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[ START RECORDI NG|

PEDRO CAHN, M D., PH.D.: Di sti ngui shed guests, friends
and col |l eagues, | am Pedro Cahn, Director of Fundaci 6n Huésped
in Argentina and an | AS Presi dent and Co-chair of the 17'"

I nternati onal Conference.

TRANSLATOR: [ Spani sh | anguage]

PEDRO CAHN, M D., PH.D.: But by putting in place
coasted, benchmark prograns that grounded in both human rights
principles and sound public health [appl ause] that meet the
needs of men who have sex with nmen, injected drug users and sex
wor kers. [ Appl ause] And on that note, | challenge you and

member states to work with all the populations at risk for HIV

some of which, 27 years into this epidemc, they are still to
name. It is time to challenge the tyranny of ignorance and
denial. It is time for |eaders of all kinds, political,

religious and community to help nmove this group in fromthe
mar gi ns of society to the center of the gl obal response to HIV.
It is time for political courage, not time for political
experience. And that means fighting the gender inequality,
homophobi a and poverty, which continue to drive this epidemc.
We can and we nmust do better.

It has al ways been the role of the International
Conference to chall enge our governments and our | eaders to neet
their moral and political obligations. This happened at the
Dur ban Conference in 2000, where speakers denounced the

nonstrous inequity and treatment access between rich and poor
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nati ons. |t happened in Bangkok in 2004, where people began to
demand access for all in treatment, care and prevention. It
happened at the Toronto Conference, where we demanded that it
was a big time to deliver on the prom ses made by the

i nternational community.

And it will happen again here, in Mexico City, where we
are demandi ng uni versal action now. This conference is the one
gl obal forum where we are able to make an honest | ook as equal
partners, | eadership, science and comunity, including youth
and nost inportant, progress we have made and the barriers we
continue to face. W can and we nust do better.

In recent nmonths, there has been a growi ng wave of
opposition to increasing resources devoted to AIDS. Despite
t he tangi ble progress in saving |ives and healing the sick in
t he poorest nations of the world, critiques claimthat HI V-
targeted funding is creating nmore problens than it solves, that
this funding could be better spent on directly funding health
systems, that we who have worked so hard on H'V for so | ong
know what the critics seemto have forgotten. W have al ways
known that we need nore funding, not nore conmpetition. W know
t hat health systems were weak and under resources |ong before
the AIDS epidem c shifted forever the approach to global public
heal t h.

Bef ore we demanded an end to the inequities that had
been taken for granted for decades. W know that buil ding

clinics and | aboratories, training health care workers and
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working with mnisters of health to deliver HIV prograns neans
a stronger health system for everyone. Wth those on-going
efforts devoted to integrate TB, sexual and reproductive
heal th, primary care and perinatal health into HIV services.
This should never, ever be a question of either or, but
of how we can work together to benefit everybody need. It is
time for collaboration, not time for conpetition. [Appl ause]
We can and we must do better. We need to strengthen the
evi dence regarding the benefits of antiretroviral therapy roll-
out. The Sydney Declaration called for nore operation research
In conjunction with [inaudible]. W need to follow that path
in order to ensure that solid evidence continues to drive the
response to HIV.
We need to push for nore and better basic clinical,
epi dem ol ogi cal, social and political sciences research to
better understand and respond to underlying social, political
and econom cal forces driving the epidemc. And, as | said in
my in-comng statenment in Toronto, in particular, | would Iike
to ask all stake holders not to forget the region where | come
from and where this conference is taking place. Latin America
and the Cari bbean are also suffering the consequences of the
Al DS epidemic in the context of poverty and marginalization.
The two mlIlion people living with HV in this region
must not be excluded from our shared gl obal agenda. [ Appl ause]
We can and we nust, absolutely nust, do better. Too many lives

depend upon us. Too many |lives have already been | ost,
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countless nore are in peril. And we are doing better. W are
appl auding the United States governnment for passing the PEPFAR
reaut hori zation bill, which includes lifting the 20-year ban on
travel at immgration to the U S. by people living with HIV.

[ Appl ause]

We now | ook forward to the final removal of HIV from
the Iist of communi cabl e di seases that ban visitors entering to
the U.S. It is an enormous victory for U . S. A and
I nternational advocates, including the International AIDS
Society, who have worked tirelessly for years to delete the
synmbol of discrimnation and stigma. It also chall enges ot her
countries with policies and laws restricting the entry, stay
and residence of people living with H'V to end these practices
I mmedi ately. [Applause] As we said |ast year in Sydney, we have
to stop HIV, not people living with H V. [Appl ause]

Dear del egates, | want to thank all the donors who
supported this conference, international and nultil ateral
organi zations, the Federal Mexican government, the governnment
of Mexico City and other bilateral government donors, private
f oundati ons and the maj or pharmaceutical industry sponsors, ny
friend and co-chairman, Luis Soto-Ram rez and the many, many
here of society and scientific | eaders here in Mexico who have
pl ayed an integral part of conference planning. Thank you for
support, your collaboration, your wi sdom and your patience in
maki ng this historic conference happen. | al so want to express

my gratitude to the | AS Executive Director, Craig McClure and
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his wonderful staff in Geneva and in Mexico for their talents
to beckon support.

The | AS has been on the front line in the struggle for
access to prevention and care, for increased investment in HV
research and for increased access to research in devel oping
countries. Along with many of you here, we have raised our
voi ce agai nst stigma and di scrim nation, denouncing soci al
i nequity as a major driving force of this human tragedy and
speaki ng on behalf of thousands of HIV professionals around the
wor | d.

| am sure that we will continue on the sanme path under
our new President and president-elect. So, | want to wel conme
Julio Montaner, a visionary physician and tirel ess patient
advocate, who will become | AS President at the close of this
conference. And for those of you who are not yet aware, it is
al so a great honor to welcome Elly Katabira, from Kanpal a,
Uganda, who will become President-elect at the close of this
conference in two years, the first I AS President from Africa.

[ Appl ause]

Dear friends and coll eagues, serving as |AS President
for the past two years has certainly been one of the major
honors in nmy life. As | l|leave this position, | do so know ng
that | am part of a nuch | arger movement of individuals who are
not content to let things continue as they have in the past.

Al'l of you here tonight and the many who are watching

tonight’ s opening over the internet have dedicated our lives to
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action and change. Together, let us work to ensure that

Uni versal Action Now is not merely a slogan used during the
next five days, but it becomes the guiding principle for
community, scientific, political |eadership in the years ahead.

Let us re-double our effort and make our dream cone
true. We shall overcome this tragedy and stop the epidemc.
Good ni ght and on behalf of I AS, thank you very nuch for being
here. [ Appl ause]

LU S SOTO- RAM REZ, M D.: Good eveni ng, ny nane—

HOST: [ Spani sh | anguage]

LU S SOTO- RAM REZ, M D.: —2008 Co-chair and
I nt ernati onal Aids Society Governing Council Representative for
t he Region of Latin America and the Cari bbean. | hope you al
have an opportunity to experience the warnth of our hospitality
both during and after the conference. And | would particularly
| i ke to wel come you to my home town of Mexico City. Welcome.

