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[START RECORDING] 

ILANA SOD:  Hi all.  Thank you all for coming this 

day.  Let me introduce all of the people we have here, very 

important people.  First of all the honorable Josee Verner 

Minister of International Cooperation and Minister for La 

Francophonie And Official Languages.  The honorable Dr. 

Frenk, Minister of Health, Mexico.  Thank you for being here.  

Her Excellency, Xiomara Castro De Zelaya First Lady of 

Honduras.  Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director, UNAIDS.  And 

Mr. Julian Bond, Chairman of the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People.  And our young leaders, thank 

you all for coming.  They are going to introduce themselves, 

so please do, your name and country.  You have a mic?  You do 

have a mic. 

SORA DELCARADUCH:  Ola, I’m Sora DelCaraduch 

[misspelled?], Mexico [Spanish spoken].  

FRIKA CHIA ISKANDAR:  Hi good morning everyone my 

name is Frika Chia Iskandar.  I’m from APN Plus, Asian 

Pacific Network of People with Living with HIV and AIDs.  I 

myself live in Indonesia and I’m 24 years old.  Here I’d like 

to address about the involvement as a young woman living with 

HIV and AIDS, I think it’s important that we really involve 

young women and also young people, especially young people 
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living with HIV and AIDS in the response because we do have 

key roles.  

ALISCHA ROSS:  Hi, my name’s Alischa Ross  from 

Australia.  I’m the founder of Australia’s youth education 

service on HIV called YEAH, Youth Empowerment Against HIV-

AIDS.  YEAH is our way of giving young people an opportunity 

to do two things, to understand what HIV is and to know that 

they can do something about it.  I guess when we talk about 

adult and youth partnership the key words for me are not 

youth and it’s not adult.  It’s actually partnership.  That’s 

the only that we’re going to move forward with new 

initiatives so that this younger generation does have an 

important role to play in the way that we’re combating HIV. 

MAKOTI EDWIN:  Hello my name Makoti Edwin  I am from 

Tanzania and I work with US Trends International 

[misspelled?].  Many people have already been infected and 

are still seemingly at risk and don’t know how to protect 

themselves, this is what motivates me.  Thanks. 

CAITLIN PADGETT:  Hi everyone my name is Caitlin 

Padgett and I’m from Vancouver, Canada, and I work with an 

organization called Crystal Clear, and we’re an organization 

of current and former injection drug users that do peer 

education and outreach mostly in the streets to other youth 

who need that information.  And I’m here basically with the 
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belief that all youth deserve have their human rights met 

whether they’re street involved, queer youth, injection drug 

users, youth living with HIV.  And thanks for being here. 

MTABE USIMBA:  Hi I’m Mtabe Usimba [misspelled?] from 

Nigeria, but I study here in Canada.  I work with the United 

Nation Association in Canada here and Carlson University AIDS 

Awareness Society.  The world faces a disease with an effect 

at the level never experienced before.  The youths are the 

most affected.  I am motivated by the belief that we’ll have 

the right to live and actualize our dreams without being cut 

short by the fangs of HIV/AIDS.  Thank you for coming. 

JEAN LINGAU:  Jean Lingau [misspelled?].  I’m from 

the Democratic Republic of Congo and I work with the World 

Youth Coalition Against HIV/AIDS.  What is motivates me to be 

here today is for a long time during many conferences nobody 

said the youth were at the center of the response.  Whereas 

in fact I believe we have to go beyond this and concrete 

actions have to be taken to support youth thank you. 

TRANSLATOR:  [French translation] 

EMILIA ROGUS-STEFANSKY:  Hi everyone I’m Emilia 

Rogus-Stefansky [misspelled?] and I come from the Republic of 

Macedonia.  I’m an NGO activist and president of the youth 

selection at the NGO called MIA [misspelled?].  That’s the 

oldest NGO fighting HIV/AIDS in the country.  And I also am a 
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proud focal point for a global youth coalition of HIV/AIDS in 

Macedonia.  I was born in a world in which every 15 seconds a 

young person gets infected with HIV but I was raised to 

believe and to fight for a world which be free from HIV and 

AIDS.  My work will be and is dedicated in building the next 

step towards this world.  Thank you. 

KEESHA EFFS:  Thank you.  Greetings.  I’m Keesha Effs  

I’m from the sunshine island called Jamaica.  I’m the Jamaica 

Commonwealth Youth Ambassador for Positive Living.  I’m a 

member of Advocates for Youth and also a member of 

International Planned Parenthood Federation.  What drives my 

passion to join the fight against HIV/AIDS is the 

unprecedented fact that we’re all vulnerable.   

SOPHIE GBESSO:  My name is Sophie Gbesso  I’m from 

Benin and I am part of a group which has developed a project 

on sexual health and on reproduction for youth and 

adolescence.  We deal with HIV/AIDS.  I’m here to exchange my 

ideas and my experience with other peers and I’m also here to 

get some experience and learn from other people regarding 

sexual health.  I’m here to learn from adults as well.  I’m 

very pleased to see all the leaders here before me and I’m 

very pleased to hear that they will listen to us. 

DAMARAS PEREZ VALLADARES:  Hello I’m Damaras Perez 

Valladares.  I’m from El Salvador and thanks to the support 
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of Trans National [misspelled?] I’m here.  The important 

motivation for me is to get to know more about HIV/AIDS and 

then replicate that information and then convey it to my 

peers.  So I also want to hear important things and take them 

from here to Latin America.  The information is not as 

reliable as we’d wish and not timely.  I’m talking about the 

information that we, the youth, require. 

JOYA BANERJEE:  Good morning I’m Joya Banerjee  from 

the US.  I’m the program coordinator of the Global Youth 

Coalition on HIV/AIDS.  And HIV/AIDS was discovered one year 

before I was born but young people, my peers, still don’t 

know how to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS.  So I believe 

in working in partnership with decision makers and adults to 

ensure that young people already working in HIV/AIDS have the 

skills and resources they need to really scale up 

interventions so that every young people knows how to protect 

themselves from HIV/AIDS and has the resources to treat and 

care for themselves and their peers. 

GUDMARK WELLA AVERAJU:  Good morning.  I’m a Gudmark 

Wella Averaju  from Nigeria.  I’m 11 years old and Executive 

Director and Representative of Live [inaudible].  HIV/AIDS 

have been living with people, people especially children and 

women are living with HIV/AIDS still they don’t know how to 

protect themselves.  I am her to teach people on how to lead 



From Rhetoric to Action: Defining a Stronger Role  
for Youth in National HIV/AIDS Policies  
XVI International AIDS Conference  
8/13/06 
 

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded 
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies. 

