  t o  ge t  t o  a doc t or  t ha t  woul d  t r eat

her  bec aus e  s he c oul dn’ t  go  t o  a pub l i c  hea l t hc a r e  f ac i l i t y

bec aus e  t hey wer e  s t opped f r om us i ng  ant i  r e t r o  v i r al  t he r apy .

Al l  ou r  member s  d i ed .   We dec i ded  al l  t hose  member s  o f

our s  d i ed;  we  dec i ded  t o  t r eat  ou r  member s  bec ause  gov er nmen t

i s  not  goi ng t o be  ab l e  t o  t r ea t  eve r y one  i mmed i at e l y .   Bu t  we

c annot  c r ea t e  a c l as s  o f  des er v i ng  ac t i v i s t s  who  ge t  med i c i ne

and  ot he r  peop l e  c on t i nue t o  d i e.   So  we  say  f o r  ev er y  one  PAC

member  t ha t  we  t r eat  we  wi l l  t r ea t  one  pe r s on i n  s oc i e t y ;  one

per s on  unr e l a t ed  t o PAC.

But  wha t  we  want  t o appeal  t o y ou ;  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca

we’ r e go i ng  t o  ge t  10  t hous and  peopl e  con t r i bu t e  50  r and  a

mon t h.   Bu t  i n  Eu r ope  and i n  No r t h  Amer i c a we want  t wo  t hous and

o f  y ou  t o g i v e  about  t en  do l l a r s  a  mon t h  t o  he l p  s ave  t he  l i v es

o f  ac t i v i s t s  and  peop l e  un r e l a t ed  t o  us .   That  i s  wha t  y ou

c ou l d ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .

But  mo r e  i mpo r t an t l y  al l  o f  you  and a l l  o f  us  have  t o

c on t i nue  wo r k i ng  t oge t he r  t o  r o l l  bac k  t he power  t hat  co r por a t e

hav e  go t t en  ov er  our  l i v es ,  t o  r ec l a i m democ r ac y  and not  t o l et

i t  d i e .   I t  i s  a  t r agedy  when a  mi l i t a r y ,  an  ac t or ,  who

espous es  a l l  t he  wor s t  v al ues o f  mi l i t ar i sm,  bec omes t he

gov e r no r  o f  t he e i gh t h b i ggest  ec onomy  i n  t he wo r l d .   I t ’ s  a

t r agedy  when t ha t  happens.   I t  means  t ha t  we  don ’ t  t ak e ou r

v ot e  s e r i ous l y .   And  i t ’ s  c r i t i ca l  t ha t  eve r yone  he r e  ens u r es

t ha t  we  hav e i n t he Whi t e Hous e ,  i n t he Gov e r no r  l eve l ,  peop l e
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who  ar e  pr epa r ed  t o pur s ue  peac e,  democr acy ,  dev el opment

t hr oughout  t he  wo r l d ,  peop l e  who a r e  p r epar ed t o  ensu r e t hat

hol ocaus t  aga i ns t  poo r  peop l e i n t he  wor l d i s  no t  used  as  an

exc use  t o deny  women  t he  r i ght  t o  abo r t i on i n Af r i c a,  t ha t  i t

i s  not  used  t o  deny peop l e  t he  r i ght  t o c ondoms  i n  ou r  c ount r y ,

and  mos t  o f  a l l  t hat  i t  i s  not  us ed t o  make  ou r  count r y  ev en

mor e  dependen t  on  mu l t i  na t i ona l  c or po r a t i ons.

So f or  a l l  of  us  we wan t  t o  say  t hank  you  t o  ev e r y one

who  has  he l ped .   And  many o f  y ou we won’ t  ment i on;  many o f  y ou

who  we  hav e  p r obab l y  j us t  have  f o r go t t en  i n  ou r  ov e r  exc i t ed

s t a t e.   Bu t  f r om a l l  of  us  r ea l l y  we  wan t  t o  s ay  t hank  y ou  f o r

t he  wo r k  t hat  you ’ ve  done and f or  t he  wo r k  t ha t  you ’ l l  c on t i nue

t o do.

I  want  t o add  on  one  t h i ng  her e .   Mi c hae l  i s  s t i l l  wi t h

us and  Lar r y  men t i oned t ha t  Mi c hae l  wo r k s  f o r  t he Kai s er  Fami l y

Founda t i on .   They ’ ve  done enor mous  wo r k  i n Sou t h  Af r i c a on

hea l t h  s ys t ems  dev el opment .   They  f und  a  pr ogr am c a l l ed Love

L i f e .   Tha t  p r og r am i s  unde r  a t t ac k .   We  at t ac k  i t  f r om t he

l ef t ;  t he Chr i s t i an Fundamen t a l i s t s  a t t ac k  i t  f r om t he  r i ght .

You  know i t ’ s  i mpo r t ant  t h i ng t he r e i s  t hat  wha t  a l l  o f  us  have

t o r ea l i ze  i s  t ha t  ou r  p r ev ent i on  ef f o r t s  have  f ai l ed .   Ou r

p r ev en t i on  ef f or t s  have  f a i l ed .   I t  does n ’ t  mean  t hat  condoms

don ’ t  wo r k .   I t  means  t hat  t he r e’ s  f ew c ondoms .   I t  means  t ha t

we don ’ t  t a l k  enough  about  s ex .   I t  be l i eves  t ha t  we don ’ t

r ea l i z e  enough  t ha t  economi c  i ndependenc e  o f  women  wi l l  go  much
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f ur t he r  t han t he  c ondom does .   I t  means t ha t  we  don ’ t  r ea l i z e

enough  t ha t  ou r  mess ages  o f  ABC a r e t oo s i mp l i s t i c ,  t hat  when

we s ay  abs t ai n  i t ’ s  a  mor a l  j udgment ,  no t  an  enc ou r agemen t  t o

y oung peop l e who  mak e  t he c hoi c es  no t  t o  hav e s ex when  t hey

don ’ t  want  t o .

