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[ START RECORDI NG|

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: This very inportant discussion this
afternoon on travel restrictions on people living with H V. As
most of you know and | am sure you have received a booklet on
material fromthe conference, UNAIDS has been hosting a gl obal
task teamto discuss travel restrictions, short-term and | ong-
term UNAI DS is doing that after a nmeeting of the global front
at the end of |ast year, where this discussion has been going
on throughout the world for many, many years. It finally stick
with a very inmportant nmonment and we have the opportunity this
afternoon and tonorrow at the G obal Village to deepen our
di scussion on these issues and to hear different opinions on
these is Mariangela fromthe Brazilian Aids program and by ny
co-chair Torbjorn who is going to present the presenters.

I would just like to say a few nore words about how
are going to work this session, because we only have 1 % hours
and many speakers as you know and it is hard to keep trying.
One of our speakers will speak in Spanish so those of you who
do not know Spani sh, please pick up your earphones. |In order
to keep time we will allow one or two questions after each
speaker that will be answered at the end of the session.

It is now nmy pleasure to introduce ny co-chair. Pl ease
I ntroduce yourself.
TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you very much Mari angel a, ny

name i s Torbjorn Urfjell. | used to be the political advisor to
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the m nister of national devel opment in Norway and then | was
also in charge of the policy paper for the Norwegi an Al DS
policy concerning national devel opnent and the new policy
paper. | am now working as a strategist for the socialist |eft
party in Norway.

Let nme tell you all that this session is going to be
evaluated, so we will be handing out some questionnaires at the
begi nning. Please | eave themwith the volunteers when you
| eave the room so that we can make sure that conferences I|ike
this are even better next time, so we have good eval uati ons.

Let go directly to the first speaker. | am very gl ad
t hat here today we have with us Barbara Lee who is the
denocratic congresswoman representing California in the US
congress. She has for a long tinme been one of the | eaders
fighting H'V and AIDS both in the US and internationally. And
she has been successful in difficult surroundi ngs both in her
work for US participation in the global fund and now | ately as
the core authorizer for the reauthorization of the PEPVAR Act
t hat was signed by the US president | ast week. Congratul ations
congresswoman. We are | ooking forward to hearing what is
really happening in the US from you concerning travel
restrictions now. You know the process, the fight and which
steps should still be taken in the US to Iift the travel

restrictions. We are glad you are here and the floor is yours.

1, . . . .
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVI1l International Al DS Conference 4
8/ 5/ 08

REP. BARBARA LEE (D-CALIF.): Thank you very nuch for
that very warm i ntroduction and for this very spirited wel come.
| want to thank the International Aids Society, especially
Craig McClure for asking nme to be part of this synposium today.
Also | want to thank all of our panelists for being here, but
al so for your | eadership, because | know this is part of what
you do each and every day. This is your life's work trying to
stamp HIV and AIDS fromthe face of this earth, so thank you
all very much.

Let nme just mention a couple of things. First of all
this is actually my fifth International AIDS Conference as a
member of congress. | have been to every conference since |
got elected in 1998 and believe you ne, the information that |
receive here and what | learn in our interaction together hel ps
me when | go back on capitol hill to beat the drum to let ny
col | eagues know what nust be done by the United States in
Dur bi n, South Africa in 2000, where we were all chall enged
then, remenber it was to break the silence. | n Barcel ona,
Spain in 2002 we all pledged to take know edge and comm t ment
for action. In Bangkok, Thailand in 2004 we demanded access to
all. In Toronto, Canada in 2006 we declared that it was tine
to deliver and finally in Sweedodid [m sspell ed?] Mexico where
we are today and where the thing with universal action now,

t hat chall enges us to nove beyond rhetoric and act with the

urgency that this pandem c demands.
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Now each one of these International AlIDS Conferences,
as | said, has been especially valuable for nme as a nember of
congress. By interacting and listening to activists,
researchers, NGOs and community | eaders throughout the world
who are working to fight HI'V and AIDS, | have really been able
to both educate nyself about this disease and also, as | said
earlier, educate ny coll eagues and the United States congress
about it and I think that is why you see quite a bit of
bi parti san support, because | think this is one of the issues
that in the |ast eight years has been a bipartisan issue and
believe you ne, there is a |lot of bipartisanship in congress
t hese days. Each of these conferences has also provided a
rallying point around the very key issues that congress has
consi dered over the | ast decade. After Durbin we were able to
restore US gl obal AIDS funding that had been cut from our
foreign assistance bill. | was able, after 24 hours to get $42
mllion restored to that budget and that is a direct result of
the Durbin conference, a direct result

Bangkok provided us the inpetus to write the pat hway
act to focus on the needs of women and girls and to repeal the
33-percent abstinence until marriage policy of the Bush
adm ni stration, which we did in this PETVAR bill. We repeal ed
the 33-percent abstinence provision. And in Toronto we
resolved to finally take on the unjust, inhumane, and

di scrimnatory policy banning travel and imm gration into the
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United States for HIV positive people. You know when | was in
Toronto it was very interesting and | had conpletely forgotten
the fact that there was a travel ban and | was tal king about

| et us have an International AIDS Conference in the United
States and many of you canme up to me and said, what you are you
tal ki ng about, we cannot do that, there is a travel ban. |
said, oh nmy gosh, a travel ban, that is right.

So, | subsequently returned to Washington DC. | talked
to ny staff and I want to acknow edge Crystal Sintos, who is
here, who many of you know, who has been ny alleged director,
but has been on this from day one. W devel oped a strategy.

We began to discuss legislation to formally renmove the
statutory ban after the AIDS conference and we knew that the
task would be very difficult. Despite wi despread consensus
within the public health and medical community that there was
no justification for continuing the ban, the climte in

Washi ngton at the tinme was incredibly hostile, very hostile,
for any immgration related bill.

In fact, when we first began discussing the shape of
the legislation with some of our friends and conmmunities, the
I mm gration conmmunity and the H 'V AIDS NGO community, they
urged us not to move forward with the bill. It was really bad
at that time, but you know what | said, | said cease it whether
[ M sspell ed?] yes we can. Cease it whether [m sspelled?] that

Is what | said. Some people even urged an increnental fix to
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the problem They wanted us to let in orphans with H'V who were
bei ng adopted by parents in the United States, but we all know
t hat human rights are not won by appeasenent or incrementalism
That is not the way you win human rights fights and struggl es.

| want to rem nd you what Dr. Martin Luther King once
said. He said a dream deferred is a dream deni ed and we knew
that we had a responsibility to act and to finally try and put
the United States on the right side, mnd you on the correct
side of history. Somewhat surprisingly we were hel ped by the
presi dent who on World AIDS Day 2006 proposed stream ining the
HI V visa waiver process for short-termtourists. Clearly this
was a direct reaction to the difficulties encountered by
travelers to the Toronto AIDS conference who were transitioning
t hrough the United States.