7

a good life about HIV, people living with HIV/AIDS.  That’s 

why I named my foundation [inaudible] thank you.  [Applause] 

ILANA SOD:  So welcome to the high level leadership 

forum, From Rhetoric to Action: Defining a Stronger Role for 

Youth in National and International Policies.  We’ll examine 

how young people can influence national and international 

settings by being more actively engaged in decision making, 

implementation, and accountability.   

We have new infections occurring among young people, 

over 60,000 new infections a day.  Over 1,000 youth have come 

to Toronto to make their voices heard, more than double than 

Bangkok.  Coming from all countries of the world the young 

leaders will ask the world leaders why 25 years later they 

are still not getting the appropriate information, education, 

and supplies.  This is a year of meaningful participation 

from youth.  We’re really excited you’re all here and hoping 

to challenge the world leaders in their commitment.  Thank 

you all for coming.  Now I’m going to introduce the honorable 

Josee Verner Minister of International Cooperation and 

Minister for La Francophonie and Official Languages.  Josee 

Verner was first elected as a member of Parliament in January 

2006 from the writing of Luis and Ren [misspelled?] and then 

appointed as Minister of International Cooperation and 

Minister for La Francophonie and Official Languages and Prime 
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Minister’s Cabinet.  Mrs. Verner has spent close to 20 years 

in the communications and public services fields.  She has 

worked for former Quebec Primer Robert Rassa [misspelled?] 

and for the Deputy Speaker of Quebec National Assembly and 

worked closely with the Ministry of Health.  Mrs. Verner is 

deeply involved in her community and has spent a significant 

amount of time fundraising for the children’s Make a Wish 

Foundation.  Please.   

JOSEE VERNER:  Okay ladies and gentlemen, it’s an 

honor for me to host this huge forum as part of AIDS 2006 

because I firmly believe young people are crucial in the 

fight against HIV/AIDS.  Before I begin I want to thank the 

organizers of this forum, young people like you who have 

invested their time, their creative energy, and the souls to 

develop and find youth oriented situation to the AIDS 

pandemic.  [French spoken].  The AIDS [inaudible] I’m 

convinced that the energy that you will invest in this 

meeting will bear fruit.  You will establish a basis which 

will allow many more youth to participate in decision making 

regarding HIV/AIDS policies and programs.  I believe that the 

increased participation of youth is essential to the 

development solutions for the future.  As Canada’s Minister 

of International Cooperation I hope that many more Canadian 

youth participate in the international effort to fight 
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HIV/AIDS.  The efforts of the Canada’s International 

Development Agency’s Youth Partners cannot be overestimated.  

I know that many of these partners are present here today and 

I’d like to take advantage of this to thank them for the 

incredible work that they have done. 

We know that young people are severely affected by 

the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  The United Nations population found 

documents the following troublesome evidence: all of our new 

HIV infections are among people age 15-24.  About 6,000 young 

people around the world every day become infected with the 

disease that’s more than five young people every minute.  And 

we know that AIDS can be prevented.  Knowing that why are 

there still more people infected every day?  Much of the 

problem is fueled by poverty and lack of information and 

prevention services.  Young people need the information to 

make the right decisions and the right choices for the 

future.  They need to understand that AIDS is serious.  It’s 

still a fatal disease.  They need youth oriented and youth 

friendly services.  They need to be supported by their peers, 

their family, and their community.  Young people around the 

world form a very diverse group but they are all dynamic, 

creative, and able to adapt to just about anything. 

These are some of the qualities we need to win the 

fight against HIV/AIDS, tangible and long lasting results are 
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possible.  But they will be achieved only if young people 

assist in the development of the strategies, awareness 

campaigns, and projects put forward.  So young people must be 

part of this global campaign, they need to be at the table.  

Canada is committed to playing a leader role in the fight 

against HIV/AIDS.  Leadership has no age limit.  Remember 

that being young doesn’t mean that you cannot be a leader.  

Their concerns and ideas must be heard.  The youth forum is a 

place where that can happen.  Thank you. 

ILANA SOD:  Thank you honorable Minister Verner for a 

welcome speech for Canada to our delegates and leaders.  I am 

now honored to introduce Mr. Julian Bond, Chairman of the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.  

Julian Bond has been an active participant in the movements 

for civil rights, economic justice.  A veteran for more than 

20 years service in Georgia general assembly, a university 

professor, a grant writer he has been on the cutting edge of 

social change since 1960.  He was a founder in this year 

while a student at Morehouse [misspelled?] College of the 

Atlanta student sit in and anti-segregation organization and 

of the student nonviolent coordinating committee.  He was co-

chair of a challenge delegation from Georgia to the 1968 

Democratic Convention.  The challengers were successful in 

unseating Georgia’s regular democrats and Bond was nominated 
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for Vice President but had to decline because he was too 

young.  Bond seffs on various advisory boards including the 

Diversity Council, Southern Poverty Law Center, and the 

Council for a Livable World, as well as a Harvard Business 

School initiative on social enterprise among many others.  He 

is a commentator on America’s black forum.  He has served 

since 1998 as Chairman of the Board of the NAACP, the oldest 

and largest civil rights organization in the United States.  

Please Mr. Bond.  [Applause] 

JULIAN BOND:  Thank you, when the introductions were 

being made earlier in this program by the younger people 

sitting in back of the panelists the thought struck me that I 

was the oldest person on the stage [laughter].  And looking 

out at the audience composed almost entirely of younger 

people, I’m reminded of my father who would stand shaking his 

finger at me saying, “When I was your age.”  Well I’m going 

to tell you what I did when I was your age. 

I am a child of the 1960s, that period when young 

people like yourselves in the Americas, in Europe, in Asia, 

became a potent political force.  For me it was in the 

southern United States.  I lived in an apartheid society 

where whites and blacks were separated by law and by custom 

and where black people had no rights that white people were 

bound to respect.  But I also lived in a protest community 
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where women and men in churches and schools and organizations 

had struggled for years and years against racial injustice.  

But in that community it was typically older persons, adults, 

who carried on the struggle.   

But in 1960 a great struggle arose worldwide among 

young people and I found myself in the middle of it.  I was a 

college student I was sitting one day in a café where we used 

to go between classes or instead of classes [laughter] and a 

young man approached me with a newspaper that said, 

“Greensboro students sit in for the third day.”  And he asked 

me if I had seen it?  And I said, “Yes.”  And he said, “Don’t 

you think this ought to happen here in Atlanta Georgia where 

we are.”  I said, “I’m sure someone will do it.”  And he 

said, “Why don’t we do it?”  And I said, “What do you mean 

we?”  And he said, “You take this side of the café and I’ll 

take this side and we’ll gather together other students and 

we’ll begin a movement in Atlanta like that movement in 

Greensboro, North Carolina.”  And I joined that movement as 

did thousands upon thousands upon thousands of other young 

black and white people in the southern United States.  And 

over time through mighty struggle we won some victories.   