And  I  s ay  t ha t  c omi ng  f r om a  c oun t r y  whe r e y oung  g i r l s

f ac e  r ape on a  da i l y  bas i s  i n t he i r  s c hoo l s ,  i n  t he i r  homes,  i n

t he i r  wo r k p l ac es  and  so  on .   And s o t he r i gh t  t o  s ay no i s  no t

s i mp l y  a  ques t i on  of  t he  s o  ca l l ed  mor al i t y  of  abs t i nenc e  bu t

t o c r ea t e an env i r onmen t  whe r e  cho i c e  i s  pos s i b l e.   When  we s ay

be f ai t h f u l  i t  i s  t he  b i gges t  k i l l er  o f  women i n  Af r i c a and

Sou t h Af r i c a par t i cu l ar l y .   To  say  be  f a i t h f ul  wi t hou t  s ay i ng

be f ai t h f u l  wi t h  a  c ondom i s  a  huge mi s t ake  bec aus e  t he women

who  ar e  mos t  a t  r i sk  t oday  a r e  t he  women  who  a r e  i n  ma r r i age

who  ar e  be i ng  f a i t hf u l  but  a r e  be i ng  f ai t hf u l  wi t hout  a c ondom.

The  t h i r d one ,  s o  say  s i mp l y  c ondomi z e  ( mi s s pe l l ed? )

wi t hou t  under s t and i ng  how we  need  t o  c hange  ou r  sex ua l

behav i o r ,  wi t hou t  under s t and i ng  t he me t hods  of  how we  need  t o

c hange  our  sex ua l  behav i or  i s  a  mi s t ak e.   You c an’ t  t ake  t hos e

f i gh t e r  j e t s  t ha t  you ’ r e  us e  i n  I r aq  and  dr op c ondoms  on  peop l e

j us t  as  muc h as i t  won’ t  wo r k  t o use  t hos e f i gh t er  j e t s  t o  d r op

ant i  r e t r o  v i r al s  ov e r  ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e ) .

But  wha t  I  wan t  t o  s ay,  bu t  wha t  I  wan t  t o s ay  i s  t ha t

t he  r ea l  mo r a l i t y  t ha t  a l l  o f  us  hav e  t o  t ak e ou r  s hoes and

s t ep  i n t o i s  t o s i mp l y  s ay  t ha t  no t  t o  do  ha r m t o ones el f  and
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not  t o  do har m t o  ot her s .   Does n’ t  ma t t e r  how many  pa r t ne r  I

hav e  o r  who  I  s l eep wi t h .   I ’ m a f ag ,  I ’ m a  gay  man ,  p r oud  o f

bei ng a  f ag ,  I ’ m p r oud o f  be i ng  a  gay  man ,  I ’ m p r oud o f  my  ex -

boy f r i end’ s  c ommi t t ee  and a l l  t hos e t h i ngs.

Tha t  doesn ’ t  bot he r  me.   Wha t  bot her s  me  i s  t ha t  I  may

hav e  ha r med  s omeone.   And what  bo t he r s  me  i s  t ha t  I  s hou l d  no t

har m any one  e l se .   And i t ’ s  c r i t i c al  t ha t  i n  a l l  ou r  s ex ua l

behav i o r  t hat  t ha t  i s  t he mor a l i t y  t ha t  y ou  need  t o  c a r r y

acr oss .   And I  wou l d  appea l  t o  peopl e  of  f a i t h ,  bec aus e I ’ m not

one  of  t hem,  I  wou l d  appea l  t o  peopl e  of  f a i t h  t o dev e l op  a

genu i ne  mor al i t y  and  t o  dea l  wi t h  t h i s  ep i demi c .   Bec aus e

o t he r wi s e t he r e’ s  600  deat hs  t hat  we  hav e  i n  Sou t h  Af r i c a  ev e r y

day  now;  we ’ r e  t u r ni ng i nt o  t he  1 , 500  new i n f ec t i ons t ha t  we

hav e  ev e r y  day  now o r  t u r n i ng t o 1 , 500  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) .

So I  appea l  t o  ev e r y one  t ha t  i n  Af r i c a ,  i n As i a ,  i n

Lat i n Amer i ca  we  hav e  t o  s t and  t oget he r .   Eu r ope  and Nor t h

Amer i c a  we  hav e t o  s t and  t oget her .   And I  want  t o end  by  s ay i ng

t ha t  t he  most  i mpo r t ant  t h i ng i n t hi s  gl oba l  age  i s

i nt e r na t i onal i sm o f  o r d i na r y  peop l e wo r k i ng  t oge t he r ,  suppor t ed

by good  t h i nk i ng  phi l an t hr op i s t s  l i k e  Ba r r y ,  l i k e Mi c hae l ,  l i ke

many  o t her s .   I  wonde r  whe r e  J udy ’ s  h i di ng.   She  a l way s h i des .

