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MALE VOI CE 1: Ladi es and gentl emen, the President of
the United States.

(Appl ause).

SECRETARY COLI N POWELL: Thank you | adi es and
gentlemen. Good afternoon. Thank you very nuch.

Good afternoon, | adies and gentlemen. M. Presi dent
| " m very honored to again welcone you to your State Departnent,
and | also want to welcone the distingui shed members of the
House and Senate who are here with us today, the distinguished
Anbassadors behind me, Senator Thonpson and our many other
guests who are here today to witness this very, very inportant
and historic signing ceremony.

As the President has said, the advance of freedom and
hope is chall enged by the spread of AIDS. Wth President
Bush’'s | eadership and the overwhel m ng bi parti san support of
the Congress, the United States continues to be the world’s
most powerful force for freedom and for hope.

The spread of political and economc liberties and
breakt hroughs in technology pernt us to truly envision a day
in this century when nost of humanity can be freed fromtyranny
and poverty. Yet these promsing trends which Anerica has done
so much to advance can be reversed if AIDS is left to rage.

HI'V is one of the biggest killers on the face of the
eart h. It is nmore devastating than any army, any conflict, or

any weapon of nmass destructi on. Responding to HIV/AIDS is not
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only a humanitarian and a public health issue. H V/ Al DS al so
carries profound inplications for prosperity, denocracy, and
security.

President Bush’'s | eadership in the internationa
campai gn agai nst AIDS is a dramatic denonstrati on of his deep
commtment to work at honme and abroad for a safer, freer,
better world for all people.

As the President has said, seldom has history offered a
greater opportunity to do so much for so nany. And t he passage
by Congress of the U.S. Leadershi p Against HIV/AIDS,
Tubercul osi s, and Mal aria Act of 2003 hel ps us seize that
opportunity.

| want to especially thank Senator Bill Frist for his
skillful stewardship of the legislation and for his passion as
both a statesman and physician in the fight against HI V/ Al DS.

| also want to thank Congressman Tom Lant os and
Chai rman Henry Hyde, who is not here with us today but is here
with us in spirit, as well as the leadership of the Senate
Foreign Relations commttee for their energetic efforts to see
the bill successfully through both houses of Congress.

The initiatives funded by this path-Dbreaking
| egi sl ation are in the best tradition of the Ameri can people.
| am pl eased to have so many anmbassadors here. AIDS is a
chal lenge for all of our countries and the United States wil

be your partner in this fight.
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My col | eague, Secretary of Health and Human Services
Tommy Thompson, has been a tireless advocate for this
| egi sl ation. He has seen firsthand the catastrophic effects of
AIDS, and | could not ask for a more determ ned or effective
col |l eague in the President’s canpaign against HI V/AIDS than
Tommy Thompson

And so now it is my pleasure to introduce to you all,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services and my good friend,
Secretary Tommy Thonpson.

(Appl ause) .

SECRETARY TOMMY THOMPSON: Thank you very much, Mr.
President. Thank you, Secretary Powell. And | want to thank
all of the nmembers from Congress and the ambassadors for their
tremendous support of this |egislation.

But |li ke Colin and all of our coll eagues, | am very
proud to work for a President who cares so much about health
t hat he exercises and eats right. (Laughter). He encour ages
our fellow Americans to develop healthy habits.

Best of all, he encourages Congress and State
Legi sl ators to ensure that Anericans have more choices for
health i nsurance and healthcare, and the high quality of care
t hat such competition provides.

Thanks to people like him Anericans have an optim stic
view of their health. W’ re living |longer and living better,

and we like it.
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Until very recently that view in Africa and the
Cari bbean was just the opposite, particularly when it comes to
AIDS. The spirit | saw there could only be descri bed as
hopelessness. As recently as a few months ago the Health
M ni sters of those affected nations waged a lonely and dooned
fight.