[ Spani sh | anguage] [ Appl ause]

While | was watching the mariachis, | feel so proud to
be Mexican and | renmembered the day Pedro called ne and said
Mexi co got the conference. Thank you, Pedro. It has been an
enor mous opportunity for Mexico, for Latin America and for
mysel f. [ Appl ause]

But, first of all, | would like to thank the Mexican
Federal Governnment, M nister Cordova, thank you very nuch

[ appl ause], the Mexico City governnent, our national
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uni versity, my institution, Instituto Nacional de Sciencias
Médi cas y Nutricion Salvador Zubiran and many, many ot hers.

| would like also to thank our major industry sponsors,
Abbot, Bebbinger [m sspelled?], Bristol, G axo, Merck, Pfizer,
[i naudi ble]. All these conpanies and institutions are
[ i naudi bl e] supporters of this conference. And on behalf of
t he conference coordinating commttee, | offer you our thanks
for your contribution and your support in making Al DS 2008 a
reality.

We in the Latin American and the Cari bbean region have
waited a long time to host International AIDS Conference. And
| am delighted that we now have the opportunity to share our
successes, our challenges and our hopes for the future at this
17th International AIDS Conference.

We have made inmportant progress in the response to HV
here in Latin America. Several countries of this region have
chal l enged the idea that treatnment could only be accessible
[audi o gap] to |lower top prices to breach the gap between the
North and the South.

The result is that 62-percent of people in need of
antiretroviral treatnment in this region are covered, the
hi ghest in any devel oping region. But, although this is
I mportant progress, we know it is not enough. It is time to
bring drugs to everyone in need, regardl ess of who they are,
where they live or how nuch they earn, it is time for universal

action now. [Appl ause]
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Yet, drugs are alone are not the answer. We need the
| aboratories, health workers, and strong health systens to
support the long-term care needs of people living with HV in
this region. W need to strengthen coll aboration between
governnents, civil society and the scientific community to
deliver the prevention care and treatment interventions
required to make a difference in every country of this region
and in every corner of the gl obe.

Thi s means chall engi ng head on the stigm and
discrimnation that continues to hanmper our progress agai nst
t hi s di sease. In this region, where men who have sex with nmen
continue to bear the brunt of the epidem c, that means
chal | engi ng homophobi a everywhere in our society, in government
policies, in healthcare settings in our famlies and yes, in
our churches as well. [Appl ause]

We should remember that HIVis a viral infection, not a
moral infection and even less, a political one. And we nust
pay attention to where the epidemc is going as well as where
it is today. Here, in our corner of the world, infections are
I ncreasi ng among injecting drug users and through heterosexual
transm ssion, affecting nore and nmore femal es.

Here, as in other regions, HV disproportionately
affects the poor and disenfranchi sed, especially sex workers,

I ndi genous people and mgrants. [Applause] It is time for all
of us to hear this message, to understand our conmmon humanity

and to reject the politics of division, of prejudice. It is
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time to end the stigma and discrimnation that driving this
epi dem c.

Preserving human rights is another key for HV
prevention. It is time for universal action now. Wth an
estimated 2 mllion people living with H V/AIDS in region, AlIDS
2008 wi Il attract unprecedented attention, high profile
activism and worl dwi de medi a coverage. | hope this wl
translate into the new i nvestments and col | aborative research
required to meet the growing challenges in this region.

At this conference, Latin American and the Cari bbean
wi || showcase many good exanmples in the response to HI V. I
hope you learn fromus as we have |earned from you over the
years.

As a sample of this, | would Ilike to informyou that we
have a total of 23,000 participants, the highest ever for a
conference in a devel oping country [applause], but especially,

t he hi ghest ever of Latin American representatives, 5860.

[ Appl ause] Thank you. We have more than 100 [inaudi bl e] al
over the world, with another 20,000 participants. This is the
| egacy of this conference.

We received close to 11,000 regul ar abstract
subm ssions and over 400 | ate breakers. Of those, nmore than
7,500 will be presented. Moreover, for the first time in these
conferences, Latin America and the Cari bbean was the region

with the second | argest nunber of abstract subm ssions. Thank
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you to all the people fromthis region for your support and
wel come Latino Americans and Cari bbeans. [ Appl ause]

Whet her you participate in person, by our [inaudible]
or online, | hope you would enbrace the team of Universal
Action Now. Now, as if it were your own, by increasing your
personal comm tnent to the fight against AIDS and by not
stopping until we end this epidemc.

Wel come to Mexico, welcome Africa, welcone Asia and the
Pacific, welcome Europe, welcome U S., welcome Canada, wel come
everyone. [ Spanish | anguage] Thank you.

HOST: We now present the Mexican Secretary of Health,
Dr. Jose Angel Cordova Vill al obos.

JOSE ANGEL CORDOVA VI LLALOBOS: [ Spanish |anguage]

TRANSLATOR: Good evening, distinguished guests here at
this very important conference, nembers of the civil society
organi zati ons, nmenbers of academ a, scientists, congress
participants, | would like to welcome you all to Mexico.

It is a great honor for me to welcone you, to wel cone
all the delegates and | would also |like to thank you for your
tireless commtment to combating the HIV pandem c.

Today, we gather together to pay tribute to those who
have died fromthis disease and to recognize all of you for
your tenacious and on-going effort to achieve a world
permanently free fromthe harm caused by HV. My this 17th
conference give a voice to everyone, those living with HIV,

academ a, politicians, the indigenous peoples, sex workers,
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churches, nurses and volunteers in community organi zations; the
voice of all society.

Let us make the new tools and strategies that we have
found available to stop the devastating effect of the Human
| muno-deficiency Virus on individuals and in society. My
this conference also be useful to recognize the chall enges
which still have to be overconme and to make up for the setbacks
t hat, unfortunately, continue to persist.

The control of the epidem c requires elimnating
stigma, discrimnation and homophobi a. [ Appl ause] Remai ni ng
sil ent about these problems is one of the greatest barriers we
face. Our voice nmust be heard | oud and cl ear. It is time to
elimnate prejudice and exclusion surrounding HI V. [Appl ause]

JOSE ANGEL CORDOVA VI LLALOBOS: [ Spanish | anguage]

TRANSLATOR: To decrease HIV negative di sproportional
effects on wonen and the fem nization of the epidemc in
certain areas of the world requires the comm tnment of
governnments and society to eradicate unequal gender relations
and vi ol ence toward women because both of these increase
women’'s vul nerability to HIV. [Appl ause]

JOSE ANGEL CORDOVA VI LLALOBOS: [ Spanish |anguage]

TRANSLATOR: Only with conprehensive sexuality
educati on based on scientific principles will we succeed in
providing informati on and knowl edge to enmpower our youth to
protect thenselves. As the director UN AIDS said a few days

ago, there has been a substantial increase in the HIV
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prevention efforts and treatment, but that is not enough. The
Al DS epidem c is not over. There are still five new infections
for every two people who are newly added on treatnment.

We know that there are no easy sol utions. It is for
the benefit of our boys and girls, adol escents and the youth,
for the new generations that we nust strengthen education for
prevention. Two days ago in this city, the mnisters of health
and education of Latin Anerica and the Caribbean met to
finalize common comm tments and these agreenents are refl ected
I n Mexico's declaration called, “Prevention with Education.”

The governnments of the regions have commtted oursel ves
t o advancing toward comprehensive sexuality education. | would
| i ke to take this opportunity to invite other regions of the
world to support and join this declaration. [Applause]

JOSE ANGEL CORDOVA VI LLALOBOS: [ Spanish | anguage]

TRANSLATOR: May this conference also be a call for a
shared social responsibility fromthe pharmaceutical industry.
Hi gh cost is one of the greatest threats to universal access to
antiretroviral therapy in our nations. OQur governments are
commtted to guarantee universal access, but the conmm tnent and
the solidarity of the conpanies —some of the conmpanies that
produce and sell these drugs, is still not enough.