The r e s he i s  i n t he bac k  as  us ual .

And  I  want  t o  say  t hank  you  t o  ev e r y one.   And I  wan t

y ou  t o  g i v e  y our  s uppor t  no t  s i mp l y  t o  PAC but  t o eve r y  s i ng l e

o r gani z a t i on s t r uggl i ng  on  a  mor a l  bas i s  t o  ens u r e  HI V
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p r ev en t i on  and  t r eat men t .   Thank y ou  v er y  much .

MALE VOI CE 1:   We hav e  mi c r ophones a r ound  t he  r oom.

And  Zac k i e  and  Nonkos i  hav e  ag r eed  t o  t ak e ques t i ons.   So  head

f or  t he  mi k es  of  y ou  hav e s ome .

FEMALE VOI CE 1 :   Ok.   Fi r s t  of  al l  t hank s  v e r y  muc h

bot h  o f  you  f o r  c omi ng her e .   I  l ear ned a  l o t  f r om bo t h o f  y ou.

Cou l d one o r  bot h  of  you  s peak  about  t he  r o l e o f  t he Wor l d  Bank

and  t he  I MF and t he economi c  po l i c i es  ei t he r  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca  or

may be mor e  gener a l l y  i n  Af r i ca  and  t he  e f f ec t  t hat  t ha t ’ s

hav i ng  on t he  hea l t h  ca r e s y s t em and  AI DS i n  pa r t i c ul a r ?

MS.  NONKOSI  KHUMALO:   We’ l l  t ake  as  many  ques t i ons  as

we c an  and  t hen we ’ l l  j u s t  ans wer  t hem l a t e r .

FEMALE VOI CE 2 :   Yeah ,  I  was  wonde r i ng  t o  wha t  ex t ent

a r e  you  af r ai d  t ha t  now t ha t  t he Sou t h  Af r i c an  gov e r nmen t  has

agr eed  t o s t a r t  r o l l i ng  ou t  an  an t i  r e t r o  v i r a l  campa i gn  t ha t

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) ,  ok ,  now we  have  t he  suc ces s.   Peopl e  t a l k

abou t  t he Ugandan  suc ces s s t or y .   And  I  a l ways  wor r y  abou t

t ha t .   Bec aus e  i t  mak es  i t  l ook  l i ke  t he r e’ s  no t  a  pr obl em

any mor e .   So how as ac t i v i s t s  do y ou  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  pr es su r e

up now t ha t  y ou’ v e  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e ) ?

MALE VOI CE 3:   Yes ,  I  wan t ed  t o  c ong r a t ul a t e y ou  guy s

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  on t he  good  wo r k  you  guy s a r e  doi ng.   My

ques t i on  i s  t he a r gumen t  t ha t  was  book ed  by  t he  Wi l l i am J ames on

Cl i n t on  Founda t i on  and a l s o  sev er a l  a r gumen t s  o r  s eve r al

d i s c us s i on  go i ng  on r i gh t  now a t  t he  WTO hav e a  l o t  o f
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r es t r i c t i on  and r egu l at i on  and  r u l es ;  i s  t he  TAC wor k i ng  a  l ong

t er m p l an j us t ,  y ou k now,  t o  addr ess  t hi s  r egu l a t i on?   Or  wha t

i s  t he  s t r a t egy t hat  you  guy s a r e  us i ng t o add r ess  t hose ,  you

k now,  s hor t  t e r m s ol u t i ons ,  so  ca l l ed  so l ut i ons ?

MALE VOI CE 4:   ( Un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  t he  Rus s i an  o f f i c e o f

Af r i ca .   The Uni t ed St a t es  i s  as  y ou  k now c u r r en t l y  engaged i n

nego t i a t i ons wi t h  t he  Sout he r n  Af r i c an  Cust oms  Uni on Coun t r i es .

And  I ’ m pa r t i c ul a r l y  conce r ned  gi v en  t he  pr ecedent s  o f  r ec en t

agr eemen t s  be t ween  t he U. S.  and  Ch i l e  and  Si ngapor e  t hat  t he

U. S.  i s  r ea l l y  i ns i s t i ng  upon s ome  s t anda r ds  wi t h r ega r d  t o

pat ent i ng t ha t  wi l l  mak e  i t  ev en mor e  di f f i c ul t  wi t h t he  acc ess

t o a f f o r dab l e  med i c i nes .   My  ques t i on  i s  you  k now a r e  you

engaged  i n  t h i s  i s sue?  Wha t ,  i t ’ s  v e r y  s ec r et i v e her e  i n  t he

Uni t ed  St a t es ,  how much  ar e  you  i n f o r med  and  i f  you  a r e engaged

how mi gh t  we be i n  s o l i dar i t y  wi t h  y ou  on  t h i s ?   Thank  y ou .

MALE VOI CE 5:   I  was wonde r i ng i f  y ou c ou l d  s ay

s ome t h i ng abou t  t he c ul t ur a l  and h i s t o r i c al  r oo t s  bas ed

ann i hi l i sm ( mi ss pe l l ed? ) ?  Par t i c u l a r l y  i f  y ou  c ou l d t al k  a

l i t t l e  abou t  homophob i a  i n  Sou t h Af r i c an  con t ex t ?  And  I ’ m a l so

wonder i ng i f  y ou ’ v e hand  a  c hance  t o  t al k  t o  o r gan i za t i ons

f i gh t i ng  homophob i a i n t hi s  count r y ,  and  suc ces s  i n  b r i ng i ng  a

mes s age  t o  t hose  g r oups  abou t  t he  i mpo r t anc e  o f  a g l obal

epi demi c  and wor k i ng  t o  f i gh t  t he  gl obal  ep i demi c?