Look at what they confronted. In Sub- Saharan Africa
al most 9% of adults have HI V/AIDS. That's already nore than 25
mllion people, including 3 mllion younger than 15. Every day
more than 14, 000 additional Africans contract the virus, and
every day almost 8,500 die fromit.

Experts projected that over the next 20 years it killed
over 55 mllion Africans. In ten years there would be 40
mllion orphans. In Botswana 38% of adults have the virus and
life expectancy has fallen bel ow 40 years.

AIDS ruthlessly stri kes peoples down before their time,
destroys econonies, fam lies, orphans, childrens, and breeds
despair. This year the spirit and the reality have changed.

Last week in Geneva | met with the Health M nisters
fromthe countries included in the President’s plan. Their
eyes were glowing, their plans were energetic, and for the
first tinme in years hope was in their hearts.

And they give the credit to the willingness of one
nati on and one President to fight beside themto prevent and to

treat and to turn the tide against AIDS. And as Chairman of
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Gl obal Fund to Fight AI DS, Mal aria, and Tubercul osis, | share
t heir passion, their gratitude, and their thanks. And every
one of them says please tell the President thank you from the
bott om of our hearts.

So | am very privileged today to introduce a wonder ful
| eader, a great friend, a person |l eading on a very noble cause
- |l adi es and Gentl emen, the President of the United States of
Anerica.

(Appl ause).

PRESI DENT GEORGE W BUSH: Thank you all very nuch.
Thanks. Pl ease be seat ed. Thank you all very much. It’'s —
| " m so pleased that so many could be here to witness this
historic monent as our nation sets forth a great m ssion of
rescue.

The United States of America has a |ong tradition of
sacrifice in the cause of freedom And we’'ve got a |long
tradition of being generous in the service of humanity. We are
t he nation of the Marshall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, and the
Peace Corps. And now we're the Nation of the Emergency Pl an
for AIDS Relief.

(Appl ause).

HIV/ AIDS is one of the greatest medi cal challenges of

our time. The disease has killed nore than 20 mllion people.
Today 42 mllion more are living with HV. Across Africa this
disease is filling graveyards, and creating orphans, and
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| eaving mllions in a desperate fight for their own lives.
They will not fight alone, because they will have the help and
the friendship of the United States of America.

(Appl ause).

The legislation | signed today |launches an energency
effort that will provide $15 billion over the next five years
to fight AIDS abroad. This is the |argest single up-front
commtment in historic for an international public health
initiative involving a specific disease.

Anerica makes this comm tment for a clear reason
directly rooted in our founding. W believe in the value and
dignity of every human |ife.

(Appl ause).

In the face of preventable death and suffering we have
a moral duty to act and we are acting.

| want to thank Tommy Thompson and Colin Powell for
their | eadership on this crucial issue. There are no better
people than to trust in seeing that the great heart and
compassi on of America is recognized in our world through
acconpl i shment .

| appreciate - Tony Fauci is here. Tony’'s been on the
front Iine of the war against HIV/AIDS for a long time and |
appreci ate you representing the National Institute of Allergies
and Infectious Diseases.

(Appl ause).
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| appreciate Rich Carnmona as U.S. Surgeon General for
j oi ning us. Thank you for being here, Rich.

(Appl ause).

I want to thank a nmenmber of nmy staff, the Director of
the O fice of National AIDS Policy, Dr. Joseph O Neill, for his
| eader ship.

(Appl ause).

It is my honor to recognize Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, the
former President of Zanmbia, is with us today as well.

(Appl ause) .

|"m grateful that the ambassadors and senior officials
from African and Cari bbean nations are with us. | appreciate
their | eadership. Send the message back home that we are
earnest and determ ned to help you wi pe out AIDS in your
country.

(Appl ause).

