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[ START RECORDI NG|

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: —this session, the session you
have read about in the program and that is why you have conme,
| believe. It is the session of the AIDS Anbassadors. And you
will see a number of AIDS Anbassadors here at the table. M
name i s Lennarth Hjelmker. | am the Swedi sh Al DS Anmbassador,
| am not going to say much nore about that, because the session
I s about what an AlI DS Anbassador is, so | will at the beginning
only introduce ny coll eagues here at the table. And then we
have asked a couple of friends to provide their views briefly
about what they expect about an Al DS Ambassador.

And the first one of the those friends, Asia Russel
[ M sspelled?] fromthe Health Care G obal Access Project wil
have to | eave because she is sharing another session within a
few m nutes, so we will be very quick in the beginning here.
But | would like to introduce first Sigrun Mogedal from Norway,

my Norwegi an col |l eague. And then we have from France, Loui s-

Charles Viossat. And then we have from Australia, Mirray
Pr oct or. And we have from the Netherl ands, Paul Bekkers. | do
not know if we have our Spanish colleague in the room [If are

in the room |l would Iike you to cone also up here to the table.
We will conme back later on that.

So, you really take advantage of Asia, | will give you
the floor right now W did this to be a little bit nore

l'ively discussion. What do you expect? W want you also to
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very much engage in this debate, but Asia will start to say
what she expects from an Al DS Anbassador. Pl ease.

ASI A RUSSELL: Thank you very much, Lennarth. And
t hanks everyone for joining this inportant session today. I
want to apol ogize in advance that | will have to | eave
literally in just three mnutes. M name is Asia Russell. |
work with an AI DS organi zation called Health Gap. | am al so
t he devel oped country board nember representing the devel oped
country NGOs to the G obal Fund to Fight AIDS, Tubercul osis,
and Mal aria, which as you m ght now, has three board del egati on
seats assigned to civil society. One from devel oped country
NGOs, one from devel oping country NGOs, and a third from
communities living with and/or affected by HIV, tubercul osis,
and mal ari a.

So, | was asked by Lennarth to give a few opening
conmments very briefly on what fromcivil society one inpression
I s about the role of an AI DS Ambassador, and the val ue that an
Al DS Anmbassador can bring to the fight against H'V. So, first
| think it is inmportant to nmention that the existence of these
ki nds of public | eadership roles in the mddle of a political
context where several donor countries are signaling that they
are decreasing their commtment to di sease specific
I nvest ments, or potentially stepping back or stepping away from
those investnents, | think that is one reason why it is quite

I mportant that we coll aborate and align with entities |Iike AlIDS
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Anmbassadors. It is a way in which politically donor
governnments can interact with civil society and at the same
time, it is a way that politically, internally, the comm t nent
and the prioritization of any particular donor government can
i nclude and maintain a commtment to priority diseases, in
particular, HIV.

So, there is an advocacy role that is not just
external, that we would like to see from Al DS Anmbassadors, but
al so one that is inward | ooking and that ensures that HIV
remai ns high on the agenda of key donors.

| think second it is inmportant that we would like to
see fromcivil society sone |evel of coherence because of
course HIV is not just a disease that relates to the health
sector, but something that spills over into trade, into other
aspects of devel opment, into human rights. So, perhaps there
Is a way in which, and maybe there is a case study or two that
t he AIDS Anmbassadors can provide where they were able to play a
role in flagging how a country’s policy around HI 'V was sonmehow
out of step with its policies around trade and access to
medi ci nes for exanmple, or human rights. And it would be very
Interesting to hear nore about what the chall enges were in
trying to bring some policy coherence across multiple sectors
while still maintaining a diplomtic role and position.
think it is also inportant and obvious to mention that we rely

as civil society on AIDS Anmbassadors as somehow openings to
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ot her political figures and other decision makers and brokers
of power. They are people we see and relate to in various
environments, and we need to maintain and strengthen our own
col I aboration and engagenent with all of them

One danger that | think it is important to relate that
we have experienced in the US for exanple, is how assigning an
Al DS Anbassador can somehow be a proxy for commtnment or at the
sane time an Al DS Ambassador m ght experience sone
mar gi nal i zation in his or her own government. So, | think it
woul d be interesting to hear frank comments about that.

Many years ago, sone people in the audi ence m ght
remenber this; the US first devel oped sonmet hing called an Al DS
czar, that is what we informally called it. It was a donmestic
ki nd of point person on the HI'V, and while synbolically it
appeared to be quite a great sort of |abel, when you got right
down to it, that was a person who did not have the resources,
the political support in order to actually get critical things
done. So, | think it would be inportant to hear how do you
avoid that? How you avoid sone of the possibilities of
mar gi nal i zati on, even while these tremendous sort of titles
| i ke Al DS Anbassador get assigned to very conpetent
i ndi viduals. We want to ensure that AIDS Anmbassadors do not
end up being somehow symbols of commtment and accountability

rat her than the actual work that we al nost do together.
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Looki ng forward finally, and again | apol ogize, |
really do have to | eave, but |ooking forward to the future, |
think a challenge to put on the table is how in the shifting
terrain of aid financing that little by little seens to exclude
di sease specific investments we work together to ensure that
HI V and the exceptional response that it requires stays firmy
on the agenda. | think second, it is inportant |[ooking to the
future to hear from Al DS Ambassadors. One chall enge we are
facing in civil society is how to support the nobilization of
I ndependent, vibrant, devel oping country |ed voices that can
stimul ate increased and high quality expressions of demand to
gl obal health initiatives, |like the Gl obal Fund, |ike PEPFAR,
| i ke GAVI [m sspelled?]. Right now we have a | ot of resources,
not as nmuch as we need, but a lot nore than we had, but the
demand from countries is often still very timd, and | think
that civil society is a bit of a mssing link. These are the
voi ces that can insist on anbition, and bold requests for
funding from country governnments. So, in what way are AlIDS
Anmbassadors in your country work relating to this need? And
relating to the fact that that capacity is not fully realized,
not invested in enough, and not fully supported? Thank you so
much for your attention.

[ Appl ause]

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, Asia, and | amreally

sorry you have to | eave, because | am sure otherwi se you woul d
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have foll owed up on several of your remarks. But this was very
hel pful for our debate, and thank you also for adding on in
your own presentation there, and you are playing a very
I mportant role in many forums, including the G obal Fund Board.
| do not know if Sodiet Aral [m sspelled?] from I ndia
has arrived yet into the room? |If that is not the case, | wll
give the floor to Sodiet Aral when she arrives. And instead
very soon give the floor to the first one of nmy coll eagues. In
many of these sessions you hear fromthe chair, how the chair
I's presenting the others at the panel, and reading from |l ong
descri ptions. | am not going to do that today. But | instead
want my coll eague briefly in the opening of their remarks to
say a few words about their background and where they are
pl aced in the system so to say, and how they becane Al DS
Ambassadors. | believe it is better to have that from them
directly.

