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MALE VOI CE 1:   Ladi es  and gen t l emen,  t he  Pr es i den t  of

t he  Un i t ed  St a t es .

( App l aus e) .

SECRETARY COL I N POWELL:   Thank  you  l adi es  and

gen t l emen.   Good  a f t e r noon .   Thank  y ou  v e r y  muc h .

Good  a f t er noon ,  l adi es  and  gen t l emen .   Mr .  Pr es i den t ,

I ’ m ve r y  hono r ed  t o aga i n we l c ome  you  t o  you r  St at e  Depa r t men t ,

and  I  a l so  wan t  t o  we l c ome  t he  di s t i ngui s hed  member s  o f  t he

Hous e and Sena t e  who  ar e  he r e wi t h  us  t oday ,  t he  d i s t i ngu i shed

Ambass ador s  behi nd  me ,  Sena t or  Thomps on and  ou r  many o t he r

gues t s  who  ar e  he r e t oday t o  wi t ness  t hi s  v e r y ,  ve r y  i mpo r t an t

and  hi s t or i c  s i gn i ng  ce r emony.

As t he  Pr es i dent  has  sa i d,  t he  adv anc e  o f  f r eedom and

hope  i s  cha l l enged  by  t he s p r ead o f  AI DS.   Wi t h  Pr es i den t

Bus h ’ s  l eader s hi p  and  t he ov er whe l mi ng  b i pa r t i s an s uppor t  of

t he  Cong r es s,  t he  Un i t ed  St a t es  c ont i nues  t o  be  t he  wo r l d ’ s

mos t  power f ul  f o r c e f or  f r eedom and f o r  hope .

The  sp r ead  of  po l i t i c al  and  ec onomi c  l i be r t i es  and

b r eakt h r oughs  i n  t ec hno l ogy  pe r mi t  us  t o  t r u l y  env i s i on a  day

i n t hi s  cen t u r y  when  mos t  o f  human i t y  can  be  f r eed  f r om t y r anny

and  pov e r t y .   Ye t  t hese  pr omi s i ng  t r ends  wh i ch  Amer i c a  has  done

s o muc h  t o  adv anc e  c an be r eve r sed  i f  AI DS i s  l e f t  t o  r age .

HI V i s  one  of  t he  bi gges t  k i l l e r s  on  t he  f ac e o f  t he

ear t h.   I t  i s  mo r e  devas t a t i ng  t han any a r my ,  any c on f l i c t ,  o r

any  weapon  of  mas s  dest r uc t i on .   Res pond i ng  t o  HI V/ AI DS i s  no t
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onl y  a  humani t ar i an and  a publ i c  hea l t h i ss ue.   HI V/ AI DS a l s o

c ar r i es  pr o f ound  i mp l i c a t i ons f or  pr os pe r i t y ,  democ r ac y,  and

s ec u r i t y .

Pr es i den t  Bus h ’ s  l eader s hi p  i n  t he  i n t er nat i ona l

c ampai gn  agai ns t  AI DS i s  a  d r amat i c  demonst r at i on o f  h i s  deep

c ommi t ment  t o  wo r k  a t  home  and  ab r oad  f o r  a  sa f e r ,  f r eer ,

bet t er  wor l d f or  a l l  peopl e .

As t he  Pr es i dent  has  sa i d,  s el dom has  hi s t o r y  o f f e r ed  a

g r ea t e r  oppor t un i t y  t o do s o  much  f o r  so  many.   And  t he pass age

by Cong r es s  o f  t he  U. S.  Leader s hi p  Aga i ns t  HI V/ AI DS,

Tube r c u l os i s ,  and  Ma l ar i a Ac t  o f  2003  he l ps  us  s ei z e t ha t

oppo r t un i t y .

I  want  t o espec i a l l y  t hank  Sena t o r  Bi l l  Fr i s t  f o r  h i s

s k i l l f u l  s t ewa r ds h i p  of  t he  l eg i s l at i on and  f o r  hi s  pass i on as

bot h  a  s t a t es man  and  phy s i c i an  i n  t he  f i ght  aga i ns t  HI V/ AI DS.