So, working with a nunber of organizations in August of
2007 | wrote and introduced HR 3337, which was called the HV
Non- Di scrimnation in Travel and |Inmm gration Act and we began
the very slow process of building support for this bill, but we
started to build quite a bit of nomentum buil ding co-
sponsorship and working with the state departnment and the
adm nistration to develop our strategy on that. |In Novenber of
2007 the adm nistration finally proposed a rule to foll ow
t hrough on the president’s proposal to stream ine the visa

wai ver process.
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Now, ironically the backlash against this proposa
really hel ped generate further attention around the underlying
discrimnation band itself. Frankly, this hel ped our cause for
a full reveal. The G obal Fund board meeting in China in
Novenber was also very critical. For the first time the United
St at es del egation went on record in support of an official
board position encouraging all countries to nmove rapidly
towards the elimnation of travel entry restrictions for people
living with HIV.

| n December we made anot her huge breakt hrough. The
senate Heal th Education | abor and Pension Commttee | ed by our
great warrior Senator Ted Kennedy, held a hearing on PEPVAR
during which the issue of the travel ban came up. | think
al nost the next day we got a call from Senator Kerry talking
about this and saying that if we thought this made sense that
he would like to be the senate sponsor of the bill that | had
i ntroduced in the house. Senator Kerry’'s involvenment in his
wor k and getting bipartisan support from Senator Gordon Smth
to help remove the ban should not be understated. They were
remar kable in their efforts. G ve them a round of appl ause
because | know they have been very nuch leading in this.

At the sanme time as we were working on this bill we
were al so working on the reauthorization of PEPVAR with the | at
chai rman of the house foreign affairs commttee chairman Tom

Lant os and now, of course, Chairmn Howard Berman and we really
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did start to think that PEPVAR and this is sonetinmes how these
processes in the congress work, where you introduce one bil
and you put it in another bill, so we kind of thought that
maybe PEPVAR would be the vehicle to renove the travel ban and
accompl i sh several goals at once.

Initially, we were successful in including the |anguage
in early drafts of the PEPVAR bill in the house, but as the
bills started to nove we made a decision and this was a
strategic decision to renove the | anguage to avoid the
possibility of any m schief on the house floor and | think you
who are followi ng what takes place on the house floor see a | ot
of m schief taking place and we did not want to risk the PEPVAR
bill to the arcane procedural rules of the house.

So, in exchange we received assurances from our
| eadership that they would work to ensure that the ban was
repealed in the senate PEPVAR bill. Senator Kerry and Senat or

Smth along with work fromcomm tted activists, many of you

here did an incredible job, I nmean you did an incredible job in
getting the |l anguage into the senate PEPVAR bill and of course
you know the rest is history. | am trenmendously pleased to be

able to report to you that |ast Wednesday and | was at the
signing cerenmony, the president signed the PEPVAR bill which

i ncl uded of course the repeal of the abstinence only provision,
but also included an end to this 15-year statutory ban as part

of the PEPVAR | egislation, so that happened | ast Wednesday.
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| do not think that anyone in Toronto could have
predicted two years ago that the United States would repeal the
statutory ban on travel and inmm gration before we met again
here in Mexico City. But we believed it was worth trying and
nor eover we believed that under the right circumstances we
could do it again. We continue to say yes we can, se see puede
[ M sspell ed?] we have to know when it comes to issues of human
rights that our task is never over and we have to do everything
we can do to correct such major injustices still within many of
our |laws and though we have renoved the ban now fromthe
statute governing immgration into the United States, he ban
itself remains in effect by regulation. The difference nowis
that the Secretary of Health and Human Servi ces has the
aut hority and the discretion to renove this ban fromthe |ist
of di seases that trigger automatic inadm ssibility.

So, | have talked with the secretary and | feel very
confident that these regulations are going to nmove forward. |
am very confident, but to make sure this week Chairman Henry
Waxman and mnmyself, who chairs the governnent oversight
comm ttee and is doing a phenomenal job as it relates to HIV
and AIDS and Henry Waxman is not here, but let me tell you he
is a true |leader in our cause. W are writing to encourage the
president to overturn this regulatory ban on travel and

I mm gration as quickly as possible.

1, . . . .
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVI1l International Al DS Conference 11
8/ 5/ 08

So, if you are fromthe United States | urge you to
contact your nmember of congress and get themto sign onto the
|l etter. This is one of those things we have to do within our
own i nternal operations in ternms of what we do, Chairman Waxman
and nmyself, in | obbying, so you have to call your nmenmbers of
congress and if you are from outside the United States cal
your friends in the United States and get themto call their
members of congress. We need as much help as we can get. QOur
goal is to finally get rid of this discrimnatory policy once
and for all. It is our hope that this adm nistration will do
what is right and take the action to |lift the ban before this
presi dent | eaves office. And as we nove to finally end the ban
of the United States | am also here to help convince the
I nternati onal AIDS Society of course to bring an International
Al DS conference back to the United States, we want that And of
course | have to be parochial in this and ask that the
consi deration of Oakland, California as a site for the
I nt ernati onal AIDS Conference.

As we |l earned fromthe rel ease of the new estimates
fromthe CDC, our epidemc is really much bigger than we had
previously thought in the United States. Bringing the AlIDS
conference back to the US would help to refocus and
rei nvigorate the response to our own domestic AlIDS epidem c,
especially among the African American community and communities

of color; so that is another mssion that I amon at this
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I nt ernati onal AIDS Conference and |I just want to thank all of
you so much for your support, but nost of all for what you do
each and every day on the front |lines on behalf of the struggle
for justice, the struggle to end H 'V and AIDS and the struggle
to stamp it fromthe face of this earth. Thank you agai n.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you so nuch Congresswonman Lee
and congratul ati ons again. W heard that systematically hard
work gains results and that there is still sone steps to take,
but that we will succeed in the end. As Mariangela nentioned
we will make room for two questions after each speaker. They
wi Il not be answered directly and | can only see the
m crophones in front, so people have to nove up to the
m crophone. The first two people that nmove to the m crophones
in front, and there is one person there comng to this
m crophone and then there is another one. Those two people will
be able to ask questions and they will be answered after al
t he speakers. Please ask your questi on.

