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MALE VOI CE 1:  Lad i es  and  gen t l emen ,  t he Pr es i den t  o f

t he  Un i t ed  St a t es  ac c ompan i ed by  Sec r e t a r y  o f  St at e ,  Col i n

Powe l l  and  Sec r e t a r y  of  Hea l t h  and  Human  Se r v i c es,  Tommy

Thomps on .

PRESI DENT GEORGE W.  BUSH:  Thank  y ou  al l  v e r y  muc h .

Thank y ou.  Pl eas e .  Thank  y ou  a l l  v er y  muc h f or  t he  wa r m

wel c ome ,  we l c ome  t o t he  peop l e ' s  hous e ,  The  Wh i t e Hous e.  I t ' s

my hono r  t o  we l c ome member s  of  t he  Un i t ed  St at es  Sena t e and t he

Uni t ed  St a t es  Cong r es s,  member s  f r om t he  Ambas s ado r i a l  Co r ps ,

f el l ow Amer i c ans  who  deepl y  ca r e abou t  a  ne i ghbo r  i n need .

HI V/ AI DS i s  a  t r agedy  f o r  mi l l i ons  o f  men ,  women  and

c hi l dr en  and a  t h r ea t  t o  s t abi l i t y  t o  en t i r e  c ount r i es  and  o f

r eg i ons  of  ou r  wo r l d .  Ou r  na t i ons  hav e  t he abi l i t y  and

t he r ef o r e t he  du t y  t o  c onf r ont  t h i s  g r av e  publ i c  heal t h c r i s i s .

We' r e he r e  t oday  t o u r ge  bo t h Hous es  o f  t he  Un i t ed  St a t es

Cong r es s  t o  pass  t he  Emer gency  Pl an f o r  AI DS Re l i e f  wh i c h  wi l l

d r amat i c al l y  expand our  f i gh t  aga i ns t  AI DS acr os s t hi s  g l obe .

I  appr ec i a t e v er y  muc h Sec r e t a r y  o f  St at e ,  Col i n

Powe l l ' s  c ommi t men t  t o t hi s  i s s ue .  The  f i gh t  aga i ns t  AI DS i s  an

i nt egr a l  pa r t  of  our  na t i on ' s  f or e i gn  po l i c y .  I  app r ec i a t e  s o

v er y  muc h Sec r et a r y  Tommy Thompson ' s  ded i ca t i on  t o  t h i s  i s sue

as Cha i r man  o f  t he  Gl oba l  Fund .  He  k nows  t h i s  Admi n i s t r a t i on ' s

pas s i on  about  do i ng our  du t y  and I  wan t  t o t hank  t hes e  member s

o f  my Cabi net  f o r  be i ng  he r e  t oday .

I  a l so  wan t  t o  t hank  t he  Cha i r man  and  t he  r ank i ng
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member s  of  t he  c ommi t t ee  r es pons i b l e  f or  ge t t i ng  t h i s

l eg i s l a t i on  mov i ng ,  Sena t o r  Lugar  and  Senat o r  Bi den ,  bot h

c ommi t t ed t o t hi s  l eg i s l at i on,  bo t h wo r k i ng  c l os el y  wi t h  our

Admi ni s t r a t i on  t o  ge t  a  good  b i l l  ou t  of  t he  Senat e ,  and

Sena t o r  Hy de and  Sena t o r  Lan t os  ( mi s s pel l ed? )  have  been a t  wo r k

a l r eady  and  I  app r ec i at e  t he i r  l eade r s hi p  as  we l l .  We ' r e

hono r ed  t o  hav e y ou her e  and  we ' r e  honor ed t o have  t he  o t her

member s  of  t he  Congr ess  wi t h  us  t oday  who  c a r e  deep l y  abou t

t hi s  i s s ue .

I  a l so  wan t  t o  t hank  Tony Fauc i .  He wo r k s  f o r  t he NI H.

He i s  on  t he l ead i ng  edge o f  f i nd i ng  t he  vac c i nes t ha t  wi l l

hel p  t hose  who  s u f f e r  f r om AI DS.  I  l ov e Tony ' s  c ommi t men t  t o

wha t  -  t o humans  -  t o  what ' s  best  f o r  mank i nd.  Gl ad  y ou' r e  he r e

Tony .

