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MALE VOI CE:   . . . s p i r i t  o f  b i par t i s ans h i p t ha t

appa r en t l y  we  en j oyed  y est e r day  a t  t he  Wh i t e  House .   But  a f t e r

t ha t  mee t i ng a  s t a t emen t  was  a t t r i bu t ed t o y ou  t ha t  y ou have  t o

p r ac t i c e  b i pa r t i s ans h i p  al l  t he  t i me ,  no t  j us t  i n f r on t  o f  t he

c amer as .   And ,  uh ,  and t hi s  was  s a i d  a f t e r  we l e f t  t he  Wh i t e

Hous e.   And  I  wan t  t o  ag r ee  wi t h y ou  and  I  don ’ t  k now whe t he r

y ou ’ ve  got  t o  hav e  c amer as  a t  a l l  of  t he  mee t i ngs,  bu t  i t  wou l d

be hel p f ul  i f  t he  Democ r at s  knew whe r e  t he mee t i ngs  we r e  goi ng

t o be and wer e  i nv i t ed t o a t t end t he  mee t i ngs because  t ha t ’ s

t he  on l y  way we c an p r ov e t hat  we  wan t  t o  be  b i par t i s an.   So

t ha t  I  acc ept  you r  s t at emen t  a f t e r  we  l e f t  t he  Whi t e Hous e  and

I  hope  we wi l l  c on t i nue  t o  hav e  t he s p i r i t  t ha t  we  hav e t oday

t o p r ev a i l  t h r oughou t  t he c onf e r ence .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   ( uni n t el l i g i bl e ) ,  p l ease .   The

gen t l eman was  ab l e  t o  l oca t e  t he r oom t oday  and  we  hope we  c an

k eep  t he  s t r i ng go i ng .

MALE VOI CE 1:   One day a t  a  t i me,  Mr .  Cha i r man .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Rank  –  r ank i ng  o f  t he  Sena t e

Fi nanc e  Commi t t ee ,  gent l eman  f r om Mon t ana ,  Mr .  Bauc us .

SENATOR MAX BAUCUS:   Mr .  Chai r man ,  I  j o i n eve r y one  i n

c ong r a t u l a t i ng  y ou  f o r  pul l i ng  t oget he r  t he  r egu l a t or y  f o r m and

t he  r e l i ef  of  t he  con t r ac t o r  r e f o r m p r ov i s i ons .   I t ’ s

i nt e r es t i ng  how b i pa r t i s an  t hi s  i s ,  t h i s  sec t i on .   We ’ ve  been ,

as y ou ’ v e poi n t ed  ou t ,  many  hav e been  wo r k i ng on  i t  f o r  a

whi l e,  but  we  al l  do  ag r ee  -  he r e  ar ound  t he  t ab l e  nobody
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d i s agr ees.   And I  t h i nk  t ha t ’ s  pa r t l y  bec aus e we ’ v e  been

wor k i ng  on  i t  f o r  a good  b i t  o f  t i me .   And I  t h i nk  t ha t

s ugges t s  t hat  we  c ou l d do t he s ame  wi t h t he  r es t  o f  t he b i l l  i f

we put  our  shoul de r  t o t he  whee l  and  s pend t he  t i me  neces s ar y

t o wor k  ou t  a l l  t he c omp l ex i t i es .   I t ’ s  goi ng t o  be  ex t r emel y

d i f f i c u l t  put t i ng  t h i s  t oge t he r ,  but  i f  a l l  of  us  wor k  ha r d

we’ l l  ac compl i sh  our  ob j ec t i ve  and  i t  wi l l  be a  – hav e  t o  be  on

a  b i pa r t i s an bas i s ,  o t he r wi s e i t  j us t  won ’ t  happen .   And  I  was

v er y  p l eas ed wi t h  t he  Pr es i den t ’ s  s t a t ement  at  t he  Wh i t e  Hous e

( un i nt e l l i g i b l e)  pas s ed  – t he p r es cr i p t i on d r ug  benef i t  b i l l

pas s ed  and  he  wan t s  i t  on a  bi par t i s an  bas i s .   And  I  t hank  y ou,

Mr .  Cha i r man,  f o r  ge t t i ng t he l i s t  –  l as t  pa r t  –  t hat  i s  t hi s

par t ,  t he r egu l a t o r y  r e f or m,  pass ed on  t hat  bas i s .   I

par t i c u l ar l y  t hank  y ou f or  t he  ai r  ambul anc e  p r ov i s i ons.

Tha t ’ s  v er y  i mpo r t an t  t o  my  s t a t e  of  Mon t ana .   And  I  j us t  wi s h

us wel l .   I  s ee y ou’ v e got  a  s c hedul e  f o r  Augus t / Sept ember .