M CKI MONGOOLI: Hello, my name is M cki Mongooli, | am
from Attericus [m sspelled?] for youth in Washi ngton DC and
first I just wanted to thank Barbara Lee as a young woman, for
all the work you have been doing both domestically and abroad
with reproductive rights and sexual reproductive rights and the
nmovenment, but my question is with the upcom ng el ection, what
shoul d our demands be for our future president when it comes to

sexual |y reproductive rights movenment, as young activists and
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as young people who are directly affected by the pandem c,
t hank you.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Okay thank you for a very specific
questi on. What should Obama or McCain do on sexual and

reproductive health and rights? Then the next question pl ease.

MALE SPEAKER: | ama US citizen living in Canada and |
do not have a question, | have a comment. First, | would |ike
to thank you congresswoman Lee for what you are doing. It is
greatly appreciated. | would hope that you would take back to

your coll eagues and to the president and explain to themthat
I s does not just affect people outside of the US. | am forced

out of my country because of this ban.

I n 2000, | nmet a Canadi an who found out he was HIV
positive. | was running a support group for HV positive gay
men. We fell in love. As a PHA nyself | knew | could not stay
in my home country. | amvery bitter towards my country ri ght

now about that and | hope for a day when | can return because |
| ove nmy country very dearly. | just am very upset with ny
governnent. Thank you.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you for that and for telling
us that even though you are not affected yourself you can be
because of your friends and your | oved ones.

Ckay we will nove on to the next speaker and the

speakers that will come now have all been part of the task
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team the International Task Team on HIV rel ated travel
restrictions which have been placed in Geneva.

Our first speaker is Susan Tinmberl ake. After graduating
Iin Long she has dedicated her career to work in different UN
positions and human rights issues related to refugees and al so
AIDS. She is now in UNAIDS and she is a senior human rights
and | aw advisor. She was also the co-chair of the task team
and she will talk on the |ack of public health rational for
travel restrictions. So please, Susan the floor is yours.

SUSAN TI MBERLAKE: Hello everyone. | am going to just
see if | can handle this technology. What | amgoing to talk
about today is the public health rationale behind these travel
restrictions and | want to say out front that | am not a public
heal th expert, so | am going to |l ook at the issue through the
| ens of | aw and human ri ghts.

Why do we care about the public health in relation to
travel restrictions? Well, we do it because it is in the
|l egitimate authority of sovereignty for governments to limt
entry in residence based on public health issues and there are
usually two reasons for Iimtations on public health in terns
of travel restrictions. One is the public health and one is
possi bl e econom c cost related to age and support.

Now, there are limts on limts on human rights and
these are the imts on what governnments can do when they try

to limt human rights so all this is to say that the

1, . . . .
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVI1l International Al DS Conference 15
8/ 5/ 08

restrictions rmust be for a conpelling objective |like public
heal th and they must actually achieve that objective and they
must do it in the |least restrictive means possible. But, from
the very beginning of this issue back in the 80's these travel
restrictions were enacted largely in the 80's and they were
enacted | argely out of ignorance, fear, prejudice,

di scrimnation, and already then the WHO began to put together
expertise on these restrictions and they held an expert
consultation in 87, they issued a statenent in '88, also in
1996 the International Guidelines on HV and human rights
decri ed against travel restrictions and then you see that the
initial findings of the task team also say that they are not
rationally related to achieve public health goals. This is
what was said on the international guidelines on H V and human
ri ghts.

Now, | am just going to go back to the previous slide
just to say that it is interesting to note in the WHO st at ement
they said, rather than screening international travelers
resources nmust be applied to preventing HIV transm ssion anmong
each popul ati on based on information and education. That
becomes significant now.

OCkay, so | said, what are we dealing with here are we
dealing with public health or are we dealing with prejudice and
I gnorance? Basically, it should be said out fromthe begi nning

that the fear of transm ssion | the public health context in
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terms of travelers or mgrants is based on the assunption that
people living with HHV will act irresponsibly and this is a

hi ghly prejudicial assunmption with all types of inplications.
First of all the assunption ignores the message of nutual
responsibility for sexual health and it also fuels stigm and
di scrim nation.

Now travel restrictions, first of all let me just say
we call themtravel restrictions for a short hand. They are
actually restrictions on entry, stay, and residence, so they
not only inmpact people who are traveling for short periods, but
al so for people who are traveling for mgration, people who are
seeking asylum students, all these people are prevented from
nmoving if they are HIV positive. The fact that these
restrictions were created at a tinme when they were trying to
keep HI'V out of countries, actually they created themtoo | ate.
HI V was already in almost every country when the travel
restrictions were inposed, but note that they were just inposed
on non-nationals, not on nationals. Nati onal s conprised the
| argest nunmber of people noving across borders.

Yes, nobility did spread HIV across the gl obe, but it
was | argely spread by nationals, not non-nationals and yet HIV
related travel restrictions targets non-nationals as those who
are to blame for the spread of HIV. Okay this same fear is
continuing today. This is a quote from a newspaper at Qatar

| ast nmonth. You see it is a very interesting quote, it says
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they are horrified that a section is of society which is the
newly recruited workforce, the workforce from outside the
country is contributing to the spread of disease in the
country. They want these newly arrived enployees to be taken
for a medical check within three days of arrival. They are
very concerned that the famlies who recruit these domestic
wor kers from abroad failed to do so and they feared that this
poses a danger because the workers have direct contact with the
fam |y menbers, especially children. Now, | am not sure here,
what does this nean? Are the worried that the actual touching
of children, touching the inplenents of food passes H'V or are
t hey worried about sexual transactions? | do not know but is
shows that this fear is driving this issue today.

| want to say quickly, whose public health are we
tal king about? The restrictions are ostensibly to protect
nati onal s public health, but what has happened in fact is that
t hey have replaced proven efforts to protect nationals public
heal th t hrough actually giving theminformation and services
and conmmodities in the context of travel so that they will not
beconme infected while traveling and bring infection back to
their country. They certainly do not protect the health of
non-nationals; they are |linked to mandatory testing. The
testing has not |inkage to any sort of treatment, counseling,
or support and usually results in either denial of entry or the

person being thrown out and nothing is done about the
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i nfection, about protecting people fromHV infection while in
destination countries.