And now when Asia has spoken and she had to rush away
as you could see, | will only take two mnutes to introduce
mysel f again, Lennarth Hjel maker from Sweden, and | have been
an Al DS Anmbassador since 2003, for five years. And when | was
appoi nted, that was because the Swedi sh government at that time
decided to do nmuch more on AIDS in our devel opment work, in our
i nternational work. And we decided to do that through our
exi sting channels, to do that through nmultilateral work, to do

that through nmultilateral work, and to do that in cooperation
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with civil society. Faith based organizations, civil society
organi zati ons, business, and many others. And then also the
government felt that since we did not establish a new structure
for doing this AIDS work, they still wanted sonmebody to take an
extra | ook at the work, and that is the reason why the
government established a post as an AI DS Anmbassador and | was

appoi nted this Ambassador. So, that is for five years. Many

times when | describe nmyself | am doing that as an activist,
| obbyi st, but also a coordinator. So, | try to play different
roles in the Swedi sh system but you will hear nmore from

col |l eagues about how they view their roles in the system

To work with different people, and | am going to say
this at the very beginning, and I will stop after that, but not
to forget it, this nmorning | went to the global village to neet
a group of young people, to neet youth, and | believe we all
agree on the inportance of young people in the fight. And when
we were sitting there discussing with the young people, |
commtted to work for and you can see that, | have that here on
my jacket, | commt to youth. | commt the work for that
I ncl udes young people, even nore in the Swedi sh policy on H'V
and AIDS in our international work, but also to work for that
young people will be even better represented at the next AlIDS
conference. So, the organizers of the conference will hear
from me as opposed to from any others on that, but to be really

part of the planning, inplementation, and follow up. And |
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believe that is one role we can play as AIDS Anmbassadors, to
commt to work for things like that. So, | have commtted to
t he young people, and | believe you will hear about nore
comm t ments.

|f there is still no Sodiet Aral in the room | would
|l i ke to give the floor to the first coll eague, and that would
be Paul Bekkers from Holl and, from the Netherl ands. And Paul ,
to present your view on the title today.

PAUL BEKKERS: Thank you very nuch, Lennarth. So, you
want me to introduce nyself also and then give comments? Good.
Well, my name is Paul Bekkers. | amthe AIDS Anbassador to the
Net herl ands since three years. And a question of Lennerth, how
are you positioned in the structure of your government? | am
not a full time Al DS Anbassador. | am also a Director for the
departnent that deals amongst others with health. This
I nvol vement being that you cannot spend all the time that you
wi sh to spend on specifically HV and AIDS. The added val ue
t hough is that you are well integrated into the mnistry of
foreign affairs and devel opnment corporation, which is one in
our system Another big added value is that | can rely on the
enor mous capacity of the enornmous good stuff that we have in
the Mnistry, some of them are present here. And they are
automatically not only supporting the Director, but
automatically supporting the AIDS Anmbassador. And that is why

| can do the work that | am doi ng.
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Good. By ny views on the AlIDS Anbassador, what is an
Al DS Ambassador? What should he or she do? Tal king about she,
one of the things that we m ght want to change in the future is
| ooki ng at nore of a gender bal ance. You see here five people,
five AIDS Ambassadors; one of themis a woman. | nust say that
one woman does have the analytical capacity that is pretty nuch
t he equivalent of the sumof the rest of us. No offense,
gentlenmen. But | think in general we should also | ook nore, if
we start having nore AlIDS Anbassadors, which I think the world
should do, we should also be aware of the gender bal ance. But
havi ng an Al DS Anmbassador, if a governnment decides to have an
Al DS Ambassador, the governnment makes a statenment that it
thinks it is a priority. It is nmore of a priority than other
I ssues. In the Netherlands we have two i ssues. W have two
specific issues we have an Anbassador for, human rights and
HI V/ Al DS, and what the government is saying is that it believes
t hey are fundamental issues. HIV/AIDS is fundamental to our
devel opment processes, and that is why it nom nates an Al DS
Anmbassador. But it is also an acknow edgement of the nature,
the conmpl ex nature of HI V/ AIDS.

That is the new Al DS Anmbassador of Spain. Started 10
days ago. But it is also an acknow edgenent of the conpl ex
nature of HIV/AIDS, the fact that it affects many other areas,
devel opment corporation, that is working on the G6 has a direct

affect on the other NDGs. And that is also the challenge for
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us Al DS Ambassadors, that we are positioned to build a bridge

bet ween these two areas. It was also nentioned by Asia,
HI V/AIDS is not limted to health. It deals with, she was
mentioning, trade issues, access to medicine, | would add

security aspects of societies, econom c aspects, et cetera, et
cetera. And I think we are well positioned to also stress the
exceptionality of the AIDS response on one hand, but at the
sane time try to create effective |linkages to that broader
devel opment agenda.

And a third aspect that | would Iike to nmention here is
t hat having an AIDS Anmbassador, you want us to reach out to
others, to build bridges, with civil society, faith based
organi zations, corporate |life, create partnerships, be
instrumental in that, unify themin that inmportant struggle to
fight HIV/AIDS.

Now com ng back to what Asia said, | think AlIDS
Anmbassadors have that unique position of conbining activism and
political |eadership. W can combine that wonderful world of
Al DS activismthat we also see here in this conference with the
political level. Let ne elaborate a little bit on both issues,
activism and political |eadership. Activismshould mke a
difference between the donestic and the international
responsi bility. | think domestically we have to make sure that
Al DS does not slip off the agenda, the political agenda in our

own countri es. And we have to sensitize others on the broad
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i mplication of HI V/AIDS. That is part of our responsibility at
home. And internationally, we have to make sure that countries
stick to their commtnments. For instance, on universal access.
We have to tell the G838 to walk the talk. To stick to their
comm tnments. But we also have to be willing to talk to the
Vatican. We have to be vocal on issues. Show courage.
Di scuss sensitive issues. Talk about drug use, honmophobi a,
nmoral issues, gender violence. Asia was nentioning the word
advocate. | think we should be advocates. W should be
advocates for the [inaudible] principle. And to pronote youth
participation. Put issues on the agenda, that is our role as
activists, donestically and internationally.

And then the political |eadership, also two | ayers.
Yes, we represent political |eadership. W represent the
m ni sters, our government. Also domestically and
internationally within the UN, the EU, bilaterally, and
sometimes | want to comment to what Asia was saying as a risk
of being a proxy I think it is there. | do not think we can be

mar gi nal i zed too much, but yes there is a possibility, a risk

t hat government thinks ah, we have an AI DS Anmbassador. He or
she deals with that. No concern. | do not have to deal wth
it as a Mnister. That risk is there. But if you are a

politician, if you are smart, you may also use this AlIDS
Anmbassador to convey nmessages that you think are too difficult

to convey yourself. They are too sensitive for you as a
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politician to say, but you have your AIDS Ambassador that you
can make that say. That is not a proxy. | think that is
maki ng good use of your Anmbassador.

But aside fromrepresenting political |eadership, also
| think you inmplement it. W are part of it. W are the
embodi ment of the political |eadership. How? By having the
expertise, by having the overview of the broader issues, also
t he devel opment issues, by being politically savvy, be aware of
the risks, and |I think it is important to stress by using the
right of initiative. Because that is what we as AlDS
Anmbassadors have. We can explore new avenues. W can go
beyond the traditional path. Dare to address other | eaderships
on sensitive issues. Dare to pressure. Dare to pressure for
I nvol vement of civil society. Yout h participation.

But al so challenge old habits and convictions of the
AIDS community. Let me nention two. When the Vatican is
condemed because of its condom policy, the AIDS comunity
shoul d not at the same time ignore the tremendous worth, val ue
of Catholic organizations on the ground. And we have to stress
this, we have to convey that to the AIDS community. When we
are tal king about PEPFAR, the US is condemmed for, | amtalking
PEPFAR 1, for the fact that the abstinence only policy. |
think it is our duty to also show that 93 percent of the nmoney
IS not going towards abstinence only, and stress the trenmendous

contribution of the US, and it is still the biggest
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contribution, distributor of condons. So, also | think that is
a responsibility of the Al DS Ambassador.

So, to kind of summarize, | think the unique role we
have, responsibilities combining the H V/AIDS with the broader
devel opment issues, and the activism and political | eadershinp.
Let nme just give one exanple. Universal access. That is what
we all have to talk about. That is what we are commtted to.
Now what should we do as Al DS Anbassadors? First of all,
donestically, make sure our government remains commtted, our
government remains commtted to universal access.