I t ’ s  v e r y  amb i t i ous but  I  c ommend  you  f o r  t hat ,  t oo ,  bec ause

we’ v e go t  t o get  goi ng.   We ’ ve  go t  t o  ge t  wo r k i ng.   Bu t  y ou

hav e  my  pl edge ,  Mr .  Cha i r man ,  t o wor k  t oget her  t o get  t h i s

ent i r e  b i l l  pass ed  and I ’ l l  wo r k  v er y  ha r d t o ac compl i sh  t ha t

obj ec t i v e.

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Thank  you ,  gen t l eman.   Cha i r

unde r s t ands  t her e  i s  a Sena t e v ot e  wi t h 13 mi nu t es  l e f t ,  and  I

k now t he  gent l ewoman  f r om Connect i cu t ,  who has  been  one o f  t he

p r i nc i p l e s ponso r s  o f  t h i s  r egu l a t or y  r e f or m,  wi shes t o s peak
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on i t .   Bu t  t he Chai r  woul d  as k  he r  i ndu l gence  i f  we mi gh t  do

i t  i n a  s l i gh t l y  r ev e r s e  o r der  so  t ha t  t he Sena t or s  mi gh t  be

abl e  t o  r eg i s t er  t he i r  s uppo r t  f o r  t h i s  p r ov i s i on and  br i e f l y

d i s c us s  t he  agenda ,  and  t hen  t he Cha i r  woul d  l i k e t o r ec ogni z e

her .   I s  t hat  al l  r i ght ?   I  t hank  t he  gen t l ewoman.   The Chai r

wou l d appr ec i a t e  s ome  i ndi c a t i on t ha t  – not  wi t hs t and i ng  t he

f ac t  t ha t  t he r e a r e par t i c u l ar  i t ems  t ha t  s t i l l  need t o be

r es o l v ed  i n  Ti t l e  9,  t ha t  t her e  be  an  ex p r es s i on  o f  - -  wi t h

c l ea r  unde r s t and i ng t ha t  no t hi ng’ s  f i nal  un t i l  eve r y t h i ng  i s

f i na l  - -  bu t  t he  i dea  t hat  we c ou l d s e t  as i de and beg i n t o  move

on t hr ough  t he  agenda  t o  l ook a t  o t he r  a r eas  t ha t  may  be  a

l i t t l e  mor e  d i f f i c ul t  t o  r es ol v e,  i n  par t  becaus e we’ r e no t  as

f ami l i a r  wi t h  t hem and we mi gh t  have  s i gn i f i can t l y  di f f e r ent

app r oac hes  t o  t he  same p r ob l em,  wh i c h  was n’ t  t r ue i n t he

r egu l a t o r y  ar ea.   So  wi t hou t  ob j ec t i on  t he Cha i r  woul d  i nd i c a t e

t ha t  wi t h a l l  of  t he  pr ov i s os t ha t  hav e been  i nd i c a t ed ,

eve r yone  i n  f avo r  of  ac c ep t i ng  t he  wo r k  t ha t  y ou  have  i n  f r on t

o f  y ou ,  bes t  c ha r act e r i z ed  by  t he  shee t s  ca l l ed  Summar y o f

Regu l a t o r y  and  Con t r ac t i ng  Ref o r m Con f er enc e  Ag r eemen t .   Al l  i n

f av o r ?

VOI CES:   Aye .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Thos e  oppos ed?   Wi t hou t

obj ec t i on t hen  we  hav e t en t a t i v el y  ag r eed  t o  t h i s  s ec t i on .

J us t  v e r y  b r i e f l y  l ook i ng a t  t he agenda t ha t  i s  i n  f r ont  o f

y ou ,  i t  i s  ve r y  ambi t i ous,  but  as  my  f r i end  f r om I owa  has
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i nd i ca t ed,  i f  you  don ’ t  se t  some k i nd  of  a s t r uc t u r e y ou  nev e r

get  t he r e.   He  was  ea r l i er  r eques t i ng  t ha t  we ge t  i t  done  by

t he  t i me  we  l eav e ,  and t ha t  wou l d  hav e  t aken  c ons i der abl e  l es s

pape r  bu t  p r obab l y  c oul d  –  c ou l dn ’ t  have  made i t .   Th i s  one’ s

goi ng t o  be  t ough  enough .   But  wha t  we  t r i ed  t o  do  i s  c r ea t e  a

t hemat i c  appr oac h  t o  wha t  we  woul d  be  dea l i ng wi t h .   Tha t

does n’ t  mean t ha t  ce r t a i n a r eas  won’ t  mov e f as t e r  t han  o t her s ,

but  so  t ha t  y ou have  a b l oc k ed  ou t  s t r uc t ur e  o f  how we ’ l l  be