So, we recomend broad restrictions based on public
heal th concerns. | am goi ng quickly here because ny tinme is
running out. We need to overcone these restrictions and we
need to overconme the continuing perceptions that they protect
the public health. We need to overcome the ignorance and
di scrimnation that informs them We need to work with nore
parliamentarians and we salute the congressman Lee for her
I ncredi ble work and we need to bring together the health
officials and the immgration officials to be able to have an
i nformed di scussion about this and finally we need to hold
countries accountable to their comm tnments. The decl arati on of
comm tnment countries agree to at |east put in place the
prevention programs for m grants and nobile workers, and we
need to make nobility and HIV a part of universal access,
ensure that those who are engaged in nmobility, nationals and
non- nati onal s have full conprehensive programs that will help
reduce their vulnerabilities and provide themwi th treatnent,
care and support.

| just want to end by saying that when we had out | ast
task team meeting in the worlds tourism organization, which is
a UN organization in Madrid and they told us that |ast year in
2007 alone 900 mllion people in one year crossed boarders as

tourists and they define tourists quite widely to include
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students and people who are com ng for business and everyt hing,

but anyway 900 million people cross boarders; $900 billion were

spent by these people. They have done all these surveys

regarding all the various threats to nmobility right now, noney,

food security, fuel costs and they found that people in today’s

world view nobility as a human right. They view it as an

I ntegral part of their life. So it is time to realize that

t hese di nosaurs of discrimnation to take the form of keeping

out 33 mllion people living with H 'V have to go. Thank you.
TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you so nuch, Susan. We again

give up the possibility of two quick questions if someone has a

guestion on public health. [If not we will nove on. Maybe we
will move on and then have a nore vital discussion afterwards.
Okay, if someone now m sses Lillian Mworeko on the

program unfortunately she did not get her flight from Africa,
so that is why she is not here. So, we will nopbve on. Our next
speaker is Grace Relucio Princesa. She is fromthe Philippines.
She has been a diplomat for nmore than 20 years and she has been
working with mgration all over the world. She is here as an
excell ent choice as the co-chair of the group on long-term
travel restrictions and she will now share her experiences with
us. Thank you and wel come Grace.

GRACE RELUCI O PRI NCESA: Friends and fellow activists,
I n our fight against HV travel related restrictions, a

pl easant good afternoon to you all. | am very honored and
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pl eased to be here and | would like to thank the International
Al DS Society for bringing me today in order for me to share the
experiences of a country of origin for international | abor

m gration.

| will start by giving you a little background of ny
m gration, fromthe Republic of the Philippines. W have had a
massi ve outfl ow of overseas Philippine workers or FWs since
the 1970’ s, especially through the M ddl e East and some
devel oped Asian countries, which as you know now have mandatory
testing, as Susan just said, in Katar and other gulf countries.
We have an estimated eight mllion m grants abroad. Labor
i mm grants categorized as follows: 40-percent overseas
Phi |l i ppi ne workers; 35-percent permanent m grants; 25-percent
undocumented. The Philippines is considered to be one of the
| eadi ng countries of managed m gration where the top five
countries of origin and number one for seafarers. W are al so
top five for remttance receiving countries, which becomes 13-
percent of our GNP.

Let nme give you an overview of the AIDS situation in
the Philippines. W had our first case in 1984 and today our
total registry as of April 2008 is 3,238 cases, 34 percent of
whi ch are OFWs, especially seafarers, and some | and based
wor kers only because they are given the mandatory testing.
Froma | ow and sl ow description of the status of HIV in the

Phi |l i ppi nes during the 1990s until the year 2004 | ocal experts
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now | ook at the possibility that HIV is hidden and grow ng.
The Philippine National AIDS Council, or PNA, a nmulti-sexual
group created by the Philippine National AIDS Act to oversee
Its concern in the Philippines, reports that H 'V infection in
the country has been significantly rising since 2000 with an
average of 20 people being infected with the virus every nonth.
The current rate of new cases reports it is at least twice that
observed in the 1990s. Sexual transm ssion remains to be the
most conmon, 93 percent.

Now, for the good practices, the protection of |abor
m grants and immgrants is very inportant for the Philippines
and we have two laws to help us do this. First, we have the
M grant Workers and [inaudible] Filipino Act of 1995, which
states that the [inaudible] approach conposed of the Depart ment
of Foreign Affairs Labor, Social Wrk, and other concerned
agenci es should provide for social security, econom c, and
ot her | egal support services for our workers abroad, including
pre-enpl oynent, pre-departure, onsite, and upon return
services. On the Philippine AIDS Prevention and Control Act of
1998, this Philippine | aw nmandates educati on and awar eness
rai sing on H'V and AIDS anmong m grants, which is inscribed in
the AIDS | aw.

And, specifically it states, all overseas Philippine
wor kers: diplomatic, mlitary, trade, the |abor officials, and

persons to be assigned overseas shall undergo or attend a
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sem nar on the cause, prevention, and consequences of HIV and
Al DS before certification for overseas assignment specifically
and | would like to cite it. The Philippine Foreign Service
has been cited as a good practice for it provides intensive
pre-departure HIV orientation for its personnel.

For GOOD = Broken Dreams. | would |ike to show you a
book made by Action for Health Initiatives currently in
Phi |l i ppi nes, Asia, and we have one of the directors here M ss
Mal u Marin [m sspell ed?] who spoke yesterday, which is entitled
“For GOOD.” It chronicles the |life stories of Filipino m grant
workers living with H'V and Al DS, which gives you the human
face of this infringement of their human rights and what
happens when OFWs are HIV positive, their dreans are broken.

First of all their rights are violated when they are
not allowed to | eave and declared unfit to work due to their
HI V status in the [inaudible] during the work permt and VI SA
application procedure. Once tested positive they are not
allowed to | eave at all after having sometinmes sold their car,
sold their souls to be able to go out, and, then upon testing
on arrival and sem annually to renew their work permts. Once
they are found to be HIV positive, as you know, they are
deport ed.

But, on a positive note, the HIV positive Filipino

wor ker decl are thenselves to the [inaudible] officials the
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Depart ment of Health has issued to them a confidenti al
procedure to give themtreatment and counseling upon arrival.

So, what are the next steps and chall enges for a
country like the Philippines? Firstly, we should harnonize
policies between origin and destination countries, especially
on mandatory testing. W should engage, initiate with other
| i beral [inaudi ble] countries and international regional for
di scussi ons on mandatory testing of m grants since according to
current Asia the practice contravince [m sspelled?]

I nternational guidelines and national loss on HIV testing by
totally disregarding to establish best practices of consent,
confidentiality, counseling, and referral to treatment and
support services. |t mkes countries that do not mandate
testing |like the Philippines as an unwilling accomplice to this
mandat ory action, and also to remove the definition of HIV
positive persons being unfit to work.