I  a l so  wan t  t o  t hank  Congr es sman Tom Lan t os  and

Cha i r man  Henr y  Hy de,  who  i s  no t  he r e  wi t h  us  t oday  bu t  i s  he r e

wi t h  us  i n  sp i r i t ,  as  we l l  as  t he  l eader s hi p  o f  t he  Sena t e

For e i gn  Re l at i ons  commi t t ee  f o r  t hei r  ene r ge t i c  ef f or t s  t o  s ee

t he  bi l l  s ucc ess f u l l y  t h r ough bot h  houses  o f  Congr ess .

The  i n i t i a t i v es  f unded by t h i s  pa t h- b r eak i ng

l eg i s l a t i on  a r e i n  t he bes t  t r adi t i on  of  t he  Amer i c an  peop l e .

I  am p l eas ed t o have  so  many  ambas sado r s  he r e.   AI DS i s  a

c ha l l enge f or  al l  of  ou r  c ount r i es  and  t he Uni t ed St a t es  wi l l

be y ou r  pa r t ne r  i n  t h i s  f i gh t .
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My c ol l eague,  Sec r et a r y  of  Hea l t h  and  Human  Se r v i c es

Tommy Thompson ,  has been  a  t i r e l es s  advoc at e  f o r  t h i s

l eg i s l a t i on .   He  has  seen f i r s t hand t he c at as t r oph i c  e f f ec t s  of

AI DS,  and I  c oul d  no t  as k  f o r  a  mor e  det e r mi ned  or  ef f ec t i ve

c ol l eague i n t he  Pr es i dent ’ s  c ampa i gn  aga i ns t  HI V/ AI DS t han

Tommy Thompson .

And  so  now i t  i s  my p l easu r e  t o  i n t r oduc e  t o  y ou  a l l ,

t he  Sec r et a r y  of  Hea l t h  and  Human  Se r v i c es and  my good  f r i end ,

Sec r et a r y  Tommy Thompson .

( App l aus e) .

SECRETARY TOMMY THOMPSON:   Thank  you  v e r y  muc h ,  Mr .

Pr es i den t .   Thank  you ,  Sec r e t a r y  Powe l l .   And I  wan t  t o t hank

a l l  of  t he  member s  f r om Cong r es s and  t he  ambas s ado r s  f or  t he i r

t r emendous  suppo r t  o f  t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on .

But  l i k e  Co l i n  and  a l l  o f  ou r  c ol l eagues ,  I  am v er y

p r oud t o  wo r k  f o r  a Pr es i den t  who  ca r es s o muc h  about  hea l t h

t ha t  he  ex e r c i ses  and  ea t s  r i gh t .   ( Laugh t e r ) .   He  enc ou r ages

our  f e l l ow Amer i c ans  t o  dev e l op  heal t hy  hab i t s .

Bes t  o f  al l ,  he encou r ages  Cong r es s and St a t e

Leg i s l a t or s  t o  ens ur e  t hat  Amer i c ans  hav e  mor e  c ho i ces  f o r

hea l t h  i ns u r ance  and  hea l t hc ar e ,  and  t he  hi gh qual i t y  of  c ar e

t ha t  s uc h c ompet i t i on  p r ov i des .

Thanks  t o peop l e  l i k e  h i m,  Amer i c ans  hav e  an  op t i mi s t i c

v i ew o f  t he i r  hea l t h .   We’ r e  l i v i ng l onge r  and  l i v i ng  be t t er ,

and  we  l i k e  i t .
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Unt i l  v e r y  r ec en t l y  t ha t  v i ew i n Af r i c a and  t he

Car i bbean was  j us t  t he oppos i t e ,  par t i cu l ar l y  when  i t  comes t o

AI DS.   The  sp i r i t  I  s aw t he r e c ou l d on l y  be  des c r i bed  as

hope l es s nes s.   As  r ec en t l y  as  a  f ew mont hs ago  t he  Hea l t h

Mi n i s t e r s  o f  t hos e  a f f ec t ed  na t i ons waged  a  l one l y  and  doomed

f i gh t .