Evi dence of this, is the disproportionate prices for
the same drugs anong the countries of our region. W require
prices that are both affordable and fair. [Applause] W al so

recogni ze that the availability of medicine is not the only way
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to reach whol esone access to healthcare for people living with
HI V.

We must work together to acconplish appropriate
treatment and inmprove the quality of care, both at the
techni cal and human level, in order to achieve rational use of
medi cation. Only a collective commtment by all the nations of
the world, by all the governments, civil society activists, the
fundi ng agencies, the pharmaceuti cal conpani es, patient
organi zati ons and health workers, only by joining together wl
we reach the m |l ennium devel opment goal to achieve
conmprehensi ve care and universal access to antiretroviral
t reat ment.

In closing, allow me to pay tribute to the renowned
epi dem ol ogi st, Jonat han Mann, ten years after his death and |
gquote, “That we are gathered here today to discuss AIDS is
itself a historic event. |In the face of this gl obal emergency,
we cannot give AIDS a grace period and the opportunity for the
preventi on nust not be lost, thus we nust assume our collective
and historical responsibility to take action now agai nst a
wor | dwi de epi dem c, whose ultimte scope and di mensions, we
cannot yet predict.”

The awareness of our collective strength hei ghtens our
sense of responsibility. The global challenge which |Iies ahead
will truly demand the best of all of us. Let us work together

to eradicate HIV and AIDS fromthe face of this new m ||l enni um
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It is true the time has come for universal action now.
[ Appl ause]

Ladi es and gentl enmen, participants, at the 17th
I nternati onal AIDS Conference 2008, | hope you have very
producti ve days. Once again, | would like to welcome you to our
country, Mexico. Mexico is grateful and opens the doors to its
home to you and the doors to its heart to you as well.

[ Appl ause]

HOST: The Executive Director of the Joint United
Nati ons Programme on HI V/AIDS, Dr. Peter Piot, will now deliver
t he openi ng key note address.

PETER PI OT, M D.: [Spanish |anguage]

TRANSLATOR: Good evening. | amindeed pleased to be
here at the first International AIDS Conference in Latin
America, a region that showed the world that it is feasible to
offer antiretroviral treatment to devel opi ng nations and where
some countries have proven that it is possible to attain
uni versal access; a region in which the mnisters of health and
educati on pronounced a declaration of Friday prom sing
education for young people in school concerning the reality of
Al DS and sexuality. [ Appl ause]

PETER PIOT, M D.: But since all Latin Americans seem
to be speaking English, this conference takes place as we enter
a new face in confronting AIDS. A new face because we now have
results, results on a |large scale. For the first time, fewer

peopl e are dying of AIDS and for the first tinme, fewer people
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are becomng infected with HI'V. For the first time we have
empirical evidence that our brilliant coalition can nove
mount ai ns. A uni que and diverse coalition present here in this
auditorium This is cause for great encouragenment.

But, it is not cause for conplacency and it is
certainly far too early for declaring victory because the end
of AIDS is nowhere in sight. Everyday al nost three tinmes as
many people becom ng newly infected with H V as those who start
taking anti-retroviral therapy.

We will set ourselves up for denoralization and failure
I f we base our strategies on the illusion that the end of AIDS
can be achieved any time soon. Globally outreach, |ocal and
personal inmpact, the epidemc is evolving in a fast-changing
envi ronment .

Conpel ling issues have risen up the gl obal agenda.
Econom c recession, growi ng social inequalities, energy and
food crisis. Our challenge today is to position AIDS in this
context, to sustain and build on the gains we have made, while
ensuring that new attention is paid to other major issues.

But, the epidem c has evol ved, too.

HI 'V infections are rising in some countries where we
t hought prevention had been successful and new epidem cs are
appearing. For exanmple, among men who have sex with men in
many Asian cities, anong drug users in parts of Africa. So,
| et us never forget that the epidem c could still bring us new

surprise as it has done so many times already.
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If we are going to get ahead of this epidemoc, it is
time to come to terms with conmplexity. Whatever you may read
In some journals today, even in scientific journals, there is
no shortcut in H'V prevention. Those who claimthat we just
need two or one or two things to prevent HIV and those who say
that we can forget all about involving communities are playing
with fire. [Appl ause]

Sinplifying what is conplicated can be as counter-
producti ve as conplicating what is sinple. Conbination
prevention, just |ike combination treatment is the only
feasi bl e option and anything else is, frankly, irresponsible.
Conmbi nati on prevention means finding the right m x of
activities for each |l ocal epidem c and conbi nation prevention
means nobilizing for social change.

No nore stigma around HIV, no nore honophobia, no nore
ostracism of sex workers, no nore gender-based violence. And
here | salute Mexico’'s anti-homphobia canpai gn, one of the
bol dest and nmost creative in the world. [Applause] And it is
high time that every country in the world resolutely embraces
the full spectrum of pharm reduction anong injecting drug users
[ appl ause] because not doing so will only perpetuate the spread
of HI V.

Worl d | eadership on AIDS is nmost crucial for HIV
preventi on because it neans tackling many controversial and

often deep-rooted beliefs. HIV prevention now requires the
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sane | evel of passion and activismthat have driven the
successful novement for treatnment.

And | also urge scientists and funders to continue our
efforts to develop an HIV vaccine on the mcrobial side. While
at the sanme tinme, broaden the HIV prevention research agenda,
whi ch can only be multi-disciplinary and should pay nore
attention to operations research and eval uati on.

In the long run, we know that the best way to stop
people dying fromAIDS is to reduce infections in the first
place. But in the meantime, the treatnment inperative remins
as strong as ever. Because | et us never forget that this is
about people. Because is about entitlement to l|ife.
Entitlement is good. It is entitlement to life.

One of the main | essons of providing antiretroviral

therapy to mllions of people is that we should never wait
until systens are fixed before we act. Because | know what
woul d have happened to the 3 mlIlion people on antiretroviral

t herapy today if we would have waited. Most would have been
dead by now.

And a second lesson is that there is now grow ng
evidence that AIDS action has becom ng a true engine for
strengt hening health systens [appl ause]. Such strengthening
will be even nore vital to expand access to treatnment for
decades to cone.

Friends, the diversity of our coalition, while working

for a commopn set of goals has al ways been one of our greatest
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strengths. Now that we are entering this new phase, unity wl
needed nore than ever because our task is |long, conplex and
al ways controversial to calm

If we are to sustain a robust AIDS response over the
|l ong term we do not only need unity, but we nust al so enl arge
our coalition, which means reaching out far nore to those who
are strengthening health systens and are in charge of drug
control. |t means buil ding stronger |inkages with those
wor ki ng on tubercul osis and sexual and reproductive and
mat ernal and child health. And above all, it means invol ving
far more young people. The ones that will lead the fight in
the future. [Appl ause]

But, nmy friends, remenber we have got a m nd of our
own. Broadening the coalition must not come at the expense of
t he non- negoti oabl es of wal ki ng across sectors, involving civil
society, and people living with H'V, grounding our action in
science, rooting all we do in human rights and focusing on
results for people.

We must categorically reject any attenmpts to so-call
normal i ze AIDS or treat the epidem c as just one of many
medi cal problems. Now, nore than ever, do we need an
exceptional response and nothing | ess than an excepti onal
response.