And, we should support the engagenment of the
Phili ppi nes as a nmenber of this very good international testing
on travel related restrictions. On the AIDS | aw we shoul d
engage the private sector in pre-test and post-test counseling.
Li kewi se, we should support the present Departnment of Labor
Practice of integrating HV education in maritime schools.

Al so, the foreign posts will proactively request post countries

for information on HIV rel ated deportations, especially in
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areas with high nunmber of seafarers and overseas Fili pino
wor ker s.

Lastly, we should inprove our integration for HV
positive OFWs and seafarers by establishing |inkages between
service providers, networking, establishing protocols, and
bui | di ng capacities. Thank you and mobohai [m sspelled?].

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you very much. Sonme of what I
heard is that m grant workers are specifically vul nerable for
i nfections of HIV and that consequences of knowi ng your
positive status is inpossible to bear when conbined with the

travel restrictions. Much nore was said, but this was one of

the points | got. Again, if you want to ask questions there
are two m crophones in front here, otherwise we will nmove on.
Okay, our next speaker will speak in Spanish and use the slides
i n English.

So, that nmeans that if you have your headset you are
wel | covered, if not you can see this as a test on your
oncom ng Spanish skills and the speaker is Anbassador Rodrigo
Siman, he is a Pediatric with |ots of experience fromthe
America’'s. He is commtted to health policy and advocacy
I ncluding solidarity funds for health and as the executive
director for the EI Sal vador National Conm ssion for the Fight
of AIDS. He is an HIV AIDS Anmbassador and board member of UN
Al DS and he will share the experience of reversing |laws on HV

related travel restrictions. The floor is yours.
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EMBAJADOR RODRI GO SI MAN SI RI: Thank you. Sorry, but
we are in Mexico and we are tal king about Latin American
countries so | prefer in Spanish, thank you very much.

[ Spani sh | anguage]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you so nuch, Enbaj ador Si man.
Agai n, what | heard now anmong others was that governnments need
to work hand in hand with civil society, nedia, and business,
and al so accept to be influenced by them That testing and
active approach gives results in decreased infections. And he
al so showed us an exanple of active |eadership that it is
possi ble to be president and at the sane tine be active in
fighting against AIDS. So, that is great. Questions? The two
m crophones in front. Please go directly to the m crophone and
present your question. Yeah?

M GUEL COVI LLAS: Hi. M nane is M guel Covillas
[ m sspelled?] and | am from Canada, but | am going to ask this
guestion in Spanish to M. Rodrigo Siman. [ Spanish |anguage]
Gr aci as.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Yeah, thank you for the question on
security. And then the second question is there.

EMBAJADOR RODRI GO SI MAN SIRI: [ Spanish | anguage]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you so much for the question
about refugees. You are a little bit ahead of your tine,
because M. Richard Elliott is unfortunately not able to

att end. But we have had himreplaced very well with Joseph
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Anmon that will be able to answer the sanme questions. So, it
will be well covered. W will nopve on to the next speaker.
There is one trying to get the question on the back. [If you

want to ask a question you should conme to the m crophones in

front. We will make you ask the question. Yeah.
GARY MOYER: | am sorry. | am Gary Moyer [m sspell ed?]
from [inaudi bl e]. My question is as for the presentation | saw

that there are people on ARV [m sspelled?], the therapy, in
five years as we increase, and people on ARV in ElI Sal vador.

So, nmy question is that in fact is it that treatnment has been
given free, or people are becomng in the AIDS stage that you
put them on ARV. So, what is the difference? Wiy is there an
I ncrease of, a very big increase for five years, people on ARV?
Thank you.

TORBJORN URFJELL: | did not get all of that questi on,
but | am sure that you did. And the questions will be answered
in the end of the session after all the speakers have spoken.
So, we will cut there because it was open for two questions.
You can ask questions later on. Okay. The next speaker is
Shaun Mellors. He is from South Africa. And he is living with
HI V. He has been activist for nmore than 20 years hol di ng
different positions nationally and internationally. He is now
a senior advisor on human rights and people living with H'V in
the I nternational HI V/AIDS Alliance. He is also a comunity

del egate, a menber from the Community Del egation to the G obal
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Fund Board and he has personally experienced travel
restrictions. He will give us a picture of the history of the
fight against travel restrictions and how the G obal Fund and
the AI DS conferences have developed in this issue. So, please,
the floor is yours, Shaun Mel |l ors.

SHAUN MELLORS: Thank you very much. Thank you very
much, M. Chair. | nmust say | feel a bit Iike Madonna with ny
earpiece. So, if | break out into song and dance, please feel
free to join nme, but please remain in your seats as well,
because | am currently disabled. So, | will be sharing two
exanpl es that denonstrate the inpact that mobilization, strong
| eadership, and effective efficacy can have on changi ng an
I ssue, particularly with relation to the International AlIDS
Conference and the G obal Fund board neeting that was held in
China last year. | amsure we all know about the history of
the International AIDS Conferences. The Unites States first
I mpl emented a ban on travel for people with HV in the |ate
ei ghties which spurned a ot of activismfromactivists in the
San Francisco conference. And the |AS fortunately reacted very
swiftly and to the | aw and decided to nove the 1992 conference
to Amsterdam  Since then the I AS has not had a conference in a
country that does not allow people with HI'V to enter the
country. And that is because they firmy believe in the
principle that an AI DS conference w thout the involvement of

people living with HV is unethical. So, | am pleased to see
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t hat Barbara Lee has called for the next conference after
Vienna | suppose to be in California. But we |ook forward to
the | aw being repeal ed properly before then.

In the planning of AIDS 2006, which was in Toronto, it
emerged during the planning in 2004 that new Canadi an policy
requi red declaration of H'V status on visa application forns
for short termvisas to travel to the conference. The IAS
again came to the table and fortunately worked with the
Canadi an government, |ocal hosts, civil society organizations
I ncludi ng the Canadian H 'V and AIDS | egal network to change the
policy which was deenmed to be discrimnatory and wi thout public
health justification. The policy changed in |ate 2004 prior to
the I nternational AIDS Conference. It is inportant to note as
wel |l that the International AIDS Society was prepared to nove
the Toronto conference if the | aw was not changed in time for
the I nternational AIDS Conference in 2006, and they had
actually gone as far as reserving the conference center in
Geneva.

