Transcript provided by kaisernetwork.org, a free service of the Kaiser Family

1:[\ kaiser Foundation®

o Health Policy As It Happens (Tip: Click on the binocular icon to search this document)

House-Senate Conference Committee:
H.R.1 - Medicare Prescription Drugs
and Modernization Act of 2003

July 24, 2003

1, . . . _
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



House-Senate Conference Committee 2
H.R.1 — Medicare Prescription Drugs and Modernization Act of 2003
7/24/03

MALE VOI CE: ...spirit of bipartisanship that
apparently we enjoyed yesterday at the White House. But after
that meeting a statement was attributed to you that you have to
practice bipartisanship all the tinme, not just in front of the
cameras. And, uh, and this was said after we |eft the White
House. And | want to agree with you and | don’t know whet her
you' ve got to have caneras at all of the neetings, but it would
be hel pful if the Democrats knew where the meetings were going
to be and were invited to attend the meetings because that'’'s
the only way we can prove that we want to be bipartisan. So
that | accept your statenent after we left the White House and
| hope we will continue to have the spirit that we have today
to prevail throughout the conference.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: (unintelligible), please. The
gentleman was able to |l ocate the room today and we hope we can
keep the string going.

MALE VOICE 1: One day at a time, M. Chairman.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Rank — ranking of the Senate

Finance Committee, gentleman from Montana, M. Baucus.

SENATOR MAX BAUCUS: M. Chairman, | join everyone in
congratulating you for pulling together the regulatory form and
the relief of the contractor reformprovisions. |[It’'s

interesting how bipartisan this is, this section. W’ ve been,
as you’ ve pointed out, many have been working on it for a

while, but we all do agree - here around the table nobody
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disagrees. And | think that's partly because we’'ve been
wor king on it for a good bit of time. And | think that
suggests that we could do the same with the rest of the bill if
we put our shoul der to the wheel and spend the time necessary
to work out all the complexities. [1t’s going to be extremely
difficult putting this together, but if all of us work hard
we' || accomplish our objective and it will be a — have to be on
a bipartisan basis, otherwise it just won’'t happen. And | was
very pleased with the President’s statement at the Wlite House
(unintelligible) passed — the prescription drug benefit bill
passed and he wants it on a bipartisan basis. And | thank you,
Mr. Chairman, for getting the list — last part — that is this
part, the regulatory reform passed on that basis. I
particularly thank you for the air ambul ance provisions.
That’'s very important to my state of Montana. And | just w sh
us wel | . | see you've got a schedul e for August/Septenber.
It’s very anbitious but I comend you for that, too, because
we’' ve got to get going. W' ve got to get working. But you
have ny pl edge, M. Chairman, to work together to get this
entire bill passed and I'Il work very hard to acconplish that
obj ecti ve.

CHAlI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Thank you, gentl eman. Chair
understands there is a Senate vote with 13 mnutes left, and |

know t he gentl ewoman from Connecti cut, who has been one of the

princi ple sponsors of this regulatory reform wi shes to speak
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on it. But the Chair would ask her indul gence if we mght do
it in a slightly reverse order so that the Senators m ght be
able to register their support for this provision and briefly

discuss the agenda, and then the Chair would |like to recognize

her . Is that all right? | thank the gentl ewoman. The Chair
woul d appreci ate some indication that — not wthstanding the
fact that there are particular itenms that still need to be
resolved in Title 9, that there be an expression of -- with
clear understanding that nothing’ s final until everything is
final -- but the idea that we could set aside and begin to nove

on through the agenda to | ook at other areas that may be a
little more difficult to resolve, in part because we're not as
fam liar with them and we m ght have significantly different
approaches to the same problem which wasn't true in the
regul atory area. So wi t hout objection the Chair would indicate
that with all of the provisos that have been indicated,
everyone in favor of accepting the work that you have in front
of you, best characterized by the sheets called Summary of
Regul at ory and Contracting Reform Conference Agreement. All in
favor?

VO CES: Aye.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Those opposed? W thout
obj ection then we have tentatively agreed to this section.
Just very briefly looking at the agenda that is in front of

you, it is very anmbitious, but as ny friend from |l owa has
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i ndi cated, if you don’'t set some kind of a structure you never
get there. He was earlier requesting that we get it done by
the time we | eave, and that would have taken consi derable less
paper but probably could — couldn’'t have made it. This one’s
going to be tough enough. But what we tried to do is create a
themati c approach to what we woul d be dealing with. That
doesn’'t mean that certain areas won't nove faster than others,
but so that you have a blocked out structure of how we'll be
dealing with it. And obviously as the staff meets with

sel ected menbers, if they wi sh, over the summer district work

period, at the beginning of the week or near the end of the

week the staff structure will put out a more specific tasking
structure, which would then fill in those dark areas through
t hose weeks. But | would just ask, is there any major question

about the agenda that we have in front of us? The gentl eman
from Louisi ana.