I nternationally, hold other governments accountabl e. Let them
stick to their comm tments. Tell the international agencies,
be it WHO, UNICEF, UNAIDS, to stick to the recomendati ons from
t he gl obal task team Do what they are supposed to do. Not
nmore, but do that well. And we have to make sure that is
happeni ng. Make sure that universal access does not get

di ffused and buried on the other issues such as the discussion
on national [inaudible] plan and the international health
partnership. Make sure civil society and key popul ations are
sufficiently represented and involved in the process of

uni versal access. And |ast but not |east, be a guardian of a
[i naudi bl e] principle. That is as far as universal access is
concerned, | think the responsibility of all of us. Let me end
here then, Lennarth. Thank you.

[ Appl ause]
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LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, Paul. Thank you very
much. And I am sure we will come back to many of the questions
you addressed, both the content of what we are trying to do,
the conplexity about the pandem c, the need to address all the
conplex matters, but also the different way we can do that. |
woul d also |like to welcome our new Spani sh coll eague that
arrived and is sitting next to Paul up there. Fi del Lopez
Al varez [m sspelled?], and you are nost wel come to us.

It is very difficult to see, so if Sodiet Aral has
arrived in the room | hope she will conme up here. If not, we
will continue with our |ist of speakers up here. And what we
will do nowis we will listen to one nore of the AIDS
Anmbassadors, and then we will open up for questions from you,
fromthe floor, before we continue. W will not wait with the
gquestions till the end. W want themto feed into the
di scussion here. But the second colleague is from France,

Loui s-Charles Viossat. And | amglad to give you the floor.

LOUI S- CHARLES VI OSSAT: Thank you. Good norning. So,
| am Loui s-Charl es Viossat, the French HI V/ Al DS and
communi cabl e di sease Ambassador. | amthe third HI V/ Al DS and
communi cabl e di sease Anmbassador for France since 2003. And |
have been appoi nted around 18 nonths ago. | belong to the
M nistry of Foreign and European Affairs, but | have a m ssion
|l etter fromthe Mnister and Mnistry of Health and the

M nistry of Finance which gives me a clear but often
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chall enging role of supervision and coordination of the
different adm ni strations in charge of HIV/AIDS and
communi cabl e di sease international policy.

Well, as Paul spoke very well and as | share a | ot of
his coments, all of his comments actually. | will be much
shorter, but just et me make some comments.

| think we have a challenging and fascinating m ssion
that is not well known actually beyond the arena of gl obal
health. And | thank the | AS conference and Lennarth actually
to have organi zed such a session. When | explain to friends
and famly menbers and others that | am an anbassador, they ask
me at once, but where, where are you based, and when | respond
nowhere or everywhere in the world, | am based in Paris, and |
amin charge of the fight against the pandem cs, | see in the
eyes of my friends or coll eagues either surprise, or amazenent,
and sonetinmes and certainly often profound interrogation and
sonetinmes pity. And then cones the noment when | nust respond
to the question, but what is your mssion then if you are an
anmbassador based in Paris? And so | try to explain that | have
| et us say three key aspects of nmy job, first to represent ny
country everywhere in international conferences such as here or
in the 190-somet hi ng menmber states, and also in international
organi zation and convey its political message, and also to
negotiate on its behalf as needed. Second aspect of nmy m ssion

Is to as nmy coll eagues here, being a board nmenmber of key
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i nternational organizations such as the G obal Fund, and France
Is the first donor country in Europe of the G obal Fund. Unit
Aid [m sspelled?], Rollback Malaria, UNAIDS. And third, act as
a gateway and a support for French foundations, public players
such as Este [m sspelled?] or [inaudible], and NGOs al so, and
private sector for their international activities.

So, this is as you see, a very original and as Paul

said, a unique position. Indeed within the diplomtic world
because I am not normal, l|let us say, and mai nstream di pl omats.
| speak for nyself. But we are also, | am | hope, a real

di pl omat, and a nember of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, and
using the diplomatic tools and nmeans.

We are also at the crossroads of many worlds with very
different cultures. Scientific and medical world and experts,
t he philanthropic arena, which is rapidly growi ng, NGOs, the
bil ateral diplomcy but also the multiterritorial diplomacy
which is quite different. And so we are at the crossroads of
di fferent environnments al so, and as Paul said, the human
rights, global health, so that is very fascinating actually,
but also a chall enging m ssion.

So, | will try to touch up on sone itens nentioned by
Asia. | will try not to repeat what Paul said. Yes, our duty
Is to interact with civil society and |I think that we, anong
di pl omats we are one of the nost interactive diplomats within

the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs. At |least | speak for ny

1, . . . _
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVIl International AIDS Conference 18
8/ 7/ 08

country. But it is true that we must increase the interaction
with civil society, which is always an asset even though it is
sometimes challenging. Asia nmentioned as a potential danger of
proxy for disengagement as far as | renmenber, the appoi nt nent
of AIDS Ambassador. And | do not think so.

On the contrary, as Lennarth said, France created, and
ot her countries quite often created our position at the sane
nmoment as they invested much nore in global health and
HI V/AIDS. So, | think mainly the position of HIV/AIDS
Ambassador is an asset and is a way of mainstream ng HI V/AIDS
and conmmuni cabl e di sease comm tment of our country, my country,
that is true, donestically as Paul said. We have a role, yes,
of activismwi thin the adm nistration and al so mai nstream ng of
HI V/ Al DS and gl obal health policy. And we are also | think a
good, we have a key role for keeping the comm tnment of
political |eaders towards HIV/ AIDS and conmuni cabl e di sease
policy. And externally yes, we have an inportant role of
advocacy which should be devel oped, and | think that working as
a network, that is what we do. But that is certainly what we
need to do nore, even nore. Acting as a network, expressing
al so ourselves as a network is needed. And we have yes, a very
i mportant role for international advocacy.

Well, | think I will stop here and open the fl oor.

[ Appl ause]
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LENNARTH HJELMAKER: At this stage, and we really want

this to be an interactive session, we will open up for
guestions fromthe floor. There are a nunmber of m crophones in
the room You will see them so if you please, walk up to a

m crophone, identify yourself, and ask your question. And
followi ng a number of questions, | will let the next two
Anmbassadors start to conment, so this will also feed into the
conti nued presentations here fromthe podium But the first
guestion, | see at three, there. Yeah?

TOM CUNNIN: | am Tom Cunnin [m sspelled?]. | am
Director of the Dutch AIDS Fund, and | think in the Netherl ands
we are blessed with a very good Al DS Anbassador, and we have
actually experienced the great advantage of having the Dutch
Al DS Ambassador really pronote the AIDS issue within the
M nistry of Foreign Affairs and to have a very good
international role and the relationship with civil society has
been strengthened enornmously.

Nevertheless, | would |ike to raise an issue on we are
tal king about the role of the AIDS Anbassador in the
i nternational scene. When |I |ook at the Dutch situation, we
see that the HV situation within the country is actually
worsening. And | see that there is hardly a role for the AIDS
Anmbassador there. And it m ght actually conme to a situation
where for exanple, if the Netherlands is a big advocate for

attention for key popul ations; for example, if we take the sex
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wor ker issue, internationally we have quite a |iberal policy on
that, but on the other hand we see what is going on at the
moment in the Netherlands on the national |evel regarding sex
work, it is actually a very negative kind of policy, a very
conservative policy, and there seens to be a disconnect there.
And | think the question would be, should the AIDS Anbassadors
also play a major role within their national policies?

[ Appl ause]

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you for the question. I
believe all of us would like to address that one, but it wl
be two of us later on. But we will take five questions first.
Yes?

JAVIER RODIGI: M nane is Javier Rodigi [m sspelled?].
| amwith Active Paris, and | sit on the board of Unit Aid
al ongsi de the French AIDS Ambassador, Louis-Charles Viossat.
First thing |I would like to provide nmy support to the previous
statement that one of the things that we expect, one of the
chal l enges probably of the AIDS Anbassador positions is to also
reconcile the nice positions that it is easy for a European
governnent to take about how devel oping countries shoul d deal
with their mnorities and how they should reduce the
di scrim nation and oppressive policies, and reconcile that with
the fact that in Europe, in Sweden for exanple, there is a
policy on managing the risk of transm ssion of people with HV

which is one of the hardest in the worl d. In France there has
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been regression also on for exanple, drug use or sex workers in
t he past few years.