dea l i ng  wi t h i t .   And  obv i ous l y  as  t he  s t af f  mee t s  wi t h

s el ec t ed  member s ,  i f  t hey wi sh ,  ov er  t he  summer  di s t r i c t  wor k

per i od ,  at  t he  beg i nn i ng  o f  t he  week  o r  nea r  t he  end o f  t he

week  t he  s t af f  s t r uc t ur e  wi l l  put  ou t  a mor e  s pec i f i c  t as k i ng

s t r uc t u r e,  wh i ch  wou l d t hen  f i l l  i n t hos e  da r k  a r eas t hr ough

t hos e week s .   Bu t  I  wou l d j us t  as k ,  i s  t her e  any  ma j o r  quest i on

abou t  t he agenda  t ha t  we  hav e i n f r on t  o f  us ?  The  gen t l eman

f r om Lou i s i ana .

SENATOR JOHN BREAUX:   What  do a l l  t he  ar r ows  mean?

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   What  do t he  ar r ows  mean?   I t

means s t ar t  ov er  on t he  l e f t ,  mov e  t owar ds t he  r i gh t ,  and  as

y ou  ge t  t o  t he  po i nt  – y ou  unde r s t and  t he  po i n t ?

SENATOR JOHN BREAUX:   I ’ m go i ng  t o  hav e t o be he r e

dur i ng  t he  ar r ow per i od?

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   You go t  August  11t h  t h r ough t he

15t h  o f f  t her e .   The r e y ou  go.   Th i s  i s  bas i ca l l y  s t r uc t u r ed  on

i f  t he  s pi r i t  mov es y ou .   Gent l eman f r om Mi c hi gan?
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CONGRESSMAN J OHN DI NGELL :   ( Uni n t el l i g i bl e ) .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Coul d  we  hav e a  mi c r ophone  f o r

t he  gen t l eman?

CONGRESSMAN J OHN DI NGELL :   And most l y  I  j u s t  wan t  t o

agr ee wi t h  you ,  Mr .  Cha i r man .   I  t hi nk  t he f i r s t  t i t l e  upon

whi c h we  have  ac h i ev ed agr eemen t ,  s i mp l i f y i ng t he Pr ob l ems  o f

Med i ca r e  Bene f i c i a r i es  and  Pr ov i de r s ,  i s  a good  one .   I t ’ s  been

t ho r ough l y  ve t t ed  and  t her e ’ s  a  gene r a l  c ons ens us.   I  t h i nk

t ha t  y ou  –  you r  l eade r s h i p  has  been v e r y  va l uab l e and  I  t hank

y ou  f o r  i t .   We’ v e  wo r k ed t o  r eso l ve  a l l  di f f e r enc es i n t h i s

t ha t ’ s  f und i ng .   I ’ m no t  go i ng  t o  wade  i n t o  t ha t  pa r t i cu l a r

t hi c ke t  bu t  I  hope  we  c an –  we  can  add r es s t ha t  quest i on .   And

I  woul d  no t  t hat  t hi s  i s  a  par t i c u l a r  pr obl em,  as  y ou  had

men t i oned t o me ea r l i er  i n  o t he r  d i s c uss i ons ,  t hat  needs  t o be

add r es s ed bec aus e  i t  he l ps  bot h  p r ov i der s  o f  d i f f e r en t  k i nds ,

a l s o  t he  d i f f e r en t  bene f i c i a r i es .   And  s o  I  commen t  y ou i t  on .

Pl eased  t ha t  we have  ag r eed  t o  i t  at  l eas t  t en t a t i v el y ,  and I

t hank y ou f or  t he  us e  o f  t h i s  t i me .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Thank  t he  gent l eman .   And  i t ’ s

p r e t t y  obv i ous  i f  you  don’ t  know wha t  you ’ r e  ge t t i ng y ou ’ r e

get t i ng  you  ough t  t o  be  ab l e  t o  as k  t he ques t i on  t o  f i nd  out  i f

y ou ’ r e  get t i ng  i t .   I t  s ounds p r e t t y  f undament a l  t o  me .

CONGRESSMAN J OHN DI NGELL :   I  am t r us t i ng t oday ,  Mr .

Cha i r man .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   The Chai r  as sumes wi t hou t  any
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obj ec t i ons ,  t hen ,  at  l east  on a  t ent a t i v e  bas i s ,  t h i s  sc hedu l e

i s  adop t ed  as  a s t ar t i ng  po i nt  and  i t  wi l l  be r ev i s ed  al most  on

a  da i l y  bas i s ,  bu t  t he bas i c  ou t l i ne  i s  t he r e.   And  wi t h  t ha t

t he  Cha i r  wou l d f i r s t  o f  a l l  t hank  t he  Chai r man  of  t he  Hea l t h

s ubc ommi t t ee o f  Ways  and  Means  and  wou l d  r ec ogn i ze  he r  f o r  he r

i nt e r es t ,  her  ef f o r t ,  and he r  wor k  p r oduc t  i n t he a r ea  t ha t

we’ r e l ook i ng  at .