Look  a t  wha t  t hey  con f r ont ed .   I n  Sub - Sahar an Af r i c a

a l most  9% o f  adu l t s  hav e  HI V/ AI DS.   That ’ s  a l r eady  mor e t han  25

mi l l i on  peopl e ,  i nc l udi ng 3  mi l l i on y ounger  t han  15 .   Ev e r y  day

mor e  t han 14, 000  add i t i ona l  Af r i c ans  c on t r ac t  t he v i r us ,  and

eve r y  day a l most  8 , 500 d i e  f r om i t .

Expe r t s  pr o j ec t ed  t ha t  ove r  t he  next  20 y ea r s  i t  k i l l ed

ove r  55  mi l l i on Af r i c ans .   I n t en  yea r s  t he r e woul d  be  40

mi l l i on  or phans.   I n  Bo t swana 38% of  adu l t s  hav e  t he v i r us  and

l i f e  ex pec t anc y has f al l en  bel ow 40 y ear s .

AI DS r u t hl ess l y  s t r i k es  peop l es  down  bef o r e  t he i r  t i me ,

des t r oy s  ec onomi es ,  f ami l i es ,  o r phans ,  c h i l d r ens ,  and  br eeds

des pai r .   Thi s  y ea r  t he  sp i r i t  and  t he  r eal i t y  hav e  c hanged.

Las t  week i n Genev a I  me t  wi t h  t he  Hea l t h  Mi ni s t er s

f r om t he  c oun t r i es  i nc l uded  i n  t he  Pr es i den t ’ s  p l an .   The i r

eyes  we r e g l owi ng ,  t hei r  p l ans  we r e ener get i c ,  and  f o r  t he

f i r s t  t i me  i n  yea r s  hope  was  i n  t hei r  hea r t s .

And  t hey  g i ve  t he  cr edi t  t o  t he  wi l l i ngness  of  one

nat i on  and  one  Pr es i den t  t o  f i ght  bes i de  t hem t o  p r ev ent  and  t o

t r ea t  and t o t ur n  t he  t i de  aga i ns t  AI DS.   And as  Chai r man  of
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Gl obal  Fund  t o  Fi ght  AI DS,  Mal a r i a ,  and Tube r c u l os i s ,  I  s har e

t he i r  pass i on ,  t he i r  gr a t i t ude ,  and t hei r  t hank s .   And  ev e r y

one  of  t hem s ays  p l ease  t e l l  t he Pr es i den t  t hank  y ou f r om t he

bot t om o f  our  hea r t s .

So I  am ve r y  p r i v i l eged  t oday t o i nt r oduc e a  wonde r f u l

l eader ,  a g r ea t  f r i end,  a pe r s on l ead i ng  on  a v e r y  nob l e  c aus e

-  l adi es  and Gen t l emen,  t he  Pr es i den t  of  t he  Un i t ed  St at es  o f

Amer i c a .

( App l aus e) .

PRESI DENT GEORGE W.  BUSH:   Thank  you  a l l  v e r y  muc h.

Thanks .   Pl eas e be  s eat ed.   Thank  you  al l  v e r y  muc h .   I t ’ s  –

I ’ m so  p l eased  t ha t  s o many  cou l d  be  her e  t o  wi t nes s t hi s

h i s t or i c  momen t  as  ou r  nat i on s et s  f o r t h  a g r ea t  mi ss i on  o f

r es c ue .

The  Un i t ed  St a t es  of  Amer i c a  has a  l ong t r ad i t i on o f

s ac r i f i c e i n t he  c aus e o f  f r eedom.   And we’ v e go t  a  l ong

t r ad i t i on o f  bei ng  gene r ous  i n  t he  s e r v i c e o f  human i t y .   We a r e

t he  na t i on  of  t he  Mar sha l l  Pl an ,  t he  Ber l i n  Ai r l i f t ,  and  t he

Peac e Co r ps .   And  now we ’ r e  t he  Na t i on  o f  t he Emer genc y Pl an

f or  AI DS Re l i e f .

( App l aus e) .

HI V/ AI DS i s  one o f  t he g r ea t es t  medi c a l  c ha l l enges  of

our  t i me .   The  d i s eas e has  k i l l ed  mor e  t han  20  mi l l i on  peopl e .