I  a l so  wan t  t o  t hank  Joe  O’ Ne i l l ,  t he Di r ec t o r  o f  t he

Of f i ce  o f  Nat i ona l  AI DS Po l i cy .  He  wo r ks  c l ose l y  i n  my

Admi ni s t r a t i on ,  appr ec i a t e  h i s  adv i c e ,  appr ec i a t e h i s  counse l .

I  want  t o t hank Gadd i  Vas quez  who ' s  Di r ec t o r  o f  t he

Peac e Co r ps  t h i s  y ea r .

We j us t  came f r om a r ound t abl e  d i sc us s i on and  s omebody

c ame  up  wi t h t he  i dea  as  t h i s  i ni t i a t i ve  goes f o r wa r d  and  we

get  a good  pi ece  o f  l eg i s l a t i on  ou t  o f  t he Cong r es s  and when  I

s i gn  i t  hopef u l l y  be f or e  Memor i al  Day ,  one o f  t he t hi ngs  we may

wan t  t o  do  i s  t o  c onv er t  s ome o f  our  Peac e Cor ps  t o  he l p i ng

peop l e  i n Af r i ca  who ' ve  go t  AI DS.  So  Gadd i  I  wan t  y ou  t o t hi nk
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c ar e f u l l y  abou t  t hat  i dea.

I  appr ec i a t e t he  ambass ado r s  who a r e  her e  f r om t he

Af r i can  and  Ca r i bbean  na t i ons,  i t ' s  good  t o  see  you  a l l  agai n .

I  t h i nk  t he  l as t  t i me  we  s aw each  ot he r  i t  was  i n b l ac k  t i e.

I t ' s  a  l ot  be t t e r  no t  be i ng  i n  bl ack  t i e .

I  appr ec i a t e t hos e  who a r e  member s  o f  t he  f a i t h - bas ed

wor l d who' v e ans wer ed  t he c a l l ,  t he un i v e r s a l  c a l l  t o  he l p  a

b r o t he r  and  s i s t e r  i n  need .  I  wan t  t o  t hank  you  f o r  be i ng

i nv o l v ed  i n  t he f i gh t  agai ns t  AI DS.

I  want  t o t hank t hos e  who have  been i nvo l ved  i n  t h i s

s t r ugg l e  f o r  a  l ong per i od  o f  t i me .  I ' m c on f i den t  t ha t  t he

p r og r es s  t hat  you  hav e made  t o  da t e woul d  be  p r ogr ess  t ha t  we

c an  bu i l d upon  and  wi l l  bu i l d upon .

Conc er n i ng  t h i s  t r agedy ,  i t ' s  a  r espons i b i l i t y  o f  eve r y

nat i on .  Fo r  t he Un i t ed St a t es  i t  i s  a  pa r t  o f  t he s pec i a l

c al l i ng  t ha t  began  wi t h  ou r  f ound i ng .  We  be l i ev e  i n  t he d i gn i t y

o f  l i f e  and  t h i s  c onv i c t i on  de t er mi nes  ou r  c onduct  ar ound  t he

wor l d.  We bel i ev e  t ha t  eve r y one  has a  r i ght  t o  l i be r t y

i nc l ud i ng t he  peop l e  of  Af ghan i s t an and I r aq .  We  be l i eve  t ha t

eve r yone  has a  r i ght  t o  l i f e  i nc l udi ng  c h i l d r en  i n  t he  c i t i es

and  v i l l ages o f  Af r i c a and  t he  Ca r i bbean .

Today on  t he c on t i nen t  o f  Af r i c a a l one  near l y

30, 000 , 000  peopl e  ar e  l i v i ng  wi t h  HI V/ AI DS i nc l udi ng 3 , 000 , 000

peop l e  unde r  t he  age  of  15  y ea r s  o l d .  I n  Bo t swana nea r l y  40% of

t he  adu l t  popu l a t i on ,  40%,  hav e  HI V and p r o j ec t ed l i f e
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expect ancy  has  f a l l en  by  mor e t han  30  yea r s  due  t o  AI DS.  I n

s ev en s ub- Saha r a  Af r i can  c ount r i es  mor t a l i t y  f o r  c h i l d r en  under

t he  age  of  f i v e has i nc r eas ed by 20% t o 40% bec aus e  o f  AI DS.