SENATOR JOHN BREAUX: What do all the arrows mean?

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: What do the arrows nmean? |t
means start over on the left, move towards the right, and as
you get to the point — you understand the point?

SENATOR JOHN BREAUX: I’ mgoing to have to be here
during the arrow peri od?

CHAlI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: You got August 11th through the
15th off there. There you go. This is basically structured on

if the spirit noves you. Gentleman from M chi gan?
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CONGRESSMAN JOHN DI NGELL: (Unintelligible).

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Could we have a mcrophone for
t he gentleman?

CONGRESSMAN JOHN DI NGELL: And nmostly | just want to
agree with you, M. Chairman. I think the first title upon
whi ch we have achi eved agreenent, simplifying the Problems of
Medi care Beneficiaries and Providers, is a good one. It's been

t horoughly vetted and there’ s a general consensus. I think

that you — your | eadership has been very valuable and | thank

you for it. We've worked to resolve all differences in this
that’'s funding. | " m not going to wade into that particul ar
t hi cket but | hope we can — we can address that question. And

| would not that this is a particular problem as you had
mentioned to me earlier in other discussions, that needs to be
addressed because it hel ps both providers of different kinds,
also the different beneficiaries. And so | comment you it on.
Pl eased that we have agreed to it at |east tentatively, and

t hank you for the use of this time.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Thank the gentleman. And it’s
pretty obvious if you don’t know what you're getting you're
getting you ought to be able to ask the question to find out if
you' re getting it. It sounds pretty fundamental to me.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN DI NGELL: | am trusting today, M.
Chai rman.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: The Chair assumes without any
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obj ections, then, at least on a tentative basis, this schedul e
is adopted as a starting point and it will be revised al most on
a daily basis, but the basic outline is there. And wi th that
the Chair would first of all thank the Chairmn of the Health
subcomm ttee of Ways and Means and would recogni ze her for her
interest, her effort, and her work product in the area that

we' re | ooki ng at.

CONGRESSWOMAN NANCY J OHNSON: Thank you. I"l'l be very
brief, but it is sort of sobering that the final draft of the
regulatory reformbill that — that ended up passing the House
overwhel mngly -- | think unani mously -- was scheduled for
final heari ng on September 11th.

CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Yeah. That’'s true.

CONGRESSWOMAN NANCY JOHNSON: And it's been that |ong
The other thing | wanted to nention is that this is about
regul atory burden and burden and streamnm ining, but nost of
i mportantly it’s about fairness. And |I think it's terribly
i mportant as we move throughout this conference that Medicare
has beconme a program that is asphyxiating the small provider
and squelching the little honme health agency and the
i ndependent doctor out there, and the smaller entities in our
heal thcare system  And we will not have access to healthcare
if we don't keep that in mnd all the way through this bill.

So | 'm delighted that you got through this bill. | consi der

this as going to have as much i npact on peoples’ lives as any
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section of the prescription drug bill. And | thank you, M.
Chai rman, and al so the staffs of both chanbers and of both
parties for their working through what seems to us easy but is
a |l ot of detail and actually at sonme points it's really quite
difficult and hot. So thank you very nuch to the staff and to

t he nembers.

CHAlI RMAN Bl LL THOMAS: If — any additional menbers,

if...

MALE VOICE 2: Chairman, it — | conpliment you and
others for making this happen. | just hope as we nmove t hrough
the other sections of the bill that we don’t undo the good work

t hat we’ ve just done, as far as making a very conpl ex

regulatory maze. I think we can avoid that but | think it
would be a — it’'d be easy to undo some good worKk.
CHAI RMAN BI LL THOMAS: Well, 1'11l just tell the

gentleman, one of the reasons | thought this would be nice to
put up on the wall is, that this is a fundamental rem nder of
what happens if you don’'t have this as a fundamental rem nder.
And with that the conference stands adjourned, uh, stands
recessed at the call of the Chair.

MALE VOI CE: (Unintelligible) adjourned yet. A little
early to adjourn it.

VO CES: (General conversation).

( END OF RECORDI NG)
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