Today 42  mi l l i on  mor e  a r e l i v i ng wi t h  HI V.   Ac r oss  Af r i c a  t h i s

d i s eas e  i s  f i l l i ng  g r av eya r ds,  and  c r eat i ng  or phans ,  and
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l eav i ng  mi l l i ons  i n a  despe r at e  f i gh t  f o r  t hei r  own  l i ves .

They  wi l l  not  f i gh t  a l one,  bec aus e  t hey wi l l  hav e t he  he l p  and

t he  f r i ends hi p  o f  t he  Un i t ed  St at es  o f  Amer i ca .

( App l aus e) .

The  l eg i s l a t i on I  s i gned  t oday  l aunc hes an emer genc y

e f f o r t  t ha t  wi l l  p r ov i de  $15  b i l l i on  ove r  t he next  f i v e y ear s

t o f i gh t  AI DS ab r oad .   Thi s  i s  t he  l a r ges t  s i ng l e up- f r on t

c ommi t ment  i n  hi s t or i c  f or  an i nt e r na t i onal  pub l i c  hea l t h

i ni t i a t i ve  i nv ol v i ng  a s pec i f i c  d i seas e.

Amer i c a  mak es  t h i s  c ommi t men t  f or  a c l ea r  r eas on

d i r ec t l y  r oot ed i n  ou r  f ound i ng .   We  bel i ev e  i n  t he  v a l ue  and

d i gn i t y  of  ev e r y  human l i f e .

( App l aus e) .

I n t he  f ac e  o f  p r even t ab l e  dea t h and  s uf f er i ng  we hav e

a  mor a l  du t y  t o ac t  and  we  a r e  ac t i ng .

I  want  t o t hank Tommy  Thomps on  and  Co l i n  Powel l  f o r

t he i r  l eade r s h i p  on t hi s  c r uc i a l  i ss ue .   The r e  a r e  no  be t t er

peop l e  t han  t o  t r us t  i n  see i ng  t ha t  t he g r ea t  hear t  and

c ompas s i on  of  Amer i c a  i s  r ec ogn i z ed i n  ou r  wor l d  t h r ough

acc omp l i shmen t .

I  appr ec i a t e -  Tony Fauc i  i s  he r e .   Tony ’ s  been  on  t he

f r on t  l i ne  of  t he  wa r  agai ns t  HI V/ AI DS f o r  a  l ong t i me  and  I

app r ec i a t e  you  r ep r es en t i ng  t he  Na t i onal  I ns t i t u t e  of  Al l e r g i es

and  I n f ec t i ous  Di s eas es .

( App l aus e) .
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I  appr ec i a t e Ri c h  Ca r mona as  U. S.  Su r geon  Gene r a l  f or

j oi n i ng  us .   Thank  y ou f or  bei ng her e ,  Ri ch .

( App l aus e) .

I  want  t o t hank a  member  o f  my  s t a f f ,  t he  Di r ec t or  of

t he  Of f i ce  of  Na t i ona l  AI DS Po l i c y ,  Dr .  J os eph  O’ Ne i l l ,  f o r  h i s

l eader s h i p .

( App l aus e) .

I t  i s  my  hono r  t o  r ec ogn i z e  Dr .  Kenne t h Kaunda ,  t he

f or mer  Pr es i dent  o f  Zamb i a ,  i s  wi t h us  t oday  as  we l l .

( App l aus e) .

I ’ m gr a t ef u l  t ha t  t he  ambas s ado r s  and  sen i o r  o f f i c i al s

f r om Af r i c an and  Car i bbean  nat i ons  a r e  wi t h  us .   I  app r ec i at e

t he i r  l eade r s h i p .   Send  t he  mes sage back  home t hat  we  ar e

ear nes t  and  de t e r mi ned t o he l p  you  wi pe out  AI DS i n  y our

c oun t r y .

( App l aus e) .