Considering the resource inplications of expansion of
treat ment and prevention access over at the |east the next

decade, it should be clear by now that there is not too nmuch
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noney going to AIDS, but too little. And it is in that context
that the decision by U S. Congress to re-authorize PEPFAR, with
$39 billion for AIDS alone and signed | ast Wednesday by
President Bush is a truly historic deed. [Appl ause]

The | ong overdue listing of the | aw banning people
living with HI'V, as Pedro said, is another terrific bonus of
all of this. W should celebrate it and make sure that every
single country in the world that is still having this ban
abolishes it as soon as possi ble. [Appl ause]

It is the conbination of building on our results today,
I nvesting in research, broadening the coalition and re-
i nvigorating political |eadership that gives us the strong
foundation for a long-termresponse. Because, |et us be
realistic, we have done the easy bit.

| f we thought the first phase was hard, and it was, we
must prepare for an even tougher time ahead, which will be |ess
tough if we work together in a unified coalition.

To conclude and to quote the great Caribbean poet, Bob
Mar |l ey, [appl ause] yes, “Get up, stand up, stand up for your
rights. Get up, stand up, do not give up the fight.”
[ Appl ause] Yes and that is what we will do and that is what |
will do, never, ever give up the fight. Thank you. [ Appl ause]

HOST: Ladi es and gentl enen, M ss Mony Pen. [ Appl ause]

MONY PEN: Buenos noches. | am standi ng here today
representing the White House [inaudi ble] who in reality even

after nore than 25 year of AIDS, asks their person [inaudi bl e]
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serious challenges. | become involved in HHVin work in 2003
followi ng my husband death from H V-related illness. He died
because he had no access to HIV treatment. After his death,
when | began to face the reality of living with H'V, | lost ny
j ob because of the stigma and discrimnations that exist in ny
country and in every country in the world.

| refuse to beconme a victimof to such pity. | propose
i nstead of remaining a productive nmember of nmy society and |
decided that | need to contribute to changing the reality of
others of living with H'V. People should not die and
especially fromHIV infections. All people, including nme, have
the right to dignity and respect. [ Appl ause]

Since then |I have nmet and worked with other positive
| eader from around the world. People have made a firm
commtment, as | have, all of us fromdifferent cultures,

di fferent backgrounds, different religions, and different

countries. But, all of us made a commtnent to survival and to
creating positive change. Here as | also think that | |earned
and that | would like to share with you today.

It is a firmreality that in nmost countries, political
comm tment on HV is still lacking. Governments do not place
HIV as a priority on their [inaudi ble] agenda. Nor do they add
| ocat e adequate funding from business than their small pockets.
[ Il naudi bl e] quality of AIDS care, treatnment, and support to
people living with HV are often only enmpty prom ses. And

governnents are not aware of that support to people living with
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HI V nust involve much nmore than just providing antiretroviral
treatment therapy medicines. [Applause]

In my region of the world, as in Africa and Eastern
Eur opean countries, many people living with H'V are also co-
infected with hepatitis and tuberculosis. |In recent years, |
have seen countl ess nunbers of people dying nmostly fromthis
co-infections. Last year, | got into the UNAIDS report,
approxi mately 300 thousands of people die from Al DS-rel at ed
di sease in Asia and [inaudible], the country where | cone from

So, how many nore deaths are recogni zed? In every one
of your countries, discrimnations continues to threaten the
| i ves of people living with HI'V and those nost at risk of HV
Infections. | have spent number of [inaudible] government
policies and it is not in our practice that support this
di scrim nation.

For exanple, let me tell you what is happening in
Cambodi a today. An anti-trafficking |law, supported by an
I nternational movenment on trafficking, has had har nf ul
consequences. The inplenmentation of the policy have resulted
in [inaudi bl e] and our rights of sex workers along with other
vul nerabl e groups |ike transgender people, nmen who have sex
with men, drug users and al so beggars. These people have been
wrongly arrested by authority and take to the police stations
where they are photographed and detained and often subject to

sexual and physical abuse, m streatment and [i naudi bl e].
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Al'l of this nust stop now. [Applause] | have seen
harsh vi ol ence agai nst women and policy has disastrous
consequences on the lives of wonen and their famlies. Many
HI V positive women with children spend off their resources
hel ping their husbands during his illness. After his death,
his wi dow are left with nothing, penniless and have | ost a
spouse to HV. They |lost their reputation and the respect of
the community. And finally, because of this, their children
are unable to go to school and the famly is destroyed.

| have yet to see any governnment can claimit has

reached uni versal access when peopl e cannot access
conprehensive services and realize their full rights to human
dignity and conpassion. It is a sign for me. Here are ny
suggestions on how all of us here can work together. Let our
governnents to nmove from | eaps of faith into real action.
[ Appl ause] Each governnment need to be better understand its
HI V i npedi ments in order to provide quality services that neets
t he needs of AIDS citizens.

Only then, they will accountable to their prom ses.

Pl ease take note, accountability at our level is very, very

I mportant. Let us direct our energies to fighting the |Iaws and
regul ati ons that uphold HI V-related discrimnation as well as

| aws that discrim nate agai nst vul nerable groups. Let us work
with those people who are nost inpacted by HI V [inaudi bl e]

policies that rights by human rights.
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To [inaudi ble] effort to have reduction strategies and
to deliver up treatnment, care, to part [m sspelled?] and
preventi on prograns that meet the needs of communities’ people.
Let us |l ook at the profit treatnment industries. Let us
reconsi der barriers on current [inaudible] laws for |ife saving
services.

There are countless reasons this policy exists but in
the end, the complications of global business trade and
[i naudi bl e] aws | eads us in thousands of death of every single
day. Let us open our eyes to reality of poverty. HIV/AIDS
treatment medication are vital to me and mllions of people
around the world. But, they also need food and jobs for
survival. Governments need to integrate [applause] in
generation [m sspelled?] activity into their next nmonth
[ M sspell ed?] HIV response. So, people living with HIV/AIDS
they can have a job to survive. [Appl ause]

Let us support our governments to strengthen their
system and ensure people have had access to routine bl ood
tests. Then let us nonitoring tools [m sspelled?] HV virals
and resistance testing as well as other HIV/AIDS-rel ated
services. These also should include screening for pregnant
women vitally available H 'V testing services, sexual and
reproductive health prograns, condons, [inaudible], needles,
access to new and nore treatnment, modern [inaudible] for HIV as

well as co-infections. And integrate this service please.
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Lead our governnents to value their health care
providers by providing themw th sufficient training, means and
salaries. Let us make certain that government, NGO s,
agencies, clinicians and pharmaceutical conpanies cease to
[i naudi bl e] of us living with HV in antagonistic manner. W
are here as your actual partners in this struggle.

Conmmit your resource to engage in as a partner,
investing in us is investing in the future. |[Applause] Let us
col l aborate for meani ngful conmmunity involvenents and all of us
I nvol ve us as designers of policies. This will then make us
I mpl ementers, nonitors, and evaluators. Do not treat us as the
victim Over the last 25 years of HIV [inaudible] of mllions
of people, in spite of this, we have still acconplished much,
but we have so nuch nore to do. Rise up with from your seats
with me, stand up if you are with nme, mllions of other people
living with H'V, in the quest for universal action now
Gracias. Thank you. [ Appl ause]

HOST: The fornmer President of Botswana, His
Excel | ency, M. Festus Mogae. [ Appl ause]

FESTUS MOGAE: Friends and fellow participants in this
I mportant conference, good evening. Usually, | will begin by
properly greeting heads of states, mnisters, directors of
organi zations, and so on, but today | greet you all as ny
gl obal brothers and sisters who share the sorrow of AIDS and
t he hope of overcomng it. To all in the audience living with

and affected by HIV and AIDS, | say wel cone.
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Together, on the eve of this great global conference,
| et us take a nonment to | ook back and see how far we have cone
from fear and ignorance of this frightening disease that
si ckened and took our friends and relatives. Consider the
knowl edge and the tools, the 25 years of painstaking research
that is put in our hands. Three mllion people on
antiretroviral therapy worldw de is not just the greatest
public health achi evement of the new century, it is a tribute
to all of you. W have fought so hard to understand the HIV
virus and to make avail able the drugs that are saving lives
today. | salute the activists, the researchers and doctors
who, together, have made history. | want to salute and
acknowl edge the | eading role of pharmaceutical conpani es of the
wor|l d who are often mali gned.