Now the struggle against AIDS and HIV is both 

difficult, different and the same.  It is different because 

my generation faced restrictive racial laws that separated 
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the races.  There are no laws that say that you will have 

AIDS and you will not.  But it is the same because then there 

were customs, and superstitions, and prejudices, and 

ignorance as there are now and these decide who will have the 

virus, who will receive medicine, who will receive treatment, 

who will live and who will die.  Now my generation struggled 

against the laws and we won many victories but we didn’t win 

them all and we didn’t win the big battle against ignorance.  

That is your challenge.   

And here I’m father again.  That is your challenge.  

We faced police dogs and billy clubs and fire hoses and 

imprisonment.  But you face a greater evil, prejudice, 

ignorant and most of all a lack of will.  I come from a 

nation, one of the world’s leaders in contributing funds and 

resources against the spread of AIDS but a nation which has 

failed its own people in providing treatment and access to 

medicines.  And my nation — you know one reason this 

conference is being held in Canada is because my nation has 

passed laws against admitting people with AIDS to the United 

States.  And so this conference has decided that it will no 

longer meet in my nation [applause] then in the past.   

In the past my generation, like your generation has 

one great weapon.  You have truth on your side and you have, 

as we had, the conviction that our cause was just and right.  
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Everywhere in the world we’re seeing generational challenges 

and changes.  Today the organization whose board I chair, the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 

composed of people of all races and all ages, and I want to 

ask our health director, Myeesha Patterson [misspelled?] who 

is a young person—we don’t all have gray hair—stand up 

Myeesha so you can see her [applause].  And my organization 

is doing what we can through activism, through advocacy, 

through education, and by all means necessary to fight this 

dread disease but it’s not enough.   

So I want to thank all of you for you commitment.  We 

depend on you to take this fight forward and to make sure 

that 25 years from now you’re children will not be sitting 

where you are sitting, fighting a fight you did not fight.  

Thank you [applause]. 

ILANA SOD:  Thank you Mr. Bond for taking your time 

with us.  Unfortunately Mr. Bond has another engagement now.  

Thank you for taking your time with us and speaking about how 

young people can mobilize and have movement and have 

meaningful participation in policies and decision making and 

really make a difference.  It’s a shame that he has to leave.  

I will now introduce the other global speakers and the young 

leaders, first the honorable Dr. Frenk, the Minister of 

Health Mexico, [Spanish spoken].  Mr. Julio Frenk is 
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currently the Minister of Health Mexico.  He has held this 

position since December 2000.  During this period Mr. Frenk 

has lead the implementation of innovative action plan to 

promote equity, quality, and social protection for all.  In 

addition to strengthening public health programs, his central 

contribution has been an ambitious reform to provide 

universal health insurance.  This initiative is expanding 

access to quality care and financial protection for fifty 

million Mexicans most of them poor, who had been previously 

excluded from social insurance.  Prior to his present 

position Dr. Frenk served as Executive Director in charge of 

evidence and information for Policy in the World Health 

Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.  His previous posts 

include the Executive Vice President of the Mexican Health 

Foundation.  The Director of the Center for Health in the 

Economy and the founding director general of the National 

Institute of Public Health of Mexico.  In addition to his 

executive positions Dr. Frenk has had an extensive career in 

research teaching and writing, including writing two best 

selling novels for youngsters explaining the functions of the 

human body.  His research has focused on health systems, an 

area in which he has made several contributions.  He has also 

worked on the relationship between globalization and health.  

In summary Dr. Frenk has gained substantial experience over a 
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25 year career covering leadership positions in all major 

aspects of public health, research, teaching independent 

policy analysis, institution building, international 

cooperation, and national public service [applause]. 

JULIO FRENK, M.D., PH.D., M.P.H.:  [Spanish / French 

spoken].  Thank you.  Thank you all for this opportunity to 

interact with you who are the next generation who will be 

facing and dealing with what is undoubtedly the greatest 

public health challenge of our times. 

I would like to very briefly share with you some 

reflections based on the experience in my country fighting 

HIV/AIDS and also some reflections on the essential of young 

leaders.  My main message is that young persons have an 

essential role to play as we strive to curb the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic.  You must be part of the solution rather than the 

problem.  Now how can we mobilize the potential of young 

persons in this vital mission?  It seem to me that a 

comprehensive plan to fight HIV/AIDS must be based on three 

pillars; prevention, universal access to comprehensive care 

including antiretroviral therapy, and thirdly the fight 

against discrimination and stigma through an approach that’s 

based on human rights. 

Each of these three pillars has to be adapted to the 

specific circumstances of young persons and in particular 
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adolescents and young adulthood offer a precious window of 

opportunity to develop a solid foundation for prevention.  

But it seems to me as we’ve heard some of our young leaders 

say before that a big challenge we have is that many young 

persons underestimate the risk of infection and our exposed 

to a number of risk factors that may eventually lead to 

infection by HIV.  Drug abuse and through that acquiring the 

infection, unhealthy sexual practices as well.   

Let me focus of all of these on specifically the need 

to have a prevention strategy that is based on providing 

sexual education that is informed by scientifically derived 

evidence.  I think that sound sexual education should be 

focused on three objectives.  First to prevent sexually 

transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS, secondly to prevent 

unwanted pregnancies which happens to be a huge problem both 

in rich and in poor countries.  This is one of those problems 

that affect practically every country in the world.  And 

third, apart from the prevention of infection and the 

prevention of unwanted pregnancies the providing a healthy 

approach to the accumulation of personal development.  In sum 

I think the purpose of this key to it which is sexual 

education must be not just to transmit information but to 

promote healthy sexual behavior and attitudes.   

In particular, this approach of scientifically 
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derived sexual education can be a major instrument to promote 

respect, tolerance, acceptance of diversity which may later 

in life contribute to a reduction in sexual violence and in 

discrimination.  I really would very much like to know your 

views on this particular area of sexual education.   