And we also feel that it is one of the chall enges of
your job, of managing to get heard about the need to reconcile
those statements with the way we do things in our countries. |
would like to say also that we felt we were rather dubious
about in Active Paris about the value of the AIDS Anmbassador
position to begin with. W were feeling it was nostly a public
relati ons position. Sonmebody whose job is to go to those
conferences and say that for instance, we are doing everything
right. But we have come to appreciate the value of this
position because it does create both relationships and paths of
communi cati on that would not exist otherw se and that did not
exi st before. And also it does increase the |evel of
consi stency of the public response.

So, that is our experience of this position’s
exi stence. And nmy question to you is one of the key problens
t hat we have in values of the countries, not to point at seven
countries, but the other countries, one of the problens that
Al DS activists have is that the commtnents that have been nmade
by |l eaders in terns of funding the global AIDS fight are not
kept, and there is a hiatus. And what does that say about the
| evel of decision making and reporting at which the AIDS
Anmbassador position ought to be set? Should the AlIDS

Ambassador, like I think is almst the case in the US, shoul d
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they be set at the |level of the | eader? Should he be reporting
directly to the | eader, as opposed to having maybe one or two
rounds between you and the | eader? Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. And | see too, here,
but | also |ater down there at M crophone Nunmber 1, so we shift
to Nunber 1, please.

SONYA REEDSM TH: Thank you very much. M nanme is
Sonya Reedsmth [m sspelled?] from Third World Network in
Mal aysia. | was encouraged to hear from you that AIDS
Anmbassadors are appoi nted because your governments believe in
the inportance of it. You want to make it a priority, give
political |eadership, and ensure universal access. So, ny
first question is to Norway. As part of the European Free
Trade Associ ation, what are you doing to stop the European Free
Trade Association fromrequiring data exclusivity which is a
monopoly of five years, even when there is no patent on the
medi ci ne, and patent term extensions, which means the patent
goes for |onger than 20 years before you can get the generic
medi ci ne when the EFTA is negotiating free trade agreenents
with devel oping countries?

Simlarly, to the four EU AIDS Anbassadors, what are
you all doing to ensure that the European Comm ssion no | onger
demands that devel oping countries sign treaties and do regional
patents that will nmean that nore antiretrovirals are patented,

requiring themto do patent term extensions beyond the 20 years
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of monopoly, requiring themto give nonopolies even for 10
years, even when there is no patent by data exclusivity,
requiring themto do |Iinkage which stops conmpul sory |icensing,
trying to underm ne parallel inmportation, and going for
stronger enforcement neasures which will make it harder for
organi zations |i ke [inaudible] to ensure that generics can get
to | east devel oped countries because they cannot transship them
anynmore through transport hubs? And even for | east devel oped
countries, you are requiring the same provisions with just a
bit of a longer time to inmplement them

As you know, there have been expressions of concern
about these trips plus provisions fromthe UN Speci al
Repertoire on the right to health, various UN commttees on the
rights of the child, and economc, social, and cultural rights,
the World Health Assenbly, even the European Union Parliament
has told the European Comm ssion not to negotiate these
provi sions, and yet the European Comm ssion is still demanding
this from about 120 devel oping countries in free trade
agreenment negotiations currently going on. And even if there
Is no intellectual property chapter, a study that the European
Uni on Comm ssi on thensel ves found that even a goods and
services free trade agreenent would harm health and poverty
because of the lower tariff revenue for governnents to spend on
heal t h, and because the lower tariffs would increase

unenpl oyment so people have | ess to spend on health care.
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So, could you please tell us what you are doing to
ensure that these provisions will no |Ionger be in free trade
agreenments with devel oping countries? Thank you.

[ Appl ause]

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. And we will take two
nore questions and then we will continue fromthe podi um
M crophone Nunmber 3.

NI ARA ZAl: Thank you. M name is Niara Zai
[ m sspelled?]. | am Zi nbabwean, and the General Secretary of
the World YWCA based in Geneva. First to thank you for being
avai l able to nmeet with us during the conference. W had an
opportunity to meet with the Ambassador of Norway and Australia
and we hope it is a method which you continue to be privately
avai |l able to as many groups as possible so that there is
quality time of exchanging of views and getting advice and
I nformation.

Secondly, to also thank you for the enphasis that you
are placing on issues of wonen and young people. W therefore
wel come you as a network to work closely with the G obal
Coalition on Women and AIDS as a substantive partner to foll ow
t hrough on some of the issues that have conme out in this
di scussi on, especially on gender based violence and how
prevention of violence against wonen is prevention of HIV and
AIDS. And also to support the efforts of the Women Won't WAit

canmpai gn which is a global civil society effort by and
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forecasting on issues of wonmen’s human rights, violence against
wonmen, and HI'V and AIDS is also a novenment which can enhance
your messages, but also bring the collective energy of your
political position and the grassroots voice recomendati ons
with regards to the substantive issues. W really are |ooking
forward to your collective voice to talk about the issues of
HI vV and AIDS and vul nerability especially of women and girls in
situations of crisis and conflict.

Currently, we do not have a conprehensive nodel of what
I's an approach which can work in crisis countries, and
especially in conflict countries where even access for basic
services for food mght be difficult and how t herefore, can we
make accessi ble ARVs, information, and we know that women and
girls are vulnerable to sexual violence including from
peacekeepers, so the whole issue of vulnerability in crisis and
conflict situations, we are | ooking forward to your collective
voice to say no to violence and no to wars, and no to inpunity,
as part of a global voice to saying yes to prevention, and yes
to alife with dignity, and yes to possibility for many other
peopl e.

My second recommendation is on financing. W have
heard severally a discussion around financing and we know t hat
your voice would be a strategic voice in Doha when the world
needs to |l ook at financing devel opnent. Could you bring a

conversation around financing H'V and AIDS in the context of
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devel opment financing and how financing H 'V and AIDS is to be
accessible, flexible, and with inpact to communities, and in a
way that strengthens national and conmmunity based
organi zations, which are the instance of sustainability within
their own nations, of course in global partnership, and in
solidarity with the international networks. W would really
recommend a strong nmessage at the Doha nmeeting. And again,
when you meet in Akra [m sspelled?] on |ooking at the whole
Paris principles on coordination and harnoni zati on, efficiency
and reduci ng of transaction costs should not be at the expense
of suffocating local initiatives, because there is a very clear
energy of suffocation of local initiatives in the name of
har noni zati on, efficiency, and reduction of financi al
transaction cost. Thank you very nuch.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you very much. [ Appl ause]
And thank you for bring up very inmportant questions. And you
can see we all take a |ot of notes up here. Still if you can
be a little bit shorter and then cone to the questions quicker,
but very inmportant issues being brought up. The |ast question
bef ore we come back here.

ADO POLOPUS: | will be very short. | am Ado Pol opus
[ m sspell ed?] fromthe Netherlands, work for Stop Al DS Now.
And | am personally living with HIV. | would like to thank the
contribution fromthe m ke from Number 1 which makes ny

question nmuch easier. And | see above your heads Universal
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Action Now. Fromthe perspective of a person living with HV,
t he movenment of people living with HIV fighting for access for
treatnment, would it be possible to address the issue of the
property rights, the trips issue? MWhat could you individually
and collectively you Anmbassadors from conmm tted governments, to
change this current situation? Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, for a very
strai ghtforward question. [Applause] Before giving the floor,
because | will ask my Australian colleague to start and talKk
about his role, but also to try to pick up on questions that
have been raised now. And then | will ask Sigrun Mogedal from
Norway to continue, and we did not have tinme to talk first,
Fi del, you just took office. But if you are prepared also
after that to say a few words, you are nost wel cone.