Ladi es and gentl emen, over one mllion of those people
who started therapy for the first time last year did so in the
continent of Africa. [Applause]

In Africa just a few years ago, it seened inpossible to
consider giving antiretroviral therapy to anybody. It was
t hought that the drugs are too expensive. There was fear that
the patients would not understand the conpl ex regi nens, that
there would be an epidem c of resistant H V. And yet country
after country has proven the [inaudible] is wong and delivered

the service to its people.
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Today in nmy country Botswana al one, a hundred thousand
people are receiving antiretroviral therapy—al most 90 percent
of those who need it. [Applause]

| salute the | eaders and the policy makers who have
comm tted thenselves to bringing AIDS therapy to Africa. |
sal ute our international partners and the dedicated individuals
who have brought assistance and resources from so many
countri es.

Only 15 years ago, no one in any country knew how to
protect their baby from being infected with HIV if the nother
was living with the virus. When we first introduced the new
preventive drugs, uptake was slow. But we persevered and
persisted. Today in Botswana, transm ssion of HIV to babies
has dropped to 4 percent, [applause] a level that is
confortable to that in much weal thier devel oped countries with
much smal |l er epidem cs.

| salute the managers, the nurses and the counselors
who have made this happen. But mpost of all, | salute the
not hers who in the face of fear, stigma, uncertainty, and often
| ack of support fromtheir many [m sspell ed?] partners, have
done everything they can to protect their babies and famlies.
[ Appl ause]

| believe we have all come to this conference because
we share a profound commtment to preventing new i nfections,

extending treatment and care to all people with H'V, and
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mtigating the inmpact of AIDS. Our efforts are unprecedented
and our successes are real and inportant.

In recent years, as Dr. Piot has just said, the annual
numbers of new infections and Al DS deat hs have fallen. W
certainly want to recognize the progress achieved but—and it
Is a big but—we must al so acknow edge that the progress has
not been uniform Africa, especially Southern Africa,

[i naudi bl e] is disproportionately affected by the epidemc.

I n our nations, two-thirds of the people are living
with H'V worl dwi de, and 90 percent of all the children are
living with H'V. Although in some countries HIV preval ence
have sonmewhat stabilized, it is at levels so high that they
al nost defy belief: 24 percent of adults in Botswana, 23
percent in Lesotho, 26 percent Swazil and, and 18 percent in
South Afri ca.

There were 1.9 mllion new HV infections in Sub-
Saharan Africa in 2007. As | have said before, prevention of
new i nfections should be our nunber one priority, and our
number two priority, and our number three priority. [Appl ause]

Al t hough we take pride in the tremendous progress nade
in treatment, we have to acknow edge that we cannot treat the
epidem c away. Wthin Africa also, progress has not been
uni form It is true that some countries have had nore
successes than others in expanding prevention programs. This
I's not a cause for finger-pointing of blane. It is an

opportunity for learning from one another and for solidarity.
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Why have some initiatives been successful and others not? What
resources and tools do countries need to make prevention work?
How i s national |eadership, civil society to change? |In short,
how is the entirety of society to be engaged to tend the tide
against HIV and bring these terrible numbers down? To do this,
we will need voluntarism ownership and activism and
| eadershi p which can exist at every level and in all wal ks of
life.

| would like to quote one of the recomendati ons from
the United Nations Secretary-General's report for the high
| evel meeting on AIDS held in New York in June this year, and
it says, "In countries where HIV preval ence exceeds 15 percent,
only an unprecedented national nobilization involving every
sector of society and making use of every avail able prevention
tool will meet the chall enge posed by such catastrophic
conti nued spread of HIV."

It is this unprecedented nmobilization for prevention
t hat preoccupies ny thoughts. | n many of our countries, the
el ements of success are already in place. Government and their
I nternational partners have made unprecedented | evels of
resources avail able. Some countries and conmmunities have
achi eved striking results with prevention. Progress has been
made but it must be accelerated and greatly broadened.

| believe that part of the solution is for African
| eadership to come together in the spirit of shared

responsibility. Where HIV prevention has worked, tinme and
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again the solutions have come locally fromthe affected
communities. As African |eaders, we can foster the devel opnent
and growth of African solutions by opening a dial ogue anong
oursel ves for conversation and | earning. [ Appl ause]

We need i nnovation and a new vigor, a new spirit of
vigor rather, in HV prevention in Southern Africa.

[ 1 naudi ble] with the nmost effective ways to reduce

transm ssion, where nultiple concurrent sexual partnerships
appear to be driving the epidem c. We nust take head-on the

| ssue of early sexual debut with the vul nerable young girls.
How do we teach these young women to negotiate safe sex? For
our brothers and sisters that are already positive, what could
[ i naudi bl e] support nmechanisms need to be fostered to prevent
further transm ssion? W know what works in epidemcs that are
still concentrated in those that engage in risky behavior such
as injecting drug use or sex worKk.

How do we help the government to support prograns that
are proven to be effective? We nmust not be afraid to take
controversial steps so long as we are careful and caring of
peopl e's needs and rights.

One of the exanples is the heated debate a few years
ago over Botswana's decision to adopt provider initiated opt-
out HIV testing. The evidence now supports the decision. W
must di stinguish human rights which are absol utely sacrosanct
fromcivil rights which are contextual. What do | mean by

contextual? | will give an exampl e.
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18 nont hs ago, there was a new outbreak of measles in
Sout hern Africa, in Botswana and Nam bia. And in both
countries, there were comunities who absolutely refused for
their children to be vaccinated. W could not afford of that
to happen, so we vaccinated the children against the will of
their parents. | think we may be guilty of having viol ated
their civil rights, but certainly not their human rights.

[ Appl ause]

But this is not only about individual efforts, but also
about collective responsibility to our famlies, to our
friends, to our communities, our countries and continents, and
to our global village. W nust individually and collectively
conti nue to speak up openly about AIDS. W nust take both a
direct risk behaviors and indirect causes that |ie deep rooted
in society especially African societies. W cannot remain
passi ve, refusing unpleasant facts of prejudging our fellow
countrymen which are H'V positive. W nust not blanme or judge,
but support and encourage each other so that we can together
achi eve our goal of a generation free of AIDS. It can be done.
It has to be done. | thank you for listening. [Applause]

HOST: The Director-General of the World Health
Organi zation, Dr. Margaret Chan. [Appl ause]

MARGARET CHAN, M D.: Friends, coll eagues, | adies, and
gentl emen, good evening. As Dr. Piot and others have noted, we
are at the critical stage, a new phase in our efforts to conbat

HI V/ AI DS epidem c. The current situation as refers in the new
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UNAI DS report, which points to sone m | estone achi evenents, but
al so underscores the enornmous chall enges that |ie ahead.

Al low me to take this opportunity to express ny
personal gratitude to Dr. Piot, a very good friend, an old
friend, [applause] for the | eadership he has shown since the
very beginning of the epidemc. AIDS is the nmost conpl ex, the
most chall engi ng and probably the nost devastating infectious
di sease humanity has ever had to face. And we have faced this
chal l enge, and we have faced this disease head-on. W have
rallied.