In my own country, in Mexico, we have worked very 

closely, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education, 

and civil society organizations to promote recently a high 

profile program for high school students which includes major 

contents regarding sexual and reproductive health based on 

scientific evidence.  Of course this is always controversial 

in society but I think as long as we provide this approach 

that’s on the one hand, and on the other inspired by human 

rights perspective that promotes tolerance, respect, and the 

fight against violence I think we can move ahead in every 

society.  Our program is designed by experts in consultation 

with representatives of the target population, that is young 

persons, and its impact on knowledge, behavior, and attitudes 

is being assessed so that it can be adjusted.  I am convinced 

that it is necessary to involve young leaders in the design 

and implementation of public policies living with the 

problems that affect them the most.  Mexico has taken this 

challenge very seriously and is developing actions which 

include inter sectorial interventions to make young persons 
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aware of the risk of certain lifestyles but at the same time 

empower them through education, counseling, and participation 

of civil society.  Of course a further strategy is to promote 

the establishment of a mutual support group among young 

persons.  And I’m very happy that we have representation here 

from Mexico. 

Let me finish by telling all of you, you probably 

know in 2008, in two years, Mexico will be the host of the 

next International AIDS Conference and I would very much like 

from this very moment to set for ourselves a challenge that 

just like in Toronto we double the presence of young persons 

regarding Bangkok and in Mexico we double it again 

[applause].  If we are to overcome this, which is the 

greatest public health challenge facing humankind we must all 

work together.  You, the young persons, are not only the 

future you’re already the present in this common endeavor.  

Thank you very much.  [Applause]. 

ILANA SOD:  Gracias Dr. Frenk.  Now we have Her 

Excellency, Xiomara Castro De Zelaya First Lady of Honduras.  

Xiomara Castro De Zelaya born in Orlancho [misspelled?] 

Honduras has been the first lady of Honduras since 27 January 

2006.  Since the beginning of her period as first lady she 

has focused her work on promoting strategic actions oriented 

at strengthening the national response in HIV/AIDS including 
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universal access to prevention, treatment, and care with a 

special emphasis on women and youth.  In June 2006 Mrs. De 

Zelaya spearheaded the establishment of a coalition of first 

ladies and women leaders of Latin America to increase the 

visibility of women’s vulnerability to the epidemic.  She is 

one of the world leaders who actively participated in the 

high level meeting of the United Nations on HIV/AIDS in New 

York in June of this year.  Under her leadership the National 

Youth Institute was established, the first such institute in 

the history of Honduras.  The New Youth Institute has been 

created as testimony to the government’s desire to increase 

investment in youth and coordinate efforts in favor of young 

people’s development.  Please.   

XIOMARA CASTRO DE ZELAYA:  Good morning.  The first 

thing I would like to thank this opportunity I have been 

given to participate in this youth forum and I would like to 

congratulate the organizers for their initiative whereby we 

will not only share ideas, but what’s most important, we will 

undertake commitments to take concrete action so that the 

world can be more fair for current generations as well as 

future generations.   

You, the youth, are the greatest hope for humanity in 

the struggle against HIV/AIDS.  In Honduras 64% of the 

population is under 29 years of age.  Our country is a young 
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country and it seems they are most effected by this epidemic, 

poverty, gender inequality, violence, unemployment, stigma, 

and discrimination in addition to social cultural practices 

that are linked to the private areas of life: these increase 

vulnerability and also HIV infection among the youth.  This 

is the case in my country as well as throughout the world.  

We have to underscore the fact that young women, girls, are 

doubly vulnerable.  

In addition to all of this there is limited access to 

education and user friendly services in sexual reproductive 

health and this favors the spread of the disease.  We have to 

educate our youths for HIV/AIDS and teach them how to solve 

conflicts and to come with [inaudible] opinions and to know 

how to communicate.  All of this increases the level of self 

assurance and the ability to make decisions.  This 

strengthens us when we have to face the epidemic.  As the 

first lady I’ve undertaken the commitment of protecting our 

youth advocating that right information, decisions, and the 

promotion of human values.  We’re making a very important 

national effort in order to weave a social culture based on 

solidarity.  We’re struggling and we’re facing poverty in 

order to revert the vulnerability factors that prevent our 

youth from reaching a better standard of living.  We know 

that the prevention programs and the HIV/AIDS prevention 
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programs for these programs to be efficient the youth has to 

participate in the development and implementation of these 

programs. 

Our government has created, at a ministerial level, 

the National Youth Institute which works as a space to 

receive youth to exchange ideas, also to establish and 

develop state policies affecting the youth.  We think it’s 

very important to involve the population when it comes to 

protecting their own rights and encourage the youth to become 

involved in the decision making process for the development 

of the country.  If governments don’t value or trust the 

ideas and we don’t believe in the generosity of our youth 

then the world will have no opportunities, no progress, and 

no future.  On behalf of Honduras and personally I would like 

to call upon you to undertake a political commitment with a 

view to work with strategic allies to obtain the resources, 

financial and human resources to prevent the epidemic.  I 

would like to call upon all states, to develop policies, that 

is public policies in order to respond to the social 

consequences of this problem that affects humanity as a 

whole.  I would like to call upon all adults throughout all 

adults throughout the world to demonstrate their willingness 

to confront difficult issues and to create an environment in 

which we can talk about HIV/AIDS in a different way, in a 
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different light not secretly, not ashamedly, but openly and 

responsibly. 

We know that the challenge is very big but we have no 

alternative.  It is now or never, the time for us to act.  

And for our young people it is you who have the talent, the 

energy, the propulsion that will bring about changes in the 

present and to establish the basis of the future, without 

shame, without discrimination, free of threats from HIV/AIDS.  

Thank you very much [applause] 

ILANA SOD:  Gracias Excellency, Xiomara Castro De 

Zelaya First Lady of Honduras.  Now we have Dr. Piot, 

Executive Director, Joint United Nations program on HIV/AIDS, 

UNAIDS and Under Secretary General of the United Nations.  

Executive Director of UNAIDS since its creation in 1995 and 

Under Secretary General of the United Nations, Dr. Peter Piot 

comes from a distinguished academic and scientific career 

focusing on AIDS and women’s health in the developing world.  

Using his skills as a scientist, manager, and activist Dr. 

Piot has challenged world leaders to vision AIDS within the 

realms of social and economic development as well as 

security.  Under his leadership UNAIDS has become the chief 

advocate for worldwide action against AIDS.  It has brought 

together ten organizations of the United Nations system 

around a common agenda on AIDS spearheading UN reform.  In 
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the 1980s Dr. Piot launched an expanded series of 

collaborative projects in countries across Africa.  Project 

Sierra in [inaudible] has the first international project on 

AIDS in Africa and is widely acknowledged as having provided 

the foundations of our understanding in HIV infection in 

Africa.  He was a professor of microbiology and of public 

health and also with the World Health Organization.  Thank 

you Mr. Piot. 