CONGRESSWOMAN NANCY J OHNSON:   Thank  you .   I ’ l l  be  v e r y

b r i e f ,  but  i t  i s  s or t  o f  s ober i ng  t ha t  t he f i na l  d r af t  o f  t he

r egu l a t o r y  r e f or m bi l l  t ha t  – t ha t  ended  up  pas s i ng  t he Hous e

ove r whe l mi ngl y  - -  I  t hi nk  unan i mous l y  - -  was  s c hedu l ed  f o r

f i na l  hear i ng  on  Sep t ember  11t h .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   Yeah .   That ’ s  t r ue .

CONGRESSWOMAN NANCY J OHNSON:   And i t ’ s  been t hat  l ong.

The  ot he r  t hi ng I  wan t ed  t o  men t i on i s  t hat  t h i s  i s  abou t

r egu l a t o r y  bu r den  and  bu r den  and s t r eaml i ni ng,  but  mos t  o f

i mpo r t an t l y  i t ’ s  abou t  f ai r nes s .   And  I  t hi nk  i t ’ s  t e r r i b l y

i mpo r t an t  as  we move  t h r oughou t  t h i s  c on f er enc e  t ha t  Med i c ar e

has  bec ome  a p r og r am t ha t  i s  as phy x i a t i ng  t he s mal l  p r ov i der

and  sque l c h i ng  t he  l i t t l e home  hea l t h  agenc y  and  t he

i ndependen t  doct o r  ou t  t he r e ,  and  t he  sma l l e r  en t i t i e s  i n  ou r

hea l t hc a r e  sy s t em.   And  we  wi l l  no t  have  ac c es s  t o  hea l t hc ar e

i f  we don’ t  k eep  t ha t  i n  mi nd a l l  t he  way  t h r ough t hi s  b i l l .

So I ’ m del i gh t ed  t ha t  y ou go t  t hr ough  t h i s  b i l l .   I  c ons i der

t hi s  as  go i ng  t o  hav e  as  muc h i mpact  on peop l es ’  l i ves  as  any
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s ec t i on  of  t he  p r esc r i p t i on  dr ug b i l l .   And  I  t hank  y ou,  Mr .

Cha i r man ,  and  al s o  t he s t a f f s  o f  bot h  chamber s  and  of  bo t h

par t i es  f o r  t hei r  wo r k i ng t h r ough  wha t  s eems  t o  us  eas y bu t  i s

a  l o t  o f  de t a i l  and ac t ual l y  a t  s ome  poi n t s  i t ’ s  r eal l y  qu i t e

d i f f i c u l t  and  ho t .   So t hank  y ou v er y  muc h t o t he s t a f f  and t o

t he  member s .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   I f  –  any  add i t i ona l  member s ,

i f . . .

MALE VOI CE 2:   Chai r man ,  i t  –  I  c omp l i men t  y ou  and

o t he r s  f or  mak i ng  t h i s  happen.   I  j u s t  hope  as  we mov e  t h r ough

t he  ot he r  s ec t i ons  o f  t he b i l l  t ha t  we  don’ t  undo t he  good  wo r k

t ha t  we ’ ve  j us t  done ,  as  f a r  as  mak i ng  a  ve r y  c omp l ex

r egu l a t o r y  maz e.   I  t hi nk  we  c an avo i d  t hat  bu t  I  t hi nk  i t

wou l d be  a  – i t ’ d  be  eas y t o  undo  some  good  wo r k .

CHAI RMAN BI LL  THOMAS:   We l l ,  I ’ l l  j us t  t e l l  t he

gen t l eman,  one  o f  t he  r eas ons I  t hough t  t hi s  wou l d  be  ni c e  t o

put  up  on t he  wa l l  i s ,  t ha t  t h i s  i s  a  f undamen t a l  r emi nde r  o f

wha t  happens i f  y ou don ’ t  have  t h i s  as  a  f undament a l  r emi nde r .

And  wi t h  t hat  t he  con f e r enc e  s t ands ad j ou r ned,  uh,  s t ands

r ec ess ed  a t  t he c a l l  of  t he  Cha i r .

MALE VOI CE:   ( Uni n t el l i g i bl e )  ad j ou r ned  y e t .   A l i t t l e

ear l y  t o  ad j ou r n  i t .

VOI CES:   ( Gene r al  conve r s at i on ) .

( END OF RECORDI NG)