So, the policy was strengthened in 2007 to reflect the
Al DS 2006 Toronto experience, and the | AS policy is the I AS
will not hold its conferences in countries that restrict short
termentry of people living with H'V, and/or require
prospective HI'V positive visitors to declare their HIV status
on visa application forms or other docunentation required for

entry into the country.
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And then we nove to another country that currently has
travel restrictions with people living with H'V and Al DS,
China. |In preparation of the G obal Fund's 16'" board meeting
whi ch was held in November 2007, there was concern raised by
the Community’'s del egation about entry requirenments into China.
At the time questions related to health conditions including
whet her a person had HI 'V appeared on the |anding card. There
was initial agreement between the Gl obal Fund and the Chinese
authorities that board menbers attending the board neeting
woul d not have to fill out the |anding card, but unfortunately
on the 1% of the Septenmber 2007 the Chinese authorities
i ntroduced a new visa application form which had the same
guestions about health status on the visa application form
The Community’s del egation together with the two other civil
soci ety del egations, which are the Northern NGO [ m sspell ed?
56: 32] del egation and the Southern NGO [ m sspell ed?],
del egati on decided not to participate in the G obal Fund board
meeti ng and under the new visa application form We had been
in discussion with a nunber of civil society groups in China in
the run up to this decision. The G obal Fund | eadership head
al so started | ooking at possi ble other venues to host the board
meeting as they did not want to host the neeting wi thout civil
soci ety del egati ons.

We were, however, commtted to finding a way for the

meeting to take place since it was difficult to retract the
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visa application form and the del egations together cane up
with the follow ng requirements for our participation in the
meeting. A high level meeting in Beijing between the

| eadership of the Gl obal Fund and the Chinese authorities, a
timeline fromthe Chinese authorities as to how |l ong the

| egi slation will take to change, a policy fromthe Board that
we woul d not hold meetings in countries with HIV related travel
restrictions, a public statement fromthe | eadership of the
Fund in neetings about travel restrictions, and the
establishment of a task team to address the issue of HV
related travel restrictions. The Board came up with the

foll owi ng Board deci si on. The G obal Fund to Fight AIDS, TB,
and Malaria will not hold Board or Commttee neetings in
countries that restrict short termentry of people living with
HI V and Al DS and/or require prospective H'V visitors to declare
their H'V status on visa application fornms or other
documentation required for entry into the country. All the
requi rements were met with the exception of the timeline. The
Chi nese authorities have since renoved the questions on the

| andi ng card, but sadly the questions still remain on the visa
application form and we are still waiting for the |egislation
to go through the sl ow wheels of bureaucracy. There was a
recent announcenent that the ban on people with |leprosy will be
lifted and we hope that the sanme will also happen for people

living with H V and Al DS.
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Whi | st we appl aud and wel cone; to concl ude, whilst we
appl aud and wel cone the news around the US ban, we nust rem nd
ourselves that there still remains a |ot of work to be done
around lifting the ban and indeed inplementing it, especially
for those of us who have been classified as crimnals under US
| egi sl ation for obtaining visas fraudulently and for those
Il1legals who still live in the country. Thank you for your
time. [Appl ause]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you very much, Shaun. You
showed us that reaction and to stick to your principles is
I mportant to show that discrimnation is not acceptable, that
choosing your host is a good tool, and that it can be possible
to use your power to push for change, because all governnments
are afraid of not-get-with-its. You al so showed us that this
needed to get followed up to get actually results and not only
lip service. Questions? The two m crophones in front.

Ot herwi se we nove to the | ast speaker. Yes?

FEMALE SPEAKER: | actually do not have a question and
it is not even a conment on the recent presentation.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Could you speak up a little bit,
pl ease?

FEMALE SPEAKER: | just with the revoking of the ban on
travel, | think it is great news. But | also want to know t hat
this is all done in the garb of restoring human rights and it

has taken the US al nbst 20 years to restore human rights to the
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nost margi nalized population. The US still has to have its
first woman president. Yet it is marching into many countries
all in the garb of restoring denocracy, restoring human rights

to those countries, and while a suggestion of having an Al DS

conference in the US may be great, | do not think |I for one
will be attending it until the US apol ogizes for all its

m sdoi ngs, for all its getting into other countries w thout a
care or a dam for human rights outside the US soil. | just

wanted to make that known. [ Appl ause]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you for that comment on human

rights. Okay. Now | am going to our |ast speaker. And | have
| ost my coments because there is a replacement. Sorry for
that. It is Joseph Anon. Wit a mnute. Joseph, | think

will have to |et you introduce yourself. But | am very gl ad

t hat you are able to on very short notice come here and step in
for Richard Elliott that could not approach. Thank you very
much. The floor is yours.

JOSEPH AMON: Wel |l thank you, and | am very happy to be
here. MW name is Joe Anon. | amthe Director of the Health
and Human Ri ghts Division at Human Ri ghts Watch. | am an
epi dem ol ogi st by training, but also a menber, a new nmenber of
t he UNAIDS reference group on HIV and human rights. W have
heard al ready that HIV specific travel restrictions are bad

public health policy. W have heard fromthe audi ence that
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they are not proper famly values. In ny talk I am going to
present that they are not in accordance with human rights | aw.

HI'V specific travel restrictions have pervasive
effects. A student living with HV cannot study abroad.

At hl etes are prevented from conmpeting. W have heard about

m grant workers who are required to be tested and then deported
and separated fromtheir famlies. There was a news article
not | ong about a Peace Corp volunteer fromthe US who was
conducting HI'V education in Ukraine who was not allowed to stay
In the country once he becane infected hinmself. And there was
a news article about a famly that could not travel to Di sney
Land in the US because their child was HIV positive.

Travel restrictions affect people in different ways,
and affect people living in very different circunstances. But
what unites themis their experience of discrimnation and the
violation of their human rights. States can legitimtely
regul ate and restrict entry, but nust do this according to
I nternational human rights |law by applying these restrictions
in non-discrimnatory and non-arbitrary manners and while
states can restrict entry based on public health criteria, this
criteria nust be based on evidence and effectiveness and adopt
the | east restrictive approach necessary. Just as restrictions
exclusively based on cancer status, on physical or nmental
di sability, on high cholesterol, or heart disease would be

considered discrimnatory, HIV specific travel restrictions are
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al so. These restrictions result in violations in the right to
freedom of movement, but they also result on an inmpact on

I ndi vidual s’ rights to work, to education, to play, to the

hi ghest attainable standard of health, to seek asylum to
dignity, and even to |life. Let nme say again that states do
not, let me say again that state do have the right to regul ate
and restrict entry. But in our increasingly global world,
discrimnatory restrictions, restrictions that have no public
heal th basis, that are bluntly and uniformy applied, based
upon outdated notions, grounded in fear and ignorance have no
justification.