I want to thank all of the faith-based and community

activists and |eaders who are here, who share our passion and

desire to help those who suffer. Your efforts took place long
bef ore we arrived here in Washington -- or at |least | arrived
here in Washington -- and all we want to do is stand by your

side as we march down a — the road of hopeful tonorrow for
people who suffer.
| want to thank the members of the House and the Senate

who are here. Bill Frist has been a | eader on this i ssue and
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he, along with Senator Richard Lugar and Senator Joe Biden,

Senate Foreign Relations Comm ttee delivered. M. Lugar, thank

you.
(Appl ause).
| appreciate my friend, Congressman Tom Lantos, for
bei ng here. He represents the House Foreign Rel ations

Committee. Chairman Hyde is not here but neverthel ess the two
wor ked really well together.

(Appl ause).

| ’m pl eased to see Senator Santorum and DeW ne are
here. Thank you all for com ng and thank you for your
| eadership on this issue.

| also want to thank nmembers of the House, Congressnan
Pitts, Smith, King, and Congresswoman Barbara Lee for joining
us as well. Thank you all for your interest and thanks for
com ng.

(Appl ause).

When | stood in front of the Congress four months ago |
was confident that the U.S. Congress would respond. | was
confident that they would hear the call for a bold initiative.
And they responded. And they have my gratitude and they have
the gratitude of mllions around the world for their | eadership
on this issue. And | want to thank you all very much.

(Appl ause).

This act of Congress addresses one of the most urgent
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needs of the modern worl d. Because of the AIDS pandem c a
child born today in Sub-Sahara Africa has a |life expectancy of
47 years. This disease falls most heavily on wonmen and

chil dren.

Nearly 60% of those infected by HIV in Sub-Sahara

Africa are women. Three mlIlion African children under 15 have
the AIDS virus -- three mllion -- and the disease has left 11
mllion orphans - nore children than live in the entire state

of Cali fornia.

Behi nd t hese numbers are names. There’s |Imbingonani
(m sspelled?), a 15-year-old boy who | ost both his nother and
father to AIDS and now struggles to feed his two siblings and
two nephews.

There's Leonara (misspelled?), the nother of five in
Kenya who cares for five other children she has taken into her
home. All of them AIDS orphans. Al of who would be on the
streets w thout her |ove.

There's Ruth, a young mother dying of AIDS at 24,
ostraci zed by her late husband’s famly, asking who will take
care of nmy children?

This is the daily reality of a continent in crisis, and
America will not | ook away. This great nation is stepping
forward to hel p.

The fight against AIDS is difficult, but not hopel ess.

We know how to prevent AIDS and we know how to treat it. The
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cost of effective nedicines has fallen dramatically. And we’ve
made progress here in our own country where we’' ve increased
spendi ng for domestic HIV prevention and care and treatment by
7% in next year’s budget.

We' Il also help the people across African who are
struggl i ng against this di sease and those who have proven on a
day- by-day basis the battle can be won.

We see hope in the work of individuals Iike the forner
President of Zambia, who | ost his son to AIDS — a son who |eft
several children to the care of their grandfather. The good
President turned his grief to good works and created the
Kennet h Kaunda Children of Africa Foundation. His foundation
pays for food and nedical care and schooling for AIDS orphans.

M. President, we honor you for your service and for
t he exampl e you have shown to others who live on your ravaged
continent. Thank you for com ng today, sir.

(Appl ause).

We see hope in the many religious and educational
institutions that are doing effective work on the front |ine of
the AIDS crisis. Cat holic Medical M ssion Board for example
runs 15 clinics in Southern Africa and Haiti, where more than
20, 000 pregnant wonmen each year receive HIV testing and
counseling and drug therapy to prevent the transm ssion of the
virus to their children.

| want to thank Jack Gal braith for the fine work of
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Cat holic Medical M ssion, and | want to thank all of you all

who’ ve heard that call to | ove a neighbor just like you d |like
to be I oved yourself. Thank you for your service to those who
suf fer. May God continue to bless your work.

(Appl ause).