MS.  NONKOSI  KHUMALO:   Ok.   I n  r es pec t  ( uni n t e l l i g i bl e )

I  t h i nk  I  wi l l  t ak e,  ok  t wo  quest i ons .   One  on  ( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)
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r ol e  i n  t he  c ont ex t  o f  ( un i n t e l l i g i b l e ) .   I  t h i nk  I  wi l l

b r i e f l y  l ook a t  t he i ss ues  o f  homophob i a  i n  Sou t h Af r i ca  and

wha t  has  been  ou r  ex per i enc e .   Bu t  i t ’ s  goi ng t o  be  a  pe r s ona l ,

I  t h i nk ,  ac count  on s uc h  an  i s s ue  i n  Sou t h Af r i c a.

One ;  I  t hi nk  y ou  t he  speak e r  who r ai s ed t he  ques t i on on

t he  Ugandan  p r ev en t i on and  t r ea t ment  i ss ues  on  HI V and  AI DS and

men t i oned a  v e r y  c r i t i c a l  po i n t  i n  t e r ms  of  t h i ngs  be i ng  h i d

away  a t  some poi n t  and us  t h i nk i ng  t ha t  eve r y t h i ng  i s  good  and

g l o r y  i n  t e r ms  o f  pr ov i s i on  of ,  I  mean ,  acc ess  t o hea l t hc a r e

s er v i c es  f o r  peop l e.   And I  j us t  wan t  t o ,  I  t h i nk ,  dwe l l  a

l i t t l e  b i t  on  t ha t .

And  so  many  t i mes  we  hav e a l so  been unde r  a t t ac k .   I ’ v e

been  t o l d i n Uganda i t  has  been  t he ABC s t r a t egy  bu t  we have  so

many  t i mes  f a l l  s hor t  o f  ac c oun t i ng f o r  many  dea t hs  t hat  hav e

been  be f or e  t he ep i demi c  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  a t  s ome poi n t .   And

t ha t  i t ’ s  not  as  i f  i t  was  j us t  unde r  con t r o l  i n  Uganda.

Peop l e  d i ed  f i r s t  i n  Uganda .   And  t hey  s t ar t ed  managi ng t he

epi demi c  as  s uch .   And we want  t o  ac k nowl edge t hat  t hey have

done  t r emendous wo r k  i n  t e r ms o f  pol i t i c a l  wi l l  i n  t e r ms  o f

pol i t i c i ans  t ak i ng  a  r o l e and l eader s h i p  i n  t e r ms o f  g i v i ng out

mes s ages  a r ound p r ev ent i on  o f  HI V and  AI DS and  may be a l s o

s t a r t i ng  d i sc uss i ng pos s i b i l i t i es  of  t r ea t ment  p r og r ams f o r

peop l e .

And  i t ’ s  go i ng  t o  be  an  i s s ue i n Sou t h  Af r i c a as  we l l .

I t ’ s  been an i ss ue  ev er y whe r e e l s e  i n  t he  wo r l d .   They  hav e
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a l ways  been  unde r  pr e t ense  t ha t  once  t r ea t ment  i s  ava i l ab l e f or

peop l e  t hen  i t ’ s  t he  end  o f  i t  al l .   And  I  t hi nk  t hat  one

s hou l d  t ak e  i n t o  acc oun t  j us t  t he  pos s i b i l i t y  t o  s ay i f  t h i s  i s

wha t  we ’ ve  adv oc a t ed  f o r ,  f o r  many ,  many  yea r s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  our

r es pons i bi l i t y  t o  mak e s ur e  t ha t  i t  happens  and  t ha t  i t  happens

i n t he  p r oper  and  I  t hi nk  i n  a  s t r uc t u r ed  way as  we l l  t ha t

a l l ows  peop l e  t o  engage  i n  i t .

And  we  do not  wan t  t o  s ee a  s i t ua t i on  whe r e  t he  peopl e

do not  adhe r e  t o  t he  med i c i nes  bec aus e  t hey  do  not  know what

t hey  t ak e i t  wi t h .   They  a r e  t ox i c ;  t hey ’ r e  no t  ni c e t o deal

wi t h  i f  you  do  no t  us e t hem pr ope r l y .   And I  t h i nk  t he  r o l e o f

TAC t h r ough  i t ’ s  t r ea t ment  p r og r am i s  t o  t ak e f o r wa r d  a mess age

t o peop l e t he  i mpo r t anc e  o f  t ak i ng  t he i r  med i c i nes  and  t ak i ng

t hem i n  t i me and  unde r s t and i ng  wha t  t he s i de  e f f ec t s  a r e  and

how do  y ou  dea l  wi t h  t hem.   Bu t  a l so  educ at i ng  peop l e  at  a

b r oade r  l ev el  on  t he  i s s ues  ar ound  no t  on l y  t r ea t ment ;  how do

y ou  t r ea t  y ou r se l f  bu t  a l s o  pr even t  and new i n f ec t i on .   And I

t hi nk  we  have  so  many  s t r uc t ur es  i n p l ac e  t hat  i t ’ s  t i me  t o put

up a t  t he moment  we dea l  wi t h t he  s i t uat i on  as  i t  c omes.