The r e a r e onl y  t wo  poss i bl e  r es ponses  t o  su f f e r i ng  on  t h i s

s ca l e.  We c an  t u r n  ou r  eyes  away i n r es i gna t i on  and  despa i r  o r

we c an  t ak e  dec i s i ve ,  h i s t o r i c  ac t i on  t o  t u r n t he t i de  aga i ns t

t hi s  d i s eas e and  g i v e  t he hope  of  l i f e  t o  mi l l i ons  who  need our

hel p  now.  The  Un i t ed  St a t es  of  Amer i c a  c hoos es  t he  pa t h o f

ac t i on  and  t he  pa t h o f  hope .

Thi s  J anua r y  2001  Amer i c a has i nc r eas ed t ot a l  s pend i ng

t o f i gh t  AI DS ov e r seas by  near l y  100%.  We ' v e  a l r eady p l edged

mor e  t han $1. 6  b i l l i on dol l a r s  t o  t he  Gl oba l  Fund t o Fi gh t  AI DS

and  ot he r  i nf ec t i ous  di s eas es.  I t  i s  by  f ar  t he  mos t  any  nat i on

i n t he  wor l d t oday  and l as t  yea r  I  l aunc hed  an  i ni t i a t i v e  t o

p r ev en t  t he  t r ans mi s s i on  o f  HI V f r om mot her s  t o  ch i l d r en  i n

Af r i ca  and  t he  Ca r i bbean .  Thes e  a r e v i t a l  e f f o r t s  and  t hey ' r e

i mpo r t an t  e f f o r t s  bu t  we  mus t  do f ar  mor e .

So i n J anua r y  I  as ked  t he Hous e  and Sena t e t o enac t  an

emer genc y p l an  f o r  AI DS r e l i ef .  Wi t h  t he  app r ov a l  o f  Cong r es s

t hi s  p l an wi l l  d i r ec t  $15 b i l l i on  do l l ar s  t o  f i ght  AI DS ab r oad

ove r  t he  next  f i v e  y ear s  beg i nn i ng  wi t h $2 b i l l i on  do l l a r s  i n

2004 .  We ' l l  c r ea t e  c ompr ehens i v e s ys t ems  t o  di agnos e,  t o  t r ea t

and  t o  p r ev en t  AI DS i n 14 Af r i c an  and  Ca r i bbean  count r i es  whe r e

t he  di s eas e  i s  heav i l y  c onc ent r at ed.  We won ' t  d i mi n i s h  ou r

o t he r  e f f o r t s  t ha t  a r e now ongo i ng .  We ' l l  c ont i nue  t he  f undi ng
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t ha t  i s  i n  pl ace  but  we ' l l  f oc us i nt en t l y  on  14  r av aged

c oun t r i es  t o s how t he  wo r l d  wha t  i s  poss i bl e .  A t e r r i b l e

d i s eas e  bu t  i t  i s  no t  a  hope l es s d i s ease .

At  t hi s  momen t ,  na t i ons  ar ound  t he  wo r l d ,  gove r nmen t s

and  hea l t h  of f i c i a l s ,  doct o r s  and  nu r s es ,  peop l e  l i v i ng wi t h

t he  v i r us  a r e  pr ov i ng  t hat  t he r e i s  hope  and  t ha t  l i v es  c an be

s av ed.

We k now t ha t  AI DS can  be  p r even t ed .  I n  Uganda,  Madame

Ambass ador  t hank  y ou  f o r  be i ng  he r e,  Pr es i dent  Mus even i  has

begun a  compr ehens i v e  p r og r am i n 1986  wi t h a  p r even t i on

s t r a t egy  emphas i z i ng  abs t i nenc e  and mar t i al  f i de l i t y  as  we l l  as

c ondoms  t o  pr even t  HI V t r ans mi s s i on.  The  r es ul t s  a r e

enc our ag i ng .  The  AI DS i n f ec t i on  r a t e  i n Uganda  has  f a l l en

d r amat i c al l y  s i nc e  1990  and  i n  pl aces  t h r oughou t  t he c oun t r y

t he  pe r c en t age  o f  women  wi t h  HI V has  been  c u t  i n  ha l f .  Congr ess

s hou l d  mak e  t he Ugandan  app r oac h t he  mode l  f or  our  pr even t i on

e f f o r t s  under  t he  emer genc y  pl an.