One of the issues that was raised about women and
vi ol ence, we all know about that. How women and young girls
are being affected. And if | shall take advantage of sitting
here as the chair, | could welcome you all to this very room at
6: 30 tonight and you will see a novie, a filmcalled Wnen at
the Frontline, | believe, produced by a Swedish fil maker. And

that is very much about how wonen are affected by AIDS. So, if

you come back at 6:30, we will see that. But now, Murray, |
will give the floor to you.
MURRAY PROCTOR: Thank you. | will try very hard not

to state anything that others have said, because it is striking
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how sim | ar our roles actually are. | have to confess to being
t he person who ruined the gender balance. MW old friend Andrea
Keith [ m sspell ed?] was the first Aussie Anbassador who left to
wor k overseas | ast year, and so | have been in that position
since Decenber. | am very grateful to Spain. | am not the
newest Al DS Ambassador. Those things said, |like others |I also
manage a significant part of Australia’ s aid programincluding
education and health sector policies and advising, but things
al so such as climte change.

In that regard, | think there is an intrinsic challenge
to being an Al DS Anmbassador, because there is a huge number of
meetings and you need to bal ance your time between AIDS and al
t he other corporate requests. There are certainly days | wi sh
| was European, especially on the 24'" hour of the flight to
Geneva from Sydney. But on the other hand, Australia, as the
only AIDS Ambassador fromthat region, thank you, and the one
with the worst voice, is living in a region of mainly
devel opi ng countries.

So, we have a rather different role because the
advocacy is very nuch close to home. Just to pick up any
differences from what the others have said, maybe others do as
well, but I in the end am the one who sets Australia s policy
on international AIDS activities. Of course, with Mnisterial
agreenment. And that is quite a useful position to have. It

also in ternms of the questions on our role with donmestic
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policy, it does give us | think a degree of freedomto
Intervene in terms of discussions and advocate to our donestic
departnments, such as health and trade and foreign affairs, but

| would not want to over claima power in that regard. I n many
ways, so the Health Department of Australia sits and manages

Al DS activities and policies. They would not want ne to
suggest | had that role equally. | think it is useful to be
very clear with the overseas aid program has the primary role

t hrough the AI DS Ambassador activities overseas.

Coupl e of final things. | think the Ambassador
position does give a clear access point for civil society in
Australia, and is certainly of sort to have a very active role
in consultation. In fact, | need the ideas of MSM groups, sex
wor kers’ i deas, people living with AIDS. And seeking to build
up broader connections with others, such as faith based
organi zations. And in our case, we certainly use all of those
groups and pay themto build capacity of civil society

overseas, and it is half an hour to late to catch Asia on that

one, but the answer is yes. | think also we need to go out and
seek new voices, as others have nmuch nore eloquently said. It
does also allow you a little leeway, | think to approach the

[i naudi bl e] political system | can seek to neet with menbers

of the opposition in what can soneti nes be an adversari al
political climate and not in a way that an average public

servant could just seek to do. So, | think that is a very
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handy | eeway. You have to be careful. | had to stop nyself

| ecturing a Senate commttee recently on circuncision in its
finer details. W do have a very specific role and it is

Il mportant | think to |lecture Parliament, but you have to
realize that you have only certain | eeway in doing so. And
probably you keep it for the nmore active and chall engi ng policy
posi tions.

Finally, I think just to listen to others, a number of
us have a problem that we do have to within our own aid
systems, bal ance the investments in AIDS with a | ot of other
t hi ngs. | nternational health partnerships is com ng up, other
EMDG di seases, funding for these things, policy positions, |
t hi nk chall enge a ot of us because whilst we are advocates on
AIDS, | think we also have to manage the broader say, health
t hrust of our countries’ aid activities.

Three questions | will finish with that trouble me. |
am finding, we are always | think wondering how we have a
greater inpact in our roles and that is inmportant to hear your
voi ces today on that. It is hard fromthis position to engage
civil society in developing countries, except on very
intermttent visits. It would be good to find better ways.
And thirdly, | amrealizing having handed the gender issues to
anot her vision head recently, just how much of the AIDS issues
and the future of solving the issue is in fact gender based via

the roles of males with violence against wonen, et cetera. And
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as | have been now seven nonths on the job, | thought | would
share that as one of the |learnings | have seen in nmy tine.
Thank you.

[ Appl ause]

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you so nuch. And just to
I nform you, | have also asked Sigrun Mogedal at the end of this
session to sunmarize a little bit about your feelings and our
feelings about the role, but since there were questions put
directly to Norway, also for that reason, | give the floor to
Si grun Mogedal .

SI GRUN MOGEDAL: And al so because | have to make up
t hi s gender bal ance, right? So, | should speak at | east twice.
Hi, this is a great session in the sense that it is nore
I mportant for us to have this broad contact with the group.
have wor ked for two governnent as an Al DS Ambassador since
2005. | think that the roles and the ambiguity in the role,
and the challenges of the potential as ny coll eagues have
expl ai ned are very clear. | think there is nore good, nore
potential than the risks about it, but | think both are
I mportant.

Al'so, it is inmportant that you know that we are part of
an intergovernnental system A |lot of the things we tal k about
here are also part of the governmental negotiations where the
skills of diplomcy, where our partners in the Mnistry have

their own special conpetence and skills, so one of the
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guestions that was rai sed about coherence, of course when we
are part of that diplomcy network we have the scope of AIDS

t hat al nost gets into all parts of foreign policy or diplomcy.
We can engage, but we do have the conpetence in all those
fields. And also that means sone of those intergovernnent al
negoti ations are terribly difficult for [inaudible], because it
has to do with negotiating conpeting interests. And none of us
are able to turn our back and see there is no conpeting

i nterests, even here we see there are some conpeting interests,
even between different groups, between different concerns. So,
| et us be real about the situation where we live in the world
with conpeting interests.

Let me also then note a little bit on |eadership
because it strikes me that we somehow get a too prom nent role
as |l eaders froma few OCD countries that have happened to see
Al DS as a place where they also would want to engage with nore
t han nmoney. \Where they want to engage, and | think that is
actually the case. Engaging with nmore than noney, but also
with the skills to build alliances, negotiate, engage broader,
and so on. But where are the countries which are sort of in
the G77 group? O the mddle income groups? AIDS is global.
And it becomes very strange if we sort of create a | eadership
just around what Asia called donors, because in the sense in
Al DS, we are all partners. W all have the problem W al

have to get up with our resources and our partnerships, so it
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is a bit, and the other | eadership that we m ght blur is that
we hear at this conference maybe stronger than ever before the
need for positive | eadership, the need for youth | eadership,
the need for civil society |eadership, the way we have heard.
Up to now it has been governnmental | eadership, politicians up
and rise, UN and so on, science. W should not blur that

| eadership. We should sonehow play our part, but not take it.
So, that is inportant for me to say.

So, what do we do to reconcile policies, national and
International? That is one of the big challenges for Norway
because we are somehow told | think even in the press in Norway
it says we are better internationally than we are nationally,
and we heard that here, too. W have created a National AIDS
Council that tried to bring those two pieces together. And we
intend to strengthen that conversation, but | think the way you
have pointed it out is extremely inportant since nost of us sit
in foreign mnistries. W are not sonmehow directly engaged on
t he national scene, and |let us stop thinking that AIDS is
sonet hing that we can deal with far away, because it has to do
with even our civil society networks are both |ocal and gl obal.
So, we need that |ink.