I t ’ s  been a  t r ea t men t  l i t e r acy  pr ogr am has been  t he

bac k bone  o f  TAC’ s  wo r k  ove r  t he  y ear s .   And  we ,  at  t h i s  po i n t

i n t i me ,  t r y i ng t o  s t r engt hen i t  even  mor e.   So  j us t  i n s hor t

i t ’ s  no t  go i ng  t o  be  t he  end  o f  TAC and TAC ac t i v i s m I  mean i n

t he  f i e l d o f  p r ov i s i on o f  t r ea t men t .   The r e ’ s  s t i l l  s o  muc h

mor e  t ha t  we wan t  t o  do  i n  t ha t  r ega r d .
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And  t hen  c omi ng t o  t he i ss ue  o f  homophob i a;  I  was

t al k i ng  t o ,  who I  was  t a l k i ng t o t hi s  mo r ni ng,  i t  mi gh t  have

been  I  t hi nk  J oe  o r  s omebody  when  we  wer e  hav i ng  l unc h  t ha t

when  I  f i r s t  wen t  t o  Capet own I  s e r i ous l y  had s e r i ous  pr ob l ems

wi t h  gay  and l es b i ans .   Bec aus e  wher e  I  g r ew up  i n  Du r bi n

( mi s spe l l ed?)  t he r e was  j us t  no  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  gays  and

l es b i ans .   So  when  I  wen t  t o  Cape t own  I  had  t o  s t ay  wi t h

Zac k i e ’ s  s i s t e r  who has  a pa r t ner  who ’ s  a  f ema l e .   Now I  d i dn ’ t

k now t ha t  bef o r e  I  went  i n .   So  on  my  f i r s t  ni gh t  Med i

( mi s spe l l ed?)  came  back  home  and her e  I  was  at  home  a l r eady.

So I ’ m wai t i ng  f o r  t he par t ner  t ha t  I ’ ve  been t o l d  about  a l l

day  l ong .   And  when t he  pa r t ne r  a r r i v es  i t ’ s  a  f ema l e .   And I ’ m

s ay i ng ,  hmmm,  now t h i s  I  do  no t  k now enough .   I  don ’ t  t h i nk  I

wou l d ac t ua l l y  c ope wi t h  i t .

Now t ha t ’ s  pa r t  number  one .   Then  I  went  t o  Dav i d

f ol l owi ng day .   Zack i e was  gay .   Nat han was  gay .   The

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  was  gay .   Eve r ybody  on t he  s t a f f  i s  gay .   And

I  was t h i nk i ng  we l l  I  don’ t  know wha t  am I  s upposed  t o  be

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   At  home  we p l ay  and  we  s ay homos ex ual i t y  i s

not  t he  way  t o  be .   Now I  am s u r r ounded wi t h  t h i s  who l e gays

and  l es b i ans i n t he o f f i ce .   I  don ’ t  k now how t o  b r ea t he .   I

don ’ t  k now how t o  behav e .   I ’ m no t  s u r e whe t he r  I  s hou l d  s mi l e

o r  be s aved .

But  wha t  has happened  I  t h i nk  and  I  t h i nk  i t ’ s  a l l

abou t  be i ng  open  mi nded  abou t  i ss ues .   I t ’ s  al l  about
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unde r s t and i ng  t ha t  t her e  i s  no t  desc r i pt i on  of  a  s e l f .   And s o

t he  f ac t  t hat  I  am me ,  me i s  pe r s ona l  t o  j us t  my se l f .   And  t hen

not  t o  be j udgmen t al  t o  t he  nex t  per s on.   Bu t  a l so  i t ’ s  a  who l e

mov emen t  I  t h i nk  i n Sou t h Af r i c a but  mos t  i mpo r t an t l y  i n

Cape t own  wher e  i t ’ s  not  j us t  an  i s sue  t he r e  by  day  bu t  t he r e ’ s

a  l o t  o f  ac t i v i t y  i n  t e r ms  o f  r ai s i ng  t he  p r of i l e o f  gay s  and

l es b i ans  i n  t he c i t y ,  bu t  a l so  i n  Sou t h Af r i ca .

And  t o  s ay  t he r e ’ s  no t h i ng  wr ong wi t h  be i ng  gay  and

t he r e’ s  no t hi ng wr ong  wi t h  bei ng l es b i an .   I  am suc h a

l i be r a t ed per s on  now.   I ’ m s o happy t o  meet  wi t h  t he f ags

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .   Bu t  he c an t al k  mo r e abou t  maybe  h i s

expe r i ences  i n  t he  U. S.  and  homophob i a  i s sues.   Tha t  was  j us t

my per s ona l  s t or y  ar ound  homophob i a.

MR.  ZACKI E ACHMAT:   I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  ques t i on o f  t he

Wor l d Bank  and  t he  I MF i s  c r i t i ca l .   Bec aus e  we  l i v e i n an  e r a

i n whi c h  t he c r i s i s  o f  qua l i t y  i s  t he  cr i s i s  o f  r ep r es en t a t i on

a t  t he  g l obal  l ev e l .   How do  we  as  o r d i na r y  peop l e ,  how a r e we

r ep r es en t ed  by  i ns t i t ut i ons  suc h as  t he Uni t ed  Nat i ons ,  t he

Gl obal  Fund ,  t he  Wor l d Bank ,  t he U. N.  I MF and s o  on?  And  how

do we ho l d  t hose  i ns t i t u t i ons acc oun t abl e?