I  want  t o t hank a l l  o f  t he  f ai t h- bas ed  and c ommuni t y

act i v i s t s  and  l eader s  who a r e her e ,  who s ha r e ou r  pas s i on  and

des i r e  t o hel p  t hose  who  s u f f e r .   You r  e f f o r t s  t ook  p l ac e  l ong

bef o r e  we a r r i ved  he r e i n Wash i ng t on  - -  o r  a t  l eas t  I  ar r i ved

her e  i n  Was hi ngt on  - -  and a l l  we wan t  t o  do  i s  s t and by  y our

s i de  as  we  mar ch  down  a  – t he r oad  o f  hopef u l  t omor r ow f o r

peop l e  who  su f f e r .

I  want  t o t hank t he member s  of  t he  House  and  t he  Sena t e

who  ar e  he r e.   Bi l l  Fr i s t  has been  a  l eader  on  t hi s  i s sue  and
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he,  al ong wi t h  Senat o r  Ri c ha r d  Lugar  and  Senat o r  J oe Bi den ,

Sena t e  For e i gn  Re l at i ons  Commi t t ee  de l i v e r ed .   Mr .  Lugar ,  t hank

y ou .

( App l aus e) .

I  appr ec i a t e my f r i end,  Cong r es sman Tom Lan t os ,  f o r

bei ng he r e .   He r epr esen t s  t he  House  For e i gn  Re l at i ons

Commi t t ee.   Chai r man  Hy de i s  no t  her e  bu t  neve r t he l es s  t he  t wo

wor k ed  r ea l l y  we l l  t oge t he r .

( App l aus e) .

I ’ m pl eased  t o  s ee  Sena t or  San t or um and DeWi ne  a r e

her e .   Thank y ou  a l l  f o r  c omi ng  and t hank  y ou f o r  y ou r

l eader s h i p  on  t h i s  i s sue .

I  a l so  wan t  t o  t hank  member s  o f  t he Hous e ,  Cong r es s man

Pi t t s ,  Smi t h,  Ki ng ,  and  Cong r es swoman  Ba r ba r a Lee f or  j o i n i ng

us as  we l l .   Thank  y ou a l l  f or  you r  i n t e r es t  and  t hank s f o r

c omi ng .

( App l aus e) .

When  I  s t ood i n f r on t  o f  t he  Cong r es s  f ou r  mon t hs ago  I

was  con f i dent  t ha t  t he U. S.  Congr ess  wou l d r es pond .   I  was

c on f i den t  t ha t  t hey wou l d hear  t he  c a l l  f or  a bo l d  i n i t i a t i v e .

And  t hey  r esponded .   And  t hey hav e  my  gr a t i t ude  and  t hey  hav e

t he  gr a t i t ude  of  mi l l i ons  a r ound t he  wor l d f or  t he i r  l eade r s h i p

on t hi s  i s s ue .   And I  want  t o t hank y ou a l l  ve r y  much .

( App l aus e) .

Thi s  ac t  o f  Cong r ess  add r es s es  one  o f  t he  most  u r gent
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needs o f  t he mode r n wor l d.   Bec aus e o f  t he AI DS pandemi c  a

c hi l d bo r n  t oday  i n Sub - Saha r a  Af r i c a  has  a  l i f e  ex pec t anc y o f

47 y ea r s .   Th i s  d i sease  f a l l s  mos t  heav i l y  on women  and

c hi l dr en .

Nea r l y  60% of  t hos e i nf ec t ed  by  HI V i n  Sub- Saha r a

Af r i ca  a r e  women .   Th r ee  mi l l i on Af r i c an  ch i l d r en unde r  15  have

t he  AI DS v i r us  - -  t h r ee  mi l l i on  - -  and  t he d i s ease  has  l e f t  11

mi l l i on  or phans -  mo r e c hi l d r en  t han  l i v e  i n  t he  en t i r e s t at e

o f  Cal i f or n i a .

Beh i nd  t hes e number s  ar e  names .   The r e ’ s  I mb i ngonan i

( mi s spe l l ed?) ,  a  15- y ea r - o l d  boy who  l os t  bo t h  h i s  mo t he r  and

f at her  t o AI DS and  now s t r uggl es  t o f eed  hi s  t wo  s i bl i ngs  and

t wo  nephews .