Since the beginning, the AIDS response has been | ed by
t he courage, determ nation, and vision of civil society and
advocacy of activists. | thank you. [ Appl ause]

The rallying point was straightforward. Sonmething nust
be done. The history of the response has been one of demandi ng
action, identifying obstacles and unl eashing the power to push
t hese obstacles away. The activist sets things sailing, the
I nternational community stepped in to build the boat, and this
is what we call gl obal solidarity. The AIDS response expanded
[ m sspell ed?] the frontiers of public health and showed the
power of a can-do attitude. It changed the face of public
health in profound ways, opening new options for dealing with
mul ti ple other health probl ems.

What do | mean by that? Treatnments can be found,
prices can drop, funds can be secure, services can be delivered

in resourceful constrained settings; and you have heard from
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t he previ ous speaker, attitudes, too, can change. W th
sufficient will, commtment and resources, oblique and
depressing situation can be transformed into one of optimsm
and hope.

In this regard, let me join others in expressing
appreciation for the renewal of the U S. President's Emergency
Pl an for AIDS Relief. [ Appl ause] Above all, a commtnment to
uni versal access is an expression of respect—respect for the
val ue of each and every |life affected by the di sease. This,
too, is a nmonunmental achievenment.

Ladi es and gentlemen, let me turn for many appreciation
of achievenents to focus on the obstacles—the obstacl es that
| i e ahead. We have cause for optim sm but we dare not, we dare
not | et down our guard. This is an unforgiving epidemc, an
unf orgiving epidem c that can stri ke back in surprising,
sonetimes startling ways. The epidemc is far from over. Let
me repeat, the epidemc is far fromover and we are going to be
in this for the I ong haul.

First and forenmost, we nust do a much better job of
prevention. This is the only way to get ahead and ensure an
adequate |long-termresponse. W urgently need to scale up the
use of proven, context-specific prevention methods. W also
need to expand |inkages, |inkages to other sectors; for
exanple, to introduce and scale up conprehensive sexuality

education for young peopl e. [ Appl ause]

kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVIl International AIDS Conference 34
8/ 3/ 08

In this regard, | wish to congratulate the successf ul
outcome of the first Interm nisterial Meeting of the Latin
American and Cari bbean M nisters of Health and Educati on.

[ Appl ause] | would also like to thank the Mexican gover nnent
for convening this brave initiative. [Applause] Let me
reassure you, WHO along with our sister agencies—and | have
t he agreement of my sisters— UNFPA, UNI CEF, UNAIDS and ot her
agencies, we stand ready to support your efforts in this
extremely inmportant undertaking. [Applause]

Second, we nust work much harder to fight stigm and
discrimnation including institutionalized discrimnation. I n
far too many countries, |egal as well as social and cultural
barriers prevent groups at risk fromreceiving interventions
and knowl edge needed to reduce harnful behaviors. W must also
do nmore to enmpower wonen, both to protect thenmselves and to act
as agents of change.

Third, we nmust ensure that the current unprecedented
roll out of treatment reaches nore people and is fully
sust ai nabl e. The 3 by 5 Initiative, on this, | would like to
pay tribute to ny predecessor, Dr. JWLee, for taking on board
this very, very inportant initiative. The 3 by 5 Initiative,
with this can-do attitude and can-do approach, actually paved
the way for an even greater commtnment to universal access.
Now, merely 3 mllion people in Ilow and m ddle income countries

have seen their lives rejuvenated by these treatnents.

kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



XVIl International AIDS Conference 35
8/ 3/ 08

St eppi ng back or slowi ng down treatments is not an acceptable
option. It is unethical. [Applause]

Fourth, we nmust be very smart—smart in targeting
I nterventions. Wth the evidence and experience | eaned over
al nrost 30 years, we now face an unprecedented opportunity to
make a mature response to this epidemc. This is reflected in
the theme for this conference: Universal Action Now. W have
proven tools and strategies for preventing every node of
transm ssion and for expanding treatment coverage. \What is
hol di ng us back? W need to ask ourselves, what is holding us
back?

To take advantage of this unprecedented opportunity, we
must recognize that we are not facing a single, uniform global
epidemc. We are facing a diversity of different epidemcs
with distinct profiles and distinct needs for intervention.
Recognition of these differences helps craft sharply targeted
strategies for every major at risk and vul nerable popul ati on.
Doi ng so hel ps to produce the best results and the best return
on i nvestnments.

In the interest of facilitating a sustained AlDS
response, we must | ook for every opportunity to inprove
operational efficiency. Wat do | mean by that? One way to do
so is to make |inkages with existing health services. For
exanpl e, for youth, mothers, children, for sexual and
reproductive health, and in particular, for reaching out to nmen

who have sex with men, sex workers, and injecting drug users.
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We need to engage them We need to take care of them W
shoul d not forget about them [ Appl ause]

Of course, we nust do our utnmost to integrate HIV/ AlIDS
services with those for TB. G ving attention to TB is part of
the urgent need to address the AIDS epidem c especially in
Africa, which bears by far the greatest burden of these
mutual ly reinforcing diseases.

Finally, a mature response to this epidem c must
remenber every |esson. One disturbing trend is occurring.

This is the resurgence of the epidemc in men who have sex with
men. This is occurring right here in the Americas, as in other
parts of the world. And this is a setback—a setback in a
group that pioneered the earliest response to this disease. As
| said, we nmust renenber every | esson.

Ladi es and gentlemen, at this particular stage in the
epidemc, | found it nost appropriate that the conference is
hosted in Latin America. Wy do | say that? Let me share with
you our thoughts.

Many countries in this region have a long tradition of
enmbracing the principle of equitable access to health care as a
fundamental human right. The future of the AIDS response rests
on this very foundation. |In addition, countries in this region
have been steadfast in their commtment to primary health care
as the best way to operationalize a wider commtnment to equity
and social justice. The response to HI V/AI DS and nost

especially the massive roll out of treatnment have brought into
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sharp focus the consequences of decades of failure to invest in
basic health infrastructures. W should not blane disease-
specific prograns for weakening the health systems. W should
not do that. [Appl ause]

The fact of the matter is, for decades, governments
have under-invest in health systens. Further sustainable
progress in HI V/AIDS really depends absolutely on an inproved
service capacity. And at this stage, we have a historical
opportunity to align the agenda for responding to AIDS with the
agenda for strengthening health systems. | will further argue
that the best way to do so is through a primary health care
approach. The two agendas are not in conflict. They are
actually mutually reinforcing. A primary health care approach
gives priority to at risk and vul nerabl e popul ations. The
pursuit of equity, social justice, and universal access is a
striking force. This is an inclusive approach that encourages
community participation and ownership, including ownership by
people living with HIV.