And  I  t h i nk  t he f i r s t  p l ac e  I  wan t  t o  s t a r t  i s  t ha t  t he

Wor l d Bank ,  t he s t at u t e  ad j us t men t  p r ogr ams  of  t he  1980’ s  and

ear l y  90 ’ s  des t r oy ed  ou r  hea l t h  c a r e  s ys t ems  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )

i n Uganda.   Uganda  peop l e s t ar t ed  changi ng use r  f ees f or  t he

f i r s t  t i me  when t hey  came t o  power .   Now as  you  know Sou t h
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Af r i ca  has  been one o f  t he  bes t  pupi l s  o f  t he Wor l d  Bank  and

I MF des p i t e  t he f ac t  t ha t  we  don’ t  own  t he money .   And  t o

p r ev en t  t ha t  we have  a wi l y  ol d  f ox  who was  ou r  f i r s t

p r es i den t .   And when  he  came  t o  power  t he  f i r s t  t h i ng  he  d i d  i s

he s ai d  women  and  ch i l d r en  wi l l  have  f r ee  ac ces s  t o  a l l  ou r

c l i n i c s .   And  t ha t ’ s ,  o f  c ou r s e ,  unde r mi ned  t he  Wor l d  Bank ’ s

a t t emp t s  t o  p r es s u r i z e t hem t o  dea l  wi t h  i t .

And  many  peop l e don’ t  r eal i z e t ha t  t ha t  was  a r eac t i on

on t he  p r es su r es  t o c ha r ge  use r  f ees  a t  our  c l i n i c s  and s o  on .

Now i t ’ s  v e r y  i mpo r t ant  t ha t  we  engage  t he Wor l d  Bank  at  eve r y

l ev e l ;  i n t he  s t r eet s ,  i n as  much  as  we c an ,  ma r ches and  s o on.

I t ’ s  a l s o v er y  i mpor t an t  t ha t  we engage t hem f r om wi t h i n ,  t ha t

we t al k  t o  t hem and we ens u r e.

The  I MF i s  no t  t he  s ame .   The I MF i s  a  much  mor e  ev i l

i ns t i t u t i on .   I t ’ s  much  mor e  c l os ed.   I t ’ s  muc h  mor e unab l e,  we

muc h ,  i t ’ s  no t  pos s i b l e  t o  engage  wi t h  t hem at  t hi s  s t age .   So

I  r eal l y  be l i eve  t ha t  we  need t o put  t he  gr eat es t  p r es su r e  on

t he  I MF t o  ens ur e  t ha t  c oun t r i es ;  l e t  me  gi v e y ou an examp l e .

I n Uganda t he i r  Gl oba l  Fund  money  was  de l ay ed by  mor e  t han  n i ne

mon t hs .   Why?   Bec aus e i f  t hey  t ook i t  t hey  wou l d go t hr ough

t he  ce i l i ng  o f  wha t  was  av a i l ab l e  t o  t hem,  o f  t he amount  o f

money t hey  cou l d  s pend on heal t h.

So t he  Fi nanc e  Mi n i s t er  sa i d  t o  t hem y ou ’ r e  no t  al l owed

t o t ak e  t h i s  money .   Or  i f  y ou  t ak e i t  I ’ m goi ng  t o  have  t o

t ak e  away y ou r  hea l t h  c a r e  budget .
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So t hes e  a r e t he  c ond i t i ona l i t i es  ( mi s spe l l ed? )  t ha t

t hes e i ns t i t u t i ons  p l ac e  on  us .   So i t ’ s  c r i t i c a l  t ha t  peopl e

her e  and  a l l  o f  us  need  t o  be awar e o f  t hos e  c ondi t i onal i t i e s

and  f i gh t  aga i ns t  t hem.   So  I  wou l d,  I  unde r s t and f ul l y  t he

d i f f i c u l t i es  t ha t  we  f ac e wi t h  t hem.

I  t h i nk  t ha t  v er y  of t en  we  as ac t i v i s t s  onl y  do  t he

s hou t i ng  on  i t .   We don ’ t  do  ou r  homewor k ,  our  r es ear c h

homewor k  and s o on .   And  t ha t  i s  t he  c r i t i c a l  pa r t  t ha t  needs

t o i nf o r m a l l  ou r  wo r k .   Tha t  wi t hou t  dec en t  s c i enc e,  wi t hou t

dec ent  r es ear c h,  wi t hou t  dec en t  homewor k  we  can ’ t  wi n  t he

a r gumen t .

I t ’ s  no t  good  enough  t o  shou t  abou t  600 peop l e  a  day

a r e  dy i ng.   You have  t o  hav e  t he ans wer  o f  wha t  i t ’ s  goi ng  t o

c os t  t o  t r eat  t hem.   You  hav e t o hav e  t he  answer  i f  i t  c os t s

t oo  muc h  how y ou ’ r e goi ng t o  b r i ng  t he  p r i c es  down .

So t hos e  a r e t he  c r i t i c a l  t h i ngs t ha t  we  need t o  l ook

a t .   On  t he  i s sues  o f  t he c u l t u r a l  r oo t s  of  ann i hi l i s m

( mi s spe l l ed?)  and  wa i t i ng f o r  t he  comr ade  o r  t he  f r i end o r  t he

c ol l eague i s  goi ng  t o  as k  me  now why  has  Pr es i dent  Mbek i  t ak en

t hi s  s t and?