Governments have commtted in the 2001 Decl arati on of
the Comm tment on HIV/AIDS, and again and again in subsequent
declarations to fight stigma and discrimnation and it is
i mportant to say that these restrictions pronote and perpetuate
t hat stignma.

In the plenary session this nmorning, Dr. Myron Cohen
said that in terms of HV vaccines, failure is not an option.
And he turned to the Gates Foundation and assured the audi ence
t hat the Foundati on would surely pay for continued vacci ne
research until we have had success. In terms of HIV specific
travel restrictions we nust say the same thing. Continued
human ri ghts abuses are not an option. And | would like to
hope to think that the Gates Foundation would feel as strongly

about assuring that human rights are protected and respected as
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t hey do about finding a vaccine. As Congressman Lee said in

t he opening session, recognizing that HIV specific travel
restrictions violate human rights law will not automatically

| ead to an end to these restrictions. W need action and
accountability. There are nmore than 67 countries that have
some form of travel restrictions, and that is sinply
unacceptable. W need to raise our voices and denmand

| eadership fromthe United Nations, fromthe Wrld Health
Organi zation to categorically declare that no evidence exists
that these restrictions are effective public health measures.
Leadership from UNAI DS and The G obal Fund to work at the
country |l evel towards legal refornms. And fromthe

| nternational AIDS Society and all international organizations,
to continue to refuse to hold meetings about HI 'V in countries
with these restrictions. W need | eadership fromcivil society
and from government to elimnate these barriers inmmedi ately.
Thank you. [ Appl ause]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you so nuch, Joseph Anmon. And
al so thank you for helping me out. | do not, and representing
the Human Ri ghts Watch here. | do not know if you nentioned
your PhD in epidem ol ogy, but it is really good that you are
here and that you could cover that part of the issue. M notes
said that you conpared also HIV to other diseases, and that our
knowl edge of HIV as a virus and not as a pest followi ng alien

means that you should also cover it as a disease when it cones
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to human rights. So, that is inportant to have that with us
when we nove on forward. Questions now? Please go to the
m crophone.

MALE SPEAKER: [ Spanish | anguage] | want to speak in
Engli sh, pardon me, Spanish.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Partly Spani sh.

MALE SPEAKER: Yeabh.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Let us know.

MALE SPEAKER: [ Spani sh | anguage]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Okay. Thank you for the questions.
They were, | will have to translate because this is also partly
for Barbara Lee, and she did not get it, but the question was
on travel agencies, whether you could push for |egislation or
sonmet hi ng, what could be done in Congress to not continue the
way travel agencies have mandatory testing before they sign out
tickets and so on. So, that was the question. And then a | ast
guestion, was there? Please nove to the m crophone.

FEMALE SPEAKER: She wants to know a questi on.

TORBJORN URFJELL: Okay, please nove to the m crophone.

FEMALE SPEAKER: [ Spani sh | anguage]

TORBJORN URFJELL: Thank you for the question on drugs,
whet her it should be possible to bring in drugs. And because
you were already there, you will get the |last question now.

Pl ease?

FEMALE SPEAKER: [ Spani sh | anguage]
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TORBJORN URFJELL: Okay. | do not think it is possible
to make the speakers answer that question, but | can refer to
this very good panphlet which is produced answering questions
on who holds travel restrictions. This |ooks Iike a green

passport, and it is produced now also as a byproduct of the

task teammork. It is very informative and it is possible to
get it. It was al so handed out in all the bags when you
regi stered here. And | am al so sure that many people will be

happy to answer that question afterwards for nme. There also
was a press conference yesterday on the issue.

MALE SPEAKER: And it is in Spanish, too. W have it
i n Spani sh.

TORBJORN URFJELL: It is also in Spanish. Ask the
organi zers of the conference for it in Spanish if you need it
i n Spani sh. Okay, now Mariangela, it is your job to answer and
make everyone answer.

MARI ANGELA SIMAO:. On tinme. Because we have like ten
m nutes and we have sonme very interesting questions put to sone
of our coll eagues here on the table. And | would |like to add
Congresswoman Barbara Lee because sone issues that were raised
by the plenary are mainly directed to you. But one question
very clear, will H'V positive people have to disclose their
status when they fill in a visa application? What is going to

happen to that?
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REP. BARBARA LEE, (D-CALIF.): Well | hope not. But
agai n, we have not seen the regulations. And believe ne,

Chai rman Waxman [ m sspell ed?] and nyself will conmmunicate how
we believe this application should read and that that should
not be part of it.

MARI ANGELA SI MAC: Can you react, because there were
sonme issues that were raised by the plenary-?

REP. BARBARA LEE, (D-CALIF.): Well, the reproductive
heal th rights?

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Sexual and reproductive rights.

REP. BARBARA LEE, (D-CALIF.): Yeah, what the next
presi dent should do?

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Yes.

REP. BARBARA LEE, (D-CALIF.): MWhat should be on the
top of the next president’s agenda with regard to reproductive
heal th rights?

MARI ANGELA SI MAO. Yes, that is a good question.

REP. BARBARA LEE, (D-CALIF.): Well, okay, this is ny
personal opinion now, but also this is what | will be working
on with the new president. First we need to repeal the gl obal
gag rule, the Mexico City | anguage. |[Appl ause]

Gl obal gag rule. | do not; | believe that health
provi ders throughout the world should be able to counsel women
with regard to all of their reproductive choices including

abortion. [ Appl ause]
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Secondly, | think we need to go back to PEPFAR and we
need to | ook at ways to integrate our strategies as it relates
to fam ly planning and HI V/ Al DS counseling and what have you.
It needs to be nore of a comprehensive approach. That did not
happen in this previous PEPFAR. Thirdly, | believe it is
I mportant to elimnate the prostitution pledge [m sspelled?] in
PEPFAR and | woul d ask the president to support that effort.

[ Appl ause]

Fourthly, | believe that there should be support and we
are introducing legislation for an international violence
agai nst women act, and | think the president should support
t hat . So, we could coordinate all of our efforts, USAID
efforts, state departnment efforts, to address wonen’s
enpower nent, gender violence, gender inequality, and | think
that is essential, that we incorporate that as part of our
devel opment strategy. On the donestic front, in the United
States, for those of you who do not know, during the Clinton
adm ni stration there was an absti nence only provision
instituted in the welfare reform act of 1996. This in essence
denies funding to states in the United States for no prograns
ot her than abstinence only. M state of California said forget

the funding. We want to teach conmprehensive sex educati on.