We need to be accountable to that, too, and that is why
t hose of you that are here that are curious about our role,
keep on watching it, keep on correcting it, keep on engaging

with it. Also through the coll eagues you have in our national
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net wor ks, because in a way we are too nuch power and influence,
and if that is not just stewardship over nmoney that you can
control, you need to help us to be accountable and not to bl ur
where the | eadership needs to come from

| have to get into the patent thing and trade, which is
an excellent exanple of both conpeting priorities and where
t here are ongoi ng negotiations. Those of you that are
speci alists know about the | GAWG process that was associ at ed
with WHO that still goes on. You know about Doha and the
addi tional conditionalities that was referred to as trips plus.
| do not know how many of you know all the details of that, but
t he one that asked the question knew a | ot about it. Also she
knew a | ot about the difference between EFTA and EU. Norway is
not a menber of EU. In a way we have a bit nmore freedom but
we are al so part of EFTA. Just to give you that illustration
of how tricky this is. Norway has fish. W are quite
Interested in fish. W work together with Switzerl and that has
drugs.

Now, when we go to a country to negotiate, because Doha
Agreenent, we all accept and then it is the question of these
bilateral or trilateral agreements. Now when you sit in those
negoti ati ons, both the country you are negotiating with |ike
the third party country, be it Thailand, or India, or another
country, has sonme interests. Now, we also have some interests.

Now what are the rules of the game? Should you say you can
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never put on sort of additional agreenments that allow your fish
or your drugs or that third party like Thailand or India m ght
have anot her thing? And then you make a deal around that.
Shoul d that be forbidden? O should it be on the table and

t hen what are the rules that guide that decision? Now Norway
has a policy on that. Norway says that we should never inpose
on that country that we negotiate with additional
conditionalities to the Doha Agreement. But we also want to
allow that country informed by their interests to put that as
part of the cards on the table in trade negotiations.

Now, we know that sone would want to say that should
never happen. We respect the countries that we negotiate with
to be able to say we do not want to. But then they also need
the information and then they also need to be not unduly
pressured. And that is that part of the game. | amsorry it
took that long to explain exactly that, but | think it is
I mportant for you also to understand the dynam cs of foreign
policy on that. | | eave the other things to come back to. |
t hink extremely inportant points that we heard, wonmen and how
we bring AIDS for instance into the other nmeetings. Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, Sigrun. And-—

[ Appl ause] And as you could hear, Sigrun Mogedal can cover a
broad range of matters, not only AIDS. But | believe also that
I's what you can expect froma former state secretary for

devel opment. That is part of your life. Spain? Fidel?
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FI DEL LOPEZ ALVAREZ: Thank you, Lennarth. Good
nmorning. My nane is Fidel Lopez Alvarez and | am just recently
been appoi nted as Al DS Anmbassador. | am the second in Spain,
which is fact is kind of parallel to the increasing role of
Spain internationally in the fight against AIDS. W have been
internally, Spain, very successful in fighting against AlDs,
providing not only the universal and free access to all but
also in the policy of prevention, in the reduction of damages,
and obviously in pronoting and respecting the human rights of
t hose affected by VHH [ m sspel |l ed?].

As far as the role of AIDS Anbassador, | share in fact
much of not all of what has been said here previously by ny
col |l eagues. But | wanted to enphasize that this is the only
group that | know that the governnments have nom nated Al DS
Anmbassadors for a specific group internationally. This is a
tradition that every foreign mnistry could have sone
ambassador at |arge for specific issues, but not
Internationally. This is the first group |I know.

So, that in fact reflects the inmportance that our
governnents are giving to the fight against AIDS. And | just
want to also make sonme reference to sone of the questions,
al t hough they were nostly directed to the Netherland col |l eague,
but on the role of an Al DS Ambassador internally, you could
take into account that we work also not only directly with our

| eaders, but because we report to them |In fact, in ny case, |
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report to the Vice M nister for Devel opment Corporation. But

i n our case, we work in coordination with the M nister of
Health, also with some governnments in our regions. So, we
cannot really make a role in convincing our |eaders in focusing
the priorities on the fight against AIDS. And we also have
said the Australian coll eague, the role also of informng and
reporting to our Parliament means also that we really do our
internal role. Obviously there are possibilities to nmake
better, but we will try to do that, obviously. Thank you.

[ Appl ause]

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, and we are so happy
t hat you could come. When we met as a group in New York in
June, during the hunger session, it was your predecessor, so
now we wel conme you here.

W will take a second round here, because there were
nore questions addressed for the European Uni on countries than
ot her questions. But, and we have 25 mnutes left of the
session, and we will have a summary by Sigrun Mogedal at the
end. But | will still give the opportunity for two or three
questions, very straightforward, quick questions. That is, no
nore people stand up now. That is enough.

But you nust be very brief, Nunber 4.

JULI A ELAMO: Me first?

LENNARTH HIJELMAKER:  Yes.
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JULI A ELAMO: Thank you very much. And thank you

everybody for your presentations. M nanme is Julia Elano

[m sspelled?], and | work in Madrid in Spain. | work in
epi dem ol ogy of HIV in m grant popul ati ons. | amlistening to
you all. | can see the role of AIDS Anbassadors to help these

popul ati ons who are often deprived of all rights, and m grants
living with H'V, and | talk of Europe because it is the area
that | know nore. There are many mgrants all over the world
living with H'V, fearing for their lives, and also with the
danger of deportation. So, ny question to is what is the role
of AI DS Anbassadors as anbassadors of the | arge anmount of
mgrants with HV living all over the world? Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Nunber 3, and then we
go to 1. But one from 3 here.

FADENON STRADHAHEN: Yes, hello. MW nanme is Fadenon
Stradhahen [m sspelled?]. | am working for [inaudible]
Foundati on, which is the Dutch National Institute for Health
for LGBT, and | am speaking also on behalf of 17 partners in
t he gl obal South, which we work with. Of course | am very
i nterested on the LGBT issue, and just to give you the
opportunity to make a brief reply on nmy question, the question
is the following: What is your personal achievenent on which
you very proud on the LGBT issue in the last years, and if you

have not been in office for so |Iong, maybe you can expl ain what
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I's your deepest wish on the LGBT issue on the topic of HIV and
Al DS. Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Nunmber 1, down there.

ROGER CASSIDY: M name is Roger Cassidy. | am
Executive Director of ACCEPT in Oslo, Norway, and sit on the
Nati onal HI V/ Al DS Council together with Sigrun. | am going to
follow up the first question and make it a little bit nore
Eur opean specific. |If I amnot m staken, everyone on the panel
except the Australian colleague is a menber of the Dublin
Convention. And we experience with one third of the people
living in Norway with H V have a m gration background, that
often our people are returned to other European countries, and
then repatriated to their original honmelands. Norway has a
policy that says that people should not returned, HIV positive
m grants should not be returned to places where they cannot get
adequate help. W experience this is not the case.

So, ny question is two fold. 1Is it possible to
coordi nate better the information about where HIV treatnent is
accessi bl e before people are returned? And is it possible to
coordi nate on the European basis that people not return from
Norway to a country where it m ght be nuch easier to send them
out of Europe. Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. And now we will go to

M crophone Number 3, and please do not stand up, nore peopl e,
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because we have four questions up here, and | will allow the
four of you, but then we have to continue. Nunber 3 here.

TOM SW SS: Thank you, Lennarth. First of all, | want
to express ny appreciation for allowing this interaction,
giving tinme to us, so thank you for that. Tom Swi ss
[ M sspell ed?], Asian Harm Reducti on Network based in Cheng Mai
[ msspell ed?] in Thail and. My question actually is, if
possi ble, to all of you, and that is what are the two or three
action points you will take with you actually fromthis
particul ar conference? Thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Next. Yeah, conti nue
with 3 here.

TEHAS VI TU:. Tehas Vitu [m sspelled?]. | amfromthe
GBC, G obal Business Coalition, Europe. Thank you for
participating in this panel. | have two quick questions.
France has an EU presidency, but it seens that there are no
health i ssues on the top priority, on the top agenda. So, ny
question is how you as AIDS Anbassador could coll aborate in
order that health would be one of the priorities of the
Eur opean presidency, | nmean in the future. M second question
Is how | amrepresenting here the private sector, and
especially in Europe. It is a network of 80 conpanies. |
would Ii ke to know how we can col | aborate together in order
that the UN president’s institution be nore involved in public

[ 1 naudi bl e] ownership? Thank you.
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LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Next questi on.