And  I ’ m su r e any one who  had  t ha t  ques t i on  on  t he i r

mi nd ;  t her e  a r e a  f ew peop l e  he r e  wi t h  t hat  ques t i on on t hei r

mi nd .   I  t h i nk  homophob i a p l ay ed a  s ma l l  pa r t  i n  i t  becaus e t he

l i t e r a t u r e  pr es i dent  t o  Pr es i dent  Cl i n t on  and t he l et t er  t o t he

wor l d l eade r s  on  HI V sa i d what  i s  t he  s i mi l a r i t y  be t ween  gay
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men  i n  San  Fr anc i s co  and  New Yo r k  and  Af r i c an peop l e?   Why

s hou l d  t he  ep i demi c  onl y  be  hi gh among  t hem bu t  no t  among

het e r os exua l s  i n  Nor t h Amer i ca  and  Eu r ope?

So t he r e  was a  t i nge  of  homophobi a .   But  I  wou l d

bel i ev e  t ha t  i t  goes  muc h deepe r  t han  t ha t .   The  s t and  o f  ou r

gov e r nment  pr ev i ous l y ,  t he  den i al i sm ( mi s spe l l ed?)  of  ou r

gov e r nment ,  i t  s t ands  on  a  number  of  l egs .   The  f i r s t  one  I

wou l d s ay i s  t he  per c ep t i on  t ha t  our  p r es i dent  and  many o f  h i s

c i r c l e  o f  peop l e  hav e ,  as  na t i ona l i s t s ,  o f  how Af r i ca  i s  v i ewed

by t he  Wes t .   Tha t  we  a r e a  con t i nen t  t ha t  onl y  keeps  i t s  hands

out s t r e t ched f or  beggar  do l l ar s .   Tha t  we  a r e a  con t i nen t

d i s eas ed ;  t ha t  we  ar e  a  con t i nent  of  pov e r t y  t ha t  we a r e  an

i nc ont i nen t  c ont i nen t  on l y  c apabl e  o f  be i ng  pr omi s c uous.   And

t ha t  t ha t  was  t he  ma t er i al  bas i s  t ha t  i n f or med  t he  den i a l i sm

( mi s spe l l ed?) .   One o f  t he  mat e r i a l  bas i s .

The  sec ond  pl ace ,  and  I ’ m no t  a  c ons p i r ac y  t heo r i s t  s o

y ou  don ’ t  hav e  t o  wo r r y ,  t he  s econd p l ac e  i s  when Thabo Mbek i

was  Depu t y  Pr es i dent  i n  ou r  count r y  he  was on t he b i - nat i ona l

c ommi s s i on  wi t h Al  Go r e .   And Al ex  Er wi n ,  ou r  mi ni s t e r  o f  Tr ade

and  I ndust r y  was  t he r e.   And  t he t wo  o f  t hem wer e on t he  U. S.

b i - nat i ona l  c ommi s s i on when  Cl i nt on and Gor e  pu t  Sout h  Af r i c a

on t he  t r ade wat c h  l i s t .   Sanc t i ons aga i ns t  Sou t h  Af r i ca

bec aus e  of  ou r  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )  Ac t .

And  t ha t  made  hi m r ea l i z e t he power  o f  t he d r ug

c ompan i es .   And o f  c our s e he  want ed t o  do  s ome t h i ng  and he
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d i dn ’ t  wan t  t o .   And  i f  you  r emember  a t  t ha t  t i me i t  c os t  f ou r

and  a ha l f  t hous and r and  t o  t r eat  a pe r s on.   And  t hat  f i gu r e

was  s t uc k  i n our  Mi n i s t e r  o f  Heal t h.

Let  me  qui c k l y  t e l l  y ou  some t h i ng  abou t  our  Mi n i s t e r  o f

Hea l t h .   She got  her  med i c a l  degr ee i n  Leni ngr ad .   Now many o f

y ou  wi l l  k now t ha t  Leni ngr ad  was t he  hea r t  o f  t he Rus s i an

r ev o l u t i on ,  t he St al i n was  ove r ,  t hen  i t  bec ame  Mos cow.   But

s he  go t  he r  medi c a l  deg r ee  i n Len i ng r ad.   And t her e  a r e t wo

med i ca l  t h i ngs  t ha t  y ou  l ea r n i n Len i ngr ad.   The  f i r s t  one  i s

par t y  l oya l t y ;  t he  s econd one i s  par t y  l oya l t y .   So  t hat ’ s  t he

med i c i ne  s he l ea r ned  i n  Len i ng r ad .

Now t he  quest i on  abou t  our  Mi n i s t e r  o f  Heal t h and

eve r yone ;  t hey  r epea t  i t  l i k e a  mant r a  t hat  i t  c os t  f our

t housand  peop l e,  f ou r  t hous and  r and a  mon t h  t o  t r ea t  peop l e.

And  t ha t  t o  t r ea t  f ou r  mi l l i on  peopl e  t i mes  f ou r  t hous and  r and

a  mont h  wou l d  bank r up t  t he  c oun t r y ,  neve r  mi nd  t he  hea l t h

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e) .