[ Appl ause]
So. So, what | hope the new president will do is work
with me to support ny bill, it is called the Responsible
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Educati on About Life Act. Be for real, in other words. And

all ow states federal funding to teach conprehensive sex
education. Right now, 70 percent of the new infections anmong

t eenagers or African American teenagers. 65 percent of HIV

I nfected newborns are African American newborns. And so we
have to teach our young peopl e conprehensive sex education, how
to prevent the transm ssion of HIV and AIDS, and how to prevent
unwant ed pregnanci es.

Al so on the domestic front we need to | ook at harm
reduction as it relates to IV drug use, and we need to repeal
t he ban on cl ean needl e exchanges. That has to happen.

[ Appl ause]

And finally on the domestic front, | would encourage
the new president to support what the Black AIDS Institute is
calling for and that is for a donestic PEPFAR. W need it in
Anmerica al so, because too many people are dying in comunities
of color, especially the African American comunity because of
the |lack of investnment of resources, the lack of a national
Al DS strategy. And that is what the new president should do.

[ Appl ause]

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
Rodri go, Embaj ador Rodri go, can we have your input on the
| ssues that were raised?

EMBAJADOR RODRI GO SI MAN SIRI: [ Spanish | anguage]
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MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Graci as, Enmbajador. [ Applause] Can
we have some brief coments from finalize, Susan, want to make
some final comments?

SUSAN Tl MBERLAKE: Al right.

MARI ANGELA SI MAO:  Just one m nute.

SUSAN TI MBERLAKE: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
| just want to thank all of you for comng and | wanted to say
t hat we have given you a little bit about the international
task teamon HV related travel restrictions. And the point of
the task team was to bring together governments, civil society,
and i nternational organizations to really highlight this issue
whi ch should now go away. W have tried with the task teamto
conme up with some tools for people to use in their own work,
and | hope this little passport will be a useful one in that
regard. And at the back of it it says about things that you
can do against travel restrictions. The task teamw || cone
out with its conclusions and its recomendati ons by the end of
the year. They are going to be presented to UNAIDS and to the
Gl obal Fund and we will make that available to those that are
i nterested. But the real point here is that an international
task team cannot do too nuch about a highly national issue.

So, what the next steps require, | think, is incredible
activism and advocacy at the national l|level. And national task
teanms involving people living with H'V, |egal groups, human

rights groups, and AIDS service organizations. Both to attack
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travel restrictions that your own country m ght have and that
are inpacting those who are trying to cone there to visit or to
wor k. But also to fight against travel restrictions that may

be i npacting your own citizens who are trying to go out of your

country. So, | hope that this session will be a help for you
and that this little book and other materials that we will nmake
available will be a help, because |I think the next step is

nati onal action against travel restrictions. Thank you.

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Thank you, Susan. [Applause] Grace?
Woul d you |like to make a final comment? You are alright. Yes.
Oh [inaudi bl e].

GRACE RELUCI O PRI NCESA: Yeah, okay. Thank you. Yeah,
| would |like to second what Susan said. |In fact, the fight now
will be at the national fronts. And as we promsed | think in
our last neeting in Spain, we tried, there was a human figure
t here, Susan, yeah? W called himTiti? Yeah. So, | said the
head for nmore know edge, the hands for nore advocacy materi al s,
and the feet to go where we need to go, and the fighting field
now i s the national AIDS policies on HIV related restrictions.

So, as | have said earlier, in the Philippines, and |
was telling ny coll eague earlier, | would be doing my own
advocacy for the Philippine foreign service to really do a
[ i naudi bl e], more education, and nore outreach to the
countries, and to this mandatory testing, and so that will be

my assignment for nyself, so | would |like to challenge the
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governnents here and the civil society. This is nmulti-
partnership, as we know that. So, we need to be together at
the national |evel. Thank you. [Spanish |anguage] [Appl ause]

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Thank you, Grace. Shaun?

SHAUN MELLORS: I think that the inportant thing for us
to remember is that there are still about 11 or 12 countries
t hat have entry restrictions for people living with H'V. There
are further 67 | think that have some kind of travel
restriction against people with HI'V. And the only way that we
are going to change it is through the conm tnment of people
sitting in the audience, as we have seen through strong civil
soci ety action, through comm tment from governments, and from
strong | eadership frominternational agencies. So, we ask you
to commt to it because after all it is a human rights issue as
wel | . So, yeah, thanks.

MARI ANGELA SI MAO: Thank you, Shaun. Joe? Do you want
to say final but not, l|ast but not final words?

JOSEPH AMON: Thank you very much. | just want to say
that this issue underscores the relationship between health and
human ri ghts, and the negative inmpacts on health from human
rights abuses. But it also is just one part of the
di scrimnation that people living with HV face. And our
efforts on this front are just the start of an effort to conbat

discrimnation in every formand in every face that it presents
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itself. And so | hope that we are on this journey together.
Thank you.

MARI ANGELA SI MAO:. Thank you, Joe. [Applause] My co-
chair, please—

TORBJORN URFJELL: Yeah, since our time is out, | think
Il will only say that we have been able to cover all the
di fferent perspectives on travel restrictions, showi ng that we
have t he evidence we need to make them go. And we see results
that they are. We get rid of themin the United States as the
one very good exanple these days. W were |ucky about the
timng. Maybe it was also the way it was meant from the US
authorities, | do not know. But we have covered the ful
perspective. W have taken notes, many of us, and there w ||
be good reports. So, | think that this was very productive in
maki ng us nove forward when it comes to travel restrictions.
[ Appl ause]

MARI ANGELA SI MAO:. Before |I thank all the speakers and
my co-chair, | would just like to end this session by saying
t hat we have been seeing throughout these years |ots of
di scussions and trends on blam ng the individuals, HIV positive
peopl e, of our epidemc. And now there is a new trend of
crimnalization of HI'V positive people. And actually travel
restrictions are one of the faces of this trend that conmes and
goes. And | would like to pick on what Susan menti oned when

she said that we share a responsibility. | represent a
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government. Many of you al so represent governments. But we,

t he government, are run by societies and societies vote.
Peopl e vote for governments. So, we should make, it is our
shared responsibility, government, civil society organization,
and people who live in a society, to make the changes. And we
are on our way to make changes regarding travel restrictions.
Thank you very much, and we invite you all to the, there is
anot her discussion on travel restrictions tomrrow at 5:00 at
t he gl obal village. Thank you very nuch. [ Appl ause]

[ END RECORDI NG]
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