We see hope in the actions of African governnents that
are acting responsibly and aggressively to fight AIDS. The
nati on of Uganda is pursuing a successfully strategy of
prevention, emphasizing abstinence and marital fidelity, as
wel |l as the responsi ble use of condoms to prevent HIV
transm ssi on.

The results in Uganda have been remarkable. The Al DS
infection rate has fallen sharply since 1990 and in sone places
t he percentage of pregnant women with H 'V has been cut in half.
The Uganda plan is provide — proving that major progress is
possible, and now we nmust spread that progress to suffering
nati ons throughout the world.

By the legislation | will sign today the United States
of America will take the side of individuals and groups and
governments fighting H V/AIDS in Africa and ot her parts of the
world. We will provide unprecedented resources to the effort
and we will keep our comm tment until we have turned the tide
agai nst Al DS.

(Appl ause).

Under this legislation Anerica will provide additional
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money for the G obal Fund for AIDS Relief, and additional
funding for our efforts in many countries to prevent mother-to-
child transm ssion of the di sease. And we will focus our
efforts on 12 African and two Cari bbean countries where

HIV/ AIDS is heavily concentrat ed

We will purchase | ow-cost antiretroviral medications
and ot her drugs that are needed to save lives. W will set up
a broad and efficient network to deliver drugs to the farthest
reaches of Africa, even by notorcycle or bicycle.

We will train doctors and nurses and other healthcare
prof essionals so they can treat HI V/ AIDS patients. W will
renovat e and where necessary build and equip clinics and
| aboratories. We will support the care of AIDS orphans by
training and hiring childcare workers. W' Il provide home-
based care to ease the suffering of people living with AlDS.

We'I| provide HV testing throughout all regions of the
targeted countries. W' |l support absti nence-based prevention
education for young people in schools and churches and
community centers.

We will assist faith-based and community organi zati ons
to provide treatment, prevention, and support services in
communi ties affected by H V/ Al DS

We' re devel oping a systemto evaluate and nonitor this
entire program So we can truly say to people we care more

about results than words. We're interested in lives saved and

1, . . . _
kaisernetwork.org makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of written transcripts, but due to the nature of transcribing recorded
material and the deadlines involved, they may contain errors or incomplete content. We apologize for any inaccuracies.



President Bush Signs HIV/AIDS Legislation 14
5/27/03

l[ives will be saved.
(Appl ause).

Thi s comprehensi ve program has the potential in this

decade to prevent 7 mllion new HIV infections, provide life-
extendi ng drugs to at least 2 mllion infected people, give
humane care to 10 mllion HIV sufferers and Al DS or phans.

This is a massive undertaking and the dedicated nen and wonmen

of the United States government are eager to get started.

To coordinate this effort | will soon nomnate a Gl obal
Al DS Coordi nator who will have the rank of anbassador. This
coordi nator will work closely with the Departments of State and

Heal th and Human Services, as well as with USAI D and t he
Centers for Disease Control to direct the efforts in the
wor | dwi de fight agai nst Al DS.

|’ m going to Europe here at the end of this week and
will chall enge our partners and our friends to foll ow our |ead
and to make a simlar comm tnment made by the United States of
Anmerica so we can save even nore |lives.

(Appl ause).

I will rem nd themthat time is not on our side. Every
day of del ay means 8, 000 more AIDS deaths in Africa and 14,000
more i nfections every day. Fourteen thousand more people w ||
be infected. [I’'Il urge our European partners in Japan and
Canada to join this great m ssion of rescue, to match their

good intentions with real resources.
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The suffering in Africa is great. The suffering in the
Cari bbean is great. The United States of America has the power
and we have the moral duty to help. And |I’m proud that our
bl essed and generous nation is fulfilling that duty.

(Appl ause).

Now it is my honor and high privilege to sign this
| ifesaving piece of |egislation. God bless you all.

(Appl ause).

[ END OF RECORDI NG
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