PETER PIOT, M.D., PH.D.:  Thank you very much and 

good morning everybody.  This conference comes in a crucial 

year in the history of AIDS.  There is a still young history, 

25 years.  But AIDS is coming of age, 25 years, supposed to 

be an adult age already.  And in 25 years AIDS has become one 

of the make or break issues of our time.  It is now in the 

same league as global issues like global warming, massive 

poverty, and so on.  And therefore it requires a truly 

exceptional response and with business as usual I know what 

will happen it will get worse and worse and worse. 

But the conference also comes at the time when the 

response to AIDS is changing fundamentally in nature.  Last 

May, traditionally we give our traditional report in UNAIDS 

and on the state of the epidemic and also the state of the 

response and for the first time since I’m in this job we 

could demonstrate that there are true results for people on 
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the ground in the fight against AIDS.  We see more and more 

countries in about all regions, except I would central Asia 

and in Eastern Europe, more and more countries where less 

people become infected than before.  And it’s nearly always 

among young people that we see that decline.  Young people 

who we adults often describe as being irresponsible.  Now the 

toughest job in HIV prevention that we have is to make older 

men change their behavior.  It’s not young people, adopt 

safer behavior that has now been demonstrated over and over 

again. 

So this is good result, a beginning of success but 

there is no success story in AIDS as yet.  And also let’s not 

forget as we heard 50% worldwide of all new infections are 

among young people, and when we go in some countries, such as 

the countries in Eastern Europe it can be 60-70-80%.  There’s 

also good progress in terms of access to antiretroviral 

therapy including the countries my friends and colleagues in 

the panel here where we can say in Mexico this kind of 

universal access to antiretroviral therapy.  Honduras as made 

great progress.  And so one and a half million people in poor 

countries are on antiretroviral therapy. 

So the conference comes at a time when I believe we 

should change our strategy and our approach in the fight 

against AIDS.  Up until now, mostly, we have been very 
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reactive.  It has been crisis management, often haphazard 

crisis management, but now we’ve got to start including a 

long term perspective and the sustainability of our efforts 

is going to be important.  So this afternoon the title of my 

speech in the opening ceremony will be “The Next 25 Years.”  

Because that’s what it will take, another generation at least 

to bring this epidemic fully under control, anybody tells you 

that the end is in sight I don’t think has thought through 

completely what the challenge that we are facing at the 

moment. 

I hope that this conference will really focus on 

these issues of sustainability of longer term approaches 

because that’s about your next 25 years and it’s about the 

next generation, those who are being born today who are also 

growing up in a world living with HIV.  It means that we need 

to not only in the first place maintain the political 

momentum that is there.  Because let’s be clear without 

strong leadership at all levels, this is not only the top in 

the country, and I would really like to salute the work of 

the first lady of Honduras because that’s the kind of 

leadership that is going to make a difference.  Through peer 

pressure, peer education is not only something for kids, for 

adolescents, it’s also among presidents, and ministers of 

health, and business people and bishops and what have you, 
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and that can make a difference.  But maintaining that 

political momentum is going to be crucial because we know 

that a half life of political interest can be very short, but 

if we approach AIDS on the basis of a fiscal year, an annual 

basis, we’re doomed to fail.  All the people who are under 

antiretroviral therapy today will need treatment 20-30-40-50 

years from now.  Unless there is by some miracle there will 

be a true cure, which means you take drugs and then you can 

stop taking the treatment.  But we are not there yet, and 

it’s not in sight.  So this political momentum is going to be 

crucial and this is where strong action from you, from youth, 

is going to be key.  Because it’s about your future, it’s 

somewhat about the future of my generation as well. 

Secondly we need to make sure that HIV prevention is 

back on the agenda.  For many years government, international 

organizations, were saying only prevention and no treatment 

for those living with HIV.  That is on the agenda now, 

treatment, but what I’m seeing now is in many countries good 

programs on treatment access but kind of slipping off the 

agenda of HIV prevention.  And I know why that is the case.  

The reasons for that is that we’ve got to face unpleasant 

realities, unpleasant for some people.  We need to touch on 

the very existential issues of our own lives and of that in 

communities and that concerns in the first place also young 
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people.  You can really be there and not make the same 

mistakes as my generation and make sure that your generation 

will be the first generation in the 21  Century that is an 

HIV free generation. 

st

Thirdly we must get serious about the drivers of this 

epidemic.  Of course we need science and technology that 

brings the drugs, that brings us exactly what to do, 

hopefully a microbicide soon and so on.  But that’s only leg 

of our walk to success.  The other leg we have to walk on is 

one of social change, if we don’t address the drivers of this 

epidemic which is the discrimination of women.  We heard it 

from the first lady, the gender disparity, the stigma and 

discrimination associated with HIV, homophobia which is so 

prevalent all over the world.  The inequalities, injustices 

in economic and social terms, if you’re not tackling them as 

well I think we have no chance of stopping this epidemic.  So 

we need a very bold agenda to stop this epidemic. 

How can we get to HIV generation?  That will depend 

on the work of many, many actors.  And yes I strongly believe 

in partnerships but I think we need an optimal balance here 

between a partnership and between activism.  Partnerships 

don’t spontaneously emerge.  They are there because of social 

struggle and this is why the voice of you young people key.  

So our first priority as far as I’m concerned is making sure 
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that young people can be at the table when decisions are made 

about young people; that the space is there.  And I think 

that’s what this conference is really pioneering and I was 

happy to hear from Julio Frenk that in Mexico it will even be 

better.  But I know that I countries when a national plan 

against AIDS is made that it’s very rare that young people 

are around the table.  Even if maybe even the first paragraph 

may say young people are the most vulnerable and so on and so 

on.  So this is what we will really fight for. 

Secondly we need to make sure that all AIDS program 

pass the youth test.  Does this work for young people?  Is 

this realistic for young people?  Does it mean that young 

people also will have access to condoms and to services?  

Because that’s not the case, it’s not enough to have that as 

an item in the plan we need also to create the cultural, 

legal, and other environment that it makes possible.   

Thirdly as I said we need to go to the drivers of 

this epidemic.  That should also mean zero tolerance for 

sexual exploitation, zero tolerance for abuse.  And this 

means that we need to have some fundamental changes in how 

adults are behaving because that’s not under control of young 

people.  That is something that older people, particularly 

older men will have to deal with. 

And my final point is something for boys and men, 
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young men.  The future of this epidemic is in our hands, is 

in the hands of boys and men.  The first place whether it’s 

men who have sex with men or men who have sex with women and 

as long as we don’t change our behaviors and put girls and 

women at risk, again it’s not going to work.  So this is not 

just some mechanistic type of thing to bring AIDS under 

control it’s about fundamental changes.  

These are the things that I personally bring up when 

I meet with leaders.  Often it is the first time that they’re 

confronted with these issues but it’s the agenda that we in 

the United Nations systems, what we’re trying to promote.  