We a l s o  know t ha t  AI DS c an  be t r ea t ed .  An t i - r e t r o v i r a l

d r ugs have  bec ome  muc h mor e  af f or dab l e  i n  many  nat i ons  and  t hey

a r e  ex t end i ng  many  l i ves .  I n  Af r i c a as  mor e  AI DS pa t i ent s  t ak e

t hes e d r ugs  doct o r s  a r e  wi t nes s i ng  wha t  t hey  c a l l  t he  Laz a r us

e f f ec t .  When one  pat i en t  i s  r es cued by  medi c i ne  as  i f  bac k  f r om

t he  dead  many  ot he r s  wi t h AI DS seek t es t i ng  i t  i n t r ea t men t

bec aus e  i t  i s  t he  f i r s t  s i gn  o f  hope  t hey  have  eve r  s een .

Many  pas t  i nt e r na t i onal  ef f o r t s  t o  ( un i n t el l i g i b l e )
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AI DS f oc us ed on p r ev ent i on  a t  t he  ex pens e  o f  t r eat men t  bu t

peop l e  wi t h  t h i s  d i s eas e  c anno t  be  wr i t t en o f f  as  expendab l e .

I nt egr a t i ng  c a r e  and  t r eat ment  wi t h p r ev ent i on  i s  t he

c or ner s t one  o f  my  emer genc y  pl an f or  AI DS r e l i e f  and we k now i t

wor k s .

I n Hai t i  f o r  examp l e ,  t he He f - Keough  ( mi s spe l l ed?)

c l i n i c ,  whe r e  ar e  you  doc?  The r e y ou  a r e ,  t hank  you  f o r  c omi ng.

The  Di r ec t o r  o f  wh i c h  i s  he r e wi t h  us  t oday .  I t ' s  p r ov i d i ng

c ar e  t o  5, 000  peop l e  wi t h HI V.  Hi s  r epor t  was op t i mi s t i c  abou t

wha t  i s  pos s i b l e .  He  shoul d  be  speak i ng up her e  and  no t  me

abou t  s ucc ess .  He  say s i n s p i t e  o f  t he  mi se r ab l e  c ond i t i ons i n

Hai t i ,  he i s  opt i mi s t i c  t ha t  wi t h  t he  r i ght  s t r a t egy and  a

r i gh t  appr oac h  we  can  s ave  l i v es  and  I  appr ec i a t e y ou  comi ng ,

s i r .

I n Uganda' s  c api t a l  a  c l i n i c al  r es ea r c h c en t er  i s

p r ov i d i ng ant i - r e t r o  v i r al  t he r apy  t o  6, 000  pa t i en t s  wi t h  HI V.

Hea l t hc a r e  wo r ke r s  f r om ot he r  c en t er s  f r om Uganda t r av el  by

t r uc k  and by  mot o r cy c l e  t o  r ur a l  v i l l ages  and f a r ms  a  f ew t i mes

eac h  week del i ve r i ng  cr i t i c a l  med i c i ne  t o  pa t i en t s  who  c anno t

r eac h t he c i t y  f o r  t r ea t men t .  Thes e a r e s uc c es s f ul  s t r at eg i es

and  mus t  be  b r ough t  t o a  muc h l ar ger  s ca l e.

We' v e s een  wha t  wo r k s .  I ' m ask i ng  Cong r es s t o

app r op r i at e  money  so  we  can  ex pand  wha t  wor k s  t o  s ave  l i v es .  I n

s ub - Saha r a  Af r i c a  j us t  1% o f  t he mor e  t han 4 , 000 , 000 peop l e

need i ng  i mmed i at e  dr ug t r ea t men t  a r e  r ec e i v i ng  med i c i ne,  t ha t ' s
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abou t  50 , 000 peop l e.