SAM Hi, | am Sam from Australi a. | represent a group
of women living with HV in Victoria. M question to you is
regarding inm gration, because we so often face a | ot of our
members saying that they have been denied entry or they wanted
to, for instance this conference, a | ot of our members could
not get i mmediate visa access to the United States. | guess ny
gquestion is what role do you play as AlIDS Anbassadors in such
policies, and do you think they are effective policies in
reduci ng the spread of H V? | mean denying entrance to
countries of people living with HIV?

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you.

MARK BEBBI NGTON: Good afternoon. M name is Mark
Bebbi ngton [ m sspell ed?] from Australi a. First of all | just
want to say thank you to you all for commtting your time and
your influence to HIV. | know for exanple that Murray has a
very busy and broad portfolio, so we appreciate his comm t nent
to HHV. M question is relating to the role of the Ambassadors
in terms of advocacy. And during this conference there has
been quite a bit of discussion about the need to create
enabling | egal environments to support HIV prograns. And

specifically the need to renmove |aws which crimnalize

homosexuality. So, | would like to ask each of you what
comm tments you will make here and now towards achieving this
goal. So, thank you.
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LENNARTH HIJELMAKER: Thank you. Then we cone back to
t he panel here, and Paul, you were waving first, before.

PAUL BEKKERS: Sure.

LENNARTH HIELMAKER: And then, Louis-Charles. And then
| want to address as many as possible of the questions that
have come up since you spoke last time. Please.

PAUL BEKKERS: Okay, thanks. It is a whole range of
questions, but I will try to see how many | will address and ny
col | eagues. Let ne, the question was raised about the al nost
di sconnect that exists, and he was referring to the
Net her | ands, asking about the mandate of the Al Ds Ambassador.
| ndeed there is a growing conservatismin the Netherlands, and
It is possibility of this disconnect getting |arger and | arger,
what you were asking as an Al DS Ambassador, how far can you get
i nvol ved with your own national policies.

Well, | think we all have a rather | arge mandate. |
think we use that. But the mandate is, | consider ny role as
wor ki ng for the whole government, not only for the Mnistry of
Devel opment Cor poration, Foreign Affairs, but the whol e of
governnment. However, it is limted to pretty much our border.
So, nmy responsibility is limted to working abroad, and I think
t hat works for all of us. But nmaybe there is also a solution.
| can actually discuss issues in other countries.

So, what we should do is position the Netherl ands,

while | keep my mouth shut, | will invite all nmy coll eagues
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here to get involved and solve the issue in the Netherl ands.
But it is a problem It is. The European Conmm ssion was
mentioned a couple of times. Trips was already answered by
Sigrun. | think all of us, at |east those who are nenmbers of
t he European Union do have responsibility with the Comm ssi on.
| personally think that the Comm ssion should do nuch nmore on
heal t h, and specifically also on HI V/AIDS, on the whole broad
range. And we are vocal on that. W should becone perhaps
nore vocal on that, because we are nmenbers of it. W only
represent however, four countries in the European Comm ssi on,
but we are also generating ideas of all of us working together
to be nore influential towards the Conm ssion.

Then | conme to another point, a |ady was tal king about
a collective voice of the AlDs Anbassadors. We all firmy
believe that by working together we can be much nore powerful.
It is one plus one is three. All of us can be much stronger.
There is also a little bit of a concern, and Sigrun was
relating to that, we are pretty much all representatives of
Western governments. |If this group of AIDS Ambassadors wants
to maintain its credibility and to becone even nore powerful,
we hope we are going to be joined by AIDS Anbassadors from
ot her countries, especially fromthe South. There is now an
Al DS Ambassador in ElI Sal vador, but hopefully there will be one
fromlIndia, fromBrazil, we can be I think as a collective

body, be much stronger. The question about m grants, m grants

1, . . . _
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVIl International AIDS Conference 44
8/ 7/ 08

in our policy considered as a vul nerable group. As key
popul ati on. When we tal ked about those groups of people that
are nost vul nerable to HIV infection, we include m grants.

So, our policy includes themw th all other key
popul ati ons. However, | think, and it is also a little bit in
this conference, m grants should be much higher on the agenda.
The risks for the group itself and for them as a group
transmtting H'V to the | arger popul ati on and popul ati ons of
ot her countries should be addressed a bit more. And we also
have to accept and take responsibility in that also. That did
not answer your question. Where are very proud of. That is
very difficult to say. | would say from ny point of view, you
know our policy is so nmuch based on key popul ati on, on LGBT,
everywhere we are we are very vocal on the position of LGBT,
also in a statement in a high |Ievel neeting in New YorKk.
al so want to add to that, as a Dutchman |I am proud of the
system t hat we have, that we are very nuch al ways together with
civil society, with yourselves, with [inaudible], with all the
ot her groups, we are a group that together are very strong for
t hose who need our help and LGBT is definitely one of them

So, | think if you way what we proud of, | nmean we
should be all proud of the achi evements we have made alt hough
it should even increase. Tom s question about two to three
action points, that is an interesting one. | would like to

have a little bit nore time to consider that. But one i s of
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course, you work in harmreduction in AIDS, yeah? WeIlIl one of
t he concl usions we have taken, the Mnister said it earlier,
that we are going to have a summt, a donor conference, on harm
reduction in the Netherlands, and we hope to have as many as
possi ble involved. Two mnutes? No, | will stop. Another
thing that came out of this conference, that is what | take
home, the concern and | think ny coll eagues share that on how
to make sure that HIV/AIDS is part of that broader devel opnent
agenda. We are heading towards the NDG summt in Septenber in
New York. We have to make sure, and we had a di scussion on

t hat yesterday, that H'V gets its rightful place on the

phil osophical, on the conviction that HI V/ Al DS has such a
strong i mpact on all the other NDGs. But that is our concern
and our challenge, to make sure that it is going to happen.
Ckay, thank you, Lennarth. | will leave it at that.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Sorry, Paul. There
are so many relevant questions that have conme up. But we wl
allow time for Sigrun to give us a summary at the end. | would
li ke to plead to nmy coll eagues to stick within two m nutes in
their comments. There is one question that canme up very
directly, and maybe you could cone back to that, or maybe not,
and that is where we are placed in the system |If we are
pl aced hi gh enough, or not high enough. And the conparison was

made to the US nodel . Loui s- Charl es?
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LOUI S- CHARLES VI OSSAT: Yes. Thank you. Yes, | would
li ke to respond to [inaudible] first. [Ilnaudible] has made or
kept so far even though there are clear challenges for the
future, but that is clear to me. As far as the |level of
HI V/ Al DS Anmbassadors, and the appropriate |evel under the,
within the governmental framework, | would make several
comments. The first one is that there is no other exanmple of
Anmbassadors under the President of the Republic in France, and
we are not a presidential regime such as the US, but we have
anot her constitutional arrangenment. Anmbassadors are under the
M nistry of Foreign Affairs, and all anbassadors are under the
M nistry of Foreign Affairs.

Wel |, another conmment is that this question has not
been so far, so it can be raised, but it has not been raised so
far, and thank you for raising it actually. And third, my view
is that it would not change things in practice. Because we
have as HI V/ Al DS Anbassadors, ny predecessors, M chelle, and
ot hers, and nyself, are in direct contact with different |evels
of the | eadership in our country. Meaning Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs, Prime Mnister’s office, and President of the
Republic’s office.

Very briefly, as a father, the LGBT issues are
concerning. | am happy that the French nessage to the
[ i naudi bl e] last June included sexual mnority issues as well

as the nmessage fromthe President to the conference. | think
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that is an inportant aspect. On France and health, on the EU
agenda, health is clearly on the EU agenda for this semester.