Many agencies doing their own thing.  We’re trying to bring 

it together so that at the end of the day these are not 

programs of a specific agency, these are programs of young 

people supported by us in the UN system.  And that’s why I 

believe that it’s really important that you continue to 

challenge us and we make sure that whenever there are global 

and international and regional events that you will be at the 

table so thank you for listening [applause]. 

ILANA SOD:  Thank you Dr. Piot.  Now we’re discussion 

and we’re starting with the Damaras Perez Valladares from El 

Salvador.  Damaras go ahead. 

DAMARAS PEREZ VALLADARES:  [Spanish spoken].  

Political arena among the public in general therefore it’s 
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just as important to reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS so this 

question will be for then Julio.  What is your financial 

commitment and political commitment in order to deal with 

these issues and in order to achieve considerable progress 

before the conference that will be held in your country in 

2008. 

JULIO FRENK, M.D., PH.D., M.P.H.:  Thank you for the 

question.  I agree totally.  In fact the central issue in my 

speech had to do with underscoring the importance of sexual 

and reproductive among the youth.  Trust that this has been a 

very important priority and it’s one of the specific 

important instruments that we have at our disposal, not just 

to disseminate scientific information but also to establish 

the basis for a comprehensive development of people in terms 

of sexuality but also to change attitudes.  And set the basis 

in the struggle against discrimination, sexual 

discrimination, and promote tolerance.  These are the 

essential elements of public policies that promote sexual and 

reproductive education so I think it’s excellent the youth 

identified this priority because I agree completely with you 

that this is one of the instruments.  Dr. Piot was saying 

that universal access to treatment is an essential right that 

people should have.  We should have synergy between 

prevention, treatment, and the struggle against 
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discrimination.  Policies must balance all three aspects 

which feed each other.  And I think that when it comes to 

prevention sexual education at an early stage based on 

scientific information directed towards tolerance, human 

rights, is key.  So we will insure that this issue will be 

dealt with, what we’ll have, we’ll be covered during the 

conference.  

FEMALE SPEAKER:  To the minister’s response as 

someone response as someone from Mexico. 

MALE INTERPRETER:  Well I’d like to congratulate Dr. 

Frenk.  We have progressed considerably in general health 

treatment but also in terms of reproductive and sexual health 

in our country.  What he mentioned is very important, I mean, 

in relation to sexual education but also the question led to 

your – do you think that there is commitment at the 

government level to promote decision making among the youth 

because we’re not only asking for money- we don’t want the 

resources to be directed towards the youth.  I think there is 

a commitment. I would like to congratulate you for the 

commitment that you’ve undertaken and I do hope that there’ll 

be greater youth involvement during the conference in Mexico 

in 2008. 

It’s very difficult to generalize and confirm the 

fact that there is a commitment.  There are many differences 
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in our country what I can tell you is that it cannot be 

concessions made by adults towards the youth.  It has to be a 

space that’s achieved, that’s gained by the youth.  We’ve 

transformed, we’ve changed the structure of the national 

council for the fight against HIV/AIDS to include civil 

society as full members, not just as observers, full members 

with the right to vote.  There are some organizations that 

deal with youth and this is what I would like to point out.  

This was the result of the work carried out by civil society, 

organizations such as yours have created those spaces.  So as 

we build democratic societies where people do have a voice, 

this is not only a concession but it’s a space that the civil 

society has won for itself.  What remains is a strength of 

civil society and this is our obligation in a democratic 

government, it’s to listen and feedback and be accountable 

towards society.  This will work out as long as you 

participate and governments will assign resources to the 

organizations that do reflect the essential problems of the 

youth. 

ILANA SOD:  Emilia from Macedonia, you have a 

question for the first lady of Honduras. 

EMILIA ROGUS-STEFANSKY:  Thank you.  Your excellency, 

each day more than ten thousand young people of our world 

under the age of 25 get infected with HIV.  More than 50% of 
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those are women and girls.  Still none of them can be cured 

until this date.  I ask you as woman and as a leader, how do 

you see the future of women and young girls in this world and 

how would you use your position in order to influence the 

creation of spaces, policies, and opportunities for women to 

be less vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. 

XIOMARA CASTRO DE ZELAYA:  Every day people under 25 

are infected with AIDS.  Over 50% are young women and girls 

none has been cured.  How do you see the future of women in 

our world and how do you see our position and your ability to 

establish policies so that women and girls are less 

vulnerable in relation to this disease? 

Thank you very much, I would like to say that over 

51% of people infected in my country are women and this, of 

course, makes us think about these issues.  Our involvement, 

and particularly, as a first lady our position should be much 

more efficient.  The fact that we have taken a more open 

position in our country in order to see, to map out this 

problem that doesn’t effect only Honduras but the entire 

world.  This is what has given us the possibility, has 

allowed us to establish a coalition of first ladies and women 

leaders in Latin America.  I think it’s very important that 

these women should participate in politics and to discuss 

issues at that level, the need of taking immediate measures, 
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protection measures, particularly for women, for girls, for 

young women this allows us not only to seek the solutions 

within our country but also throughout Latin America.  The 

fact that were inviting first ladies and women leaders of 

Latin America, we actually will have a meeting in Panama and 

we’re doing this not only to discuss things, not only to 

listen, but to be involved.  We have to be active and this is 

what’s missing, what’s lacking right now to put forth 

proposals, get back to, and maybe this is too strong a word 

to eradicate HIV/AIDS in our country.  I think we can do that 

but we have to join all together in the effort and this is 

what we’re seeking through this coalition of women.  Now 

Keesha. 

FEMALE SPEAKER:  Is there anything else we need to 

think about in terms of vulnerabilities of young women? 

KEESHA EFFS:  Certainly thank you.  Before I respond, 

your Excellency I take this opportunity to applaud for making 

the day’s super powerful statement in your opening remarks, I 

quote, “Youth are the greatest hope to humanity in the fight 

against HIV/AIDS.”  End of quote [applause].  To date there’s 

no vaccine for HIV/AIDS and a vaccine for HIV/AIDS is not 

forthcoming in the near future.  However there are currently 

trials being carried out on the development of preventative 

technologies such as microbicides.  My question, your 
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excellency, is to what extent are you prepared to support 

evidence-based scientific discoveries and research of new 

technologies that will reduce or totally eradicate the 

transmission of STIs and HIV among women, particularly young 

women.  Thank you. 

MALE INTERPRETER:  I don’t know if the interpreting 

service is working now.  Well first they congratulated you 

and they also, they congratulated for your work and Keesha 

was saying that there is still no vaccine for HIV and one is 

not in sight yet.  However discussions are under way in 

relation to – how far are you prepared to use current 

scientific evidence to reduce the prevalence of these 

diseases, particularly HIV among women? 