The  Emer gency  Pl an  f o r  AI DS Re l i e f  i s  des i gned  t o put

maj o r  r esou r c es behi nd p r ov en met hods  of  ca r e and t r ea t men t  and

p r ev en t i on  and  mu l t i p l y  t hes e goods -  good wor k s ,  many  t i mes

ove r .  That ' s  wha t  we ' r e  go i ng t o do.  The  r es ou r c es  wi l l  be

managed  ca r ef u l l y .

Fl ex i b i l i t y  wi t h  a  new Gl oba l  AI DS Coo r d i na t or  and  t h i s

Coo r di na t o r  wi l l  hel p  us  u t i l i z e and  f ur t he r  dev el op s uc c ess f ul

c l i n i c a l  ne t wo r k s .  Thes e  ne t wo r ks  l i nk  u r ban  med i c a l  c en t e r s

s t a f f ed  by  spec i a l i s t  phys i c i ans and  nur s es  wi t h  r u r a l  c l i ni c s

whe r e HI V t es t i ng  can  be  pe r f o r med  and  medi c at i ons  di s t r i but ed

and  bec aus e  s o  muc h o f  t he  hea l t hc ar e  i n  sub - Sahar a  i s  p r ov i ded

by f ac i l i t i es  as s oc i a t ed  wi t h c hu r ches  and r el i g i ous o r de r s ,  we

mus t  ens ur e  t hat  t he  l eg i s l a t i on p r ov i des  t he g r ea t es t

oppo r t un i t y  f o r  f a i t h - based  and  c ommun i t y  o r gan i za t i ons t o

f ul l y  pa r t i c i pat e  i n  he l pi ng  a  ne i ghbo r  i n need .

Our  ex pe r t s  be l i ev e t ha t  t he  Emer genc y  Pl an  f o r  AI DS

Rel i ef  wi l l  i n  t h i s  dec ade  p r ev en t  7 , 000 , 000  new HI V

i nf ec t i ons .  ( Uni n t el l i g i bl e )  2 , 000 , 000  peop l e wi t h  l i f e

ext end i ng d r ugs and p r ov i de  humane  c a r e f or  mi l l i ons  o f  peop l e

s uf f er i ng f r om AI DS and  as  i mpo r t ant l y  f o r  c hi l d r en  o r phaned  by

AI DS.

Con f r on t i ng  t he t h r ea t  o f  AI DS i s  i mpo r t ant  wo r k  and i t

i s  u r gen t  wor k .  I t  i s  a  mor a l  i mpe r a t i ve  f o r  ou r  g r ea t  na t i on .

I n t he  t hr ee mon t hs s i nc e I  announced  t he  emer genc y  p l an  an
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est i ma t ed 760 , 000  peopl e  hav e d i ed  f r om AI DS,  1 . 2 mi l l i on

peop l e  hav e  been  i nf ec t ed,  mor e  t han  175 , 000  bab i es  have  been

bor n  wi t h t he  v i r us .  Ti me i s  no t  on ou r  s i de .  So  I  as k ed

Cong r es s  t o  move  f or war d  wi t h s peed and s er i ous nes s  t hat  t hi s

c r i s i s  r equ i r es  bu t  Af r i ca ,  t he  Ca r i bbean  and t he Uni t ed  St a t es

c annot  s uc c eed  by  ou r se l ves .  I  ur ge a l l  nat i ons  and  wi l l

c on t i nue  t o  u r ge  a l l  na t i ons  t o  j o i n  wi t h  us  i n  t h i s  g r ea t

e f f o r t .  Fi ght i ng  AI DS on  a  g l obal  sc a l e i s  a  mas s i v e and  a

c omp l i c a t ed  unde r t ak i ng ,  y e t  t h i s  caus e i s  r oo t ed i n t he

s i mp l es t  o f  mo r a l  du t i es .  When  we  see  t h i s  k i nd  of  pr even t ab l e

s uf f er i ng,  when we  s ee a  p l ague  l eav i ng g r av es  and  or phans

acr oss  a  c ont i nen t  we  must  ac t .  When  we s ee  t he  wounded

t r av el e r  on  t he r oad  t o  Je r i cho  we  wi l l  not ,  Amer i c a wi l l  no t

pas s  t o  t he  o t he r  s i de o f  t he r oad .

Thank y ou a l l .  God  b l es s .  Thank  y ou a l l  f or  comi ng

[ END OF RECORDI NG]