The r e’ s  Leona r a ( mi s s pe l l ed? ) ,  t he  mo t he r  o f  f i v e i n

Keny a who c ar es f o r  f i v e  o t her  ch i l d r en s he  has  t ak en  i n t o  he r

home .   Al l  of  t hem AI DS or phans .   Al l  of  who  wou l d  be  on  t he

s t r eet s  wi t hou t  he r  l ov e .

The r e’ s  Ru t h,  a y oung  mo t he r  dy i ng  o f  AI DS a t  24 ,

os t r ac i z ed  by  he r  l a t e hus band ’ s  f ami l y ,  as k i ng  who  wi l l  t ak e

c ar e  o f  my  ch i l d r en?

Thi s  i s  t he  da i l y  r ea l i t y  o f  a  con t i nent  i n  c r i s i s ,  and

Amer i c a  wi l l  not  l ook  away .   Th i s  gr ea t  nat i on  i s  s t eppi ng

f or war d  t o  he l p.

The  f i gh t  aga i ns t  AI DS i s  d i f f i cu l t ,  but  no t  hopel ess .

We k now how t o  p r even t  AI DS and  we  k now how t o  t r ea t  i t .   The
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c os t  o f  ef f ec t i v e  med i c i nes  has  f a l l en  d r ama t i c a l l y .   And  we ’ ve

made  p r ogr ess  he r e  i n  ou r  own c oun t r y  whe r e  we ’ v e i nc r eas ed

s pendi ng  f o r  domes t i c  HI V p r ev ent i on  and  ca r e and t r ea t men t  by

7% i n next  yea r ’ s  budge t .

We’ l l  a l so  he l p t he peop l e  acr oss  Af r i can  who a r e

s t r ugg l i ng  aga i ns t  t h i s  di s eas e  and t hos e  who have  pr oven  on  a

day - by - day  bas i s  t he  ba t t l e  can  be  won .

We s ee  hope  i n  t he  wo r k  of  i nd i v i dua l s  l i ke  t he  f o r mer

Pr es i den t  o f  Zamb i a,  who  l os t  h i s  son  t o  AI DS –  a s on  who  l e f t

s ev e r a l  ch i l d r en  t o t he  ca r e  o f  t hei r  gr and f at he r .   The good

Pr es i den t  t ur ned  h i s  gr i ef  t o good  wo r ks  and  c r eat ed t he

Kennet h  Kaunda  Ch i l d r en  of  Af r i ca  Founda t i on .   Hi s  f ounda t i on

pay s  f o r  f ood  and  med i c a l  c a r e  and  s c hoo l i ng  f o r  AI DS or phans .

Mr .  Pr es i dent ,  we  honor  you  f o r  y our  s er v i c e  and  f o r

t he  ex ampl e  y ou have  shown  t o o t he r s  who  l i v e on  y our  r av aged

c on t i nen t .   Thank  you  f o r  c omi ng t oday ,  s i r .

( App l aus e) .

We s ee  hope  i n  t he  many  r e l i gi ous  and  educa t i ona l

i ns t i t u t i ons t ha t  ar e  do i ng  ef f ec t i v e  wo r k  on t he f r on t  l i ne  of

t he  AI DS c r i s i s .   Ca t ho l i c  Med i ca l  Mi s s i on Boa r d  f o r  examp l e

r uns  15  c l i ni c s  i n  Sout her n  Af r i c a  and  Ha i t i ,  wher e  mor e  t han

20, 000  p r egnan t  women  each  y ea r  r ece i v e HI V t es t i ng  and

c ounse l i ng  and  d r ug t he r apy  t o  pr even t  t he t r ans mi s s i on o f  t he

v i r us  t o  t hei r  c h i l d r en .

I  want  t o t hank J ack  Ga l br a i t h  f o r  t he  f i ne  wo r k  o f
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Cat hol i c  Medi c al  Mi s s i on ,  and I  want  t o t hank a l l  o f  y ou  a l l

who ’ ve  hea r d t ha t  ca l l  t o l ove  a nei ghbo r  j us t  l i k e  y ou’ d  l i k e

t o be l oved  y our s e l f .   Thank  y ou f or  y ou r  s e r v i c e t o t hos e  who

s uf f er .   May God  c on t i nue t o  b l es s  y ou r  wor k .