Primary health care places prevention on at par with
treatnment and care. It recognizes that actions in multiple
sectors influence health and solicits their support. Health
sector al one cannot deal with stigma and discrimnation. W
must work with other sectors to fight stigma and to fight
discrimnation. [ Applause]

Ladi es and gentlemen, let me argue and put it to you,

if the response to AIDS can be used to strengthen prinmary
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health care, this will be another great |egacy that benefits
all of public health. |If the response to AIDS can be used to
strengthen primary health care, this will be another proof of

t he unstoppabl e power of a nust-do, can-do approach to
uni versal action now and nmore than ever. Thank you.
[ Appl ause]

HOST: [ Spani sh | anguage] Ladies and gentl emen, the
Presi dent of the United Mexican States is entering with his
wife, Ms. Margarita Zaval a, acconpanied by His Excell ency M.
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, and his
wi fe Madam Ban Ki - noon. [ Appl ause]

[ Spani sh | anguage] Ladi es and gentlemen, Dr. Maria
Teresa Fernandez de la Vega, First Vice President and M nister
of the Presidency of Spain. [ Appl ause]

MARI A TERESA FERNANDEZ DE LA VEGA: [ Spanish |anguage]
[ Appl ause]

HOST: [ Spanish | anguage] His Excell ency Dr. Denzi
Dougl as, Prime M nister of St. Kitts and Nevis. [ Appl ause]

DENZI L DOUGLAS: Your Excellency Felipe Cal deroén,
Presi dent of Mexico, and our distinguished First Lady, Your
Excel | encies, all distinguished co-chairs of the XVII
I nt ernati onal AIDS Conference, distinguished co-speakers,
del egates, | adies and gentlenen, it is a profound honor and
pl easure for me to be part of this monmentous occasion here in
Mexico City and to share this podiumwi th such distinguished

worl d | eaders, and in particular, to associate nyself with the
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hopes of aspirations of the menbers of the various del egations
especially persons living with H'V and AIDS. | hope that this
XVI'l International AIDS Conference will be a significant

| andmark in charting the way forward in achieving its

obj ective: Universal Action Now.

There is no better location to concentrate this attack
on HI V/AIDS than Mexico, a country which enmerged out of the
political struggles for independence from Spain over 187 years
ago and built on the foundati ons of dem se and aspects a highly
devel oped civilization and a vibrant economc, social, and
cultural system so admred by the Cari bbean region. There is
no country nore fitting to host a neeting on Universal Action
Now t han Mexi co because Mexico has denonstrated to the world
through its health reform program the inexplicable
[ m sspell ed?] |link between health and devel opnent.

The current health system of Mexico is structured on a
new formula of health financing, one that has been designed to
reduce the burdens on the poor and vul nerable groups. It is
conpl enented by a health insurance scheme that provides for
uni versal coverage for AIDS treatnment, among others. It has
created a separate fund for community health services, and it
has embar ked upon unprecedented efforts to strengthen health-
rel ated public goods such epidem ol ogi cal surveill ance,
environmental health, regulations to protect the public, and

I ntersectoral interventions that define health policies capable
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of modi fying the source of determ nants of diseases such as HIV
and Al DS.

M. President, may | take this opportunity to
congratul ate you for the nmodel and the |eadership in health and
HI V/ Al DS t hat Mexico presents to the world by |aying such a
solid foundation on which to | aunch the inperatives of
Uni versal Action Now for HIV/AIDS prevention, care, and
treatnment. [ Appl ause]

| wish to also acknowl edge the bonds of friendship and
goodwi | I established between Mexico and the Cari bbean Community
I n trade and educati on, and health and culture, and nore
recently, climte change, and for your | eadership on behal f of
Latin America and the Cari bbean region on the Board of the
G obal Fund for HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. | think
it is an honor for us to congratulate you on assum ng the
chai rmanshi p of the Board of the G obal Fund.

Ladi es and gentlemen, | speak to you on behalf of a
regi on that has taken extraordinary steps to establish a viable
structure to fight HIV/AIDS. | speak to you as the Chairman of
t he Pan Cari bbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS, comonly known
as the PANCAP, a unique nmulti-country network with menbership
stretching from Belize, The Bahamas, and Cuba in the North,

t hrough Haiti, the Dom ni can Republic, the Leeward and W ndward
| sl ands, and the Dutch, French and English territories, down to
Guyana and Surinanme in the South; a network conprising of

governnents, nongovernmental organizations, the private sector,
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medi a broadcasters, faith-based organi zati ons, and devel opment
partners; a network that has been acclaimed an international
best practice by UNAIDS, and which is |eading the Pan Cari bbean
response by nobilizing resources, by advocating the placing of
Al DS high on the national and regi onal agendas, and forging the
necessary synergies in strengthening the public health
response. The Caribbean is inviting the world community to use
PANCAP as a resource and as a tool for the establishment of
future regional partnerships to address chall enges caused by
HI V/ Al DS.

| wish to report that many successes have been achieved
in individual Caribbean countries in such areas as care,
treatment, and prevention of mother-to-child transm ssion of
HI V; however, as a region, there is no certainty that we will
achi eve universal access, goals, if we continue to do business
as usual. Understanding that fact, PANCAP is starting a major
advocacy activity in very close collaboration with UNAIDS and
Its co-sponsors. This will involve the use of avail able
i nformation to support countries using evidence-based research
in order to inplement action in a national context wherein
human ri ghts are respected and pronoted, stigm and
discrimnation are dramatically reduced, and nmost at risk
popul ations are the priority targets of HIV prevention
progr ans.

We do fully recognize that one of the soci al

determ nants of health is the creation and the diffusion of
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knowl edge. We also do recognize the critical involvenent of
people living with HV in shaping and also in spearheading the
necessary response. Our experience in the Caribbean is
adequate testinmony to the need for building and sustai ni ng
partnershi ps —partnerships to scale up interventions and nove
t owards universal action targets. W take the opportunity of
this XVII I AS Conference to further reach out to the
i nternational community gathered here in Mexico in the refrain
t hat has been cel ebrated by the global quote as "Reach out and
touch," or as our own Bob Marley would say, and | quote |ike
Dr. Peter Piot awhile ago, "Let us get together and feel
alright." [Appl ause]

| therefore enphasize that Universal Action Now
requi res gl obal partnerships. G obal partnerships require us
to appeal to you gathered here to join in our struggle to
reform the phil osophy and practice of our nultilateral agencies
and the G obal Fund that inmpose unrealistic barriers on mddle
I ncome countries wi thout taking into consideration the peculiar
circunmstances of a region |like ours, which is fastened in the
CARI COM si ngl e market and econony specifically to achieve a
measure of conpetitiveness as a collective of 15 states and a
popul ati on of approximately 60 mllion people within the gl obal
conmuni ty.

We do publicly acknowl edge the sensitivity displayed by
the United States Presidential Emergency Fund for HI V/AlIDS

response in broadening their support to the entire Cari bbean
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Comunity and to our own PANCAP menbers. We know that the AIDS
epidemc is far fromover. It requires evidence-based
I nterventi ons and sustained |ong-term comm tnment and support.
Therefore, the Caribbean is asking the international community
to commt itself, commt itself to that |ong-term support which
wi |l consolidate gains, meet and al so broaden the successes
t hat have been acconpli shed.

| also wish to take this opportunity to conmend UNAI DS
for its continued | eadership especially in the novenent toward
uni versal access and generally for its guidance and direction
whi ch has sustai ned gl obal partnershi ps around agreed
principles. The recent production and | aunching of the very
i nformative UNAIDS report on the global HIV/AIDS epidemc is
one of many initiatives of UNAIDS.

In this regard, ny friends, permt nme on behalf of the
Cari bbean Community and the PAN Cari bbean Partnership to pay
tribute to a man whose outstanding | eadership and commtnment to
t he cause of HIV/AIDS and who is no doubt one of the reasons
why, at this XVII | AS Conference, | could stand here and say
with confidence that we are on our way to declaring victory
t hrough uni versal access. | refer to none other than Dr. Peter
Pi ot, Executive Director of UNAIDS. Let us give appl ause for
him [ Appl ause]

Ladi es and gentlemen, | also wish to recognize the bond
of friendship that have been recently consolidated during the

ongoi ng trade and culture exposition 2008 in Zaragoza, Spain,
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and in particular the role that has been played by the Spanish

Prime Mnister in honoring the Caribbean by dedicating the 14'"
of August 2008 as CARI COM Day in Spain, thereby highlighting

t he achi evenments of our own enmerging integration machinery, the
CARI COM si ngl e mar ket .