Now t he r e a r e  obv i ous l y  mi s t ak es and  del i be r at e

obf usc a t i on  and d i s t o r t i ons  i n  t hose  t hi ngs .   Bu t  t he  ec onomi c

ques t i ons,  t he  c u l t u r al  ques t i ons ,  t he  homophob i a and  al l  t ha t

was  wha t  unde r l i es  and c on t i nue  t o  under l i e  t he  HI V deni a l i s m

( mi s spe l l ed?) .   I n  f ac t  peop l e ,  Mi chae l  men t i oned t ha t  we  hav e

t housands o f  peop l e who  pr epar e  t o  be  open l i v i ng wi t h  HI V.

But  Nonk os i  wi l l  be abl e  t o  t e l l  y ou  t he  number  of  mi ddl e  c l ass

peop l e  l i k e  my se l f  who p r epa r e  t o  be  open  abou t  ou r  HI V s t at us



Pub l i c  Wel f ar e  Founda t i on
Zac k i e  Achmat  and  Nonkos i  Khumal o
11/ 06/ 03

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies.

43

y ou  can  count  on  t he  f i nge r s  o f  one hand .

The  peop l e  who  a r e  open  abou t  t he i r  HI V s t a t us  a r e

wor k i ng  c l ass  and  ve r y  poo r  peopl e .   And  so  Pe t e r  Muk aba

( mi s spe l l ed?) ,  one  o f  t he most  r emar k abl e  y out h  l eade r s  o f  t he

ANC i n  t he  80 ’ s ,  d i ed  o f  AI DS,  di ed o f  AI DS r e l a t ed  i l l nes ses .

But  no  one  was  p r epa r ed  t o  s peak abou t  i t  publ i c l y .   No one was

p r epar ed  t o  s peak  about  i t  pub l i c l y .

The  ANC’ s  oppos i t i on ,  t he I FP,  t he i r  y ou t h l eade r  Ti m

Bak oza  ( mi s spe l l ed?) ,  d i ed  o f  AI DS r e l at ed i l l ness es.   No  one ,

eve r yone  s pok e  about  cos t ,  abou t  t he  f ac t  t hat  he’ d  i n f ec t ed

women.   Bu t  no  one  was p r epa r ed  t o  s peak  openl y  about  t he  f ac t

t ha t  he  had  HI V.

Nel s on  Mandel a  and  Pr es i den t  Mbek i ’ s  s pok es per s on,

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  Kas h l ana  ( mi s s pe l l ed? ) ,  di ed  o f  Ai ds  r el a t ed

i l l nes s es.   And he  was made  t o  mak e t he wor s t  deni a l i s t  ph r as es

j us t  be f or e  h i s  deat h .   Now you  i mag i ne t he  pa i n  and t he  s t i gma

t ha t  t ha t  put s  no t  on l y  on  t hos e peop l e but  on  a l l  peopl e  i n

Sou t h Af r i c a l i v i ng wi t h  HI V when  you r  p r es i den t  and y ou r

gov e r nment  won ’ t  g i v e  y our  i l l nes s  a  name .

And  so  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  r oo t  o f  deni a l  go  v e r y ,  ve r y

deep .   And  i t ’ s  s ome t hi ng t hat ’ s ,  I  t h i nk ,  a l l  o f  us  need  t o

c on t i nue  t o  c hal l enge .   Bu t  I  a l ways  s ay  t o  peop l e  t he r e ’ s

s ome t h i ng wor s e t han  Thabo  Mbek i ’ s  pos i t i on .   I t  i s  t he

hypocr i s y  o f  Tony  Bl a i r ,  o f  t he  Eu r opean  Un i on ,  of  Geo r ge  Bus h

who  hav e  t he money  and t he  abi l i t y  and  k now t ha t  t he med i c i nes
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wor k  bu t  i nven t  ev er y  obst ac l e  i nc l ud i ng  abs ol v ed o f  c apac i t y

and  al l  t hose  so r t s  o f  t hi ngs i n o r de r  t o  p r ev en t  peop l e

get t i ng  ac c es s  t o  med i c i nes  and  i n  o r der  t o  pr ev en t  s pend i ng

t he  money t ha t  i s  nec es s ar y  t o  ens ur e  t ha t  peop l e hav e  t he

r i gh t  t o  l i f e  and  di gni t y .

MALE VOI CE 1:   Thank y ou Zac k i e  and  Nonkos i  f o r  bei ng

wi t h  us .   Aga i n,  l et ’ s  s how ou r  appr ec i a t i on  one  mor e  t i me .

Thank y ou.

And  Co r nel i us  t hanks  f o r  be i ng  wi t h us .   Mi c hae l

Si nc l a i r  and eve r y one  a t  t he  Ka i s e r  Fami l y  Foundat i on ,  my

c ol l eagues  at  Des a  ( mi s s pe l l ed? )  Doug l as  and  J oe  Wi l s on and

J udy  Bl a i r  and  a l l  t he peop l e who  pu t  t h i s  p r og r am t oget he r .

And  I  don’ t  s ee t hat  t hey ’ r e  i n  t he r oom bu t  t wo  o f  t he best

even t  peop l e i n t he c i t y ,  Sc ot t  Sande r s  and  Je f f  Tr av e r s  o f

Hi gh  Noon Commun i c at i ons  who  t ook  ca r e  o f  t h i s  who l e even t  f r om

t he  t i me  t hat  ou r  guest s  a r r i v ed l as t  ni ght  and  t hank  al l  of

y ou  f o r  be i ng  wi t h  us .   Thank y ou .

[ END OF RECORDI NG]