And there are two priorities in the devel opnent policy
segnent. One is on the centralized corporation and anot her one
is on health and it is health risk coverage. Health insurance.
And it is directly relating to H V/AIDS because it is howto
establish systens within countries which have | ost sustainable
financing. W have the solidarity |evee on airline tickets,
i nnovati ve financing, but we also deeply need domestic
sust ai nabl e financing, and we think that health insurance, all
forms of health insurance are key, and that is why it was put
by Donna Kushner [m sspelled?] on the agenda of the EU. Just
my | ast coment on freedom of circul ation, France has been an
advocate of freedom of circulation, and at UNAIDS with the
establishment of this task force and group, and also at the G8
| evel , where our President was the first to put this topic on
the table during the last G8 interpanel. Sorry for being too
| ong.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Murray? Do you want
to add sonething at this stage?

MURRAY PROCTOR: | will try to be quick in rapid order.
The question of deepest wi shes, | have two bites. To be frank
my deepest wish is that many of the neighboring countries we
partner with would actually admt that they have MSM people in

their population. | think in ternms of outcome, to be able to
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better deal with these burgeoni ng wi despread het erosexual
epidem cs that certainly ook to be comng in Papua New Gui nea
and possibly in Nepal. Action points fromthe conference.
Personally, some of the issues are mgrants. | feel | need to
t ake back and we need to nmove nmore into our policy settings.
And | think some of the broader human rights issues as well.

Can | just address the private sector question, not
about Europe obviously? But we have had sonme success with
busi ness in an Asia Pacific business coalition which is now
apart from being based in Sydney, set up coalitions in Papua
New Gui nea, | ndonesia, and Fiji, and certainly [inaudible] is a
maj or deliverer of assistance. The CEO of that group, the
busi ness coalition, is now in dialogue with Vietnam |ndia, and
China on sim | ar approaches. And these are just a totally
different way of getting at prevention and nobilizing expert
capacity to deal with popul ation groups on that issue.

Second |l ast, Sam from Australia on inmm gration.
Personally | do see it as a role to advocate on that and j ust
to remnd you, in Australia, people can walk across at low tide
from PNG to Australia, and they do carry unfortunately very
hi gh TB rates and an increasing prevalence of AIDS, so this is
in Australia, an awful thing, but also a sharp rem nder to the
Australian public of the relevance of these issues, and why you

have to assi st countries.
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And very finally, in terns of appointment, ambassadors
in the Australian system are appointed by the Head of State in
consultation with the Cabi net of the Government. So, in a
nati onal sense it is a quite powerful |evel of appointment. As
peopl e have picked up though, we are bureaucrats in a system
If I was to have a Mark Dybel [m sspelled?] type of appointment
t hat would be nice. | would much rather have the $58 billion
t hough. Thank you very nuch.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you. Well, you saw me
movi ng up to our Spanish coll eague, and asked if he wanted to
come in again, but he said he was prepared to listen to you,
Sigrun, for the sunmmary, so we have about five m nutes left,
and | believe that Sigrun will give us a very good summary of

this. Just to say fromthe Swedish side that of course it is

about coherence, about national, international policy, it is so
i mportant. We work under different mandates. M mandate is
the international work, but since what | heard here today and |

al so heard in other sessions, reference being mde to Sweden,
of course there are a nunber of issues that | will bring back
to Sweden also fromthis session, and the need to work on this
coherence matter. So, having said that, Sigrun, the floor is
yours.

SI GRUN MOGEDAL: Thank you, Lennarth. And of course,
It is inpossible to make a good summary of the w de thenmes that

we have, but just to put our discussion in sone perspective, |
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think first of all we need to agree that everything we talked
about is for a purpose. And that purpose is universal access.
So, whatever we talk about in terns of specifics, however

board, needs to be geared to and accountable to that purpose,
and | think we all agree on that. It is important to maintain
because there are voices out there that think maybe we are too
focused on AIDS and not on all of the other goals. This
conference and this conversation | think keeps on holding on to
a total commtnment to nove on the universal access and that is
t he purpose. We have also heard that in a sense we are at the
crossroads now as nmy French coll eague said, nultiple

st akehol ders. The world is not built around governnents only
anynmore. As it was when we created the UN, as it is within the
I nternational scene of negotiations and rel ations. It is as if
there is a new foreign policy. W have said AIDS has created a
new public health.

In a way, in this environment of multiple partners,
recognition of the voice of many players, | think in many
fields but definitely in AIDS, is an exanple of how governnents
need to teamup with others both in policy making and in
accountability and for that it is necessary with the right
mechani snms and possibilities to be in conversation. And a good
exanmpl e that we have not exactly nmentioned but indirectly is
that it is hard for NGOs to get into the UN when UN tal ks about

Al DS. Now it is not so obvious that governnents are here at
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the I AS conference to be in dialogue, so if we should take
seriously sort of the new environment, which |I think we wil
see nmore and nore indefinitely around private sector that we
heard, if you see where the energy is now in the AIDS response,
it is not with governments. Let us face it. The energy is
what we found here with youth, with comunities, with groups
i ke MSM | ama bit very glad the energy is not as strong
with the I DU constituency that apart fromthat, with women and
private sector. And | think what we al so have not heard that
much is how private sector industry in some countries where
t hey have relocated actually now are in the forefront of
| ooki ng at what they can do, not just for charity, but because
they need to do that for productivity, for their bottomline,
for being a good actor in their social environment.

So, let us look for that | eadership and build it into
this new environment with multiple stakehol ders. Then we
t al ked about the need for visibility. That not for visibility
of AI DS Anbassadors, but using those roles to make visible
I ssues that are easily covered over. Make stronger voices that
are easily not heard. We could talk about many of those
| ssues, but we have heard a willingness to give that
visibility. Ask the right questions, keep on consistently
exploring and giving because so often sone of these issues are

just put under the table rather than on top.
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Then we tal ked about coherence, consistency, and that
Is where we al so tal ked about a watch function for all of us,
but particularly for you. You are justified in keeping on
aski ng about coherence. W need to do that, but we need, what
t he governments do, what do politicians do, in these cases?
They respond when they see that there is a demand for that
response.

So, within this world of conmpeting priorities, that
demand, that watch, that consistent information about what is
happening is something that we need to work together on. W
have tal ked about | egal issues and the need for engagenment when
it comes to barriers to access. And part of what was said,
some of the nmopst invisible tends to be mgrants, particularly
t hose that are not legally there. And what we heard about the
need for informati on, access to treatment, travel restriction,
a maj or breakthrough. We know that in terms of inmm grant
| abor, | abor market, what is going to happen around m grants,
there will also be a conference in the Philippines soon.

So, taking the messages from here and al so there
bringing the consistence, crimnalization we have hardly
t ouched, but we know it is one of those issues where based on
the fact that there are barriers to access that need to be
addressed. So, the final word is the word conversation. |
think this conversation has been terrific. A |lot better than |

had hoped. And thank you for that conversation. And |let nme on
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behal f of those of us that are here, say we are ready to

conti nue that conversation, and |I know that our coll eague from
the US who would have |liked to be here also is interested in

t hat conversation. W are not always aligned. W use our

net wor k together also to inpact sonme of those issues where our
governments have different positions, but that conversation is
about the most healthy we can do. So, thank you.

LENNARTH HJELMAKER: Thank you, Sigrun. [Applause] And
since Sigrun has thanked all of you, let me also thank all of
you here, because it is great. This job to be an AIDS
Ambassador, in many ways | believe that is the nost interesting
job I have had, but also in many ways the nost chall enging job.
And because this touches upon so many things in the world and
In society. And you have rem nded us today even nore about the
conplexity. So, then it is so great to be a part of a group
li ke this and to have a dialogue in this group, so thank you
dear coll eagues for com ng here, thank you all of you for
com ng here, and let us continue to work together in the fight.
And for those of you who are free tonight at 6:30, come back to
this room for a good nmovie. Thank you.

[ Appl ause]

[ END RECORDI NG
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