( App l aus e) .

We s ee  hope  i n  t he  ac t i ons  o f  Af r i can  gov er nmen t s  t ha t

a r e  ac t i ng  r es pons i b l y  and  agg r es s i v e l y  t o f i gh t  AI DS.   The

nat i on  o f  Uganda  i s  pur s ui ng  a  suc ces s f u l l y  s t r a t egy o f

p r ev en t i on ,  emphas i z i ng  abs t i nenc e  and  mar i t al  f i de l i t y ,  as

wel l  as  t he  r espons i b l e  us e  of  condoms  t o  p r ev en t  HI V

t r ansmi s s i on.

The  r es u l t s  i n  Uganda  have  been  r emar k ab l e.   The  AI DS

i nf ec t i on r at e  has  f a l l en s har p l y  s i nc e 1990  and  i n  s ome  p l ac es

t he  pe r c en t age  o f  pr egnant  women wi t h  HI V has been  cu t  i n  ha l f .

The  Uganda  pl an i s  p r ov i de  –  p r ov i ng  t ha t  ma j o r  pr ogr ess  i s

pos s i b l e ,  and  now we  mus t  s p r ead t ha t  pr ogr ess  t o s uf f er i ng

nat i ons  t h r oughou t  t he wor l d .

By t he  l eg i s l a t i on  I  wi l l  s i gn  t oday  t he  Un i t ed  St a t es

o f  Amer i ca  wi l l  t ake  t he  s i de o f  i nd i v i dual s  and  g r oups and

gov e r nment s  f i gh t i ng  HI V/ AI DS i n Af r i c a and  ot he r  par t s  o f  t he

wor l d.   We  wi l l  p r ov i de  unp r ec eden t ed  r es ou r ces  t o  t he  e f f or t

and  we  wi l l  k eep  our  commi t men t  un t i l  we  hav e t u r ned t he  t i de

aga i ns t  AI DS.

( App l aus e) .

Unde r  t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on Amer i ca  wi l l  p r ov i de  add i t i ona l
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money f o r  t he  Gl obal  Fund f o r  AI DS Re l i e f ,  and  add i t i ona l

f und i ng  f o r  ou r  e f f o r t s  i n  many  c oun t r i es  t o  p r even t  mot he r - t o-

c hi l d t r ans mi s s i on  o f  t he d i sease .   And we wi l l  f oc us  ou r

e f f o r t s  on  12  Af r i can  and t wo Car i bbean c oun t r i es  whe r e

HI V/ AI DS i s  heav i l y  c onc en t r at ed.

We wi l l  pu r chase  l ow- cos t  an t i r et r ov i r al  med i c a t i ons

and  ot he r  d r ugs t hat  ar e  needed  t o  s av e l i v es .   We  wi l l  s e t  up

a  b r oad  and  e f f i c i en t  ne t wo r k  t o del i v er  dr ugs  t o t he  f a r t hes t

r eac hes  of  Af r i c a ,  ev en  by  mot o r c y c l e  or  bi c yc l e .

We wi l l  t r a i n  doc t or s  and nu r s es and  o t he r  hea l t hc a r e

p r o f es s i ona l s  so  t hey  c an t r ea t  HI V/ AI DS pa t i en t s .   We  wi l l

r enova t e  and whe r e  neces sa r y  bu i l d  and  equi p  c l i ni c s  and

l abo r a t o r i es .   We  wi l l  s uppo r t  t he  c a r e o f  AI DS or phans by

t r a i ni ng  and h i r i ng c hi l dc a r e wor k er s .   We’ l l  p r ov i de  home-

bas ed c a r e  t o  eas e  t he s uf f e r i ng o f  peop l e l i v i ng wi t h  AI DS.

We’ l l  p r ov i de  HI V t es t i ng t h r oughout  a l l  r eg i ons  o f  t he

t ar get ed  c oun t r i es .   We ’ l l  s uppor t  abs t i nenc e- based  p r ev en t i on

educ at i on f or  young peop l e  i n s chool s  and  c hur c hes  and

c ommun i t y  c en t er s .