XIOMARA CASTRO DE ZELAYA:  Our position is the 

following, to support fully these initiatives.  Now what 

we’re going through currently in many Latin American 

countries is that the retroviral medication is very costly 

for the people in our developing countries.  We have been 

able to see that despite the efforts made, the efforts of our 

own government in our country to get these medications we 

haven’t been able to attend to the people that do need the 

medication.  Just about 56% of people infected with HIV/AIDS 

are currently under treatment in my country and we have a 

long to go.  I think that we should make an effort, a joint 
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effort, within the regions in order to establish policies 

that will help make medication more accessible.  Most of the 

people infected by HIV are people who are extremely poor and 

purchasing these medications brings about lots of hardship.  

It’s too costly so we hope that we will be able to establish 

mechanisms in order to eradicate this disease and anything 

that leads in that direction will have our support 

[applause].  Thank you very much. 

ILANA SOD:  Dr. Piot this question’s for you, Sophie 

from Benin wants to ask. 

SOPHIE GBESSO:  Thank you very much.  Once again I’d 

like to thank all the leaders, in particular Dr. Piot for 

listening to my question.  We know that in reality 

discrimination and stigmatization is a reality for a youth 

who live with the virus.  But youth at risk, in particular 

those who may be homosexual or people sex workers or drug 

users are more stigmatized.  We do know that these people 

that get infected by IV drug use, they’re all discriminated 

against.  So as a doctor, as a decision maker, and as a 

leader what are you doing to ensure that young people 

throughout the world have access to treatment and to condoms 

and in particular to their use? 

PETER PIOT, M.D., PH.D.:  Thank you very much Sophie 

for your question.  In fact your question really goes to the 
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heart of the problem with the fight against AIDS.  On the one 

hand you have to fight against discrimination and stigma and 

they’re actually at the basis of this entire epidemic.  But 

at the same time you have to work on prevention and access to 

treatment and the stigma and discrimination makes this very 

difficult so how do you find the most at risk people?  How do 

you help them?  Here’s what we do, first of all I like to 

ensure when I personally meet with leaders, a leader of any 

question, I immediately put this difficult question on the 

table.  I want to raise an awareness of the importance of 

access to medication, to condoms, or to clean syringes.  For 

example in the northeast of India the epidemic mainly affects 

young drug users, when you go into Eastern Europe or Central 

Asia, there the epidemic mainly hits IV drug users.  So 

within UNAIDS we’re all about creating a safe and secure 

space for youth and for people living with HIV.   

I think Freepak [misspelled?] from Indonesia earlier 

that our bureau in Jakarta, like the bureau in Bangladesh for 

example is a space where youth living with HIV and discuss 

and plan their actions together.  I also believe you should 

support the network of youths who live with HIV because even 

in countries where there are networks of people living with 

HIV often youths are not the discussion table, so we have to 

create things specifically for youths.    
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There’s also the whole issue of access to condoms.  

The UN FDA has said recently that this is one of its main 

priorities, which is to ensure access to condoms.  I’d like 

to say finally with regards to discrimination, in my opinion 

there’s no point in simply saying well you shouldn’t 

discriminate.  I think, in fact, you have to use a media 

which focuses on youth.  That would be music or sports.  I 

think that would media to use.  So our most spectacular 

partnership UNAIDS and MTV, with the MTV staying alive 

program.  We’ve passed on messages to the 1,000,000 youth to 

fight stigma and to fight discrimination.  And this is a type 

of partnership that can be developed with other radio 

stations or TV stations around the world. 

ILANA SOD:  Caitlin from Canada, what would you add 

from your perspective? 

CAITLIN PADGETT:  Thank you so much and we just 

wanted also to thank you for those of us that were there at 

the youth reception last night.  You’ve had a really strong 

presence here in terms of speaking to youth so thank you very 

much.  I was really to hear you say the words condom and 

syringes and things like that because I think as young people 

we hear a lot of the rhetoric or we try to read international 

documents and declarations and it doesn’t speak to us, it’s 

not our language.  And so while you made a lot of really 
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important points at the podium there were certain words that 

were missing.  Condoms, and syringes, needles, rigs, language 

that speaks to us and that’s one of the key messages from the 

youth force here is truth and so we really appreciate you 

taking that step out there to speak our truth, to speak our 

language as young people.  I know we’re running short on time 

so I don’t know if we have time for a response but I guess 

other than through partnering with youth organizations, how 

will you commit at UNAIDS, like at the table at UNAIDS, to 

have language that is friendly to youth and to have youth who 

are at the table with you having those conversations that 

you’re able to have access to that often we don’t unless it’s 

in a youth space? 

PETER PIOT, M.D., PH.D.:  Thank you.  First of all I 

should say that the language of these international documents 

and some is the language of nobody [laughter].  I mean I also 

get briefing points and talking points from within the 

organization and I don’t even understand what it means.  I 

think this is a real disease and often there’s a reason for 

that and that is that many of these texts are the result of 

compromises where everybody want to have their word and so on 

having said that your point is well taken.  I think what I 

tried to do is that pushing the agenda of young people 

wherever I go in countries and say young people must be at 
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the table.  For me it’s as if we stay within our system, in 

the UN system there is no future for real youth action if we 

stay within and talk among ourselves.  That’s why a strong 

alliance with mainstream youth organizations and youth action 

groups is very important because young people sometimes go 

there whether it’s the YWCA or the Girl Guides and Scouts, or 

groups of rappers, neighborhood groups, it doesn’t matter 

whoever reaches.  What I think we should do is like in all UN 

agencies like something that UNFPA is doing and have like 

internships, fellowships for young people who can spend some 

time in the organization.  That’s not only good for young 

people who can benefit for that, that will be also good for 

the organization and being confronted with it on a daily 

basis with issues.  I think basically the more you hold our 

feet to the fire the better, so that we don’t quote unquote 

forget.  But for me the key is that in each country the same 

groups on HIV/AIDS which bring together the UN in working on 

AIDS should have a constant dialogue with young people and 

make sure that message is incorporated then in what they do.  

Thank you. 

ILANA SOD:  Thank you [applause].  Gudmark and Joya 

have a question directed to all three leaders.  I’m going to 

ask you to be brief.  We don’t have much time but this is a 

question for all you three. 
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JOYA BANERJEE:  Thank you my questions has already 

been somewhat addressed by each of you individually but I 

wanted to emphasize that the theme of this session is from 

rhetoric to action so I’m hoping that each of you can tell us 

what specific concrete commitment you will make to involving 

young people in your work and by when you will achieve this 

commitment.  For example that could be, as you mentioned, 

creating an internship program at UNAIDS.  It could be 

encouraging conservative organizations or other governments 

to talk about injecting drug use, men who have sex with men, 

condoms, and sexual and reproductive health and rights in sex 

workers.  It could be making your clinics youth friendly.  So 

I would like to hear a specific concrete commitment from each 

of you and we will be following up with you on that 

[applause]. 