The fact that, Her Excellency, the First Vice President
of Spain is here, along with the former President of Botswana,
who himself is a firm advocate for the reduction of stigm and
stigmatization against people living with AIDS, the fact that
there are so many across from around the world is further
testinony that this XVII | AS Conference hosted by the Federal
Governnment of Mexico fully endorses the value of international
partnerships in achieving Universal Action Now. [ Applause]

In July of last year in Brazil, Dr. Peter Piot warned
and | quote, "The world nust accept the exceptionalism of Al DS.
There is simply no precedent in the history for such a crisis.
And pl ease, let us not have an illusion that in a few years,
one fine day, the world will return to what it was before AlDS.
No, AIDS has sinply rewritten the rules, and to prevail, we too
must rewrite these rules. An exceptional threat demands
exceptional action.” W, therefore, nust adhere to this
I njunction, and we nust use this conference to double our
efforts.

In closing, M. Chairman, |adies and gentlenen, | could
not help but be struck by the prophetic nmessage that emanates

fromthe national anthem of the Federal States of Mexico, which
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states that and | quote, "This |land belong to a thousand
heroes. For you the olive branches! A rem nder for them of
glory! A laurel of victory for you! For thema tonb with
honor!"

Let us therefore use this conference. Let us use this
conference to remenber and celebrate the role of our heroes in
t he struggl e agai nst HI V/ Al DS. Let us, too, recognize our
collective responsibility to build on the foundations of our
heroes. In the words of Martin Luther King | quote, "It really
boils down to this: all life is interrelated. W are al
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality; tied into a
single garnment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly
affects all indirectly."”

Ladi es and gentl emen, herein lies the essence of
fostering and strengthening the gl obal partnership we speak
about as this conference in Mexico offers. It is undoubtedly
t he nost sustai nabl e approach to achieving Universal Action
Now. God bl ess you. Thank you. [Appl ause]

HOST: [ Spani sh | anguage] [ Appl ause] Representing
yout h, M ss Keren Dunaway- Gonzal ez of Honduras. [Whistling from
audi ence] [ Appl ause]

KEREN DUNAWAY- GONZALEZ: [ Spanish | anguage] [ Appl ause]

HOST: [ Spani sh | anguage] Ladi es and gentl enmen, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, M. Ban Ki-noon.

[ Appl ause]
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BAN KI - MOON: [ Spani sh | anguage] O ah, Mexicol!
[ Appl ause]

| am honored and hunbled to stand here ampngst so many
| eaders in the AIDS response. Your dedication and reserve is
what will ultimately make universal access to HV prevention
and treatment a reality. It is fitting that this conference is
taking place in Latin Anmerica, the source of some of the nost
dynam c responses to AIDS, but also home to some of the
greatest challenges. And it is encouraging that nmore people
t han ever before are accessing HIV prevention and treatnment in
| ow and m ddl e income countries such as the nations in this
region. This is the outcone of a massive effort by everyone
here at this conference and by the mllions nore who have
stayed behind to work in hospitals, clinics, and communities.

[ Appl ause]

But an even greater effort is now required. Most
countries still have a long way to go to neet the goal they set
two years ago at the United Nations General Assenbly, the goal
to scale up towards the prevention, universal access to HIV
prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010. As a result,
they will have a great difficulty in reaching the mllennium
devel opment goals of halting and reversing the spread of AlIDS
by 2015. This will have repercussions on many fronts for
hal ting and reversing the spread of AIDS is not only a
m |l ennium devel opnment goal in itself. How we fair in fighting

AIDS will impact all our efforts to cut poverty and inprove
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nutrition, reduce child nmortality, and i mprove maternal health,
halt the spread of malaria and tubercul osis, and strengthen
health systems. And nostly, progress towards the other goals
Is critical to progress on AIDS, from education to the
empower ments of women and girls.

Excel I enci es, | adies and gentlenen, as the fight
agai nst AIDS nears the end of its third decade, we are still
facing a huge effort in resources. The responses to HIV and

AIDS require long-term and sustained financing. As nore people

want treatment and |live |l onger, budgets will have to increase
consi derably over the next few decades. In the nmost affected
countries, donors will have to provide majority of the funding.

| want to congratulate the United States governnment on
the new | egislation that they will allow for 48 billion dollars
to be spent on the fight against AIDS, tubercul osis, and
mal ari a over the next five years. | also welconme the
comm tment of the GA to keep working towards the goal of
uni versal access to HIV prevention and treatnment by 2010.

Just as inportant, in nmost countries, a stigm agai nst
the people living with HIV remains a grave chall enge. One-
third of countries still do not have |laws to protect people
living with HIV. In most of the countries, discrimnation
remai ns | egal agai nst women, nmen who have sex with men, sex
wor kers, drug users, and including [m sspelled?] mnorities.

Thi s must change.
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| call on all countries to live up to their comm tnents
to enact or enhold, enforce |egislation outlaw ng
di scrim nation against the people living with H V and nenbers
of wvul nerabl e groups. [ Appl ause] | call on themto follow
Mexi co's bold exanple and pass | aws agai nst honophobi a.

[ Appl ause]

Since taking up the position of Secretary-General of
the United Nations, some of ny nost noving and inspiring
experiences have been nmeeting with coll eagues and others living
with H'V. They are wonderfully courageous and noti vated people
and should serve as an exanple to us all on how to act with
dignity in the face of adversity. That they should not be
di scrim nated agai nst, encouraging full [m sspelled?]
restrictions on their ability to travel between countries
[i naudi bl e] or with a shame. [ Appl ause]

In that regard, | welcone the action taken again by the
United States government to |ift the restrictions on entry for
people living with HIV. [ Appl ause]

| call on politicians around the world to speak out
agai nst discrimnation and protect the rights of people living
with and affected by HI'V, for schools to teach respect, for
religious | eaders to preach tolerance, and for the media to
condem prejudice in all its forms. [Appl ause]

In other words, | call on all those in positions of
power and influence to remove one of the greatest barriers for

achi eving universal access. This link has [inaudible] to see
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in the 2008 report on the global AIDS epidem c | aunched by
UNAI DS | ast week. One of the nobst striking points was the
I mpact of |aws against discrimnation on HV prevention. In
countries without [aws to protect sex workers, drug users, and
men who have sex with nmen, only a fraction of the popul ation
has access to prevention. Conversely, in countries with |egal
protection and the protection of human rights for these people,
many nore have access to services. As a result, fluctuates
[ m sspell ed?] infections, |ess demand for antiretroviral
treatment and cure deaths. Not only is this unethical not to
protect these groups, it makes no sense from a health
perspective. It hurts all of us all.

Excel | enci es, dear friends, when | first spoke in the
General Assenmbly of the United Nations about AIDS, | prom sed
that the UN will deliver as one on AIDS. | will do all | can
as Secretary-General of the United Nations to make that happen.
[ Appl ause]

| will opt to nmobilize funding and to ensure that AlDS
will remain a systemwi de priority for the United Nations. You
can count on nme and nuchos gracias. Thank you very nuch.
[ Appl ause]

HOST: [ Spani sh | anguage] The President of the United
Mexi can St ates, Felipe Calderon Hinojosa. [Appl ause]

FELI PE CALDERON HI NOJOSA: [ Spanish | anguage]
[ Appl ause]

[ END RECORDI NG|
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