We wi l l  as s i s t  f a i t h - bas ed  and  commun i t y  or gan i z at i ons

t o p r ov i de  t r eat ment ,  p r ev en t i on,  and  suppo r t  s e r v i ces  i n

c ommun i t i es  a f f ec t ed  by  HI V/ AI DS.

We’ r e deve l op i ng  a  s y s t em t o  ev al uat e  and  moni t o r  t hi s

ent i r e  p r og r am.   So we c an  t r u l y  s ay  t o peop l e  we c ar e  mor e

abou t  r esu l t s  t han  wo r ds .   We’ r e i nt e r es t ed  i n  l i v es  s av ed  and
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l i v es  wi l l  be  sav ed.

( App l aus e) .

Thi s  c ompr ehens i v e  p r og r am has  t he  po t en t i a l  i n  t h i s

dec ade  t o p r ev en t  7 mi l l i on  new HI V i n f ec t i ons ,  pr ov i de l i f e -

ex t end i ng d r ugs t o  a t  l eas t  2 mi l l i on  i n f ec t ed  peop l e ,  g i v e

humane  c ar e  t o  10  mi l l i on HI V s uf f er e r s  and  AI DS o r phans .

Thi s  i s  a mas s i v e  under t ak i ng and  t he  ded i c a t ed  men  and women

o f  t he  Uni t ed  St a t es  gov er nmen t  a r e eage r  t o  ge t  s t ar t ed .

To c oo r d i na t e  t h i s  e f f o r t  I  wi l l  s oon  nomi na t e  a  Gl oba l

AI DS Coo r d i na t or  who  wi l l  have  t he  r ank o f  ambas sador .   Th i s

c oo r di na t o r  wi l l  wor k  c l os e l y  wi t h  t he  Depa r t men t s  of  St a t e and

Hea l t h  and  Human  Ser v i c es,  as  wel l  as  wi t h USAI D and t he

Cen t er s  f o r  Di seas e Con t r o l  t o  di r ec t  t he  e f f o r t s  i n t he

wor l dwi de f i gh t  agai ns t  AI DS.

I ’ m go i ng t o Eur ope her e  a t  t he  end o f  t h i s  week  and I

wi l l  c ha l l enge  ou r  pa r t ner s  and  ou r  f r i ends  t o  f ol l ow ou r  l ead

and  t o  mak e  a  s i mi l a r  c ommi t men t  made  by  t he  Un i t ed  St at es  o f

Amer i c a  so  we  can  sav e even  mor e l i v es .

( App l aus e) .

I  wi l l  r emi nd  t hem t hat  t i me  i s  no t  on  ou r  s i de .   Eve r y

day  of  del ay  means  8 , 000  mor e AI DS dea t hs  i n  Af r i c a  and 14 , 000

mor e  i n f ec t i ons ev er y  day.   Fou r t een  t housand mor e  peopl e  wi l l

be i nf ec t ed .   I ’ l l  u r ge  ou r  Eu r opean  par t ne r s  i n  J apan  and

Canada  t o j oi n  t h i s  g r ea t  mi ss i on  of  r es c ue ,  t o  ma t ch  t he i r

good  i n t en t i ons wi t h  r ea l  r esou r c es.
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The  su f f er i ng  i n  Af r i ca  i s  g r ea t .   The  s u f f e r i ng  i n  t he

Car i bbean i s  g r ea t .   The  Un i t ed  St at es  o f  Amer i c a has  t he  power

and  we  hav e  t he mor a l  du t y  t o hel p .   And  I ’ m p r oud  t ha t  ou r

b l es sed  and  gene r ous  na t i on  i s  f u l f i l l i ng  t hat  dut y .

( App l aus e) .

Now i t  i s  my hono r  and h i gh  pr i v i l ege  t o  s i gn t h i s

l i f esav i ng  pi ece  o f  l eg i s l a t i on .   God  bl ess  you  al l .

( App l aus e) .

[ END OF RECORDI NG]