MALE INTERPRETER:  Yes I would like translate the 

question for the first lady, essentially specifically what is 

the commitment that will be undertaken in order to involve 

other organizations—and this has been asked, mentioned at the 

beginning of this conference—but what is the specific 

commitment that you will each make in relation to the youth.  

And then you did say that there would be a follow up on these 

decisions respecting the youth. 

JULIO FRENK, M.D., PH.D., M.P.H.:  I would say that 
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I’ve been no minister for almost six years and I think some 

of the commitments that were made at the beginning have been 

met, the sexual reproductive education that was talking about 

is a reality.  Universal access to treatment by all persons 

now get automatically enrolled in a new program that has 

allowed us to multiply by 14 the budget reported to HIV/AIDS 

in my country and a very, very strong campaign against 

discrimination and stigma that’s even received some 

international awards.  All of those are specific commitments, 

but I look forward now, my specific commitment is what I 

said, to commit that for the 2008 International AIDS 

conference to be held in Mexico, for which we’re very 

enthusiastic about that that we again double the presence of 

young persons and that we start working right now with 

international AIDS society and the other organizers in the 

next conference in assuring that you have a major voice in 

the design of the program, of the sessions and a strong 

participation and I hope you will follow up on that. 

XIOMARA CASTRO DE ZELAYA:  Our commitment is above 

all to achieve through this coalition, this coalition of 

women first ladies and women leaders that is, to establish or 

rather to break that silence, that stigma, and to make a 

commitment to opening up more spaces for youth to be involved 

to participate and to provide the young people with the 



From Rhetoric to Action: Defining a Stronger Role  
for Youth in National HIV/AIDS Policies  
XVI International AIDS Conference  
8/13/06 
 

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded 
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies. 

44

education they need in order to face life.  So this is our 

commitment.  That’s what we’re working on. 

PETER PIOT, M.D., PH.D.:  Okay my turn.  First, yes 

will we establish this year this internship in the UNAIDS 

secretariat.  I can’t engage the other organizations, but 

there’s a little push for them.  Secondly is that what I’m 

very proud of is that in India, and India is not represented 

here, well you are yeah India, New York.  That where there 

was a massive youth forum bringing together young people, was 

about 4,000 from across the country in a direct dialogue with 

the top leadership including the prime minister and the chief 

ministers of many states that we are going to organize that 

in other countries because I think that brings the dialogue 

and action for youth to a level where decisions will be 

taken.  And thirdly, it sounds bureaucratic but we are going 

to finally make sure that we get our act together in the UN 

system in terms of a unified approach to issues around youth 

because that’s not the case [applause].  So good practice 

starts at home, thank you. 

GUDMARK WELLA AVERAJU:  Thank you very much.  As a 

youth leader what are the roles in which we know we can 

eradicate HIV/AIDS.  As a youth leader, because I know you 

are all youth leaders what roles are we using to eradicate 

HIV/AIDS in our society? 



From Rhetoric to Action: Defining a Stronger Role  
for Youth in National HIV/AIDS Policies  
XVI International AIDS Conference  
8/13/06 
 

1 kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded 
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content.  We apologize for any inaccuracies. 

45

JULIO FRENK, M.D., PH.D., M.P.H.:  I think the good 

thing is that any adult you find was a young person in the 

past and hopefully you will all become adults and elderly 

people as well.  We must build a bridge and build on the 

natural empathy sometimes adults need to reminded that they 

were too young people.  Maybe as Julian Bond was saying you 

should also put our finger at us and tell us, not just you 

know when I was your age, you should talk back to us and tell 

us do you remember what you did and try to build that empathy 

that comes not from discrimination because of youth.  But 

actually that we all were once in your position and that we 

also had dreams and we also fought for things and that 

hopefully we have been honest to our own past of young 

persons.  If you speak that then I think you can advocate 

your causes and break this absurd idea that young people 

either are irresponsible or unexperienced but that on the 

contrary they are actually the driving force that can move 

the society ahead.  And your organization, the organization 

of young persons in civil society is what really has to push, 

governments, legislators and others.  An organized force for 

the young persons in the country.  This is why I like so much 

what you’ve done in this conference because you have become 

an organized force to have us here, answering, becoming more 

aware of your problems.  And now as you just made us do 
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commit to specific things and know that you will be following 

up.  That’s great and I thank you for that.   

FEMALE SPEAKER:  [Spanish? Spoken] Thank you very 

much. 

ILANA SOD:  Dr. Piot thank you. 

PETER PIOT, M.D., PH.D.:  Four points maybe.  One; 

know what you want.  So have a strategy and some objectives.  

Two; speak truth to power and don’t take no for answer.  

Three; organize because as individuals we are nothing but as 

a group and we can do and achieve many things.  And four make 

alliances that are strategic because there are allies and I 

think if you put all that together you can move mountains so 

I count on you to do that as well.  Thanks.  [Applause]. 

ILANA SOD:  Enrika [misspelled?] for a final comment. 

ENRIKA:  There are more than one dozen of us youths 

gathered here at this conference from more than 150 countries 

representing different race, different culture.  There are a 

many of others who have risen to meet to the challenges posed 

by HIV/AIDS.  I stand to be one of them and we here to be one 

of those.  How many of us must stand for a voice to be heard?  

How many more must die for our cries to be heard?  This is 

the day.  This is the time.  We are united in our works, 

actions, and pains.  This is the time the act.  We implore 

you to rise to this occasion and stand in our own corner, 
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because we are the running water fighting the bloody flames 

of HIV/AIDS.  We are the voices too of the children in the 

wilderness crying to be heard.  We are here in solidarity 

beside you and we feel though our leaders.  What else will it 

take for you to hear our voice?  What more can we do as 

youths?  Truth, answers, listen, money, these are words from 

our heart.  Join us in this race against time.  Thank you. 

ILANA SOD:  As I said we’re a bit short of time so 

I’ll just say that I think this has been fruitful dialogue 

between the global and the youth leaders.  We hope the 

commitment made by the global leaders will stay with you for 

this week’s conference and obviously for the future.  And I 

forward look to meeting you all in Mexico in 2008.  Thank you 

Dr. Piot, Dr. Frenk, and thank you all the young lovely 

leaders thank you.  Thank you all for coming. 

[END RECORDING] 


